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Cogdnuad fron® First Fug?

M put togothier the evidende  Those

o Clows hud@ll passed ont of his posses-
sion now into the hands of the district
attornoy, all except the chessman wnd
tho broken plose of fvory. They had
soemed subsidiary to the main erime
that had fitted w0 woll to Astroy Mars
den tht b b0 kot theg to himaelf,
kept i 0 peclings the ides that
onn of these days he might g sorcss
the remsinder of the set and find oot
what part® if any, they played in the
drama npon which the enrtain wonld
then have long since boon rang down
He recollectsd that he had placed the
pawn in his pocket before he left Nor
combe that morning. and almost nneosn-
sciously he toul the little carvid plece
out and gazed at it

Rising snddenly froms the table, the
sgrirl crossed ghe room and. taking from
they sideboar®n sandalwood box inlaid
with mother of pearl and ivory, opencd
it and displayed to Darrent’s astondshed
gaze n set of chessmen of which that
pawn evidently formed a part

“These. '* she said, **look exactly like
the one you have in your hand, Mr
Darrent Do yon think that they may
help yon; that there may be sowe clew
in them "'

Darrent, alinost too overcomo with
surprise  to answer, slowly took the
ploces ont amd arranged them on the
table Theres were 31. A rod POWL Wi

LG
"
He ylaced the ved pawn be
taken Prows his bt teeido the
I wie s taceiniie Theew conbd

be ao gnation thet iv helonged o the
Then Durront sureed his stnmtion

wtd, Yook groctly ke the
i Neitig 48 Yo M:A

to the white piaw o scrntiniecd she
doticste work «f the ldahop's emhead
vestmients, Yae carvod payodas @
e hawks (f the cliphanta. the Sowing
tohes «f 1he Bing eod guwn e tnd
the white qneen in R bond and ex-
amivsd ¢he carving Y@, o tiny pice
had bewn chigped AL jast ¢ Littie frag
ment f ¢the Qelwate lery Aligres
eriwe that rwstal 03 the cariiug hair

!

end toking Troes his prukettsnd the
scxap (f iviry that be pioked ap Crun
the litoary Gee, A0l it esactly it
the twiden st of the crown K, bo
gund aldi Ambe thia was the eet f
chisamen stden from The trange And
where had be fvnnd them ' Io the buase
of the Bsncen f the maan now lying
wndar seotemce (f Aeath € o the murder

A oAl revaision f Pwlivg acemund
o sweep v Diorevms  Flo bad be felt.
Do wasting his sympaidy € ue pur-
pose Llivultiag bis ows arnusen, he had
gt (@ & foend Ctock, Do Qad am-
menvel o racomasder all bia ancinsoma,
and yel tho vory Sved new ofoy that b
bad taken hid omly the muwe deeply
emfywind the Assuning evidenre that
bia dorroer o ets bad oo camalated

‘e Darveot, 40 9om think 16 will
help gone case ! Do you think these wili
proes aovtling?’ she askod treaking
the skog panse

‘Lot e ank yon a few questions be-
fore J suswer

*“¥eo, sovibiog you ike-anyihing
that will holp Asiray

SV o did von ot these dhessmen

“They wero seut 1o mo. ™'

“By whom '’

1 do not know, "'

“Was there noletter of messagr with
them 1"

“None '~ she hesitatingly answees

“Comn, o you mnet contide the
wiwle trath wowe f I am to help yon
and Astray  When did you revuive
Wmem 1

“Two days after the murdag "

“How 1"

“They came by expross '’

“Have you the wrapper stifl®”

“1 dare say 1 con find it Shall 1 eoe "

“*“One moment Yon do not know who
#ent them '

“No; bt sbe wome morning 1 had a
Jotter frogp Astray, written in Chicago,
telling me that a sgnall box wonld come
addressod to me; that I was to anpack
and take caro of it for him wntil we
et

BYon did pot know he had been at
Narcombe

“No"

“You have never soen thoee cheastnen
Meore

-.N'I_'.

“Astrny has
abont them !

