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Tbe old lady merely raised her banda
and eyea in auryri at tbe peculiar
aspect of to guest I bad brought in. bnt
aba waa too polite and too wall trained
to aay anything She bustled abont. and
in five minute aba bad a comfuruLI
room ready and a grand wood fire crac-
kling and roaring ia tbe stove.

I brought tbe student a suit of my
own clotnea old one including plen-
ty of warm underwear, and tba ahiver-
ing little rascal climbed into tbem with
a chuckle of delight Then I bade hira
ait and warm bimaelf till dinner time,
when b abonld have tba finest meal
brought ia to him that ever be bad par-
taken) of oa thia planet

When b bad consumed thia and b
ate every particle of each conrae that
waa placed before him and bad negoti-
ated bottle of wine, which, of coarse,
be drank to tbe dregs, I returned to
see in wbat frame of mind be now waa.
I found him in tbe most amiable,
and. observing that tbia waa ao. I asked
the fellow whether be waa new pre-
pared to atrike a bargain, and. if so.
whether be conld give aome indicatioa

f tbe kind of information be bad to
1L II grinned and lay back in bia

rhair, entirely happy.
"You are liiris Landrinof, son of

Connt Vladimir Landrinof. are yon
not?" be aaked laxity. '

I replied with beating heart that I
was.

"Well" be said, "it ao happen that
I have ametbing to aay about bira
that may interest yon."

CHAPTER XX.
BAHOAIMSO FUK INroKMATmS.

The little student looked keenly at
me to see bow I would receive bis atate-men- t.

He wished no doubt to eatiuiate
the valne of tbe information which be
prof cued to be able to give me by
watching tbe effect of bia remark npon
tbe ex premie, n of my face.

I am afraid I added thonaanda of
rnblea to that estimated Value aimply
through my inability to control my
countenance.

I would have given worlds to appear
to remain indifferent or incrednlou or
what not, but I waa very young and
but a poor actor to boot and I gave my
band away lavishly.

I grew pale and red; I knew it I
clutched tbe arms of my chair; I felt
choky and faiut My heart behaved
ridicuhunly and commenced to play a
devil'e tattoo within my breast. I could
not speak; I believe I ahonld have cried
if I bad attempted it Had thia little
ran-a- l really and truly important com
mnnicationa to make concerning my
father? Conld he poaaibly know any
thiug? If so, Andre was equally well
informed. Nay, father must be or roust
have been, actually in tbe banda of
these rancala, though wby or for what
pnrpcae they should bave captured and
kept bliu I could not conceive.

If thia student could be brought over
into our camp and made to tell na all
be knew, why, be would be worth al
uiost any money to na. Not only would
are learn perbapa priceless news abont
my dear father, bnt we should, more
over, be able to score off Andre and
turn him at once, neck and crop, ont
of the bonae; nay. perbapa have bim ao
completely in onr power that we should
be euahled, by tbe help of tbe police, to
get hut) quietly aent away to place
where he conld no longer worry na by
bis prenence, which, of course, we only
tolerated for a moment in the hope of
obtaining our quid pro quo in the form
of information about father.

What a satisfaction it would be to do
itbont him altogether ba I How be

would fume and rage, tbe rawal for
nndonbtedly be flattered himself that
he had my mother and myself in the
hollow of hia hand, as, indeed, he bad
until thia moat fortunate rencounter of
mine in mid Neva with tha well feast
ed and pride puffed little rascal in tbe
armchair herel All these thought
paused very quickly through my brain
aa 1 sat trying to regain control over
my feature and my tongue before re-
plying to tbe student

At Inst I felt that I might attempt to
speak.

W hat you have just said. I began.
my voice sounding faiut and far away
in my own ears, "makes me think that
you may poseibly be in poweaaion of in-

formation that ia really valuable to na
If it ahonld prove so. yon will not re
gret having confided ft to me."

No, no; that ia not business," he
langhed. "See here, thia ia tbe post
tion I have vitally important newa to
give yon. news that concerns yonr fa-

ther and which yon can obtain from
none but me."

"There'a alwaya Andre." I blurted.
"Andre, fur reasons of bia own, and

mighty good one, wonld never reveal
it to yon not though you fed and
pampered and housed and paid him for
years to come Yon will nndentand
why when and if we have come tc
terms and my secret become yonr.
Very well, then. The position, I say. ia
thia- - I am in poawaeion of this informa
tion ion, being a dntiful son. are nat-
urally deairona of obtaining it. That ia
point No. 1 Point No. x You chae
me (heaven knows why) into a hole in
tbe ice. which in itself ia enough to
close my lip forever, in so far as con-
cerns tbe opening of the same to do yon
sny service: bnt point Na S. you pulled
uieont again. at some riak and with some
pluck, as I am ready to admit which
reopens my lips tc yonr advantage, if
(point No. 4) yon make it worth my
while to do so, and (point Na ft) since
my secret in itaelf is of some value, and
(8) since I am running risks which yon
little anspect in coming under yonr rfand srlling my seciet to yon, (point 7
and la.it) I cannot poeaibly put the fig
ure down at leas tban 10,000 rubles."

