w T

what talkative individual with »
TSIT shrewd, kindly face Iz as few wurds
Wm A A A as pemsible I told bim the neture of my
‘A"NM“ basiness and also of my professional
ASTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN N ER-NEVER l"nh fa rather sn out of the way
BY JOKN MALKIE sffair,”’ he resmarked frankly enongh
3 ound “] gertainly received motice from Rod-
. wl?i;ﬁ?ft:::l e erick Mackenzie of the Hobdnen river
- regarding the marder of wne John Par

[Lopyrght, bam t:;:;l'lm*“ﬂ-m‘ gubarson by the blacks on Serabby | i

( untinued from first Jrge.

me | had better go to the polioe bar-
racks and ses Jack He said be himself
econld count the bondles of wirs that
cutne from the vessel 1 went ap the
little rise to the tent that had been
pitched for the two woapen When |
had sen the way in which Norah Mac-
kenzie had spoken to Jack oo his arrest
by the police, it not only surprised but
made me wwcniate on the sentiments
that had proanpted ber to interest her-
self om his belialf  What if, after all—
und 1 thonght it not anlikely —Jack
hat wade an lmpression on her 'hirh’
wis 10 b the denthinell of my bopes? |
When | reached the tent door, the bark-
Ing of the dogs before they had recog:
nired mo broaght out Norah Mackenzin
Bhe spoke fGrst. probably 0 relieve me
of nny embarrasment Elsie Gordon
left as | eams up

U, oo in, Mr. Parker! Samehow
I thought you'd coma’ Her manner|
was winch as nsuul and as if she were
anawars that anythiog disagreeable
had (wenrred

“1 sappuss you're going to see Mr
Tyndall tonightt H s you any idea at |
whise Ibstatice the «~ arant was taken
out or who gave the information t |

It was wme of thoss points on which |
one could only have a saspicion, far,
moch as | disliked Daly, [ bad 8o ae
toal proofs that he had communicated
with the police | hesitated before l.ll-|
awering ber, and guickly reviewed the
clrommstances of the case.  That Jack
had been in the company of the muar-

The barking of ulr! dugs brought out Norah
feeke nole

dered man 1 had learned from his own
lipn As 1o the identity of the warderer
I was, of conrse, ignorant, bat antil he
wis discoversd there was a strong pro-
somption that my mate was the guilty
party, Now, I felt morally cortain that
Jack was innoeent, bat nnless he proved
~—n= there was some chance of his doing

thiat he was not John Farguharson,
but Tyndall, and thns gave os time to
bring the real mmrderer to Hght, in all
probabibty he wotil] be hanged, | sup
prwe an these thonghts occnpiod my
miind the oirl mnst have modainterpreted

iy ®ilens for she spoke agnin

“Yon weaddn t answor | dare say it
wits milly of me o exspeet yon wonld
ke a warnan and g csnaparative stean
per inko o confidenes there was
jrat the faintost trace of pique in her
manner. My ™ w e nsking of you

know who gave the information was

shiaply  beennse | thonght there was
sotethimg in which | wight be able t
Ansial yoll

SR T comid not ses what good was
o berattadned b mnking n confidant of
her: so | romained silont  Resting her
chin ou asun browned hamd. she Jooked
#iondily wt me for a minate and con
tinned

1L coin mow know noth-

yon think 1

ing
If it's w fair gquestion, what do yon

know?" | ventars], There was in real
ity nothing 1 wonll have liked botter
tham sharing wething of » oomflden
thal vuture with her, but as yet to me
the e of wy friemd was » sacred
thing

“Non think Tdm't know it was Daly
whi o inte the township st night
nrad todd # peelbews,  she answered aftes
i At yon think 1'm not aware
(S T ' unme is not Tyndall
IPat of poaceonnt Yon think
1'% £ Lnow what yon camne to nek.’

he hint & howse, and I remem

Bered Wit bad brostglit me hore 1t o0
ewieesd | that sving | had it in
wited feoe [ shoe might consider
It u oone sided bargais | was trying to
drive As 1 esituted she anticipated
LL]

