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That means YOU can now rule the highest
type of cycle construction as represented by the

tr bit la kt tbe lt1 F(a!its4 that led
down Into tbe boge entrance ball Bnt
before ws bad reached the ball the car-- ,

nags drova np W ther beard and
grasped my band,

j 4'W ara too lata." sb whispered
"But now ws are here, w will stand
onr ground together "

Tba ban porter, an old aervant, ran
to tba big doors and Bang tbem open,
bowing low and greeting "Vladimir
Antonieh" (my fathe.-'- s patronymic).

A tall man entered with Percy l1
lie t.ik no notice of old

Qregorr'a irreeting. wnich seemed to
snrprioe tbe porter, who looked pained

I Conversing with Borofsky. while
Percy followed, aileift and depreastsl.
the new arrival came toward ns. Moth

' tr't band tightened over mine. 8!
gave me a convulsive grip and tb

, loused me again. I saw ber eyea bright
en aa aha caught sight of bis face and
(uukly grow dull again. lie waa like

' rnougn to father to Halter her hopes for
i but one second, then she saw, aa she
most inevitably see. bow nnlike was
the likeness. Tbe little group reached
ns and panted a moment Borofsky was
shoot to speak, but be suddenly realized
bow matters stood and refrained
Mother bowed and panted down stairs
with me. Percy tamed and came with

ins. Borofsky am tne otner continnea
their journey up ttaire. I distinctly
beard the fellow ask Borofsky who
tbe lady waa This man that was her
busband. forsooth, and my father!

Poor mother sank niton a conch in
the bull and cried qnietly. Thank Ood
that abe did that I I conld ray nothing
to comfort ber. excepting to blurt ont
that we should yet find father and re--

store him to ber one day
"At all events, he is not mad, as we

feared, mother." I added. "Almost
anything is better tban that Have you
the heart to go ou hoping, in the face
of this blow ?"

Mother played tbe heroine that night
Not only did aha assure me that she
waa still full of hope and confidence.
but abe comforted poor old Percy, who
was disconsolate, declaring that this
last miss fire and all the disappointment
of it waa entirely hia fanlt (which it
certainly was in a way), by telling him
that if she and I conld be taken in by
the portrait it was surely no wonder
that be waa taken in by tbe original

"Tbey are marveloosly alike, " said
mother, "and yet, oh. bow nnlike!
This is his brother, of course!"

"Mother, do you really think so?" 1

exclaimed. "How can be bave escaped
from Siberia?
- "That is another mystery," she said
"Perbapa tbe mystery of dear father's
disappearance ia connected with this
one. and that with this wretched Andre
delivered thus, aa it were, into onr
bands we may learn aomething from
him. '

"Bah! I shall kick bim out of tbe
bouse in ten minutes if I bave to get a
couple of policemen to help me!" I

raved.
"No, my aon, we will allow him to

remain. We will give bim shelter and
show bim kindness. Then perhaps if be
knows anything and if there ia any
particle of good in him he may help us
in some way to unravel onr mystery.

"Mother, it'i impossible I" I said
"Wa can't have a brute of a fellow like
this murdering, nihilistical rascal sleep
ing in the honse. I shouldn't feel that
you were safe. He would murder tbe
whole lot of us for tbe price of a din

"ner.
"We will take precautions, of course

Let bim remain. Bona tonight at
least. "

"It wonld be wiser to give him
money and tnrn bim ont of the house
Offer bim more on condition be keeps
away and atill more for any news be
can give ns of father."

"Do nothing in a bnrry, " said moth'
er "He shall stay tonight at least
Tomorrow we shall see bow tbe laud
lies. What do yon think. Percy?"

Percy agreed with mother, and tbe
result was that the impostor remained.
Borofsky came presently. He waa de
pressed and very disconsolate. He bad
realized that the whole enterprise on
tbe brilliant success of which he bad so
prided himself had actually proved an
ntter failure and fiasco. The impostor
bad Veen too clever for bim and had
already confessed, or rather triumph-
antly declared, that be was an impostor,
but that, having secured a footing in
these comfortable quarters, be did not
intend to relinquish it in a- hurry He
waa going to pass for the count, he de
clared, so far aa the ontside world was
Concerned If the countess and her
young whelp (meaning me) did not
rbooee to acknowledge him. why, they
needn't, but if tbey valued the honor of
their family, and perbapa their lives,
tbey had better not give him away
either to the slice or any one else, for
he had a card or two np bis sleeve that
be conld play if he liked, and be knew
a thing or two. besides, that he might
let ont one day if he were left in peace
and decently treated, something, in
deed, which would lie greatly to onr ad
vantage did we but share his knowl
edge I