"Ni"‘-‘l’

“Thank yom; that is all  Yon may
pow flud me the paper in which the bag
|mae i von will ”’

While Miss Kingston went in mearch
o the paper Durrent calmly slipped the
tvory queen and the red pawn in hils
pocket and, laving the rest of the plesrs
eenly in the box, clossd the lid

SThank yon, "' he snid as she retarnsd

gave chim  the desieesd paper
“*Thank you, nnd goodThy, ™

“Do you thiuk there is any hope !
sho askod

o1 canoot tell yor.  Wo must do our
besd Bhnll 1 say unything to Astray for
you? I shall see Line tomorrow. '

Only tell him that 1 know that he is
Ianocent. «1 know it "

“More than 1 do. " mattersd Darrent
po himself ns he walked townrd the
rallway !mﬂl--l

tIlAi'Tl-H. \’Ill
THE IVORY QUEEN'® SRBCHRT

There wis no traiphack to Barnstaple
till late in thé e @on, and Dargent
fMled in the time with s hoarty veal
and e conntry  walk pondering
over the discovery e had made that
day and fooling gl @B latest phase of
the case only tendwl o deepen the evi
dencs  that had  already  condemmed
Asteny Marsden to the sonfTold.

When at Isst he found himself alone
in the in for Barustay drow
from his gMoket the paper tha® he had
rovelvesd rr..u. Miss Kingston in which
the chesmen had been wriliped and
seratinieesd (¢ carefully. 1t was an or
dinary sheot of coarse Lrown paper
with un sdhegjve addres labol indicut-
ing that it had been exprossed from
Barustaple Jun. 13, 1506,

.

never spolen to yon

x_

& Darretit wfl back in his seat Lethe
smoker, lighted o cignr sud ruminstf
It was scgreely lkely, be folt, that in
the time that had clapsed, some slx or
soven weeks, the sxpres clerks wonld
remember who banded o that parenl
or recognize the writing on the labsl
Still, he wonld go to the expross office
diroctly on his arrival in taple
nnd make inguiries JL"?

Suddenly the train pulled np with a
jork. Mignals wore agninst thein st the
junction, and they stack for a good
guarter of an hour, with the rosnit that
when they @ 1 got into Barnstaple the
sxpress offfor was “closed  He tried to
find the erk. but fulled, and then how
to kil the 12 honurs till 8 next morming
wcame the problem that sorely per
plexed him, for he must stop in Barn
staple that night Suddenly he recglled
hix friend of the Galoty thenter Tum
the highly colored] placards that deco
rated the streets und the sutrance to the
theator he Joarnsd that sn  egually
thrilling welwdrnma to that which was
parveved to the pabiic on his last viait
wos i Ty e

He foumdl his way down the grimy
passage agnin, and the stern janitor
conveyed his card to Mr Ridgeway and
bronght it backed with the mossage
from the manonger that b wonld be on
the stage sl the evening, but if Mr
Darrent woald go in front and see the
show Mr. Ridgewny wonld soe him aft.
erward, and on the card was pemeilidd
an order for o siadk Parrent glanced at
the writing and receivdd his  second
shock that day, and. instead of accept-
ing the hospitality of Mr. Ridgeway.
Le padd his money nt the door and care
fnlly placed the card in his pockethools

With the fall of the enrtain Mr. Dar-
rent reached thy stage door and & eon
ple of minntes afterward was in the
IABAZET' R PO agnin.

Mr. Ridgeway moMonsd him to a
pout and awaited the commencement of
the conversation, for, while he conid
not deny that, npon the evidency sab
mitted at the trial, the verdict had been
n jnst one, he did not somehow f;}l
overnmiable toward the wmnn who h
bit by big builf oy shat evidomcn

Darremt. ®ho Bag aroas beliof in the
eicacy of motting h.ase she B shot,
snddenly ol Rro,

“Why i you pee » log of chies
wen w i Ethel Siogebm, Bideford.
of the 1810 f Jannars ?’ he pA

The offict npra Me Archer Kidge
war Wer lostprgomns sod aanmish-
ing He siwgdy coliageed oo She wear
et chair aod gasped ‘EHow the Avdkens
LIT.] fou mow

“Wever puct bow X koow [ ask you
wby 1A pog & i1

*I 21 is £ Astray Mareden's sake '

CCoage, comre, e Baigewey ; this 18
s hLittle tuo thin  It'e s o plap. yov
koow

‘*As eure aa heaven s above ua Mr
dwrrout. that's the trnth

o, oow,’ skl the Aetective
gaictle; ““son’A hetbr make o chan
broast of the whole affpir @ pom pin®
@nd vou've pat yourell iD & very et
ous pmitkm '

“Han Astray anfosed?’’

