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biiu witb a witness; of importance- - "
I looked kium at Nwrub Mackenzie.

What card aa she going to play nowl
lint her dur't ryes did ui t br tray tbe
workings of h-- r miud. I fancied, how-

ever, there was the ghoet of a siuile
hoverin about her lips.

I put aome other question to divert
attention, then asked rimytbe suddenly
and with aa much eiguihVauce m iiy
voice aa conld ba thrown into it what
be hl done witb tba half casta buy.
Freddy t

Tba witness glared at me with wide
open, fearful eyes for a moment with-

out speaking, tie was evidently Uk. u
by surprise.

Surprise waa on my side now. fer
ha fell down in a fit

"1 wish to give notice, your Wor-shi-

that I would like to examine the
witness later on in the day. "

"If the witness is in a propr condi-
tion to appear," aaid the magistrate,
"yon will have an opportunity for ex-

amining him."
And now tbe little crowd waa being

rewarded for ita patient attendance by
the aight of thia unfortunate wretch's
misery. But fits are not uncommon in
the vicinity of back bio. k shanties. In
relation to abantiea they are purely a
pioduct of h uie growth. So are grave-
yards. Savile and a brawny trooper
seized Dan Stuytbu and carried him out
kicking and struggling. As if t y magic
half a dozen black bottles were pro-
duced from the inside of shirts and
brandished before tbe sick man'a face
witb the most reckless prixlignlity. It
was evident that some of the whites,
witb praiseworthy philanthropy, did
not believe in tempting the innocent
tavagee outside by turning a hollow
tree into a temNrary wine cellar.
They reasoned that if liquor conld put
Dan into such a condition it conld
anrely fetch him out again. The wo
men left the tent, and the police mag-

istrate declared an adjournment for
lunch. I noticed that N'oruh Macken-
zie aent Elsie on ahead and waited out-tid- e

for the two magistrates, who went
with her over to the camp.

What the sergeant had said ahont
the two Queensland bank notes
found on the tsxly of the man killed
on Scrubby creek corTexpondiiig with
those taken from the murdered man
Sexton fairly staggered ine. That
Jack had possessed no money I knew
for a certainty. I had seen hiin, now
that I taxed my recollection, take what
lisiked like bank notes from the dead
man'a tHx-kc- and put them back n rain.
Waa it likely that if be had murdered
and roblxil Sexton and wanted to lose
his identrty, but anticipated discovery
of hia scheme, he would put audi in-

criminating evidence as tho bank notes
into the pockets of the man killed by
the blacks, thus virtually proving that
he, John Farqnharson, had murdered
Sexton t The case waa fast becoming
a mystery even to me and baflled con-

jecture.
But still I cheered Jack as best I

could. Aa to who the witness was that
Norah Mackenzie spoke of bringing for-

ward, something told me it would be
unwise to axk questions. Regarding
Dan Smythe'a antecedents neither Jack
nor I knew anything.

Before leaving my comrade I had the
satisfaction of learning that Hmythe
bad recovered from his tit, though feel-

ing "rather queer," as the constable
who had him in charge said, and who
was pledged to prmlnce him in a proper
condition in tbe afternoon.

Then I went over to the camp, where,
in the dnsky shade of a great leafy tree,
aome little distance removed from tbe
others, I saw Norah Mackenzie enter-
taining the two magistrates. I got a
pannikin of tea from Savilo. Daly was
very quiet and, indeed, seemed as if be
regretted the position in which he found
himself. Gordon informed me that he
felt like giving him his money and tell-
ing him to go, but the circumstances
hardly justified this summary mode of
procedure. Aa it would have defeated
my project dim, it must bo confessed,
of ultimate fulfillment for eventually
discovering the murderer of Sexton, I
commended his viewa on thia point.
Then I had a talk with Savile and Oor- -

lon. The former somewhat briefly told
me that the witness Miss Mackenzie
had referred to was a black boy, at pres-p-

with Percy and Scruton, the drov-
ers, who were then on the Macarthnr.
I must excuse him, he explained, going
too minutely at present into particu-
lars, as doing so might only put re-

straints on me while giving evidence.
Snflice it that this boy had once been in
Smythe'a employ. He banded me some
questions on paper which I might ask
the witness, but he begged that he
Savile shonld first Ixa sworn in as in
terpreter, and that no questions should
be asked the tmy save through hiin, tho
lad being almost a myall black and only
talking a species of pigeon Knglish.
When Savile told me that he had talked
to Miss Mackenzie on the subject and
that this waa her request, I at once ac-

quiesced to this rather one sided form
of pns?ednre.
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had cnwa across tba budy o man
who bad Un murdered y tba blacks