“Yeu, youcan tell Mr Tredall I')
cotue to the examin -n--n tporrow and

prove that wy Lathr rovugnizsd the
muan who was ki 1 by the blacks on
Bernbby croek as .l ho Parquharson. Of
oonrse we can all bear withess to that
Is thore anything wore yon'd like me
to do !’ She rose from the box on which

she had soated horsalf

“Yon can listem  to all I know abont
the affuir, and then perbaps forgive me
for not having Wl you sooner,’” 1
broke out. the falpess of the girl's
knowladge, 1y unjnst and oncalled for
teticonce and bor generons treatmont of
the same waking e feol considerably
nshamed of mysell Tn as fow words as
possible 1 told her ull | knew aboat the
matier and my contemplated plan for
action.  Then 1 asked for her opinion
She rewatod hersolf and, clasping her
hands round ber knoes, spoke

“I dare say 1t's possible to have My
Tryaodall released touwerow, if only we
recognize the fact that we've 1o deal
with men who ll swear to anything
That of conrse means we v gol to Rght
the devil with his own tools  You Jook
.hl"t"ll

“T'm not, only the devil may—to-
morrow. "

“Yon're frivolons, sir''—this with
anwsamption of severity  “Remember
an innocvnt man's Hife depends apon it
Lackily the cargo will be ont of the
bont tonteht, s that we can all go into
the township tomorrow.  In the mean

time 2o and cheer up Mre Tyndall and
tell bhiua froam me be shan't want
frivods

I had a panmikin of tes and. saddling
my horse, cantersd up to the crvssing
Toward dusk. by following down the
beantifal high tank of the river, 1
reached the Macarthur township. but
stopperd At the police station first. &
large, new. galvanized iron bailding op
the brvw of the dip s little to the sonth
of the town When the sergvant showed
me into she presetice of the 'ﬁ'“ﬂ mag-
fstrate, whose name was Wilcox, | dis
coversnd him. with a neighboring store-
eeper. busily engagel enting canned
oysters. There was also bottied beer

apen the tabla | fonnd the magistrate
a middle aged, sentiomanly and some-

It was ensy to put them there ' be
remacrkod dryly. His eyes wandersd
over the table ““Have sume beer.”’ he
added, heartily enongh

1 thanked him, but declived, much to
the astonishment of the storekesper

0 course.'’ continned the magis- | »
trute, “‘when Sexton's body was found | *
no one knew anything aloot the mar |1
derer. Hince then Fargubarson bas been | 1
the suspert Now. this man you've
come to we aboat, who goes under the
pame of John Tyudall. has beon recog
nized by certain parties who have given
the information snd who are now in the

ur, as Farqubarson. Mr. Rus
sell hero. & trother J P.. lsmed the
warrant. ['ve omly dome my duty by
having him arrested. and unles it can
be proved that he's not onr man |
must commit him for trial | sappose
you've known him for same time?"”

“Yeu for some considerable time, " 1
replisd. with dificulty keeping cool
“But [ nevdn’t trouble you by explain-
ing the nature of the mistake yon've |t
wade, nutil you've bad an opportanity
of justifying your action [Is it a fair
| guestion to ask if the character cxf yoar
information s above saspielcn

The police magistrate’'s faco fAushed
slightly, and be sppeared not a little
annoyed | wonder now why he did not |
kick me ont

“Mr. Parker,” hesald “T'mnot here | ¢
to discuss the pros and cons of this cuse
with you or any one else. Pardon me if
I ehow any warmth in the matter, but
tomorrow, if there's been any mistake
in arresting the wrong ruan. yon'll have
an opportunity of proving it If not

I'll be obliged to commit bim for trial. | This was their bean idesl of & man
and, as the government cuttor's in the | g, wort of man yon dido't weet with
river, must send him round & deliver | pyury day!

him np to the Queensland authorities
In the meantime, yon wish to see your |
friend? By all meana*’

He touched asmall bell The ser
geant roappeared

“Sergeant, Mr. Parker here wishes
to see the prisoner. Perhaps we may
have the pleasure of seeing you later | ¢
on, Mr. Parker. Good afternoon.