I wonld bave given tbe sum named.
I tbink. to take the little rascal by tbe
shoulders from behind and to kick him
run ml the room until either he died or
I tired, but I kept my temper and
showed little or no signs of the rage I
felt It waa bis conceited manner that
angered me far more tban the exorbi
tance of the sum be demanded for hia
information

To receive newa which wonld set na
upon a track which should ultimately
lead t" the discovery of my dear father
I wonld gladly bave paid ten times tbe
sum aaked. Put tbia little student wore
such a detestable air aa be spoke, and
waa, beside, such a consummate little
villain on the face of bim. that I would
bar given worlds, aa I aay. to kick the
secret out of bim or garote bim till be
was glad to aav bia neck by confessing
to hia share of tbe devilry that must
have been played with bia connivance
npon my poor father.

May I contnlt my two friend and
toy mother before answering y our ques
tion r' I said aa calmly aa I could. I
don't think the calmneaa was very
striking, however.

"Certainly not. Yonr mother and
tbe reat may agree afterward. Tbia
matter ia between yon and me. Who
are yonr two friend, by tbe wavf

One is a school friend, an English
man. I. said, "and tbe other ia Dorof- -
sky, whom yon tnnt have seen or beard
of from your friend Andre."

What) That little fool? Tbe one
that brought Andre over and tried to
paint him off nrn yea aa Connt Laa--
drinoft Tell bim wbat yoa) Uka. my J

abTeement with me for lO.oou ruble.
payable tomorrow turning.
with a guarantee tl.at in case of any
trouble my name ia at to be mentioned
a ia any way connti-te- with any ajutt- -

viinrif 1 1

f would have olrm rorll to kick th se
cret etu of him.

ter whatever that may be mentioned
between na. Either tbia agreement
sav. or tbe tbing ia off. and so am I.

and voa may whistle for my secret!'
"Oh, eninel" I said, trying rather

feebly to amume a nonchalance wbirh
I did not feel "la that caee tbe police
will soon find ineana to induce you to
tell na wbat yon know."

Tba atndent made a geature of spit
ting.

"Tfnl" be aaid. "that for yonr po
lice? Tbey bav nothing againut me. If
yon declared to them (an. 1 you wonld
be a fool to do it) that I bad aaid this
snd tbat. I abonld aay. simply. 'This
man ia a liar.' My Word is as good aa
yours. Why should tbey believe yours
and not mine? Let tbem prove tbat
von spoke truth and that I lied!"

Tbi waa tbe fact, and I recoguixed it
But another and a bettor idea struck
ma.

"Stop!" I aaid. "Yon are going too
fasti You bave forgotten the terrible
riak you are running, as yon took care
to inform me, by stopping in tbia bouse
and dealing with me for your secret
Tbere ia our friend Andre to be consid
ered. In aettling tbe terms for your in
formation we must take into comudera
tion tbat a word to Andre wonld get
you into trouble."

"Dare to do it I Unlydare to attempt
it, corse yonl cried the student, grow
ing suddenly white a paper. "You are
right aa to the fact; but see bere, you
sbonldn't live a day, neither you nor
yonr mother, if you played the traitor;
I awear tbia. There are many who
would avenge me"

"Nonsense," I said. "No one knows
yon are here, and we ahall take good
care tbat no one discovera tbe interest
ing fact tor the reat, spare yonr
tbreata nntil yon are in a better poai
tion to carry tbem ont and until you
bave better reason, moreover. You are
perfectly aafe here, my friend, and 1

am prepared to pay a fair price for
yonr newa. bnt yon aball not cheat na.
What aay yon to 5,000 rubles?"

"Cash down?" asked tbe student
with glowing eyea. "And a guarantee?'

"Certainly," aaid L "I will gnaran
tee that no one of my party mentions
your name or aaya anything to connect
yon with these matter."

"Done I" cried the little rascal
"Fetch yonr casbbook and pen and ink.
and we'll aettle tbe matter before we
sleep."
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trafel to far. Don't think aoe nnirrate-fo-L

I am very moch obliged to yon (or
palling iM oat I'd rather die of cold
at boum, or banger either, tban drown
Ilk a rat under tha ice. Bab I Tba idn
la aickcningt"

"Look here." I aaid. an idea atriaing
bm. "If jour placa U ao cold and un-
comfortable and yon'ta no changa of
clothe, yon aball lia op for a faw dare
at my bonae. Yon aball ba fed well and
bare a good reat When yon fe all
right agaia. yon aball ba frea to go. Do
joo consent t"

"Iiotatopl WhyailtbiaT Who are
yon I Yon polled ma out of tba water
at aoOM riak, and I am gratefnl for it
bnt when yon eonia to utter ma tbeaa
cither himlnmeu I dob't know what to
tbink. I a in suspicions of yocr good
fultK. tt. atnw all, wby ebonU yon
treat mm in tliia way a toUl stran-
ger."