Tho dewription of tbia man onrrs- -

pc.iiil.--- l with that of Jobn Farqnharaon,
and tliu a fonnd on th budy wera
alao thot of tbo latter. It u tberefora
believed tbat the uiardnrer of Jaines
Hcitun bad met with bia jo deaerta at
tho bands of tba blacks. However.
few daya atco tba pnmmtft wae recotf
nized aa beinrf tba real Jubo Faruuhar-

in, liviuir nnder tba amtnmed nauia of
Tyndall. U would pnalnr wit
to swear tu bia true Identity. Tba anr-

mine wua tbat when ha discovered tba
body of the man wbo waa murdered
by tba tiUrka, aeeing in it present
Merit of hiumelf, tba idea occurred to
tiiin to effect transfer of peraonalitiea.
lie had previunsly claaiiK"d bia name to
that of Tyndall. He therefore transfer
riil hi own jiaiera to the peraon of the
mnrdered man, win me real identity bad
thn Ui n loxt. Moreover, two 5 (ueena- -

land National bank notea had been
found on the body witb
tlm ntiiiiliera on the notea that bad been
taken from the body of Hex ton. Tu aay
the leant of it, it waa an inxemona de
vice of the iirixoner'a. I'eraonally the
aerKeant had no kuowledKO of tba ac
cuiw'd, but h would produce witneaaea
of nndotilited rpctatility and probity
who would identify Iiiiil

At the mention of the aforesaid wit
niwxea of "reeiieetability and probity
an old bimhiiiaii in the body of the court
broke into an expltmive snort, lie had
keener aeiiHe. of humor than bia com
rudea, but he wa promptly ejected
from the ti nt by a atalwart trooper.

The aereunt now produced a warran
for the priHoiier'a nrretit and testified to
it execution, lie repeated that he
would produce wit mum who would
testify to the prisoner a identity and
Jnatify his worship committing biiu for
trial

He panned. Ilia straightforward and
earnest manner of stating hia case had
made ita impression. Jack, however,
seemed perfectly unmoved. Then the
aerKeant called hia flrst witiitna.Timotliy
Ialy. 1 looked at thin repreaeutative of
"nndiiubted reHiet'tability and probi
ty" and cuiifrm to having experienced
a aiKH-i- of admiration for the man'a
cihiI effrontery. Il waa a handwime vil
lain in bia way; at leant be waa the
atyle of man that aome women would
call handsome. There waa a snxKestion
of Mephiatophelea about him. To me
that aet smile and thoaa shifting blue
eyea were only the veneering of a cold
blooded, crafty nature. I noticed that
Moral) Mackenzie never once took her
eyea off him while be gave hia evidence.

Ilia examination waa to thia effect:
It waa much againxt hia natural in

clinationa that he waa in hia present
position aa a witness in thia caae againxt
the primmer, they being to a certain
extent comrades and working on the
tuune station. He had been at the C'lon- -

cnrry in March laxt, had aeen the pris-
oner with the deceased Jamea Sexton
and nnderxtiHNl they intended traveling
together toward Noiiiianton. He waa
aware that Si Hon had a conxiderable
hiiiii of nioiiiy with him; waa sorry to
pay that he had thru hia anxpiciolix
about the prisoner a character. Aa, how
ever, the wituc- had shortly afterward
lift the t'loiicnrrv, traveled down to
Jtnrketow n. joimd the traveling mob
of oittl,' lieloiiging to Mr. Mackenzie,
an 1 come with tli.m rinht out into thin
In n t lii i it territory, he had had no op
portunity of liearirg the news of Hex
tmi x iiiiim r. Aext" saw tlie' priaoner
on Mr. Mat 'Ki ir.if'a run on the Kobin- -

son river. Id' wit then going nnder the
inline of Joliu Tvndnll. He had heard
tli.it one .lolm l''ariiiluirMin had been
iiinidiTi'd by lilarkn near the Calvert
river, luit thought in.it the prixoner
hud simply clumped hia name throngb
xoine private reiM.nt that waa no con-

ceit! of hix and inxtani-e- a of which
Wi re by no meanx uncommon in the
gulf country. In short, the prisoner be
aw wis John I1 ariiiharxnn.

Thi n I ro to croxa question Daly,
ml 1 admit 1 took pleasure in making

liiin ( I talile. I wax deter
mine I to play a hold game and la gan
lit oli,-- to do xn.

What wax he doing at the t'loncnrry
about t he l".:iiiiiing of March lant and
Wool he M.ite the naiuexof the men he
Wux with ?

Italy betrayed hut little ont ward anr
pi i ". tli.mli n milidiied gleam of rage
con Id K ili ti i tul in his cold eyea aa I
at-!-. I'd t iii ii ni': ion. He took the bull
by the h .mi. Iiowi Vit. and appealed
f. r pint, i t ii n to the I waa a
friend of tlie ri.oiar'x, he xaid. and
wax emleavoi in ( t.. l.iake out that lie
had hci ii k.'i pile, i . it iin notorionx com-pim-

with which, iiiifortiiuately for
him, he had come in contact. lint the
bench iiin.ii' hiin 1,'ive the namea of the
part im, all of whom had warrants out
againxt them for horxe Mealing.