"Oh, what does he mean, Borofsky.
what does he mean?" interrupted
mother. "Does he know where my dear
husband Is to lie found ? (Jo back and
tell bim be shall live in peace and al)
quietness and Inxory, he shall have the
best of everything Jliat it is in my
power to provide, no one shall interfere
with-bi- or know what he is is not
what be desires to be taken for he
shall bave money, as much as he will.
if only At tnia point poor mother
collapsed suddenly she burst into tears
and retired from the room, leaving
Percy and Borofsky and me sitting like
three dummies, silent and depressed,
not one of us possessing spirit enongh
to disenss the situation, or indeed, for
some little while, to open his lips to
make any kind of remark whatever
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call'il in tuKl-'l- i "frm-l- ci .it ;" von
wwilil wnr sncti i I..U.- - nni a
sofl (it. tie snid. am I. m t ).. you
now have on. '

" 'Ah, a l.i Kn' rro.coninic a In i."vrr!
Iniiijhfil tlif ooiint 'I.i t Uim hr,iitti
fnx i lmnM his oat if lit can
my frit-rnl- - !'

" 'Tlmt In bow 1 mv.-!- i t; laini .1 t!n
matter, ' 1 yai'l

" 'Out all' liinxlii'il thft count 'Yon
have acrvcil the onnt'-.-- wi II. mul I

shall ti'll hir wi with uiy own lijs w In d
I to In r. '

" 'All, cotitit. I" I tlmt l em on. I ("li'l.
for. if I may kiv w-- , it t kiI to h m In r

worrying an I fretting l"an-- " of yonr
atf'in tt

' 'llu! V. II. j.o t woiuiin; I ,l:all r:
turn. 1 iiiiall return It my i- i- vi'ry
n' ill 1 rliall .I. r Mli.it v l

I In vr we (iiii-l- n ? Miall im' t- tl l)i yoit
ilrfira to writf to tin roiij.t'n mil to
ti ll her tlmt it nhull tie ii wi.-in- i

lx mi tin ti. hi v fi n ii'l. v r
are. hh wh pi Hit.- .ti-- l,y

my Ti ll tli' .'I.'ltt-- M ll it I

may rrturii i't hit, t:i :!!. I.I:1V!- tolrt
Very Wfi'k who know t I', i a pit we
xliall lu' th r. y li Mil l 1

"With that. riitt; ISoi'.t'-ky- . "us
fiartrtl. lint tlioiih I I mailt-

mire tlmt lint xc ij' l'l tlirllril to the
butel, for I folloUTil ti i in riii- - v. i.s i.ict
nii;lit, U(1 toiliiy we have not - "I..--

The conn! In cun-h- nn.r. I'll i.ie
whether to rii-- h reinrn at i in In h

few days we shall know f. r no tain a
week at latest Have. I ilntiu wtllf I

have done my bent

CHAl'TETl XIII
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Burofnky bail done we II imh itl
conlil wareely have innnaii il Letter

Nevertliehsa the w hole of the t,

bl letter tnlil nit. though u n. I. n 1

a trnu Ktory, raiiK. noun how. in a f.iNe
key

This riictnre of fatlu r wan not like
my dear ohl 1h1 as I knew him and I

could tint help f lin. tlioiit.'h I aid
nothing of it to mother, that if 1,' irof

tky bud exitrorati d rotliin in ilewriH-in- s

bis violi nefi mel tlm ei ci nirn ity of
bia behavior, then my poor fatlur mtirt
certainly he irre miil for the Tea
ent, for bis words and nctioii" in a
word, Honiethini r eonm I'.iinliiiiiition
of cireiuiiHtaiici'S bad bereft In in' of his
senses.

Ood prnnt Uurofsky wnnld anerei d in
britiKiiiK tlm poor, dear old man safi ly
home with him! The soothing intlm nee
Of iiiet home life and the loviiiL' at-

tention of bis wife would be more likely
to restore hi in to himself than any oth-t- r

treatment
I eon Id si that mother felt mmh th

tame as I ahont it Hhe looked at me
with tear ludeu eyea whi D I bad thiinliti!
Hie letter.

