
rrr
A POPULAR IXK.poor, both young, botn rricruicss.

0 awk,FAawa

"I though not. Even yon are too
worldly wise for that I never met
man abo did. This I pretty ling."
she ssid. holding ont ber llttl band
that tba morning an might make tbe
diamond sparkle. "Worth 30 at
least. I will gtrs It to tbe first man
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not It Is so great and pure."
"You need not make yourself uiihap-p-y

ou that point your poor return for
bis love, m.v dear." said LyndulL "A
man's love I Br tf olive wood. It
leaps bitter every moment; It roars. It
biases. It shoot t out red flamrs; it
threatens to wrap yon round and de-

vour you you who atand by like J
Icicle In tbe glow of Its fierce waratb.
Jou ar aclf reproached at your own
chilllnesa and want of reciprocity. Tbe
next day. wheo you go to warm your
hands little, you OnJ few asliea.
Tl long love and cool against
short love and hot Mea, at all events,
have nothing to complain of."

"You speak so because you do not
know men," said Em, lustantly as-

suming tb dignity of superior knowl-

edge so universally affected by affianc-

ed and married women In discussing
man's na'ure wltb tbelr uncon tract ed
sisters. "You will know them, too,
some day. and tben you will think dif-

ferently," said Em. wltb the coode-.ud!u-g

magnanimity wblcb superior

XLere la not mucn to cnoose
ua. Let us tarn away Just as we are.
to make our way lu Ufa. Thla evening
yon will come to a tanner a uoiuc
Th. frmp albeit vou coot alone and
en foot, will give you a pip of tobacco
aud a cup of cone ana a ucu. u u
bas no dam to build and no child to
teach, tomorrow you can go on your
way with a tnenoiy greeuug iu
band. I. if I come to the same place
tonight, will bav tb Strang ques-

tion asked ma, strange glance cat
on ma Tb Boer wile wui suua avr
bead and glv m food to eat with the
Kaffir and a right to leep wltb tbe
dogs. That would be tbe flrst step In

our progress a very little one. but ev-

ery step to th and would repeat it
W were equal once wnen we iaj.
newborn babe, on our nurses' knee.
W will be equal again wben they tie
up our jaws for the last sleep."

Waldo looked In wonder at tbe little,
quivering fare. It waa a glimpse Into

world or passion and feeling wholly
new to blm.
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who tells me be would bk to be a wo
man. There might be one on HotiDtn
Island (lunatics at tb Cape ar sent
to Bobbin Island) woo would win It
perhaps, but I doubt tt even there. It
I delightful to be woman, but every
man tbanka tbe Ixrd devoutly that be
Isn't one."

Sbe drew ber bat to one side to keep
the aun out of ber eyea sh walked.
Waldo looked at ber so Intently that
he stumbled over tbe bushes. Ye, this
waa bla little Lyndall who bad worn
tbe check pinafore. Ms saw It now.

nd be walked closer beside ber. Tbey
reached tbe next camp.

"Let us watt at tbla camp and watcb
tbe birds," she said aa an ostrich ben
cam bounding toward them wltb vel
vety wing outstretched, wbll far
away over tbe bushes tbe bead of tb
cock waa visible as be sat brooding on
tb eggs.

Lyndall folded ber arm oo tb gate
bar, and Waldo threw bl empty bag
on tbe wall and leaned beside ber.

I like these birds." she said; "tbey
share each other's work and are com
panions. Oo yon take aa Interest In

tho position of women, Waldo?"
"No."
"I thought not. No one does unless

they ar In need of a subject upon
wblcb to show their wit And as tor
you, from of old you can see nothing
that la not separated from you by
few millions of mile and strewed over
wltb mystery. If women were the In-

habitants of Joplter, of whom yon bad
happened to bear something, you
would pore over ua and our condition

Ight and day, but because we are be
fore your eyea yon never look at ua

on car nothing that this la ragged
nd ugly," ahe said, putting ber little

finger on bis sleeve, "bat you strive
mightily to make an Imaginary leaf
on an old stick beautiful I'm sorry
you don't care for tb position of wo
men. I should bav liked ua to dc
friends, and It I tbe only thing about

lilch I think much or feel much. If.
Indeed, I bare any feeling about any-

thing." sbe added flippantly, readjust
ing her dainty little arms. "When I was
a baby, I fancy my parents left me ont
In tbe frost on night, and I got nip
ped Internally. It feels so."

