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travel so far. Don't think me nngrate
fal I am very woch obliged tw you for
pulling me ost.  I'd rather die of culd
#t bowe, or bunger cither. than drown
like a rut under the ice. Bah! The iden
is wickening !’

“Look bere,” T snid, an iden striking
me I your place is o cold and un
comfortable and you've no change of
clothes, yon sball lie ap for & few days
at my house. You shall be fod well and
have a good rest. When you feel all
right again, you shall be free to go Do
you consent 1’

“But stop! Why all this* Who are
you?! You pulled me out of the water
ot some risk, and | am gratefal for iv
bnt when you come to offer me thess
other kindnesses | dou’t know what to
think. [ sm saspicions of your gouod
faith, for, after all, why shonld you
treat we in this way—a total stran-
gor?”

“There is & certain service which |
think you can render me it you like,”
Peaaid **I will teil you that mach. |
wonld gladly keep you in luxary for ten
years if | cunld obtain certaln informa
tion from yon which you may or may
not be able to give me! There, | am
open with you, yon see.

“Good! T will be as open with you,
Hee here! | wonld sell my sonl for ten
years of Inxnricus life  [f thers s any
Information that it is in my power to
give you and you are prepared to pay

well for it, you shall have all [ have to
tell yom and 1 skall mwake the terme o'
the sasler becnuse yoo lugeed me out
of yonder denth trup. Bot why shonld 1
=-purtienlurly I—be able to give yon
the information yon desire? Are you
anre that | possess i1

“No, 1 am not.  Still you are snre to
be able to wfford me seme satisfaction,
if yon canpot tell me all I wish to
Bnow. Step out goicker. The fuster we
Ko the sooner you shall have s warm
rooms und some dry clothes and a fall
menl" —

A bot meal—hot mweat, nod so on ?
mid the stodent, Jooking wolflshly at
me, “‘and perhaps o glass of wine or
good beert"

“Most certainly,” | -langhed. **If
you fancy it, why not? Are a good meal
and a gluw of beer so nnwonted a Jux-
ury to you "

*“1 bave not eaten a really foll meal
for two years, st lenst That which |
ent soarcely serves to keep body and
wonl together.

‘“Are you so terribly poor, then?"' 1
asked, 1 had pever seen such poverty
1 bad always bad plenty of the best of
everything and had never consequently
roalized what the want of goud food
meant

“God knows how 1 live. " shivered
the stadent. I don't. ™

We were now on the Palace guay and
rapidly approaching ooy big house—the
very piace ha had last left before we
had both started upan our wild and il
omened race

“Where are yon taking me to?" he
said

“To my home, of courss,” I replied,
with a langh

““Which house fs it 7" be sald, hang-
Ing back a little “*Not this huge one—
the Landrinof mansion "’

“Yes, certainly. Why not?t | am
Connt Boris Landrinof, and yon shall
be my gnest, as | promised.

He stopped on the doorstep, shivering

violently

“Ob, I dare not,” he said “Not
there—I1-—1 didn't gness yon were
young Connt Landrinof. '

“Nonsense, " 1 sald.  “Now we have
made one another’'s acquaintance, yon
will flud [ am quite ns good a friend,
and perhaps a more profitable one, than
—well, than yonr other friend in here
—Karnllof or Andre Landrinof, or
whatever you may eall him. Come! He
shan't know yon are in the house!™

“Swear It snld the student, shak-
ing more than even his somifrozen con-
dition demuanded. *“If boe wers to know
I waa in the place and on confidential
terms with yourself, he wonld—no, |
daren't come in, I really daren't. "

“Think again,” | said “Fifty ro-
blea a month so long as yon live in the
house and serve me in any way | shall
demand of you. If 1 shoald not need
your services, u gratuity of 200 robles
each year for ten years, or 4 lnmp sam.
if you prefer it, of 1,500 rables

“Stop! Is the hoose so large that |
ean live in it and this other as well
snd he not know 1 am there 1"

*“There ls room for 30, none of whom
shonld kuow of the presence of the oth
ern. '

“Wall, 1 think I'l come!" be said
v A for information, | cannot tell, of
conrsa, what it is yon intend to demand
of me, but, now that | know yon are
young Landrinol, | may tell you that |
ean, iT 1 lke give you sowe informa:
tion which will be aseful to you. "

“*Abont this Andret"’

“*That and the rest.’

