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Continued from Urtt fate.
tared girl, received th overtures of this
camp at first with a coolness) which

only served to heighten bia regard fur
bT, anl made him iro mora warily to
work. Ilia niannr whra ha cam in
contact with her waa respectful and
propriety itself. Altogether bit be-

havior and general bearing termed al-

tered for the better. At last aba begaa
to to let at bia worthless presence, and,
it waa plainly evident, to sea in him
what no others ooold seo attribute
which ha did nut possess, even betray-
ing a certain amount of gratification
when in bia company.

"That's cold blooded villain, take
my word for it, " said Jack to me ona
day, "and soma barm will coma of bia
being- - here yet fle'a a acneuter, and
bow any irl can like that crocodile's
sinileof hi gets over me. I wonder how
poor Havile takea it I thought he would
cat np roiiKh seeing we all supposed
bim to be rather sweet npon Elsie. Bat
either be doesn't care or be'a much
deeper man than we take bim for, de-
spite bis faith in Hamsun and weakness
for paper snake. "

"I never did think Savile waa a fool,"
I replied. "However, I believe with
you that Savile'a worth a dosen such
chaps as Duly. It's pity Elsie doesn't
aoeiu to see it, thonxh. At first it ap-
peared to me Hhe hnmored Havile and
bis foibles, bat now she langhs at him
opeuly. I sappuse time will show which
is to prove the better man of the two."

Perhaps the few weeks that followed
were among some of the happiest ones
we spent, for we were bnsy from morn-
ing till sundown. We pot np a large
stoc kyard with a "V," a branding, a
killing yard, and also some outhouses.
Jack staid with the cattle; Chilcot
and I assisted the squatter and some of
me otners to pat np a rongb bat com-
fortable bonne, somewhat apart from
the other bnildings and overlooking the
lagoon. Chilcot was a native born Aus-
tralian and, as I have said before, a
quiet, gentlemanly, smart fellow and,
like all Australians, a born horseman.
When evening came and the cattle bad
been yarded for we still kept them
well in band we generally found our
way over to the squatter's bouse, for
Mackenzie was fond of a quint rubber
at whist, and, as be bad known Chil-
cot 's people down south, he was glad
to have it in bis power to show bim
some attention. As for Jack and my-
self, he insisted, with that genuine
Whole hearted news of bis, that we should
always join the party; a privilege of
which in our uneventful existence I
was only too glad to avail myself.

And it bad come to this after all,
that I, who hud been in my old conn-tr- y

palmy days a man about town and
versed in the ways of the world, bad
gone carelessly on with a false sense of
security and allowed my interest to be
awakened fir this beantiful and uncom-
mon type of womanhood, until it had

into admiration, then that
which mo.Ih me. hi-- r vcrleet slave. That
I, n penniless rolling stone, with only
my birth find education to recommend
iin-- , nhould tlrnk of aspiring to the

of MiH'kcnzio of Tarrogong's
diinchti r, who would yet be a great
hiirit-s- . wiih too presmnptnons a con-tiiM- ji

ney to ! entertained.
And now, liuniiig to get my eyes

opened to the frne state of affuirs, I
wii not a lit t lo alarmed at the probable
ending of my dny dreams, foreseeing
n insiders. Mt tronhle for myself in the
future miles I conld reason myself in-
to a more sensible state of miud. I
would endeavor to see. her in another
lik'ht. would note, her crudities of man-
ner nnd, if possible, detect in ber Want
of conventionalism and imiK'tnosity
only the lickltm-- of a shallow uiintl
"nriiii away would be to confess my
Wcnkncm; surely it were possible to
cure myself of this folly. But likonianv
more' I reckoneil without my host As
for trm nntiior of all this mischief, her
niunner toward me had never changed.
IVrliups sli w now a little less iui- -

pnlHivn ami n little more womanly, but
hi! was still the. Htranguand

I had seen kid a snake
with a Ht.K'k whip, and flick poor Yarry
with it when ho had interfered with
her chiiin of so doing.

