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CHAFPTER XXVL
The wurw of Colonel Mansley was
harscteristbo from the firet.  When he
l.[,-] his 1wo friends rode Mlﬁ.
Bittde willuge of Aldine Mrm
hotiie, §t waa i bhis power W brush

“1 thiok, colosel, you'd better let
that chap come out ™

It matters nothing o me what yoo
think ; you have my answer. '’

“*Bupposs wo cotue it after bim "

Colonal Maoaley beld his tomper beot-
tor than | expocted. There was Lot &

asiiln ‘T"' “""""'*l':'l“‘:l‘d;“ﬁ.“ !.—cx in his tones when e ropdied
peaer Al ol w | *“The first cne of you who spprasches
compmunity. He had caly o desw relo | my dooe will be abot dead! We bold

wned make known to the lolterers sround |

the plaoe
hatd beaty

ounty sest in charge of the

way Lo the o
plien i, The fact that his own fatbher |
Ll reeoguized the scamp and refused

to amist hiw would bave placed Ih
jdentity of fhe young man beyond doabt

Awd 7o F the colonel resolutaly refusd
to sponk the wird, I:hlhﬂtn‘“lhld
tukott tofuge under bhis roof, be was
cugor 10 defernd e, and, as bo sxpressed
fomeesut to tench the booes o lesson
they would peguember all thelr liven
I bis stein weath be scoroed 0 so-
kow ledge the salutations of his neigh-
brirs, bat tode forward, grim, determined
and silent. to his hame. To nee & com-
pot exprossiog, the veteran was spoil-
ing tor s fight.

As for mysslf, 1 should have besn
glad 1o withdmw whin aight oame,
and, monnted ot a swift horss, taken my
ohances of scape—which were
bt | dureed not propose stything of
nature to oy host  He had laid ous
line of sction and would brook no je
ferrtico from any one

The warning whistle of
Warren hiad warcely renched
utillness of the autumn npight
caine i sleht throogh the gloom, walk-
ing rapidly up the front path. Bef
bo ronched the porch he was jolped
Cptuin Vernon, who opened the un-
fastencd door and entered the parior.

“Well, ' snid the former, withoot the
plightest agitition, "‘they are within
100 yards and coming st o fast gaie. '’

“How many do you make?’ inguired
the calonel

"1t is hard to tell in the darkness,
bat all som to be talking st the mume
time, and they are struggling along, ap-
parantly without o leader. There must
e 6 scope, "t

“No dinbt Jim Dungan s st their
hond, and be is a8 brave as he s fool-

“They nood & sharp lesson. **

“And will receive it, They will ap-
pronch from the front, " added the colo-
nel. "We shall have s fow wosds with
thetn before the firing begins. Mot of
the men have swn service, and they
will first summon us to sarrender. 1t I8
policy to compel them to strike the
opeping blow. You three will station
yourslves by the windows at the front
of the parlor, with the ssshes ralsed.
When I give the word, we will all open
fire together. "’

“Wao promise you that.” sssented
Captain Warren, speakiog for the ress
of us

*"And don't forget that md you
has n ropeating Winchester. Pump the
shota into thom as fast ae yoo can. A

bwtthe 1s often wou by its opening. It

i

b i

<

wili be wwrcy to the sarvivors to pick
off a dowen or w0, The chanoss are that
they will rus after a reception like
lluil
“ Purl st organise in larger foree
than ="k
CUOW bt of that P demuanded the oolo-

el as A o snuifed the battle and rev-
wh=i in the intoxication is lﬂm

**Ab. thara they are!*’

you and yuar mob in utter comistnps

that the ganuine Hack Beyer | Lo 4 o0, you ta attack this bouse as
wrestedd and was then op his “"’“' !Ipl o

Wae thres in the parior were listening |

treathlessly. | was sure 1hat Jisn Dun

an indulged in s chockle, and fanoied

the ponderous shoulders of Cy Walters |
Hited once or twice as if e wers lnveh
tug silently. Then the young leader
leaned over and sadd sorocthing lu so
guarded a voice that none of me could
cateh the words, Looking toward the
sataelike figore of the offior Loing
him on the porch, Dungan rejested,
with a peculinr intouation:

o] seekon, colonel, you'd better Lring
that chap out. "' |
“1 have given you my answer, What

are you waiting for?"”