I was taken round to the polics bar-
racks, some 80 yards distant. and had
s long chat with Jack What 1 said to
him it is nnnecessary to relate Strange
Iy enomgh one poind never tonched apon
by us was his real identity. He seorned
to take it for granted that I considered
it immaterinl Wa only speenlated upon
what weight Miss Mackenzie's, Ghor-
don’s and Savile's testimony as to the
recognition of the body by the squnatter
waould have with the police magistrate.
Hnt the most hmportant featare of the
cuse wottld be the nature of the prosecu- | 4
tion. Would it be sufficiently strong to
vatwelgh ours? | expressed my inten-
tion of goiug down to the township and
getting information on this point It
would not do to leave everyithing to
chance. Bowides, | eonsidered that when
we had to fight the devil it woald serve
no good purpose to shirk the tusk by
pretending to split ethical haire  If
Jiuck were Farqubarson, he had at lonst
not committed the mwurder. It would,
however, be necessary to prove that he
was not Fargqoharson, so ns to avoid a |
misernble period of captivity, daring |
which snspicion might be diverted from
the real marderer. The end would jus- P
tify the mienns

Jack seemed apathetic. He vither con-
sidered bis case hopeless or he was re-
gurdless of consegnences.

“1 don't see why yon shenld put
yourselves toall this trouble abont me, P
he said.

His indifference only made me the
more determined and occasioned me to
speak my mind to him somewhat
plainly.

“Jack. if you'll excnse my saying so,
yon're a fool! Leave this affair to me
I'll ook after yonr case tomorrow, |
showed the polive magistrate my pa-
pers. and he said there wonld be mo |,
trouble abont my appearing for you
You're Jack Tyndall to the best of my |,
belief, and I can swear to it if neces |,
sary withont perjuring myself. It won't
do to let themn make ont that you're |,
Fargubarson, for then they'll commit

of dsovers and bush hanls wers plavin o
piteh and tose with balf crowus 15 Au
other corner

toamary, and wemt b the bar
a hotel and pot drink was them et w

extraordinary

Ing & “Jack Swither' —L o,
drink—or withoat inviting every Jue
in the oo to drink with yua

the bar and siguify by what deathe thes
wonld die ' |

cide was evidenewd by the niscrity witk
which the entire company responded
the
old lcafers, who bad wuene days previ
oaaly
miog down, '
dition when a drink = pot only doaliy
scceptable but g st of physical ne

land ram. they got together in a corner
of the bar and, holding ont their glaeses
toward me, began to stug in anvthing
bat the steadiest or most mosical of
| voloes

“Come, Al up your glases and drink whil

B¢ lm wusy and fres whila you're drinking

the last assertion, considered in a jer
sotal sense, wus cotewrtied
kind of wan thoee cmvivial old fish bhad
rpecial reference to war o man like

or K150 check, as the case mignt
after a long spell of bosh work for sowe
sagnatter, or after & long overland trip

with some drover, and who
over the bar to the publicun, sasid *°1
sy, old stick in the mnd jost keop

will yel?™

Anron, breast the ' Nowinate yer
p'isins and give it & name
wonld last for fonr
maybe, if the pablican was not guite =
unscropalons as the geoerality of pub
licans, for a week

wonderful gyrations called dancing were
described to the strains of the *
Murch ™’
popalar of the innocent little amuse-
wents induliged in by this typical happy

spar without the ald of hoxing gloves
on the slightest pretext
pletion of one of these ronuds, which
with dne regard to the
always fonght omtside, the
had come off “Csecond best’’
to met up the drinks all ronnd
little incidents were rather encourngel
than otherwise

or two membera of the company
semed in ruthor a loss bemnddlsd con.
dition than their fellows, | learned that
not a few of those present were simply

had properly set in, s that they might
surmonnt certain dry stages
certain track leading to the
covered goldfields in Western Anstralin
Of course, the chief tople of conversa
tion was the arrest which
made thut nfternoom
thongh popular feeling was dead agninst
the snpposed murderer, still, from the
fact
Smythe, who had Inid the informstion,
twire the reputation of being

