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or dees it nctt Ha! You're langhing
Nover mind Yon haven't got the right
lght im it Come tonight and see it
and vou'd swenr It was the genuine ar
ticle” Ope handred wone Duylight does
not smit any of ne  Now, look St mu
What 1 ! £, eh? Bee me o
night P th o boao, 38, and lovely as
the rising son.  Look at the heroine
Ah! Bhe's o pretty girl anyway, 18n't
she? But she’ll ook @ goddess, o por
fect goddess of 21, tonight. As it s
she's' -

“Now, Arthar, don't tell any sto
ries,'" u very pretty girl stunding by
the muanager cexclaimed, putting her
hand over his wouth  “"He's always
talking nonsense,'' sbe continued, iu

an oxplanitory way, to Ht-rlmt Dar-
rent
My wife, sir,”” Rldgeway mnuuw«i
reloasing the hundred ton hammer
which descended with a dead wooden
thud, and, putting his asm roood the
wirl, “one of the best, one of the very
best, nnd the predtioss Jdittle heroine cn
Darrent shook hands with the lady
and paid her an easy litdle compliment
that ralsed her color and cansed her
bushand to berm npon them both.

“Look st that, nir—-—lnok at it he
exclaimed delightedly. *“Therang love
oIy Littls innocent bigshfor you! And
yot you'll find peaple who suy s woman

AN dlave yop mr'.-ﬂ that Enife be-
Jare
fargets how to blosh directly she goes
an the stuge. Hanm it, fir, they onght
to be horfewhipggsd, and I'd fie to have
* the doing of it! Now, excuse me jnst
ane minnte more-—wmnst go throngh s
little sténe -and then I'm yonrs Hy
the way, '’ he continmed anxionsly, “‘yon
Uon't want to go on the stage, do yon?
Don’t say yon do; shouldn’t lige to re-
fawe you. 1 lijge the ook of you, bat I'mi
full—full. **

DArrent shook ki% bhead lsnghingly,
mad the mansger, moch relloved, bns-
Hed acroes the stuge and rmshed into re-
lsmrsal of the Rttle scene.

“A good hearted fellow," was the
way Herbert Durrent sumumed up the
moond rdiation of Josinh Marsden and
fell into s reverie about the first relu-
tion he had "'met and why natore had
ever found it worth her while to creats
fuch a colossal idiot.  Or- the idea al
ways came to him— Sys the man us big
afool as he protended to 13 or some
thing more of & raguoe?

His ruminations were interrupted and
M wis brought bick to the world ngain
by finding Mr. Ridgewyy standing be-
figre him, wildly brushing his hand
through his hair gnd looRing the very
pctars of fyreical despair,

“tehold her, Sehold hgr!” the man:
gow  oxcitedly shomipd, wAving his
heond toward his §ife. “Whit dow she
e et

Durrent thought w himglf that sho
BEdugl lide Phav sha wee, 3 vy bright
young girl, but he gy nd® even given
Wme to cxpresy his opinidn,

“Doge she lool broken hearted uudi
BArving? Not a bit, not o bit like it
I've gome throngh this scene dozens of
#mes, nod she won't loog migeably 1
dpn't helieve she can, bless her heart!”

“Oho on, go on, Enter James Hardy ‘
He's the villsin of the piece, " he ox-

ined to Darrent.  *“*Sqnire Handy, in
ve with the village malden; good old
crusind  melodrama. Bot won't 1t go?
Won't the public hoot himt Ah!" and
the energetic manager roshed across
the stiee geain. It won't do, 1 tell
son. You say ‘You're in mp 'P‘nmn"
o if yon %ero JABing the time Fhe negd
apbin st@ted M Chicgro. #ut @wme
i into . Wow, thon, mys doder, Srigd

drom him. 1 Foow he's st g hell Al
B potunlly, bot thet's nov Ris clae
aclyr in the y, That's Iptter. Xo.

walt g minate  ‘You're in m® jower’
~—yol that's ull right. Shrin} sad thes
W a litWs whriel. Xow xo teed 1P
comM wo him owce mow, [ conld ®e

comtmb ' Whet's maht. Enwr Narfiy
omp, ‘in my (pder' 17l Sl 1
mn lowe! Who will mec me?' Ah, vewy

gl 1 enter; geuged Won, Fagi's all
mght Nog do it like tt wnight."”

The littls gene g oviflongls geelal 4
® Mr. Ridgeway's satishotion, gn@ bw
walked over to Horbert Dérrent. *Bote
air, 1 wm vonrs to commnand.

