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"Tbat being settled, which I bopa yoo
w a I a if pate, we bad another long
ta.lt ii to wbut waa the right tbing to
da i nal!y we agreed that we'd ooma
cut t re to a tasty and off or our apolar-an- d
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Vait ra lm listing Lim to some exteut.
"Hare a it la y ur heart, Mr. Ken

i:i rn, to ! t cp cu ur"
"Ycu w-- re rather impulsive last

nin-h-t aJi l luadi) things jaewhat on
1 a5j'.t, tut yoo have done tbe honor
tUu tui.z, aui I curdially accept jour
a lory "

Duugan turned so as to face tha
crowd, and. raising bis band, said Id a
Commanding voice:

"'Jeuta, procwd!"
And then cams tbe startling discov

err that Sie only two men in tha party
w ho carried firearms were be and Val
ters. Tbe otbera were provided with a
busa (.ruin aud brass iuatramecta, fur,
a: range as it msy seem, Aldiue and ita
immudiate neigh tsirbood had after long
!alsr evolved a brass band whose
etTorta were probably one of the reasons
w ar no strang-- r had settled in that
part i f the country for several years.

Tbe musicians were waiting for tha
signal, and instantly the crash came.
The racket waa deafening, and tba
worst of it was tbat while several were
tiring to plav "Dixie" two others
were splitting their cheeks with "So
wanee Kiver, " and tbe cornetiat, prob--

atiiy in compliment to me. was going
might and main on Yankee Doodle,
while tbo bass drum tried to keep time
with alL As soon as Dungan could
make his shouts beard be stopped the
racket.

"Gents. I'm 'stonished and grieved.
It was agreed on tbe road that yoo waa
to play tbem three tunes, but not at tha
fame time. Try ag'iu, tut fix on the one
that ynu want, ao tbat tha sweet music
may he tit the occalon.

The mistake was quickly rectified.
and the lively notes of "Dixie" rang
out on the night air, followed in turn
by the two that have been mentioned.
Perhaps it waa because of the happy
circumstances, but I am free to confess
tbat never before or since that night
have the melodies impressed me ao fa
vorably.

Colonel Monsley promptly accepted
the situation. He compelled all to en.
ter his hospitable mansion, where the
servants were summoned and kept busy
furnishing wine and luucb, and good
wishes were profuse all round. I was
toasted again and again until I began
to ask myself whether it was not worth
all I had passed through for the aake
of learning what good fellows those
men wore. Aud yet there were some
phases of those 31 bonrs from which I
am sure I should have shrunk.

Last Christmas Colonel Manaley came
north to spend tbe holidays, as it hia
custom, with hia daughter and me. Aft-

er his departure my wife and I were sit-

ting alone, when I aaid:
"Esther, there baa been a question in

my mind tbat I bava long wished to
k you."

"And why, my dear husband, bava
you waited to do so?"

"Perhaps because I feared the an-

swer, aud yet why should I? It it this.

SI TI 1

mmmm
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7 I n ! l t., T-l-t.

"Genu, proretJ f
On tbat night, several yean ago, when
yoo came to the inn at Aldine and raised
the window for me, were yoo surprised?"

"Surprised by what?"
"At finding the prisoner was I In-

stead of Henry Beyer?"
She smiled as she replied:
"I bad beard of the other charges

against him, but be pleaded so elo-
quently and denied to strenuously tbat
I almost not quit believed him. I
thought he was abused and sympathized
with him. Still there were times when
doubts would oome to me In spite of it
all. Father never liked him. We were
never engaged, though he often begged
me to become ao. When news reached
our home of yonr arrost, of your danger.
of the belief that yon were he and of
your earnest denials, I knew yon spoke
the truib, and I determined, if it was
in my power, to save you. Perhaps I
should have taken a different method,
tut I was tiTriri.il 1 y tbe imminence of
your danger. I did what I did know-
ing from tbe moment I stole from the
houso under the escort of Er&stus that
you were what you claimed to be your
own self and tho best husband tbat ever
lived in all the wide world."

"Thank God. " was my fervent
as I fondly kissed her, "tbe fly

at last is removed from tbe ointment 1"
THR END.
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CIUPTEH IXVL
The amrwi of Colonel Manaley was

charw teriatic (rutu the Am. Whan ba
lid ina two friends roda through tba

Mil.. t.1ji of Aidino on tbairway
Iiis it a io bia power to hroao

ail tTerr tlimttdjui cloud and bring
peace and guud will oi tba axcltxd
cuiiiuiuiiir.v. 11m bad only to draw rain
aud maJtti known to tha loiUirws around
tha vlaitt that the gonuiua Hack Deyar
bad Un arrwted and waa than on hia
way to tUx county snat to obarga of tha
Mil it!. Tha fact that b)i owa father
Lad ry fni-- Iba acamp and rulnsed
to ail fciui wi.old bava placad tha