As | knew the indirect inflnence of

in snch a part of the world,
wishing the witnesses for the proseen
tion to have the moral sapport or the
enconragement of that all important
commnnity,

nature of the case
spent in
and 1 so far sacrificed mysolf and self
respedt a8 to perpetrate cortain digros
sions in the vocal line for their espocial
benufit. They seemed to like it, bnt
thon there is no acoounting for tastes,

slipped ont and made my way buck to

where the gentle broogze

wd to camp for the night

rice grass

1 minted the compsny. as was eus

To enter

atd teprobenmiiie as lak
A lome

1 there

o called apon those prosntto ““besast

That this was a popuisr form of sl

invitaticn. In fect three or fuar
undergine the proces of “lam
and were pow in the con

- |
ity to alleviate that prostration called |
‘suflering recovery,”” wore s muved
hat having first assistod thenslves to
espectable sized nobblers of Yneens

you chs
Whataver's the demage I'i] pay

with me—
I'm & man you don't meet every day.”
They were donbtless right so far as

Still the

aomsolves, who came in with his £100
b,

handing it

his “ere and let's know when it's done,
Then straightway cried to
he boys: “Breast the bar, ye sns of
And this

or five days or

or even ten duya

Shortly after I entered an old organ.
tte was placed on the connter and sotie

Devil's
Another and perhaps the most

wmily wus that of having » fricudly
(m the com-

proprietios, wa
party whao

was oblige”

Thesr

Entering into conversation with ono
wh

elayed there nntil the thonderstorms

on the un
newly dis

had been
I foand that al-

that the man. by name Dan
oy eronked
e even to his own mates. " the crowd

n the whole was open  to conviction

nblic opinfon, even on a police trial
and not

I exprosssd my opinion
retty freely regarding the trmmped op
A EN note was soon
“shonting”’ for the company

When the ““fan’’ was at its height 1

grivesy rise overlwoking the river,
wonld blow
way the mosquitoes. and where the
ir was fresh and cool. There I intend.
My horse,
uly a little way off. was cropping the

you for trial, pack yon off to Cooktown,
and there's no saying what may hap-

[r0 B& coxTINUED. )

pen.  Besides, once out of the district
we'd never find ont who did eommit
the murder. In the meantime put ‘s
stiff hoart to a stae brae.' Heore's some
tobacon for yon. '’

I then gave him Miss Mackenzie's
message and, saying I wonld see him
first thing in the moming, went
Thongh my words were purpeely eisy
golng and even brusgue, my heart was
hoavy.

I went on to the towmship, where |
strolled into the combined store and
grogehop kept by one Jack Reld It
was & typical place of its kind, all iron
roof and veranda.

The roowm in use for shop and bar was
routny and comparatively cool At one
end was & rongh counter manned by
the burkesper. dark eyed, alert, in
shirt sleeves and with & cabbage tree
hat on his head Ranged behind him
were bottles, barrels and an sssortment
of goneral merchandise as varied in its
natore as the contents of a dry goods
store in Chicagn. A few barrels and
betiches weore ranged arvaml for the ac-
commodation of the company. The
company, however, mostly preferred
the counter, as affording a point of
vantage which based its claims to s
periority of position in that when shak- |
ing for drinks was resarted to the dice |
conld be easily passed ronund and the
drinks themselves were handy. The
bushmen and cattemen present were
of the nsual type —garralous, heavily
bearded and travel stained The man
from the cutter who wore a coat was
looked npon as giving himself aira A
pair of moleskin tronsers and a shirg—
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