'Now, Daly. I xaid, and tried to
rivet those nhifting blue eyea of his
with mine, "if. ax yon tell me, yon did
not know anything almnt the murder
of Sexton, why did you steal ont of Mr.
Milckeintie a camp a couple of. nights
ago and come into this tow". hip on
purpose to tell that you lx In vid John
Fanpiharxoii. the reputed murderer of
Helton, wax in the cainpT"

Tlux was a hold shot and ought to
have heeu a telling one. but I had not
gauged the depth of villainy and cupid-
ity which lay under that smooth, smil-
ing face of hix and that bland, plausi
ble tongue. He looked down and said
aa if with evident reluctance:

"In trying to harm me yonre harm
Ing your own case and the prisoner's, a
thing I've no desire to do. Aa for steal
ing ont of the camp, aa yon call it, I
waxn't aware that I'd first to ask yonr
pcrinixxion or any other person's, for
the matter of that.

Here a very soleiim faced Individual
who sat on bis heels in the back of the
tent, and who had once, when in very
different circn instances, belonged to i
debating society in the old country,
nnder the iuipioxxion that he waa in
"Codger ' hall'' lixtening to debate.
promptly shouted. "Hear, hear!" He
waa promptly suppressed by having
bia hat jammed down over hia face.

Daly continued: "If I suspected that
Faro,nharxon murdered Nexton. 1

conldn't help my suspicions. Besides. I
didn't think of the serious fix I waa
getting the prisoner into when men-
tioning these suspicions. Of conrse I
didn't know that he committed the
murder. I may have hail aome words
with the prisoner, but I hope there a

no ill will rorne on either aide."
At this point I canght a glimpse of

Elsie (Gordon's fai-- and fancied there
was a look of disappointment on it as
she listened to the hypocritical speech
of her admirer, but still it could not
altogether conceal a certain hint of pride
aa aba gaxwl upon hia cool, unchanging,

to communicate. Instinctively I fol-

lowed hit gaxa. It rested on my tut
lriaff on tba bench alongside. I picked
it np and in tba crown found a siual
piece of paper, whic h, unobserved, I un
folded and read. 1 had not aeen it pnt
there, but aacn were the dixtractina
of the restive little crowd that any each

might easily nave passed un
noticed. It wi a much aa I could do
to aup.raa my urprise on reading the
small, clear, firm band writing, liiougn
it contained what waa not exactly a
revelation to Bia. still it showed tbat
tba writer knew more about this wit-
ness tbaa aba thought it dUcrect just
then to divulue and tbat br en b tie
brain had devised a plan by which,
without precipitating matters while
holding our knowledge like a aword
over tba witnese' bead, wa could bring
bim to modify bia views. An tho note
directed I put tbe q next ion, then with-

drew it. It waa a strategical movement
worthy of a Macbiavelli.

"Now, look here. Daly. " I aaid in a
careleas way, bat in a tone which con- -

SoB, loofc here, Ihilu," I M.

veyed a note of meaning to the witness.
"do you remember buying a horse and
paying for it in (jueuuxland bank notea
in May lant?"

And here I found tbe right chord had
been struck. In a aecond there waa a
startled. Beared look in hia eyea aa be
replied hastily and significantly :

"I can t aea why yon shonld axk ma
qneetiona that have nothing to do with
the case. Can t yon ask me something
that'll be a sight easier to answer t"

I only wished my position hail been
such aa to follow up that qnextion, but
I did not possess the key to it, and bia
time had not coma yet. He had, how
ever, unfurled the white flag, and I
knew that tbe fortress had capitulated.

I paused for a moment as if inllu
euced by what he had said, then aaked
bim another question.

"I think yon said yon only met the
prisoner once before, seeing him on the
Kobiuxon river. Are you prepared to
awear txmitively that be is tbe John
Farqnharson whom you aaw on tbe
Cloncurry T"

Ho paused for the sake of appear-
ancea, I snpMe then answered slowly:

"Pi rhaps I spoke too pomtively in say
ing I could identify him aa John Far
qnharson. In looking at him now it
appeara to me that I must have been
taki'n in by some resemblance.

"That's to say, you admit having been
mistaken by a chance resemblance?

"I'll not awear that he a the same
man. he answered.

"That will do. I ve no more qnea- -

tions to axk.
If the magistrates and the spectators

ptieared not a little surprised and mys
tilied at the turn things had taken, the
girl at least showed nothing of what
aba thought The next witness for the
prosecution was the bottle nosed ex
skipper, Dan Hmythe. For aome years
he bad imoeed bia unwelcome presence
on the I nited mates and evidently
thought it tba proper thing to parade
the fact by an nndnly accentuated and
exaggerated form of speech.