"I have only a fow old thoughts, - ne
ild. "and I think tbero over and

over again, always beginning where I

left off. I never get any furtber. I am
weary of them."

Like an old ben that sits on Ita eggs
month after month and tbey never
come out?" shs said quickly. "1 am so
presced In upon by new things that,
lest they should trip one another up. I

have to keep forcing tbetn back. My

bead swings sometimes. But this one
thought stands, never goes If I might
but lie one of those bom In the future;
then perhaps to be born a woman will
not be to be born branded.

Waldo looked at ber. II wns bard to
say whether she were in earnest or
mocking.

I kuow It Is foolish. Wisdom uever
kicks at the Iron walls It can't bring
down." she said. "But we are cursed.
Wnldo, born cursed from the time our
mothers bring us Into tho world till
the shrouds are put on ua. Do not look
nt me as though I were talking non- -

enae. everything Das two siaes cue
outside that I ridiculous, and the In

side that Is solemn."
1 am not laughing." said the boy

sedately enough. "But what curse
you?"

He thought she would not reply to
Ulm, she waited so long.

It Is not what Is dona to OS, but
what I made of us," she said at tost.
'that wrongs ua No man can be real

ly Injured but by what modifies him
self. We all enter the world little
plastic beings, with so much natural
force Hrhaps, but for the rest blank.
and the world tells us what we are to
he and shape us by the ends It set be-

fore us. To you It say work, and to
ua It says sec ml To yon It says. A
you approximate to man's highest
Ideal of God. as yonr arm Is strong and
your knewledge great, and the power
to labor la with you, so you shall gain
all that human heart desire. To us It
says: Strength shall not help you, nor
knowledge, nor labor. You shall gain
what men gain, but by other moans.
And so tb world make men and wo
men.

at tbla little chin of mine,
Waldo, wltb the dimple In It It la but
a small part of my person, but though
I bad a knowledge of all thing under
the sun and the wisdom to ns It and
the deep, loving heart of an angel. It
would not atand ma through life like
tbla little chin. I can win money wltb
It. 1 can win love; I can win power
with It I can win fame. What would
knowledge help me? Tbe less a worn
an baa In ber head the lighter sbe la

for climbing. I one beard an old man
say that be never saw Intellect belp
woman so much as a pretty ankle, and
It waa the truth. They begin to shape
us to our cursed end," sh said, with
her lip drawn In to look a though
tbey smiled, "when w ar tiny thing
In shoes and socks. W sit wltb our
little feet drawn np under us In the
window and look out at tbe boy In

their happy play. W want to go.

Then a loving band I laid on ns.
Little one. you cannot go,' they say.

'your llttl face will burn and your
nice white dres be spoiled.' reel
It must be for our good. It I so loving-
ly said, bat we cannot understand, and
we kneel still wltb one little cheek
wistfully pressed against tbe pane.
Afterward w go and thread blue
beads and make string for onr neck,
and w go and atand before tbe glass.
We see the complex loo we were not to
spoil and the write frock, and w look

Into our own great eyea men tne
curse begin to act on us. It Bnlsbe
It work when w ar grown women.
who no more look out wistfully at
more healthy life we are contented.
We fit our sphere as a Chinese wom
an's foot fits bar shoe, exactly, as
though God had made both and yet b

know nothing of either. In some of
us tbe shaping to our end baa been
quite completed. Tbe parta we are not
to use have been quite atrophied and
hare even dropped off. but In others,
and w are not less to be pitied, tbey
bar been weakened and left We wear
the bandage hot or.r limb have not
crow a to them; we know that we are
compressed, and chafe against them.