It seemed to strike the two that they
were wasting time, for withour reply |
fug they turned about and moved down |
the graveled walk to theln counpanions
The conference there was bricf  The

The two men gave a solule

whole crowd came throvgh the open
fnte and moved up the path toward tin
front of the house Colonel Mausies
stoppad back within the hull, drow lh.- I
tolt of the door sud jolned us o the
parior.

*There mast be 30 of them, "
pered Cuptain Vernon,

1 wish there wers 100, was the
grim remark of the colomel **Wore
such infergal idiots ever created (-
fore®"

Arrived at the porch, the mwen ar
themselves with sane regard to
military formation, standing in o doa
ble row, facing the door amd parlor, |
where four armed men coolly wwalted
the opening of the fight to the deathy

whis

i

Matters were in this tense stato when !

Jim Dungan onoe more oulled out the
name of Colone! Mansley.

1 zofuss to hold any further parley
with you,"' he replied from lis station |
by one of the windows of the parlor
“*You have my auswer. "'

Jim Dungan now did a daring thing
Recognixing the point whenoe the au-
swer came, he stepped upon the porch
and walked to the window, where ho
and Colonel Mansiey stood fuoo o faoo
within six feet of ecach other and with
tho ssh raised.

CHAPTER XXVIL
“Colonel Mansley,” said Dungan,
“wowant & word or two with your |

am toaid our vislon. This | guest. I give you my pledge that we'll

do him no harm while we're talking to-
|

The proposition was &0 unexpocteod |
that the ocolonel was purmalod.  He had
falled to note s siguificant fact which
did not sscape me. During the inter

Locdetng our from the darkened par-
loe, wo saw o number of shadowy fig-
ures gathering poar the entrance to the
gpronmts Thonight wis likes the preced-
fing oo cool, orisp aud clear, with only
e star x|
Wi W | by the shade of the trees
thiat surronniod the house, bot by look- | gether.'”
g straiont down the wide walk there
waus | Teulty in making out the
v f .

A vty an Leonld judge there were
PWVIIT i that the vigilantes of the

procwiing 1

Lt bl been sugmetited by

others, 11 tad basleedd at the entragos
to the groonds, as if for consultation.
The wmr windows at the front |
nf e r, aud thres of oe took onr
g bats | -‘,ulhnﬂﬂommd
ol Y| ley, as our lomder, e
mabivel v the hal '. uear the front deor, |
roa e  mressuge whioh Wi |
i) W the mob  In the tmpm
1Ty I (i the sound of a

aght ¢ nt the bead of the staira
Mim 3 ¥ bad siolated the oom
il patetit to the extent of
tomv by rr m

i 1w paswedd, and wtill nooe of |
e wliwy furmis at the front of the |
prititsla uy achod In the stillness of |
the wight v ull bear the murmur of |

their vores It Jim Dungan was the
loder, be dul pot have his vigilantes |
under tho test of discipline,  Colone)
Mansloy grow impatient. for be did not
understuid  the meaning of the delay,
wid Csprain Warren, nearvst me on the |
rIghL, nunttered

"It Jiskes as if their courage bad pe-
tered oot sid thers 18 pote that dare
sbow Lunsel! in front of the others, **

"t Fhey Ay
Bt And or pass

open fire from where they
wronnd to the rear, w!uﬂ-

we sbis O m powrer chanoe st then. *
“They can't offecd much st Jong |
rangy AL, there they ootue !
lustian f one man two advanoed
from the wroup and walked up the path
besidde car i cther. As they drew nearer

it was son that ench oarried s rifla
While 1 was peering through the gloom,
trying 1o ldoatify thom, Captain Warren |
madd o o low vojes |