"There ia a certain eerlce which I
tbink yon can render ma if yon like,"
I Mid. "I will tell yon that lunch. I
would gladly koep yon in Inxary for W--

years if I coo Id obtain certain informa-
tion from yon which yon may or may
not ba able to give me I There, I am
opn with yon, yon aee."

"Good! I will ba norm with you.
Bee here! I woald bpII ruy aonl for ten
year of Inxnrioaa life. ' If there ia any
information that It ia in my power to
give yon and you f prepared to pay

well for it, yon aball have all I bar to
tell yon and I aball make Ih term a!l
the easier becsnae yon 2ngired me out
of yonder death trap. lint why abonld I

particularly I be able to kit yon
the information yon deaireT Ara yon
anre that I pomeM it?"

"No, I am not HUH yon are anre to
be able to afford me aume eatiafaction.

. if yon cannot tell me all I winh to
know. Htep out qnicker. The faatcr we
go tbe aijni' yon ahall have warm
room and aome dry rlotbea and a fall
wear

"A hot meal hot meat, and ao on V

Hid the (indent, looking wolflxbly at
me, "and perbapa glas of wine or
good beert"

"Moat ceTtainly." I langhed. "If
yon fancy it, wby nott Are a good meal
and a glass of beer ao nnwouted a lax
nry to yont"

"I have not eaten a really fnll meal
for two yeara, at leant That which I
eat ararcely aerrea to keep body and
aonl together.

"Ara yon ao terribly poor, then ?" I
naked. I bad never aeen inch poverty
I bad alwaya bad plenty of tba beet of
everything and bad never coneo,nently
realised what the want of good food
meant

"Uod knowa bow I live," abivered
tbe atmlent "I don't "

We were now on tbe Palace qnay and
rapidly approaching onr big bouse tbe
very place be bad last left before we
bad both atarted npon onr wild and ill
omened race.

"Where are yon taking me tot" ba
aaid.

"To my home, of course," I replied.
with a langh.

"Which bonae ia Itf" be aaid, bang
Ing back a little. "Not thia huge one
tbe Landrinof mansion?"

"Ye, certainly. Why not? I am
Gonnt Boris Landrinof, and yon ahall
be my gneat, aa I promised.

He etopped on the doorstep, abivering
violently.

"Oh. I dare not" ba aaid. "Not
there I I dmn t gneea yon were
yonng Connt Landrinof."

"Nonaenae. " I aaid. "Now we have
made one another'e acquaintance, yon
will find I am quite aa good a friend,
and perbapa a more profitable one, tban

well, than yonr other friend in here
Kornilof or Andre Landrinof, or

whatever yon may call biro. Coiuel He
ahan't know yon are in the honael"

"Swear it I" aaid the student, ahak
Ing mora than even bia eeinifrosen con
dition demanded. "If be were to know
I waa In tba placa and on confidential
teruia with yourself, be won 1I no. I
daren't coma in, I really daren't"

"Think again." I aaid. "Fifty ru- -

blea a month ao long aa yon live in the
bonae and aervo me in any way I ahall
demand of yon. If I ahonld not need
yonr aervicea. a gratnity of 800 rnblea
each year for ten yeara, or a Inmp'anm.
if yon prefer it of 1,500 rnblea. "

Stop I Ia tha bonae ao large that I

can live in it and thia other aa well,
and ba not know 1 am tbere?"

"There la room for 90, none of whom
abonld kuow of tbe presence of tbe otb
era."

"Well. I think Ml cornel" be aaid
"Ai for information, I cannot tell, of
coarse, wbat it ia yon intend to demand
of dm, bnt. now that 1 know yon are
yonng Landrinof. I may tell yon that 1

can, if J like, give yon aome informa-
tion which will be useful to yon."

"Abont thia Andrei"
"That and the reef
"Tell me now, I aaid, "before we

enter the bonae. becanae, abonld the in-

formation be valneleaa to me, I need not
occaaionyon the riak of coming into the
den of the tiirer. or rather Andre. Uiv
me an idea of yonr news."

"No. not yet I will jndire of the
valne of the bargain liefore I conclude
it Uo np the atepa by yourself, plraoa.
and we that And, that my friend
who ia ataying in the bonae ia out of
the way. If the coast is clear, I will

"come np.
I did aa he desired and found the

coaat clear.
"Come," I aaid. "it a all right t" and

np the marble atepa ran my ahivering
will o" the wisp and entered the honae

Throngh the front part of the build-
ing 1 led my man and into one of the
long wings that ran down on either
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side of the yard. To tha very end of
thia I took bins. and. ringing ap the
kouavkeeyer, bad bee pre Dare a warm
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