"But what does It belp? A llttl bit
ternesa, a llttl longing when wa are
young, a little futile earchlng for
work. little pasalonate striving for
room for tUe exercise of our power,
and then we go with tb drov. A wo-

man must march wltb her reglmi at
la the end ahe mast be trodden down
or go with It. and If an la wis h

-- I see la yonr great eyes what you
are thinkings" sh Mid, glancing at
blm. "I always know what the per
son I sm talking to la thinking f.

How to this wnmaa who make such a
fas worse off than IT I will show yoa
by a very llttl sample. We stsnd

t Ula gat thla morning, beta

(outinued front f'trU Page

"I do But know bow It la." aald
humbly. neatlln to blin, "but I cannot
ky you to much jou lo ine. Per-

haps It is Ium I sin only a wonuu,
tut 1 do lor you much a I can."

Now tn Katflr maids wer coming

fr.in tli but. II kissed ber axaio,
eye and mot Ub and baud, and left
bar.

Tanf Htnuie wm well satisfied n

toid of Ui betrothment. Hhe nasaelf
contemplated marriage wlttila the year
wltb one or otber of ber numerous
"yrljers," and aha suggested that tba
weildlngs might take place togethea

Km Kt to work busily to prepare ber
wo household llueu and wedding t.

Oregory waa wltb ber dally,
almost hourly, and tbe six mouth
wblcb elapsed before Lyndall' return
passed, aa ha fellcltoualy phrased It.

like a auinmer night, wbeo yov are
dreaming of some one yoil lor,"

Late on evening Orvgory sat by bis
little lore, turnlug toe handle of ber
mai-hiu- aa aba drew ber work through
it, aud tbey talked of tbe changes they
would make vbeo tbe floor woman
was gone and tbe fa em belonged to
them alone. There should be a new
room bare and kraal there. So tbef
chatted on. Nuddenly Gregory dropped
tbe handle and Impressed a ferrent
klsa on tbe fat band that guided tbe
linen.

"Too are so beautiful, Km," said tbe
lovnr. "W comes over me In a Hood
suddenly bow I lore you."

Em smiled.
Tant' Hannl says when I sin her
ga no One will look at me, and It I

true. My hands are a short and broad
a a duck's foot, and my forehead la so

low, and J haven't any nose. I csn't be
pretty."

Hhe laughed softly. It was ao nice to
think he abould I so blind.

"When my coualu comes tomorrow,
you will see a liesutlful woman, Greg-
ory," elie added preaeutly. "Hhe la like

little queen; her shoulders are so up-

right, and ber head looks as tbougb It
ught to have a little crown upon It

Sou must come to see ber tomorrow as
soon aa she comes. I am sure you will
love ber.."

"Of course 1 shall come to see her.
alnre she Is your cousin, but do you
think I could ever tbluk any woman aa
lovaly aa I think youT"

Us fixed bis seething eyes upon ber.
"You could not help seeing thnt sho

la prettier," said Km. slipping ber right
band Into his. "but you will never be
able to like any one ao much aa you
Ilka me."

Afterward, when she wished ber lov-

er good night, she stood upon tbe door-
step to call a greeting after hlui, aud

be waited, aa she always did, till tbe
brown pony's hoofs became Inaudible
behind the "kopje."

Then she asaed through tbe roam
where Taut' Hanule lay snoring, aud
through the little room thnt was drap-

ed In white, waiting for ber couslu's
return, on to ber own room.

Rha went to the chest of drawers to
nit awny the work she had finished

and sat down on tbe floor before the
lowest drawer. In It were tbe things

he waa prepnrlng for her marriage.
JTIlea of white linen and some aprons
and quilts, and In the little box In the
corner a spray of orange blossom
whlob she bad brought from a siaoune.
There, too, waa ring Gregory had
given her and Tell bis sinter hnd
awnt, and there waa little roll of Una

mbroldered work which Trana hnt
given her. It waa too flue and good

ven for Gregory's wife Just right for
something very small and soft She
.would keep It And she touched It
gently with her forefinger, smiling, and
then she blushed and hid It far behind
tbe other tblnga. She knew so well
all that waa In that drawer, and yet
aba turned them all over as thoth