Tbe sergeant drew from bim that he
had aeen John Farqnharson and Sexton
together at the Clcncnrry on the 6th of
March last He "guessed" tbat he
conld awear positively that the prixoner
in the brx was the identical John Far
qnharson he had aeen with Hex ton on
the Cloncurry, no matter what he called
himself now. He "guessed, reckoned
and calc'lated," when interrogated by
the magistrate aa to the meaning or
Interpretation of the word "guess, " that
"be didn't keer a ensa, and he conldn't
see it mattered a darn aa to how be ex
pressed hisself anyhow I"

When the aergeant sat down and I
waa about to begiu my cross examina
tion, it waa noticeable that tbe appear

lf?
tie Ml rfou-- in nut.

ance presented by the witmsw had
aroused the latent and playful spirit of
humor that was in the crowd. Piawibly,
as the day waa warm, aome f them had
visited the hollow tree too often. A
Hmythe, the "respectable and vera
cious witness" had, in addition to a
black eye, a atrip of sticking plaster
running right down his nose and an
ugly trick of glancing over his left
shonlder every few minutes, it waa lit-
tle wonder that he was an object of de-
rision even to that crowd, thie tall
travel stained, cadaverous looking na-
tive called ont from the front rauka of
the spectators :

"Steady, Dan. steady! No nse look
ing over your left shoulder. He's not
really there, you know. Von only think
you aee him. No use anticipating the
inevitable. He'll get yon one day, an re
enough !"

Sergeant, have that man arrested
for contempt of court. " cried the mag-
istrate. Thia waa promptly done, to the
no small amusement and evident grati-
fication of the crowd. The offender waa
not popular. He had been the forcible
meana of making too many of them
stand the drinks.

It waa quite evident that Smyths
was in that conditon bordering on what

felicitouely termed "the horrors."
Still, I could not abake the stubborn
pertinacity of thia witness, who clnng
to hia assertion that tho prisoner waa
no other than the John Farqnharson
he had aeen with Sexton, the mnrdered
man. Just then I found on looking
down that another small piece of paper
had been put into my bat Instinctive
It I knew what it waa and who had
can d it to be nut there. I picked it

Bicycles
WE DO THE
BEST
JOB PRINTING
IN THE COUNTY.

FITTED WITH

3

EASY
RIDING

G. &.J.
I!

A MHiHTY FIXE COMIUXATIOX

AT MK3HTV LOW PKICESi
VHTT PAMVOT APPnBn TO WAT.K with tlio Kri

line and prices we present; for

the best you can still ride second only to the Rambler, the

$20
$22 IDEAL Prices

Reasonable IreW. H. GAULT,

v; -
.

TIIK GRIvAT

TIRES ASILY
EPAIRED

if your purse will not admit ij

$25
$30

AGENT.

.T v.i.vi f fit V-1- . f.-- V

'

'Mi--
-

ll. - r
it ... t to

- (lava
i L.i,b u

t. i . J
CN.c.r:'.-:- rr.cJ TiorsI

s3P
.

jii th.it

in a
w II tend

'Ll for
'

J ! - " : far j

1 sVaaWI

Mail orders promptly attended to.

Prices on application
We are still offering you

the
INDEPENDENT and
WEEKLY OREGONIAN,

one year for only $2.00.

Address all orders to

A HILLSBORO. ORE.

ft,
s

A PEW

IMTERESTINQ

PACTS

When people nro ront. n. latinr a tri,
whctin-ro- l imini-w- i in .cnnr.-- . t rn--

ii:itiir.illr want the n in- - ol
laiiinlilr o f.ir a spevd. 'iiiufoi t ni d
MitlMV I Citlii1Tnii. ,J'

tl.e V ihi in (Vnlral LiiHn nro p.ii.i
In wive the puhlic and our t'aiin

so a to mnke cloo iimiih-.--

li- it Ii .livcij;i im limn :il all unci.
ion KiiiitH,

Pullman Palar f Wpinji ami Chair Cur
on thrmih trains.

Iinin Cnr ae-ic- e nnexi-ellnl- . Meal
serTeil a la Carte.

In order to olitain thi firt cla nerrii.
ana me i aeeni to l y.iu a
ticket over

THE WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES.

Oipect ronnectiona at Chicago and e

for all Katern poinl. . . .

For full information rail on your nearest

tickrt affnt, or te

Ja-- C. PosD, or Ja. A.Cik k,(icn. l'. Ant., Ueoeml Aornt.
Mi'.1tiikiT,'ia. Hi Stark
14

"ind:eps5
HiJ,lcio, Oregon

t