"'1'_t1-- oo o the right is Jim Dun- |

“*And bis «
1 adddind

mpanion is Cy Walters,
1y recognizing the masaive

Mr' of ox sl g
*“*You are right. [t isbha ™'
They cais foeward at & deliberate
walk, apparvatly pusaled by the dark-

Dess atied slhosoe of the mansion, but
thoy sbhownd no signs of timidity. As
tha foot of the porels the two haited, and
Dungan cailed in s r‘h‘r voion:

YHello, the bouse

Cnlonel  Mansley instantly stepped
forth and, adviscing to the edge of the

| and we've promised Pete naot 1

view Dungan never once reforred to me
s Hank Beyer. Before the colone] conld
frame his reply I stepeod through the
open window and stood on the potch in
view of every member of both mm -

I am here, Dungan. What do you
wish with me?'"

The man took off his slonch bar snd
slowly bowed until his head was almoss
to his kneea Then, as bo stratghitoned
| ap he mid in s clear voice

“Mr. Edward Kenmore of Now York
oity, on bebalf of my friends awnd mysolf
1 offer you a hamble apology and beg
your forgivencss for the d——d fools w
bave made of curselves At onr voting
this afteenoon in Black Man's ew wili}
we voted to have a modal struck foronch
member of oar crowd, which he plodasd
himeelf 1o wear as evidenos that be's
the biggest chump in the whaole aute «
Missdasippi. Cy and me hore are to have
the Mgpewt medals, emeh "bout the sim
of & fapjack, ‘cause we're the chum

It ctinecsssary to go over the Live
ly prooeedings of the last day and nignt
‘eaame 1 reckon your mens rv don 't o
any refreshing a8 to the same W all
ook you for Hank Bover, which the
mme you shouldn't be “sbass £, fur
he's the best looking ms well as the
meanest man in the county

“You know the story vom told as
bow you bought the colooel’s chestnut
of him at the cresroads Nt r us
didn’s b'Heve it, for which the suwe
You are partly to blame, belfng ne Low
you huomored the ddew that wom was
Hank Bat it happened that when you
bought that horse of him th v wes o
man who sead you fo iL
that day sort of prospecting like wion
obsarved you two, acd he bed ooy
!-h trees at the side of the rond!
what passed atween yom aeil o ol
money paid over,

in that guartur would throw

on 0 him as regards chickens for
aforesn ! .rn![t-'mm was Lhie darky 1"t
where you spent s part of loss noigi
ask hum
any trooblesoge questions of scooant
of the sarviee be's dome to political
econermy and good govermuent eo |

Bpper stop, anked in bis sharp, military  speak.

Paslbibom

“Waoll, sir, what do you wish™*

The two men zave s miute by tonch-
Ing their forvdngers o the frounts of
thair hats, bot e stooed proud and erect
vnih ut acknow ledgment

“You bave & younug man in your
bhouse that wo want 0 sa'" replied
Dangan, who did the talking for his
party

1 bhawe u guest bere, bul be choosss
to piok bis company and decline to
bave suything W do with you. ™

“*Has be sid =™ was the impudent
question of the lesder of the vigilantes

*Pete told bis story to Cy here todar
and we had a meeting in the woods |
consider things. We was all as hoat g
od aa over after you, for though Uy was
presoait be conldn't tell what Peto Gad
(%old bim ‘canme he'd promisd b
wouldn't. When Cy seed ws how b
wat o way of stopplong we be got 1
® toll the whale thing and throw |
welf on to the merey of the coure

“Waal, that made music 15 oo
our eyes. We come migh getting 10
fight ae b0 our olalme as to which was
the biggest fool. After a lotg argy o o
that come mighty nigh blows 8 was

“Nowe of your busdoes | | speak for snanimously agreed that Uy and e

B, |

—— e ——

waa ihe chamuions.