The ditective, ever a gqnic jndge o
character, hadd long sines nrrived at the
conclusion that the bl way to deal
wifh Mr. Hidgeway was to come to the
Hoint wt onovy nnll baving taken a seat
ip thut gentlenug s foom and accepted
s glass of wine thap was genceronsly
pressed npon him, he placed his hand in
his pocket and, taking out the spring
knife, Inid it upon gae table

1 am not goi l'un\‘h-mpttndﬂ'viw
you, Mr. Ridgewny, ' he exclaimed. 1
tell yon frankly 1 am a detective. in

niring into the murder of yoor consin,
osiah Marsden. ™'

The managoer, with his ayes rivetad
upon the kuife, nodded his bead, bat
said nothing

“When did yoa ses Josinh Marsden
last 1"

“Pwa years ago, when Re foreclosed
on his mortgnge on this theater and
tarnd  me into the streets  almost
ruined. I was the pruprhvtur thin. Now
I'm only ghe mannger.” Ridgeway re-
plied, with suppressed passion 10 his
voice. “*Never seen him sinee then and
always prayod 1 pever woald—in cas
o nct'l(l.ntn s

o Ahl Have yon evef seen that knife
beforet'’

Ridgoveay « nnghl his broath,

Marsden was nrdered UW
knife. Do you remember ever @ 0ing it
s UNover " the vtammer replied, turn-
ing his gure from the kuife to his own
hewits il nvrw:tmly fingering the stem
of his wineglass vaf Thn.lkm
absolutely cortaln of °

“A ool hearted fellow, '’ was Dar-
rent’s mental note as he obsorved the
obvions  embarrnsanent of the man
“He's not used W) tolling lies, VA it's
Bo nee "

“Soen Astray Marsdes l.ndn
Ilkr;wml

“No. "'

““He's abroad, fu he not 1"

| eame to Durront all the more dificult

| more strongly than all, by the Tetter of

Aecace ki @ch b inch, 9hen §cgsugl

Fa

thur Ridpeway, jumping w0 his feer
“Yom dom't mein to say yoo suspect
him Y It's impossible. Hoe woulda'y do
It 1'd stako my right hapd on it He's
& tmmp, as white &8 man as woas ever
mads. "’

“And so {8 his friend, Arthor Ridge-
way, ' Darront interpossd, slapping him
on the back  “There, don't disturk
yoursalf  If he's innocent, he'll be able
to prove it fight encagh ' And wring-
tng the man's hand, Herbert Durrent
sirolled ont of the thenter and toward
the railway station

“Arthar Ridgeway recognizes the
knife and knows that Astray Marsdon
has returned. ' be moses  ““Very well;
things are getting clowe. Now to see
whether young Muarsden is wofthy of
this man's good opinton or (8 one of the
bigigest scunndrels breathing ™'

CHAPTER V
DAREENT MAKES AN AMREST

If Hevbert Darrent possessod one fanit
maore than another, it was that of being
a littie too self contident

In the profession that he find choson
to ndopt and of which b was docidedly
prond he Mad been phenoamnenally sne-
cessful. partly owing to his own per-
coptive fuenltios and partly, be owned
it himself, to good Inck

Althongh he was always ready to re-
gard his clews from different points of
view and test them well before be took
decisive action, those cases that he had
woven out of a single thread in the past
had always proved his deductions to be
s0 correct and well founded that, being
still & young man. he was sometimes
inclined to b lod a®ay by idvas of his
own infallibility. He was invariably
cantions, nniformly prodent and gener-
ally right

What a camfortable feeling for u man
antil one day the awakening comes,
and comes a little radely !

In order that Policeman Thompson

sbonild gain noreul inkling of the direc-
tion in which his thonghts were tenfl-
ing, he had that morming proved to
himy  conclusively that the mouorderer
conld be none other than Astrgy Mars-
den and then, just as cledrly a fow
minutes later, that he very prolmbly
war not, and now he wmiled g goiet
smile of gnspd ndf agtisfgotion At the
perplexity into which he had thsown
that worthy officer of the law. It wan
A harmless conceit, a little e of D
rent's own, that he had Sregquently in-
dulgsd in to the amgpement of many
whom he had chanedl to mgR—the
building up of the mosedamning evi-
dence from the very dlenderest of clogs
and then, presto, the demolition of the
whole thing, the crumbling sway of
the entire Wbric as he placell a diffr-
ent interpretation npon each pigee of
evidenes, and the whole thing fuddl in-
to less than nothing!