“WNewer uind what Astray’'s done
Tom tell me your versiom. '’

“There's wd noch @ tell. X always
iked poouy Morslen ¥ old yon thet
when son canie hefire [ alware b
liewadin him axd thonght bin a straight
@ing chap. and w I 40 Dow aunﬂi
gon " saad Ridgeway “'Ho Il dooow

“Yim yes: goon'' calmiy ilhﬂu-t
ed Durrent

“Welh the day after the murder
Astrar cems ower hore' ' —

“Tea I bhoow "

~"huling sarel and white and
begged aud praved me o gu ower to
Neomte the Bret thing the west
o fuiog end & protend o Dol the
chief of puidce there, that I wan » de-
tetive and gt i to @ive e @ g of
iwi2y chewsoraen froau the hibeary «f The
Geange. '

“Well, prg aid oh ¥

“I tefaand gt firsg but Astray per
madd we He Gdd mwe it wight he s
aiatter f life and Awth o him and
that be wount bavo thvae Chvasnivn he
fiee ady (¢ came from Chiago. Hoe
#aid I was the (nly man who «aid do
ir ond the aly vme be conkd trast ¥
waa on ache and (wald play the part
1 conld make up so that 1 ehoald never

]
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“Woir the dickons dsl you kuoud®
bo recopmiged, gand ') amly have an
idiot of a policcoan o deal with. He
swors to me thad he was inpocent of
the murder, and 1 believed him. "

“'So gon wenl over to Norcombe nnd
ot Ww chessmen 1°°

.‘\‘..h "

“Well, you Md it cleverly, Mr
Ridieeway, bt it was not gqnite so clever
to addryss the box lgayour own hand
writing to Miss Kings™n at Bideford. ™

] sont it there becanse I refased to
koep them In my possession, and that

was the address Astray gave me. Bat
how the dickens you fonnd it ont''—
“Never mind how, 1 il Now, Mr

Ridgeway, do you Enow anything for
ther ¥”
Nothing, npon my soul ™’

“Well, good night 1 shonlde’t won:
der if yon hear from me again "' And
Mr. Darrent strolled down the narrow
plotute gullory, with its fresh examples
of vice vangnished and virtue wicty
rions. leaving Mr Ridgowny to ponder
npoti the positiol In which he had s
saddenly foand himself placed and to
speculute what his mispluced gencgosity
on behalf of voung Marsden might
londd to

Euarly next morning Darrent wegh to
Worcombe, and, having obtained per
mindgon from the suthorities, he paid &
visit to Astray Marsden in the jail

The time that had slapss]l since his
conviction bad already had an effect
upon the prisoner.  He had grown very
pale and sallow, his oyes worgannkon,
and doep black ciroles showed round
them, telling of slespless nighta  Dar-
rent gaged ot him for a few moments
withont speaking, and Astray glared
mllenly gk ot him, and neither broke
the silmca Al last Astray found his
tongue . .

“Weall, what do vom want?' g
growled “‘Haven't you done enongh
alrondy T Do yon want to gloat over my
mimery an@-?dg“\tl liike
the h!-“hnruul that yon are, and now

ou've come to glory in yoar work. ™’

“1 have come, '’ Darganig nn@ e,
striving to keep calm in Tace of the tor
rent of wonls with which he was an
wndhed.
the figwl, to bring you &

o P
. L

ihe Rirl who belioves s you atill I!
come to ey that sha bulivves youo inno !
cent. will ever beligve vou innocent ' i

*Thank God for that!" 4

“That la my fret Juty, snd 1 have
dimhiarged i, and now 1 have come to
bolp yon if 1 oz :

eHelp ¢ # sten to hbmo— l;r u
Haven't yvon done enoogh fur me al- 1 Childre
rosdy 1 Hlaven't you put the l|<rlnba LAk [Oil, = | .

Lm\ nock? What more can yon do, oh l‘\ll‘[{"\l' Fili
Purlinge 1 can bolp u¥ take it " pl | { H ! |
nguin, i you are anly rensonable at lI sm LA "' ﬁd awe . 2 1 !
will nuswir o fow philn guestions ' A E f' ' SLen'c llne Of !”e wor‘d !

““Well, go ahead® Thoro's otio Surm- é - B h
intion—things can’t be worse even It — '—1 alw&’s oug I
you do take luAh what | say and ns | hfw‘ﬂ[ﬂf.ﬂ‘\‘ I .
1t In ovidence sgainst me alt wom t Slmﬂﬂmw and legula 4 il B i & o !
avall now. "’ wmﬁmmcb : Weelkly Ixeur=ions!