tbM young man beyond doobC
Aud y f the colonel reaolutuly refused

to KiM uk the word. believing that I had
tak.-- uiid-- r bla roof, ha waa
i a.r l'i d.fi-u- ma, and, aa ha axpreaaad
it. uiiaut to teauh Uie boon luasat
ttit-- would r.unrat-- r all tbulr Uvea.
In bis mo wrath be aooroad to ao
knowlnde tbe aalutatiiaia of Ma neigh.
bora, but rutin forward, grim, determined
and silent, i bia borne. To nas a oonv
niou rxiiriMMinu, tha veteran waa spoil
iuu for a tittbt.

Aa fur uiyralf, I aboold haa bean
Kind to withdraw when nlgbt came.
aud, mounted ou a awift bona, taken mj
chances of escape which ware fiiod
tut 1 dared not propose anything ul tnat
Duturo to my hont, lie had laid out hi
line of action and would brouk no Inter-fnrcur-

from any one.
Tbe warn i UK whiatle of Captain

Warrt'O Lad scarcely reached aa In tha
stilluiws of tbe autumn night when be
cuma in tight through tbe gloom, walk
ing rapidly np tbe front path. Before
ba rr'liHl the porch he waa joined by
Captain eruon, who opened tha un
funi.ned door and entered the parlor.

" Well, " taid the former, withoat tbe
ligbutat agitation, "they are within

loo yanla and coming at faat Rait,"
"How muuy do yon make?" Inquired

the colonel.
"It la hard to tell in tbe darkness.

but all socin to be talking at the lame
time, and they are itraggling along, ap
parently without leader. Thera muat
be a afire."

"N'o di.nht Jim Dungan la at their
head, and he ia aa brave aa be ia fool
Uh."

"They need aharp lesson, "
"And will receive it. They will ap

proach from tbe front," added the colo-
nel. " We ahall have a few words with
thuin before the firing beglna. a!oat of
the man have awn asrvioe, and they
will first mnimon na to aurrender. It ia
policy to compel tbem to atrika the
opaniiig blow, ton three will atatlon
yourmilvaa by the window! at tha front
of the parlor, with tbe aaahes raiaed.
Wbuu I give tha word, we will all open
fire together.

"We proniiae yon that." aaarated
Captain Warren, ipeaking for tha reat
of na.

"And don't fnrgot that each of yon
ban a n peutuig Wiucbeater. Pump the
hot into thi-ii- i aa faat aa yoo can. A

hni tin ia often won by ita opening. It
will be uirny to the farvivor to pick
otT a iloi u or ao. The chajioea are that
they will run after a reception like
that '

Trrlinpn to oigauiae in larger force
than Ix 'i.re "

"What of that?" demanded tbe oolo-ue- l

an if bo miuffed tbe battle and rev-eli- ii

in tln intoxication it imparted,
"Ah. there the; are!"

lkiiiK out from the darkened par-
lor, we caw a number of ahadowy a

tiathiTiiig mar tbo entrance to the
tiiuh.Iii The ninbt waa like the preced-

ing one, '!. crisp aud clear, with only
the Mar Klram to aid our virion. Thia
wax ( uki in (I by tbe abade of tha treea
that rurro'iii.1''d the hooae, but by look-iu- g

Ktr:iu-ii-t dnwn tbe wide walk there
. waa little ihlTiculty in making out the

in.iviii f rii. a.

Ah iii iirlvaa I oonld Jndge there were
twi nt y iM, mi that tb- - vigilantoa of the
prn-eiliiir- f tnht h:id lieeu augmented by
other-- . 1 hry had halted at the entrance
to tlir (.'riiiiiidn, aa if for couaultation.

Tin re w. re four windowa at the front
of t ii lor, and three of na took our

i hi. n ill. ,. ra li w ith a rifle in hand.
Oili ie l M in ley. aa our leader,

d in ll.e hall urar the front door,
n-i- i ly to nveive the iiieMage which waa
rx)i.i'i I Ir. in the mob. In the impreaa-iv- e

Ml. ii. i. I eatiK'ht the annnd of a
li.lit tin tf ill nt the le-a- of tlw ataira
Mi- -t Mm-;- , y had Tinlatisl tbe l

i f In r pan-li- t to the extant of
le r

The iiiiniitia atwrd, and Mill none of
the aliadnwy fnrma at the front of tbe
gn'umU n'ina4 h.-- In the atlllneea of
the ni.'lit we hear the murmur of
their von ea. If Jim Ihuigan waa lha
leader, he did not have bia vigilantee
under the t of discipliue. Colonel
Maiinl. y k'ri'w impatient, for be did not
uiel. the meaning of tbe delay,
and i'uptain Warren, neareal me on tha
right, niutti nil:

"It Im.ka aa if their courage bad pe-
tered em and there ia none that dare
ahnw luniM-l- f in front of tbe otbera."