A harmless sport enongh this in it-
self, tng & dangerous game when the
stake was Jife or death

The detective, comfortably ensconced
ina seat of the train for Chicngo, was
rending over the notes that he had
made in gegard to the case nnd now and
ngain glancing at one or other of the
relics of the marder as he wished to
confirm a point, whistling through ks
teoth the while a chorns fragh the latedt
comic opera

It was not that Herbert Darrent veas
in himsell eallons of death or of mur-
der, bnt when one's daily lif» is given
to the constant handling of relicd of
eritw they cuise to be ohjects of awe,
lose their grewsome associaticns and
simply become clews that shall gesist
the chass,

The stained knife with ®@hich the
desd was committed wonld doubtles
froeze the blood of any favored visitor
whet it was wdded to a detective bo-
rean’s collection of criminal Wegpons,
but to Darrent it formed ouly one im-
portant item in the complicated puzzle
that he was putting together. He put
it together plece by piece. It seemed to
him to it too vasily. Everything point-
#d too mueh in one direetion. What to
an ordinarily constitnted mind wonld
have looked so excesdingly simple 1®-

becanse of that very simplicity

Every bit of evidence that he had col-
lected pointed directly to Astrny Wars-
den as the marderer. There was no got-
ting wway Mom it for already the knifs
hud been recognized.  Astray was ofin-
demned Ly every  cirenmstance and,

the murdersd man, the 9%ined gnd
crumpled letber that Dnhu-ﬁ hind tried to
conceal.

Durrent conld harfly ke p from half
wishing that old SAlarsden had not left
the paper. Ho M a little gonoved that
what prompfdd 1o be a blg mystory,
nip@ whigh he conld egercise hia tal
ents, Bf@ld oW o® W 13 none agd
tdaviie, she Averichs deway donld I
Wit Nows v Reovat ole mnrderer, fo

scqunintance on the fee had told him
o omee vl ho# doms vhe dad and
Aunder Mmdal fweodll of ¢ golicemnn had
il w0 el YBe adeg paper that
sccinael the mnrflorge

To 8 clover @uwctive who had hoped
fir g venglal ahein W nnnrgvel, which
woull wdd yet pnoshae lanrel to the
man® which he $are, it wae annoying,
and when Imrrent gréived in Chicago
Swml w3 b ® haaflguarters he was
e in ¥ies %619 o Meie of mind and
“prglly romerdd® Dinwglf @ o little il
igdll

At 10 o'cloch sow? morning Darrent
sliabtafl Aom & har@m at A coroer
vear the Hodal hotel, and g= he started
W cradf® the se@9 § tall ltmthlnck [ T8
odted him

“Shi bhon®¥

T detective halted and sloWly took
off his glove

I adl vight. " the boothinck rapidly
continnsd in an gudertone.  **He's still
there. cat®F™nst night: not out
since. "' And he wecopted with becoming
hnmility the cuin which Darrent drop-
ped. at o respectful distancg into
very dirty palm

“Send wy oard np to Mr Marsden, "’
was Durrent's instroction to the clork
at the Hoyal hotel. “und say that 1
must see NiM At anee on  EMportan.
African business '’

Astray Marsdon, who sat idling over
his breakfast and skimming the morn

the name, and I'm not o calls
from ghonorables, y in this
conntry, V show the gentle-

min o
Honorable Ropert Grey,"' he
seated. **Well, it doesn’t matter, aft-
er all. I suppose I shall soom learn his
bosiness: bonght & claim ont @
haps.  But how in the world doss he

E.w me or that ['m staying here 1’
Rising from the table. he stood by
the fire, with his olbow on the mantel
piece and his chin resting in his hand,

- | says, demands

ing paper. &'anced at the eard which of pete ¢ United Statas,8' the
the smart » boy bronght him and : y - €
listened to trl‘::‘:nmxe “ ®Mhe Ilunnrd t "‘M“’l Ypays no gold for
able Rupert Groy " Ham! Don't peace. Weo never gave a bribe for

ON a pe i live Fuiarmaiies L ree v i

v wing of the fond, d =trems afier enling or
fany form of dyspeme e it e |_,. Ix
wives tewoedin v ielel, 256 ots, and

pwaiting the arrival of his visitor
Astray Marsden was a fine, well bnilt
and tolerably good looking. half Amer- |
jeanized young Englishman. with the |
flgnire of & Hervnles, but Dame Nature, |
in one of the many tricks she m;:.ml
of playing n her childron, ven
hllx I{I :f‘lﬂr;mwonh dapumition, which
was betrayed by a glance ot hi® face—
a form of strength. & mind of weak-

*'Bo they say. "’
*“Ah1"

ness: & wood fellow, bt no backbone;
ever ready to proerastinate, never m.d)’ |

o act. Hn:wu.mwlﬂ‘

_‘ - L4

tmen and loak back on g the stresta as,
be towered above the phssersty, The
embodiment of strength without they
oonkl ot know how wonl and vaciiiat

Ing Lin was withine® Yle was simply the
ottcoran of otie of pature's little hn-
wary that pevent monotony in the hu-
INAG FAce.