Still ni. my were the pleasant eve-
ning w(i together. As for Daly,
Willi his hnn line, cold blooded and
:i)etcilioiis face, all this prohshly unit-

ed hi purpoee, for ho became positive-
ly civil to .luck and me, seeing it was
the maid mi l net the mistress that had
captivated hit fancy, lie seemed con-
tent to oveil.xik tile fact that we were
welcome gmstn where he knew be
iniirht not enter, but utill I knew that
with his naturally ambitions views and in
aspirations it wtve him some little
thought now and again. I knew that
though he had taken a violent fancy to
the fair, blue eyed, comely Elsie Gor-
don the position she occupied as a de-
pendent was not ijnite to his liking. It
was perhnw this that always took him ed
ov-- r toward the squatter's house when for
there were bnt few present to see him.
lie seldom by any chance went boldly
up in the li'ht of day as any honest
suitor would have done. It was strange the
to see the atrngnle between false pride
and natural sentiment in this scamp.
As for Elsie, I could see that her eyes
were blind to Daly's rtal self. Bnt it
was Savile who came In for the natural as
overflow of Daly's mean nature, for he
no sooner fouud out the cook's weak
ness for the person he bad honored with of
his addressee than he seized every op-
portunity of turning his harmless fads
into open ridicule. I never met with a
man who could keep his temper under
such peculiarly trying circumstances aa
well as Parile, ouly at times he would
flash slightly under some particularly
pointed remark of Daly's and look at
bim steadily with those wondering, pa-
tient

look
eyes of his. I knew that Savile, saw

who. like meet men great bodily
strength, possessed one of the best tem-
pers, was trying to boar with this man. ned
I feared that some day Daly would go Isdy
too far, and there would be trouble in I
the camp.

About this time we began to see the
signal Area of the blacks among the and
ranges. Markenxie had given strict or-
ders not to interfere with thera so long back
as they di.l riot stampede and meddle wait
with the oat i 1a

At last the longed for mail carrier I
There were two letters for me, able

one of them registered. This waa from

WlW IpTtll OI lot wiau, II
WaS IDDIiMDM K KU A II was, NW

; chantred tbs sobj-- ct by remarking- - that
aha was glad I had received good BOWl

' o previous day. rihs wa sorry Mr.

Tvadall had cot got any. for that was
bard to bear, dwpite what they said
about "no news being good new

We talked about many thing and I
discovered that despito what she had
aid about books ber kuowks&e repaid

ing them was by no means inconsidr
able; only, her practical kncwksleuf
the life around ns made ber innnitely
more interesting than any book- - I real
ized what a miserable fund of so called
knowledge a university man possessed
concerning natural history compared to
a bush bred girl who had not only read.
but was naturally observant. She show
ed me sensitive plants that curled np
and writhed aa if in agony at the slight
est touch, like living things, and Do

era that at noonday folded their petals
close, so aa to protect themselves from
the vertical rays of the sun. Not only
that but she named and classified theia.
showing how they were the survivals of
a still more wonderful type of Austra
lian flora.

Despite a false alarm of blocks on the
second night out, caused by the horses
stampeding into the camp, we reached
the Macarthur river in three days with
out mishap. We camped at the cross
ing, about two miles above the town
ship. Gordon forded the river and rode
into it He had asked Jack to accom
pany bim, but the Utter made some ex
cuse, and one of the men went mstea.l.
They came back by moonlight I did
not turn in for the night until tluy
came back.

"The de'il's in that Macarthnr. I be-

lieve," said Gordon to me as I fetched

bim a pair o hobbles. "The govern
ment cotter has come round from Port
Darwin, but no police magistrate's wife.
and I don't wonder that any decent wo
man should refuse to live in a place1 like
that But the boat's in the river ; we
can load up in the morning, and then
take the women folk back again.

It was news for which it was worth
having waited up. In my satisfaction I
told Gordon not to bother about hit
horse, but to throw some fresh tea into
the billy that bad just started to boil

The new township of Booroolooloo, as
Gordon told me, had earned a most un-

enviable notoriety.
Sleep waa somewhat fickle in her min

istrations that night Jack and I pitch
ed our mosquito curtains within a few
yards of one another, where we could
see Daly's gleaming white in the moon
light some BO yards or so off, alongside
a little patch of golden wattle. It might
have been fancy that once during the
night led me to think some of the horse
bells were ringing. Getting up I cried
to Daly and went over in his direction.
It waa always wise to make your pres
ence known if you stirred about after
nightfall, for more than one man had
been shot in mistake for a predatory
black fellow through neglecting this
precaution. As Daly did not answer, I
concluded he mast be asleep. The bells
stopped ringing, and I turned in again
In the morning we bad the greatest
difficulty in awakening Daly. When he
did get up, he looked as if he had never
taken off his clothes and bad a tired ap-
pearance.