“Tell 1w now, " 1 suid, ““before we
enter the honse, becanse, shonlld the in
formation be valneless to me, | pesd ot
oocasion yon the risk of coming Into the
den of the tiger, or rather Andre. Give
me an fdea of vour news "’

“No. not yet. [ will jundge of ths
valne of the bargnin before [ eonclade
it. Go up the steps by yoarself, plense
and see that And—, that my frivnd
who is staying in the hoase s ont of
the way. If the const is clear, 1 will
come up. '

I Md s he desired and fonpd the
coast clear

Come, " 1T aaid, **it"s all right 1" and
np the marble steps ran my shivering
will o' the wisp and entered the house

Through the fromt part of the bmild
ing 1 lod my man and into one of the
Jong wings that ram down on either

- are Boria Landrinn? som of Couynt
rﬁ.ﬂ Landrinof, are ypou notf™

i 1
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"When be had consmmed this—and be
ate every particie of each conrse that
was pilnced before him —and had negoti-
atod & bottle of wine, which, of coarse,
be drank w0 the dregs. 1 retarned to
we in what frawe of wind be pow was
I found bim in the wost smiable
and, ubserving that this was so, 1 asked
the fellow whether he was now pre-
pared to strike a bargain, and, if s,
whether he conld give some indication
of the kind of informaetion be had to
wil He grivned and lay hack in his
rhair, entirely happy.

“You mre Boris Landrinof, som of
Connt Viadimir Landrinof, are you
Bot ' he asked laxily.

I rveplied with benting bheart that |
was

“Wall,” he sald, “it so bappens that
I bave sumetbing to say abont him
that may interest yon.'*

CHAPTER XX
BARGAINING Kol INFURMATION,

The little stadent looked keenly st
me to see bow 1 wonhl receive hisstate
went. He wished no donbt 8o estimate
the valne of the informetion which be
professed to bhe able 1o give me by
watching the effect of his rerunrk upon
the vxproesicn of my face

I s afraid | added thousands of
rables to that estimoated valoe simply
through my inability to control my
vunntanance.

I woull have given worlds to appear
to remnin indifferent or incredulons or
what nmot, bt | wae very young and
bmt a poor actar to boot, and | gave my
hand away lavishly

I grew pale snd red; I knew it |
tlutehed the arms of my chair; I felt
choky apd faint My heart behaved
riddienlonsly and commenced to play »
devil's tattoo within my hreast. 1 could
not speak;: | believe [ shonld have cried
if I bad sttempted it Had this Httle
rascal really and troly important com-
mnpications to make concerning my
fathert Conld he possibly know any
thing? I so. Andre was eqaally well
informed. Nay, futher mnst be or must
have been, actoaslly in the bands of
these rascale, though why or for what
parpose they shonkl have captored and
kept Bim I conld not conesive,

If this stadent conld be broaght over
into onr eamp and made to tell ns all
he knew, why, he would be worth al
wost noy mopey to nae. Not only wonld
we learn perhaps priceless news about
wy dear Cather. bot we shonld, mure
over, be able to score off Andre and
tnrn him at onee, neck and crop, ont
of the honse; uay, perhaps have him so
completely in our power that we shonld
be enabiled. by the help of the police, to
get him qnietly sent away to places
where he conld no longer worry ns by
Ll presence, which, of course, we ouly
tolerated for a mwoment in the hope of
olituining var guid pro gao in the form
of information abont father.

What a satiefuction it wonld be to do
withont him altogether —ha! How he
wonld fome and rage, the rascal. for
undonbtedly he flattered himself that
e bad my mother and mrsolf in the
hullow of Lils band, as, Indeed, he had
until this most fortnnate renconnter of
mine in mid-Nova with the well feust-
o and pride paffed little raseal in the
armchair here! Al these thonghts
passed very guickly throngh my brain
us Iant trying to regain control over
my features amd my tongoe before re-
plying to the student.

At last [ felt that T might attempt to
spenk

“*What yon have just said,”" | began
my volee sonndiog falot and far away
in my own ears, “‘makes mo think that
you may possibly be in possession of in
formation that is renlly valnoble to us
It it shonld prove so. you will not re
gret having eonfided it to me '

“*No, no; that is oot bosiness " he
langbed  *'See hore, this is the pesi-
tion 1 have vitally important news to
give yon, news that concerns yomr fa
ther ued which youn can oblain from
wone bot me. "’

“There's always Andre, " | blnrted

“*Awdre, for ressons of his own, and
mighty good ones, wonll never reveal
it to you—mot though you fed and
pampered and bonsed and paid him for
yenrs to come. Yon will onderstand
why when —and if—we bhave come te
terms and my secret becomes yours
Very well, then The position, | say, is
this: 1 um in possossion of this informa
tiom  Yon, betng a dntifol son. are oat
arnlly desirons of oblaining it.  That is
point No. 1. Point Na 2 Yon chase
me (henven knows why) inte a hole in
the ow, which in Itsell js enongh to
close my lips forever, in so far as con-
cerns the opening of the mune to do yon
any service ; bat, point No. 3, you pnlled
Wi oat aEnin. at some 'I’i ﬂl'll‘ w”h LU g
pluck, a5 1 am ready to admit. which
recpens my lips t¢ yonr advantage, if
(puint No. 4) yon make it worth my
while to do #0. and (point No 5) sines
my wecret in itsell i of some valne, and
(6) since | am rouning risks which yon
litthe suspect in coming onder your roldf
and selling my seoret to yon, (poing 7
and Inst) T ennpot possibly put the fig
are down at less than 10,000 robles **