“Why,'' calmly agged Darrent, **did | e “ |
som instigate  Arhnr  Ridgewsy W ANFANWIS A ( l‘llLD“l.'.\ TO THE | w o
wtenl that Bpx of chessmon from Ty e s e i _
i.:m, and wmnd them .‘.l.\---w Pre aDi 'sliﬂ!'l(ttflrl"‘ I

Astirny gazed in nstonigient nt Dar !mmm ('Dilldin‘ﬁ nedher E .AL S I : b
rent. It wos nseless Geattaanpt to deny “i’ﬂ’mm nor Mineral | )
thi fact sincs Dafrent_know it T NARCOTR. Uph slstered o "

“Becagso 1 belloved thoy were of i ———rp———— - Tourist
utimos@ value to me, "' . Sleapers

CWhy ' “J@?immm ep

“(d Marsden hod nlwgys Il me Popd Soadd = | i
telieve they were @ had always told mj"":‘, I I chnrge of expeortegeod ool and
e that there was gume scrat connect- o Anvre Soud » i arter -
od with them that 1 most one day know, Tadn ¢ B
not in his Hfvtime, he sald, but when o - : Yo K anss (e Gl -
he was gune -—‘n-r-ln}!l‘ tf he over died %‘%ﬁ ﬁ Bailivlo temie wiih
suddenly.  When we were good frivnds ol ln m v ;. . :. win & "t
sud sl to play chess together in the ecl RMV fanﬂn“ll{Iﬂ- ke ':' i
wld dnys nt The cirnnge he we mld «ften "0“ Soul‘ Slﬂmﬂth l)lanW> 5 t hiengn Alton 1S r"' WAl
sy as we sot ont fhe men, ‘Dou’t for wu-msﬁonvuh.mm Feverish- || VLLNM AN
got, Astray, {f anything over happens| § wmﬂLO.'O. Sumay. n“ a'a I-» Ohipahin, (i
to me you will find a secrat hitdden 1 b Iindl | 0 W ;
those pleces, in the (vory queen. ' '’ ng Si aa.m:lurc of via Nl

“*The ivory queen?’ " 2 l " ‘ : " I p—

“Tho white lvory queen. *“When 1 Y -" FORK wa " - "
mn gone, Asteay, and [ may go sudden- NEW _ o - \
ly. Ono never knows!" " \ ' L -.. .

*‘Fo satd that 1" . o ey

“Yeu. Why should I lienow? *When ...! P vin I
I s gone. you will find o seeret in the lington Saptv, BET W
ivory queen that will explain all that 1 LEACT COMY OF JEAMRE. |
dure not tell yon now.’ That's what he . I‘ Raveg (4lr 0! Mkl Trais Da
sakd many a time. "' THE SHETELS SOMAASY. BEE Tem SH Samls,  withon!

“Anl 5o, nfter the murder, yon got m I.g.. v Ngli Lak = .
Arthur Ridgewsy to impersonate n de & WMomms el | deoslffal \ :
etive from Chicago and obtain those Falwap, 1 hod| &
chammen for yon and then send them = I
W Bideford, where yon thoughs they 4 Jas suopover arranged of Fglt Lake
wonld be safe?’” p ’7 and liencer, i

u"‘l " a’ dﬂd Py

“Aud yoo do nod yor know the se g l / A ride throngh the (unous Coi vado . -

"0 = lll l i/ { , 3 Eaypr ik

“Ro Howe ! Yo p (2 w Ak vour tuket agent for & tcket o0 e
Q.'?".?“,:t;ﬂt,:h :“u ‘:I:u..::l.:: the Donser & o feranle sBsurdon. ,‘, 10 l' . :
sl I've never hoen free an instaut ~annd mm- Orcgon fatwws .u.ii'.'nt::. S S e
L A P Arwtrnowc, LL B Principal. | A Weso, Pentnan & Secrelary. |

“Whe Aid von pever oamtion it at ) R0 ‘.r-n'” E. B '..'. |

. " - ¢ | I hirangh
"ﬂ".l:.h " PR ' I TH: .u.' won LD 0' .u’l"t’s 1 'I:;nl Surar. "f’:'\'"u"’.:“- L - I_ ‘

“ W oon | i MO & o T'te SRS v b Lok - 11N (o imglin it 4 ar. W, ._' ' .! :
bod mothing & Au with the munlo gives profitalile camployment to hinnd: o o grades ndd el o ‘vhnuvnﬂ. % §. HOUPED sda. amif § :
Leave we, leave moe to mywlf! Feo more  Seud {ov our catalogue.  Learn g wc leoch. ey, Ten®! 'asn. & 'l'a-tﬂ Sgent, bl
sworm & won thet | am innaevat Ienoer s [l
What's the goel ' Yo Ao sog belicve A BUSINESS EDUCATION PaAVS : - .
it. Xwe eold the parsen hoew J'm inne- i " r:, . l

coat  He dos wot beliove it All he
e in, ‘Regent, repent.’ 1 am sick of
#all 1w condemned, and I've gt to
mffer © For heaven's sako, lewwe me in
peacy un#l she ond comes!"