As the ketch lay some miles farther
down the river, we decided to get to it
at once, bat remain on the same side
the eastern as we were at present be
cause this would save the additional
trouble of "double banking" at the
crossing. We were soou traveling again,
and passed on the opposite side of the
river the little township of the Macar-
thur, a collection of half a dozen lit-
tle galvanized iron huts, nestling amid a
wealth of great spreading, shady trees
and cycas palms a lovely little spot
truly to have such an unenviable repu-
tation. Then the river widened and
flowed still and deep in many places.
We saw alligators, like huge logs, lying
motionless, basking on the sloping
bank, bnt on our approach they would
slide ore into the water and swim away,

bad heard their peculiar bellow the
night before and wondered as to its
origin. We crashed through a strip of
scruo and through a meadow of cane
grass that rose high above our beads as
we sat in the saddle-- Then we came to

lovely, high bank, on which grew
some giant gnm trees, and underneath
in the stream lay the ketch.

TO CONTINUED.
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inn infatuation, ooold 1 ao approach
her as a suitor now t If I were nut from
a monetary point of view a match fur
bsr, still waa 1 not ber equal by birth.
and. I trust those attributes which give
to one the dignity of a gentleman t

The other letter was from my mother.
It begged of me to come borne now that
I bad sufficient for all my needs.

All cares as to my future worldly wel
fare were removed. But was I going
back to civilisation again t I need hard-
ly have asked myself that question. No.
If I bad been left the wealth of the
Rothschilds, I would have continued a
I waa getting my weekly wage and
working for it too. If I told any one in
camp of my altered prospects, the fact
of my remaining under such circum
stances might appear significant By
premature declaration I might also ruin
my chance of winning the one girl in
the world who now seemed to me
worth winning. I also felt that if I

"WtU. Dick, 1 ntt hardly ruk if you've
had good neutt"

were to gain her love it most be by my
own individuality. Norah Mackenzie
waa not one who would be swayed much
by worldly considerations. I did not
know as yet bow I stood with ber. She
had never by word or sign given me the
slightest clew to this secret. If I accom
plished the end on which my heart was
set bow pleasant it would be to tell
her that I was no pauper, bnt a man of
fair means. These bright thoughts
must have showed upon my face, for
Jack, as be passed just then, looked
keenly at me and remarked:

"Well Dick. I need hardly ask if
you've bad good news?"

"Yes. good news. Jack. "
"Parker," said the squatter, coming

op Just then, "you're just the man I'm
loaking for. Have yon had a kettleful
of newst Good news, I hops t That'e
ri-- bt Well, what I wanted to tell you
Is this: There's a SO ton ketch coming
up the Macarthur river with iron, wire
and general stores for the station, so 1

want you to keep tally of the cargo.
You'll go with a couple of wagons.
eight horses in each. I'm afraid, Savile,
you'll have to go, too, for you're the
only one who has ever been throngh this
country before. Besides, as luck will
have it, I've got to make a little excur
sion southward myself to meet a party
of surveyors traveling overland from
Month Australia so's to find out exact
ly where my country Is. I'm going to
take Lhilcot and another man with me.
We can keep the cattle above the gap
now that we ve run the fence across. I
hear the police magistrate and his wife
have arrived at the Macarthnr river.
so I think I'll just send in my daughter
and Elsie to wait with her till I get
back. hen the steamer comes round.
It can take us all away. It was a very
foolish thing of me to take her into this
country at alL It is Impossible to take
ber with me now. It goes against my
grain to leave ber, but I can't help it '

He seemed so genuinely vexed that I I
felt sorry for him, but I ventured to
make a remark to the effect that if ber
safety depended on the vigilance and
care of those who would go with her to
the Macarthnr be might rest assured as
to her safety. a

"Thanks. I'm certain of that" be
said. "However, it can't be more than
80 miles off three days' journey. Gor
don, TyndalL Savile and Daly will go
wun yon. uordon will be in charge. I
would go myself, but must make an
early start tomorrow morning. Saville.
you ve been 19 years with me, and I
never once found yon wanting when
duty was to be done. I'll see yoa before
you leave.