_I-:rn:..'\:u it may smem, Aldine and its

' Lalwr evolved & brass band whose

| make his shonts beard he stopped the

| of learning what good follows thoee

| you waited o do =o'

reluml the

He wae out | wast

The reseom whiv this '
| spectator didn’t mention the aMair »

of was thnt he was afiard his proso for
tee to cure or refund the money.

send for cirrular

mm-ﬂhﬂ. which | bope you
wen s amwpate, we bhad another long
taik as fo what was the right thisg 0
do  Fimally we agreed thas we'd come
ous hesw m.t-lynduﬂuwapb

ve, wiod Bero wo nre”

Auxd Doy an sgain bowed low, Cy
Toalters tmltating Lim to sone extent

H..L yos It in your hesrt, Mr. Keo-
e, W 24 op o el

\ m wers rather impulsive last
olghs und made things scmewhat ue-
:. =esnl, Lut you Bave dupe the honor-
able thing, and 1 curdially scoept your
‘[l s "

Dungan tarscd =0 as to face the
erowd. apd, mising bis band, mid in a
cummunding voloe :

vGetits, procesd I

And then came the startling discov-
pry that S cnly two men In the parsy
wli carried frearius were be and Wal-
ters. The others were provided with »
bass drum and brwss jnstrumenta, for,

immoediate neighborbood had sfter long

rforts were protably ot of the ressons
wiy no straoger hal sottled in that
part of the conutry for several years.
The musicians were waiting for the
signal, and instantly the crash omme.
The racket was deafening, and the
worst of it was that while several were
treing to play “Dixie’" two others
wern splitting their cheoks with *"Sa-
wutee River,"" and the corpetist, prob-
ahly in compliment to me, was going
might and main on ** Yankes Doodle, "
while the bass drum trimd to kesp time
with all. As soou as Dusgan could

racher.

“Cents, I'm "stonishad and grieved.
It was agresd om the rosd that you waa
to play them three tunes, but not at the
st titme, Try ag'in, but fix on the cne
that you want, so that ihn sweel music
may betit the orcasion,

The mistake was gqoickly rectified,
and the lively notes of **Dixie'’ rang

out on the night air, followed in turn
by tho two that have beon mentioned.
Perhups it was because of the happy
cirenmstances, but [ am free to ootfess

that pever before or since that nighs -

have tho tmuelodies improssed me so fa-
vorshly,

Colonel Mansley promptly accepted
the situation. He compelled all to en-
ter his hospitable mansion, where the
srvanis were sammonsd and kept busy
furnishing wine and lunch, and good
wishes were profose all round. 1 was
toasted agaln and again until 1 began
to ask o vsel! whether it was not worth
all 1 had passed through for the sake

mien were, And yet there were some
phasos of those 24 boars from which 1
am sure [ should have shrunk.

- - - L - - -

Last Christmas Colonel Mansley came
north to spend the bolidays, as ia his
eustom, with hisdaoghter and me. Aft-
er his departare my wife and I were sit-
ting slone, when I said;

* Esther, thers bas been o question in
my mind that I bave lobg wished to
ask yom, "'

“And why, my dear husband, have

“Perbaps because | feared the an-
swer, and yet why should I* It is this

“Genta, proceed ™
On that night, several years ago, when
yom cume to the inn at Aldine and raised
the window for me, were you surprised?” |

“Sarprised by what®'

**At finding the prisoner was I in-
stond of Henry Beyer?'*

She smiled us sbe replied:

““I bad beard of the other charges
asgainst him, but be pleaded so elo-
quently and denied so strenuonsly that
I almest—not quite—bolieved him, I
thought ho wos abused and sympathized
with him. =Still there were times when
doubts wonld come 10 mo in spite of it
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nll  Father pever liked hisoe. We were
never cogaged, though he often begged
me to become s When news resched

our home of your arrest, of your danger, |

of the belief that you were he apd of
voar earnest denials, I know you spoks
the trath, and 1 determined, if it was
i may puvwer, to mYe you.
shonlil have taken a different method,
¢ 1 wos terrified by the imminence ul'
our danger. [ did what 1 did know-
ng from the motaent [ stole from the |
howso under the escort of Erastus that
you were whaet yvou claimed to bo—your
Wi =
ived in all the wide world, "'

‘Thank God" was my fervent re-
sponse as | fondly kissed ber, “*the fiy
nt last is removed from the cintment !
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