And, Acwpite @ll Durrent's afforts to
ger him o toll Astray Morsden wondd
oot open his lips again, wonld nok ateor
o tbey word, bt sat glum and tned-
tnrn. Taring into space with eves that
sa® nothiog nnless it was the ahastly
mtlines of a smflold with o Aangling
fope

Finlicg it wwelws to lingor, Darrmt
feft tho dall and staemed to his own
e at the Puloce hotel and, having
ockod the door. Bonk ont the two Jvory
chompen A carofilly esnmined thom
The pawn was cit out of oo solid piocs
off iw Ty with the axception of tho ﬂat
hase, which with g Aoxtorms twisg of
bie Armg Gugees Darrcnt voserowod
There was wo ervetery ghwnt that, nad
be lad tom one «id0 aud gickod mp the
wwory ganen  Tho littlo sgatue stond
ahont thew nud g half inches high, and
the hase had a Alaeter of ghout ap
faeh ad o half and forned @ siell cie
enlar plathorn npown which the Meire
atood?. the Rowing robe eonching & the
wilgo alk ronnd

Geippiug \he haso, lmrrnt rwisted
it to the right anA the Symre suarw-
ol teealing 8 BOg narrow cavite
rooning the whole lencth of the hode
ints which ¢ightly sdlod ap. 0 weay
of parcomens had heeo pushiod. ' With
whe PLAc of Iam penkndfe ke carefally
withdrew the im0 weoll which war
aheu® oo ok long be two fncles wide
and agrogd it ont efore Rl 1t was
covira? with very muall writing and
aithoagh e ol was sonowhat (aded,
be made ont withont wach Mlcain
the £k wing tnawi)tiom

Wieo te 1) moom Binas hirosh the contee
of vl gigee W the tep of e Libeary win
w ieaik iong the Boak will rench at mid
HoUve weed. Mesiure from (het

the wesi find ht et 10 the
will Bach 0 the Walnaol; then
o B wm e wall 1o e vl
in

earvel!

i WNire
il guill Fopremeil

Thrvo times Durrent resd the paper

thrvonegh  What could i€ mean? What
myatery waw there hifden behind those
Aark oak pancled walls in the dreary
libeary st The Grange ! Was thore some
guilty secrot stowed away that old
Mursden had hidden all throngh his
life, bat had wishod when he was doad
that &stray shonuld know?! Was thore
pomibly somie clow to the renl murderer,
something that should tell an avenger
where to search for old Marsden's ene-
my, the deadly enemy that had struck
the mnrderons blow, or was thero some
concenled wenlth lying behind  that
punel for which Josinh Marsden had
beon murdered? If he had ben mnr-
dered for that wealth, those who had
killed him knew where the trensure was
hidden and oo deabt had stolen it al
ready. It was nseless to specnlate. He
mnst go to The Grange at onee, follow
ont the nstructions of the parchment
and soo what way the resalt

“Now." said Darrent o himself as
alone he entored the library at The
Grange, "1'm not going to wait for
iny hoens pocns of moonlight and mid-
night I'm fust going for this orow
wentil peroll work, and if there's n bit
of it loose 1711 find it and what's behind
it ton " 0 In the gathering dusk he took
n rale from his pocket and mensared six
feet from the ground on the portion of
the wall not coverwd by the bookcnses
and fonnd that that was exactly the
]ll‘lﬂllf of the orunmental scroll work on
the paneling Then, with & porfable
electric lamp and & large magnifyving
glnes, he onrefully examined the carv
ing Presently he capme toa piece whoro
a Join in the wood conld e discernmd
and, pulling it forward n panel some
chght inches ox ten inchos long -nlnP
with it. disclosing a

erwd volume [hn nt tovk the ook ont
and gmshed back the panel: then, st
ing himself in one of the corners by the
firvplaoe, procogxd 1o rend J

‘ﬂ“lrc 35 coxTiNvED.] g
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