"Is that all?" she asked.
"Tbafa all. mother." I aaid, urnl 1

dared add nothing to this for fear of
betraying tnywlf. Neither did my
mother Mpeuk for some little while, und.
thonK'h I ai'iireely glanced nt her. I

knew well that she cried quietly.
"Uorofsky will brim lumbal k in a

few days, dearest," I said at length,
"and a little qniet home life will sonrj
luuka him quite himself ngtiin. "

"Ood grant it I" slie said "find
Itrant itl.Obt" she added snd.leiily,
with a bnrst of emotion "What lias
my poor Vladimir ever done to he visit-ti-

by so terrible an alHu lion, mid what
manner of calamity could have m enrred
to sm h a man thatconld he siilh.-ieiill-

overwhelming to milling his mind 7"
These were questions which I could

Hot answer, for they were thn very ones
that were vviing my own soul as well

s hers.
"We shall know all. mother. In (Jud'a

good time," I said. "Let us be patient
nd fare the trnnhlo. When father comes.

Wa will make it our bnsimss to rid him
Of these delusions and fear, as though
any one conld possibly cot:-pi- re again"!
dear old pater! lie hasn'l an enemy in
the world I'm sure of it What run
possibly have put such ideas into bis
head? He imagines he bus written

yon see. and that his Utters
have been intercepted. He 1ms not in
tentioually Irft lis without ne-- s evi n

in this terrible time of lnin.l ni.hin," ,1'

and of many sad delusions."
It comforted mother to talk, and we

conversed in this way for nn In nr end
more, bnt without c non.; to any other
conclusion limn that fiilar was nn
donhtedly out of b's m'i temp' raiily.
and that thu sooner ("ir ec.!-u- t litrh
Sherlock Holmes snct ci it in hrii.gin
him home the letter

How anxiously we s'va;!1'! the tu'Tt
letter or telegram! No won) could
adequately describe t!ie anj iish of sns
Jietise we sntTcred W hat if I'oroVy
should have failed, after all, to u.iin.e
the poor, dear, delnsioti bannte ,.! I loan
to accompany him heme? iie u:
take fright nt any u tent and nos
trust l!orrfky a good faiili. cr. wor-- e

atill. beronie rioU'iit and attack, p'
even tnnrd-T- , the man in h par-

oxysm of U1B IlienS Merciful lieilVt--

forbid it. wli.1t a terrible tlmu that
would lel I did not liontioii my

to liio'ln r l.'t I slionbl frighten
her, but I sook" to 1'if v. who ca:d he
had felt the v ry same I, us

Then came l!otofky s t in letter, a

Yery short one. Init a h it r th.it i;1 id
demsl our hearts and in - i s to icel
that all was well, or peailv o

"I have t o count to
come," be wri te, "cii we t.ut
tomorrow I shail t. h ..r i; a i n T.f
day from the t r ,:i t r if r sh i!l h ive
arrived so far in f ty a

few words of niiit'i li T .it t! ei.,Mt
thonsh notliilU had hup; n. d I'o

not allnde to Iim o. 'n.-- i n t i :. r .

has ipre-s- i ! h. ; e i; t. in , n, ,

that yoit will not spiait ( f lu I un j

He would rstl.er e atil I " :i !y
liotiebtit hi orj bon- - lioM. and the
servant should le t v r- ''a '

Ing of bis al nee or i f bis I.. it.:
ing H- iiiiiunies. Von vo l !i t in
mind, that In- has iioii: i m on- s 1 H

says the cunt, sho.ild I e ft to ,

jiose he is still absent from M P.tri
imrg ; i therwise he will not ls aliowcd
to dwell in pi ice. "

Alas, poor i ll father W. '1. at any
rate, he was coining home The future
was in wiser haiuls than irs

Tnesitay found ns nil in u con u

cf nnpenk:il locxi it moi't The li. t! n

rxpris Would lithe fn nin r early
tn the aft. rnooti. and enr ti ,riu

honhl arrive at abonl 4 or earlier
How we got through the morning.
.1. - I I I --... r.,....,.W.r I

cpeti and read
Vsvo LUtfiipoiueftuio (AU weli I

' BOKIMT

And with tba Jocnment I roshed to
my mother

"It'a all right, dearest" I blnrted
"Borofsky has got him Tomorrow
evening dad will dine with nat"

I think we cried together over that
teh gram tears of para relief and rest
from anxiety

This was tbe happiest nfternoon and
evening we bad sient for two months !

True, tomorrow's meeting would be
,

painful no (lonbt: bnt. ob. tbe differ-
ence to bave father with ns. ill though
he might be. rather than to think of
him ns a poor lost son I aloue in London
helpless and friendless and demented I

I thought the evening of that
Wednesday would never couie How
lowly the wingless momenta crawled!