1 wounld bave given the sam named,
1 think. to tuke the little rascal by the
shonlders from behind and to kick him
ronmd the room notil either he died or
[ tived, but | kept my temper and
showed Httle or no signs of the rage 1
felt It was his conceited mantier that
apgeted me far mwore than the exorbi-
tavce of the sum be demanded for his
lnformaticn

To receive pews which wonld set ns
apon a track which shonld ultimately
lead to the discovery of my denr father
I wonld gladly bave paid tem times the
sum asked But this lirle stodent wore
such a detestabie alr a8 be spokie, and
was, besides. such a consnmmate little
villain oo the fuce of him, that 1 wounld
bave given worlds as | sy, to kick the
secret ont of him or garote bim till he
was glad 0 save his neck by confessing
to his share of the devilry that must
bave beets played with bis connivance |
apon my poor father

*“May | consnlt my two friends and
@y mother before answering your ques
tion ™" Tenid as calmly an Toonld 1
don’t think the calmness was very |
striking. however

“Certainly not. Your mother and
the rest may agree afterwsrd This |
matter is betwesn yoo and me. Whe |
Afe Four two friomds, by the way ™"

“One is o sehool friend, an English-
mnn I said, “‘and the other is Borof-
sky. whom you must have seens or heard
of from your friend Andre '

“What! That little fool? The one

elde of the yard To the very end of

this | took bim. and. risging ap the | palm him off spom yon as Connt Lan- Clinton &
wﬂ-hmnm,"““" Tell bim what you Mha &7 | pyr ale by Delta Drag Store.

that bevnaght Andre aver and tried to

Iriend, afterward. Dat pow, this me-
went, gur little matter wust be decided
Ly onr two seiven.  Either yon sign an
aprertsent with @e for 10,000 rables,
payuble WadTow Noming, Logether
with » guarssles that iv case of any
trouble my name s not to be mentioned
as (o any way couneched with uny wat-

1 would lnwai-vn sorlde to kick the s
ored wul of him.

ter whatever that may be mentioned

between us.  Either this agreement, |

wy. or the thing is off. and s am |

and vou may whistle for my secret!’

“Oh, eome!™” | said. trying—rather
feebiy —to assume a noenchalance which
[ did pot feel.  “In that cuse the police
will soon find means to induce you W
tell us what you know. "’

The stundent made = gestare of spit-
ting.

“Ta!" he said, “that for your po-
lice! They havk nothing against me If
yon declared to them (and yon wonld
be a fool ta do i1) that 1 had sald this
und that, | shomld say, simply. “This
mon ian lar" My word is as good ne
yoursa. Why shonld they belleve yoors
and not mine? Let them prove that
yon spoke troth and that [ led!"

Thiz was the fact, and | recoguized it
But apother and a better idem struck
.

“Stop!"’ | smid **You are going too
fast! Yon bave forgotten the terrible
risk you are moning, as yon took care
to inform me, by stopping in this house
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and dealing with me for your secret
There is onr friend Andre to be consld-
ered. In settling the terms for your in-
formation we must take into considern
tion that a word to Andre wonld get
you loto tronble

“Dare to do it! Only dare toattempt
it, carse yon 1"’ eried the student, grow-
ing snddenly white as paper. **You are
right as to the fact: but, see bere, yon
shonldn’t live a day, neither yon nor
your mother, if son played the traitor:
I swear this There are wany who
wonld avenge me'" —

“*Nonsense, ' I sald. **No one knows
you are here, and we shall take good
care that no one discovers the interest-

I
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ing fact. Fur the rest, spare your
threata nntil yon are in a better posl-
tion to carry them ont and nntil yon
have better reason, moreover, Yon are
perfectly safe here, my friemd, and |
am prepared to pay o fair price for
yonr news, but yon shall not choat vs
What say yon to 5,000 raubles?"”

“Cash down?' ssked the stodent
with glowing eyves. “And n guarantes?"’

“Certainly, " sald L **I will gnaran
tee that no one of my party mentions
your name of says anything to connect
yon with these matters. "'

“Done!™ cried the little rascal
*Fetch your eashbook and pen and ink.
nnd we'll settle the watter bofore we
aloep. "’

[0 BE CONTINUED. |

Bryan and Haveweyer are togeth-
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