Hoarlwet Darrent ecomld searcely ry-
prise a sturt a# he enteyed the oo
Astray Marsden wus as he had hiwselt
described, s he had pletared bim &
the life oven to the position fo which
he stood, the very position that the &
tective had cogjufed op us he Stood tn
the litwary @t The Grange .

It was only anothoe proof of ghe
wonderful accurncy of his §dnction
It really seomed that the man had pos |
to complote the case which the detect
ive from sach tiny clews had woven = |
siciilfully sronnd him !

“The Honorable Rupert Groy ' = 1)
Astray interrogatively |

Durrenl shrugged his shonlders nnd
taking the card from Astray's hond ’

quictly tosed it behind the fire 10 by
replied . *“*“Herboert Darrent of the Chi
engo detective burenn.  Une is obliged
ta nse an alias smmetimes. The envmies
of the force tl!llllll,' do, 0 we're level
on that. "'

The effoct of his words cartain)y sur-
prised Darrent, nsed as he was o sor-

prises nnder similar situntions, for thee= g

' said AN

@ Maowahls Befieed (7

teay Wilerrogatisnciy.
man Ssasfl o utherly collujfe oo
his ey and fell back into ¢ chair by
whe fismide, the ®ars gicwmms of abject
ffew anfl dagmiv.

CPectgod Davreend, the @tecve?’
ARxay mlaal
Darrent naidefl Ris hesd,

“You hyve come o gread wet"”

Axain the Qetecrive maldel  He felt
@ bit erplepdl. ™is was Aiferent from
suy of hiis peevions captures, where the
arimine had either lied or showyo fight
and stempwl to egaje.

“For the morder of my guardign,
digpigh Warallon, eh 1" Adryy continned,
his tongue wetting his perched lipa

“Ya. fn the marfler of* Josdnh Murs-
den on danm. 12 at his country home,
whizh he cglled The Grange, Norcombe,
and 1 warn yon''—

“1 Bnow wha$# yon warn me."' the
other gaspedl-—*‘tha® Yhatever 1 may
say ngy ' talen down and used in
evidence nesinst me. Then nse it |
pm moaent. b swear it I've been
hewe, and now the wos® has happened,
ond I shall b Rengal-—haneed Lu nng
1 cign't clege mysel®, life many another
mor wsotdh Dad lsan lseeuse fate wim
sznin® Riny Viam 1 shadl ba: Ranwed be-
odn a men in his hatered of me con
dongl me to degdh and then went
with the devil'® own sin npon lis soul
to face oterpity. He hated me.  He ol
ways hafsl mie  Whea £ 16M him that
night, ho corged me, and as he died he
conceived the dilas, mR Pilleinsus
le

“Yon hafl Wptew #il this 4o your
comnsel. *"

“1 want no counsl TRe woqr is
romndd my nech alreade.”” He puy his
finger up and looswfd his collar, as
thongh he alroadzfelt the clingine goiy
of the hemp.  “I can't eenye vhea 4o
himself condemned me. "

**Shgll 5 owler g cabh '’

Wk order menb? WA pov heud-
en@Aue Ad drogs me thwoneh #he spade
o Chicigro? Let the world sce an iuno-
cent man who will 1@ done to Ssdwh &
aitisfy the luw, the bloaibonnAs o the ]
law, who yeip for vengeance, who muosy
hang some one, beonnse gablic seote-
ment shricks for n vietim. "'

Darrent shrogged his shoulders, e
was beginning to feel 1ore at home |
now that Astrny had lannched ot into |
this tirnde. He had boen enllosd o blood- |
honnd o often by oriminals he hod
traced and captared that it soanded al-
mot like o confession of guilt

“You're not condemned yet, " he
coblly answered **You're only arrested

[To e coxTivvED.)

No Flaw, Ne Palterips.

The wonderful receplion W the
man who ecarried the Amesicen fag
into the Philippines was fitly (ot n-
el at Washington by the sset @d#o
sent him thither,

“There was no fin® ba pomd vie.
tory; there will be no felammg &
maintaining it,”

History and prophecy; & 198hate
und & promise; a record and & grdiep.

When did any praidensd of e
United Siates oser put mome g 1.
teen words?—N., Y. Sun.

The stgtemant in Againpdn's pie
clamalion thet he fornmal a veoPwml
wlligoee @ith the United Stams ¢ivn
De@ey ngl tyo S marican consule in
Asia sl o%pe the chaotie condition ol
%is mind. He ought to Bnow that
congress and the president deal with
na inn! wmpacts, In addition e
TSt his wssertion hes becn ploved to
e entirely fulse,
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