CHAPTER VIIL
inAlt COLT INCtPRWT.

It did not take Jack and me long to W

complete our personal preparations for ui,
the Macarthur river trip. We helped

H.the teamsters to look over the harness.
grease the wagons, weigh out some ra
tions, and on the following morning
shortly after daybreak we were steering
north again down the crock. Savile was

the lead; Norah Mackenzie, with
Elsie and Gordon, rode behind him.
while Snowball and another black fel-
low brought up the rear of the caval
cade, which included a few spare horsea
The squatter bad started out that morn
ing to a certain point where be expect

to meet the surveyors. I felt sorry
bim as I caught sight of his anxious

face when he bade bia daughter goodhv.
Jack and I rode our own horses, and
Daly rode with one of the teamsters in

front wagon.
It was a glorious morning, and as a

faint breexe waa blowing not unpleas
antly warm. It was toward the end of
August now. The cool weather such

it waa would be over before another
month bad passed.

I rode on until my home was abreast
Aorah Mackensie'a
"By the way, Miss Mackenxle." I

asked, "what'll yon do if tha police
magistrate s wire baa not come round
with her husband to the Macarthur
river t" It was a question that waa
causing me some anxiety Just then.

"Why, I'll take the place of the poor
man's wife, " she answered, trying to

as if she really meant it wben she
the look of horror come into Elsie

Gordon's face.
"But soberly speaking," she rontin

after a pause, "I do hope the good
has staid behind at Port Darwin.

don't know why I couldn't have re
mained at the station until my father
came nack. but be wished me to leave,

of conrse he always does know best
However, if she has not arrived I'U go

again with yon to the station and
until be cornea. I was sorry to

leave; it is such a beantiful place, and
so wished that we might hsve been

to explore those great cliffs which
father said were like Sydney head.
I'll tell yon what if we hare to go
back to the station, we'll make np a
party and go there. It's such a pity
that ray father bad to go away on that
trip." forThen, It is to be feared. I betrayed tew
myself just a little, for I said something Send
shout hoping that the worthy police
magistrate's wife had changed ber mind
about coming to the gulf. Whether or
rx4 the qai-- witted girl interpreted
" r .

Bicycles
FITTED WITH

EASY
RIDING
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AT MKJHTV LOW IMiK'ES

YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO WALK with the
line and prices we present; for if your purse Jwill not admit
the lest you can still ride second only to the Rambler, the
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Prices
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Mail orders promptly attended to.

Prices on application
We are still offering you

HILLSBORO. ORE.

A FEW

INTERESTING

FACTS

When people sr contemplating a trip.
whether on business oi pleasure, they
Dntiirtllr want the bel serviiv ob-
tainable so fsr ss ied, comfort and
Mtety is concerned. Kmplorets of
me larontin I antral Lines sre pant
to Mrve the public and our train, are
nperated so as l make close connec-
tion with diverging lines st nil junct-
ion poir.ts,

'ullm.in Palace Sleeping and Chair Car
on through tram. ' n

tiiuin Car se vice unexcelled. Mesh
serveil a la I arte.

order to obtain this fir rls rvire.
ak the ticket stent to sell thi a
ticket over

HE WISCONSa CENTRAL LINES.

Hrect connections at ( hicairo and Mil- -

wsiiker for si! KaMem points, . .

full infomistinn rail on fnut nramt
ticket scrnt. or wite ......
Asl .Pown. or Jam. A. Clotk.
tern. ps. Art., tienersl Airenl.

.VIUs kce.VVU. stark
U

Lne
INDEPENDENT and
WEEKLY OREGONIAN,

one year for only $2.00.

Address all orders to
I TCT" TPs Tn T t i t.

my mother's lawyer and conveyed the
glad tiding that a cousin of my fa-

ther a the f.u'tof whose existence I bad
long since forgotten, had, after paying
some few saiall legacies to his more im-

mediate relations, made me bia residu-
ary legatee, and the property Would
pr. since abhont Ct.AiN) a year.

Fifteen hundred a year I A minute
and a half ago a penniless bosh man.
now a man of independent means!

CUnton A Jackson Sr, CHICACO, ILL.
For sale at itxt LMU Iru Murw. HilLsboro, a" Oregon
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