he saw them for the Brat time aud
(tacked them all out and packed them

11 In without one fold or crluiplc and
tben sat down and looked at them.

Tomorrow evening when lndnll
came she would bring her hero and

how her alt I.yndall would so like to
ee It tbe little wreath and the rlug

and the white veil! It would be so nice.
Then Em fell to seeing pictures. Lyn- -

dall should lire with them till she ber--

aclf got married some dny.
ETery dny when Gregory cnine home,

tired from his work, he would look
bout and any: "Whore la my wife?

Has no one seen my wife Wlfo, some
coffeel" and she would give him some.

Em's little fnre grew very grave at
lot. and she knelt up and extended ber
bauds over the drawer of linen.

"Oh. God P sbe said. "I am so glad
1 do not know what I have done that
1 should be so glad. Thnnk you!"

CIIArTKU XVII.
LTanaM.

' She was more like a princess, yea,
far more like a princess, than the lady
who still hung on the wall In Tant'
Baunle's bedroom. Ho Em thought.
She leaned back In the little armchair

he wore gray (trowing gown, and
ber long hair was combed out and
buna to the ground. I'm. sitting be

fore her. looked up with mingled
sect and admiration.
I.yndull was tired after ber long

Journey and had come to her room ear-
ly. Her eyes ran over the familiar ob-

jects. Strange to go away for four
year and come back and And that the
candle atnndlug on the dressing table

till cast the shadow of an old crone's
bead lu the corner beyond the clothes- -

horse. Strsnit that even shadow

should lat longer than man. She
looked sNi'it among the old familiar
objects. All waa there, but tbe old self
was conn.

"What arc you noticing?" asked Em,
"Nothing nnd everything. I thought

the windows were tilaher. If I were
yon. when I get this place 1 should
rsiae the walls. There Is not room to
breathe here; one suffocates."

"Gregory Is going to mske many al
letattous," said Em. drawing nearer
to the gray dressing gown respect
fully. "lo yon like him. Lyndall?
lie not hatid-o.ui- e T"

"He must bate been a fine baby
said I.yu.Ull. looking at the white
Nimltv curtain that buug above the
window.

Ein waa nuaaled.
"There are some men," said Lyndail,

"whoa you never can believe were
liable at all and others yon never see
without thinking bow very nice they
must have looked wben they wore
socks and pink sashes.

Fm remaiueil silent. Then she said.
with llttl dignity. "Wben yon know
him. va will love blrn aa I do. When
I compare other people with blot, they
seem so weak and little. Our hearts

re so col; our loves are Billed up
wltb so many otber thin?. But be
no one la worthy of bl love. I
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knowledge can always afford to shew
to Ignorance.

Ljrndull't little lip quivered In man
ner Indicative of Intense amusement
Sbe twirled massive ring upon ber
orefl niter ring more suitable for

the band of man and noticeable In

design diamond cross let Into gold.
wltb tb Initial It. K. below It.

"Ah. Lyndall." Em said, "perhaps
you ar engaged yourself that la why
you smile! Yea. I am sure you are.
Look at this ring!"

Lyndall drew tbe band quickly from
ber.

"I am not in ao great hurry to put
my neck beneath any man'a foot, and
I do not ao greatly admire tbe crying
of bajilea," sbe said aa ahe closed ber
eyea half wearily aud leaned back In

the chair. "There are otber women
glad of such work."

Em felt rebuked ami nshameo. now
could ahe take Lyndall nnd show ber
the white linen aud the wreath and
the embroidery? She was quiet for
llttlo while and tben begun to taut

bout Trana and the old farm aerv- -

ants till ahe saw ber companion was
weary; then she rose and left her for
the night But after Em waa gone

ndull sat on. watching tbe oia
crone's face In the corner, and with
weary UavJ. though the whole
world'sWght rested on these frail
young shoulders.