Wo prepared everything for father'a
comfort : we made bis rooms look as in-

viting as loving hands conld render
them; we adorned them with flowers
and J h ingiugs and photographs;
we n Mit hours in doing all this, and
yet the time would not move on qnick-l- y

'enough for ns.
The train was dne at or about the

dinner hour, and Percy and I were at
the station half an hnnr before time,

Now that the supreme moment bad
arrived I felt nnarconntably nervona
and somewhat depressed. Percy rallied
tne noon my foolishness.

"Why. hang it. old man, "he said,
"this onght to tie one of the happiest
moments of yonr life!"

",n it is," I mnniinred. "I am aw-

fully happy Bnt I don't know what it
is I feel as thongh even now father
will iio-- a point ns somehow, as thongh
V 11 this were not a reality. What if
this man ebnnld tnrn ont to be not fa- -

th-- r, after all, bnt"
"(. )h. rot !" said Percy rndely. "Let's

talk of something else. If yon get think-
ing that kind of thing, yon'll force
yourself to believe that be isn't he. even
w hen yon see him with your own eyes. "

"Oh. no! I shall know father," I
mnniinred. "if he really conies. "

'of course bo'll really come, " said
Pi rcy "Whom do yon expectl Come
now. don't la an old ass. LSoria. Yonr
nerves are playing old Harry with yon. "

Tin n. almost as we spoke, tbe train
came groaning and creaking in. It
pulled up. and the passengers began to
get out and walk on tbe platform, and
tlm moral crowd formed.

In the crowd, as we went to and fro
locking for onr travelers, I saw and-deiil-

I'orofsky and another
At the first glance I thought it was

my father, and my heart gave a great
bom,-- for joy Then I looked closer
and

"Percy." I whispered "Percy, for
the I 've of heaven, tell Borofsky"

" ell. tell him what? Where is he T

Do yon see them t What's np. old
man ?" said Percy

"Tell Bon to wait. I roost get
borne and prepare my mother Tell him

come behind these boxes so that they
n't see ns tell him it isn't father

Pi rcy I'd swear with uiy last breath
it isn't "

"Wood heavens, man!" began Percy
i ".See if yon can avoid bringing him

home et all." I continued "But in any

m;
& '

"'f' 'I fin ft i.vn'I fufncr. Perry."
csb give mo time to get back and warn
nn tor or I lie shock will kill her. No,
d 'i t speak I tell yon, man, it is not
fat a r iKi yon think I don't knowt"

I left Percy on the platform and
rushed away My heart felt like lead
(i .'l help ns, I thongbt! What will
ha pi ii now T

. CHAPTER XIV
MIsTAKKN inKNTITY

Kneli attempt to unravel the mystery
whiih lay like a black cloud over onr
livts had only served to deepen the
gii oin lli-r- w as darkness indeed.

destiny was treating us tix crnelly
Who was this, this sconndrel who had
hoodwinked our detective and actnally
meditated thd personation of father in
liis ow n honseT Conld it be my precions
uncle. icaped somehow from Siberia?

'li rs was father? Did this man knew?
Was lie rotinrned ill father's disspar
mice?

My brain ached with the hopeless
weu.it of these qnestions as I drove
rapidly homeward And as I neared
the house another crushing down
n;s n my I cart How should I break
this B"wi to my pisir mother, waiting
at tins moment in joyful expectation
to ilasp her Is loved husband? Ood
grant the shock did not kill her!

I bad no tune to think or invent or
to arrange my scattered thoughts I

rnsh'd up to mother's room
"lias In) comet file cried. meetiDg

urn "Is ho Weil? Oh. Boris, what is

"IV I rave, mother.darling. and hrace
yunrscli for a cruel blow." I began
spe;iking so huskily that I wonder she
un lerstisid ine

"Till me at nice!" she muttered
sn.'deiily stating herself on the nearest
cha r "lie is dead is that it? He was
mad and''

"No. m. dearest, not that, thank
iio.1: " 1 faltered "This man is not fa
thi r 1 bare seen hitu. and it ia not fa
tiier!"

"Ah. I ran bear that, if that ia ifshe sail "lint p. rhaps yon are mis--

taken. I!is! Hop I conld not bear to
gr.et nnd speak to him if be wera not
my Viadimir What shall I do, Boris?
Can I s- - biin and remain nuaeen?
Where cvnld we po, yon and I? W
will make snre. quite sure, that ws
inn-- t be disappointed before we will al
low onr hearts to break over it "

"liar mother yen ars brave," I
said, kissing her "Let ns tit in the
porter's little room in tbe great ball
We ran perp thmngh the window and
Watcb them arriv. "
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