The next morning WnKlo, starting on
before breakfast with a bag of mealies
slung over his shoulder to feed the os
triches, heard light step behind blra.

Walt for me. I am coming wltn
you," said Lyndall, adding as she came
up to blm: "If I had not goue to loo

for you yesterday, you would not have
come to greet me till now. Io you not
like me any longer, Waldo r

"Yes; but you are cluiugetl.
It waa tbe oldi clumsy, hesitating

modo of speech.
You liked the plnnfores better?" sue

said quickly. She wore a dress of
Iniple cotton fabric, but very man ion- -

bly made, and on her head wns a
brond white hat. To Wnl-t- she seem
ed superbly attired, f lie snw It "My

ress bas changed a little." she snin.
and I also, but not to you. Hung the

bag over your other shoulder thut I

may see your face. You say so little
that If one docs not look at you you
are an uncomprehended cipher. Waldo

hanged the bag, and they walked on
side by sldo. "You hnve Improved,
she said. "Io you know that I hnve
sometimes wished to ace jou while I

wns away; not often, but still some
times?"

They were tt the gate of the nrst
camp now. Waldo tnrew over ine ung
of mealies, and they wnlked on over
the dowy ground.

Have you learned much 7 he nsKca
ber simply, remembering bow she bad
once anld. "When I come back again, I

shall know everything that human
being can."

She laughed.
"Are you thinking of my old boast?

Yes; I have learned something, though
hardly what I expected and not quite
so much. In the Bret place, 1 have
learned that one of my ancestors must
have been very great fool, for they
sar nothing cornea out In man but
one of bla forefnthers possessed It be
fore him. In the second place. I have
discovered that of all cursed places un-

der the sun. where the hungriest soul
can hardly pick up few grains of
k bow lodge, girls' boarding school Is

tbe worst They are called finishing
schools, and the name tells accurately
what they are. They flulsb everything
bwt Imbecility and weakness, and that
tbey cultivate. They are nicety adapt
ed machines for experimenting on the
question. Into bow little space can
human soul be crushed T 1 have seen
some souls so compressed that they
would have fitted Into a small thimble
aud found room to move there wide
room. A womnn who has been for
many years at one ef those places car--

lies the mark of the beast on her till
she dies, though she may expand a lit
tle afterward when she breathes In the
free world."

Were you miserable?" he asked,
looking at her with quick anxiety.

I? No. 1 am never miserable and
ever happy. I wish I were. But

should have run away from the place
on the fourth day aud hired myself to
the Brat Boer woman whose farm
rame to, to make Are under her soap
pot. If I had to live as the rest of tbe
drove did. fan you form an Idea,
Waldo, of what It must be to be shut
up with cackling old women who are
without knowledge of life, without love
of the beautiful, without strength, to
have your soul cultured by them? It
Is suffocation only to breathe the air
they breathe, but I made them give me
room. I told them I should leave, and
they knew I came there on my own ac
count So they gave me bedrooui
without the companionship of one of
those things that were having their
brain slowly diluted and squeesed out
of them. I did not learn music, be
cause 1 bad no talent, aud wben tbe
drove made cushions and hideous flow
rs that the roses laugb at and foot-

stool In six week that machine
would have made better In Ave mlu
ute I went to my room. With the
money saved from sue work 1 botigl
books and newspapers, aud at night
sat up. I read and epitomised wfaat
read, and 1 found trViie to write some
olavs and Bnd out bow hard It I to
make your thought look anything but
Imbecile fools when yoo paint them
wltb Ink on paper. In the holidays I

learned great deal more. I made ac
quaintances, saw a few place and
many people and some different waya
of living, which I more than any book
can how om tn the whole. I am not
satisfied wltb my four years. I bav
not learned what I expected, but I

have learned something rise. What
have you been doing?"

"Nothing."
"That la 1 shall Bnd

out by and by."
Tbey still stepped on ll by ld

over the dewy bushes. Tbea suddenly
sbe turned on him.

"Don't row wish- - yon wer woman.
WaMor

"No." be answered readily.
BbJajgirtt .
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