"They may op-- fire from where they
at ami or pna around to the rear, where
we ahall haveapooier chance attbein."

"Tiny can't effect much at long
rang'1 Ah, there they come I"

Iimtt'od of one man two advanoed
from the srmip and walked up tbe path
beanie cat h other. Aa tbey drew nearer
it waa vii that each carried a rifle.
While I w an peering through the gloom,
trying to identify them. Captain Warren
aaid in a low voice:

"Tbe one on the right ia Jim Dun-gai- t
"

"And bia companion i Cy Walters."
I added. a.-i-ly reoignixing the tuaaaiva
figure of the ex aoldler.

"Yon ar right. Itiahe."
They came forward at a deliberate

walk, apparently puxzlud by the dark-
neaa and nl.ooe of the manaioo, bnt
tliey ahoweil uo aigna of timidity. At
the foot of the rtwrh the two baited, and
Uungau calliM iu a clear voice:

"Hello, the bona?!"
Colonel .Maiifl.y inatantly atepped

forth and, aiivuicing to the edge of tha
upper atep, aked in bia abarp, military
faxhion:

"Well, air, what doyoa wiab?"
Tbe two men gave a ealute by touch-

ing their forefingers to the trnota of
their hatai but be tii proud and erect
without acknowledgment.

"Yoo bav a youug man In your
bona that we want to ane," replied
lmugau, who did tbe talkicg for bia
rartT-

" I have a gucat here, but be cbooaM
to pi. k hia company and declines to
have anything to do with yoo."

"ll.ia be aaul ?" was tbe Impudent
question of the leader of tbe vigilantes,

"'oue of your buatneaal I apeak for

3 ETC, tit.

-- I think, colunej, you'd Utter let
thai chap coma out. "

"It matters nothing to me what yon
think ; you have my anrwer. "

"Suppoae wa oume in afUir him-- "

Colonel Manalvy beM hi temper bet-ta- r

than I expected. There waa not a
tremor in bia tones when be n-- Jied :

"Tha first oua of you who appnao hea
my door will be abut dead! We h'.ld
yoo and your mob in ott.-- c ntempt
and invite you to attack thia kooae aa
soon aa yon d d plea.- - '."

Wa three la the parlor were listening
breathleaaly. I waa aura tbat Jim liun-ga- n

Indulged In a chuckle, and ta:n led
lha ponderous shoulders of Cy Walters
lifted once or twice as if be were lauch-ln- g

silently. Then the young leader
leaned over and aaid something iu ao
guarded a voice that none of na conld
oatob the words. Looking toward the
statoelike figure of the officer
him on tbe porch, Dungan repeatid.
with a peculiar intonation :

"I reckon, colonel, you'd better bring
thai chap out. "

"I nave given yon my answer. What
are you waiting for?"

It seemed to strike tbe two that they
war wasting time, for withoat reply-
ing tbey turned about and moved dow n
tha graveled walk to their, companions.
The conference there was brief. Tbe

Th ttco men gnvt a mlute.
whole crowd came tbroogb the open
gate and moved up the path toward tha
front of tbe bouae. Colonel M.iurl-- y

stepped back within the hall, drew the
bolt of tha door and joined us in tbe
parlor.

"There mast 1 80 of them. " whis-
pered Captain Vernon.

"I wish there were 100, "was the
grim remark of the colonel. "Were
such infernal idiots ever created be-

fore?"
Arrived at tbe porch, the men ar-

ranged themselves with some regard to
military formation, standing in a dou-

ble row, facing tha door and parlor,
where four armed men coolly awaited
tbe opening of the figbt to tbe death.

Matters wore in thia ten) stMe when
Jim Dungan onoe more called out the
name of Colonel Manaley.

"I refuse to bold any further parley
with yoo," be replied from bia station
by one of the windowa of tho parlor
"You bava my answer. "

Jim Dungan now did a daring thing.
Recognising the point whence the an
swer came, be stepped upon tbe porch
and walked to the window, where he
and Colonel Mane ley stood face to face
within six feet of each other and with
tha sash raised.

CHAPTER XXVII.
"Colonel HauMey, " said Dungan,

we want a word or two with your
guest. I give you my pledge that we'll
do him no harm while we're talking to-

gether."
Tbe proporition wss to unexpected

that tha colonel waa puzzled. Ha had
failed to note a significant fact which
did not escape me. During tho inter
view Dungan never once refrrreil to me
aa Hank Beyer. Before the colonel could
frame his reply I step d through tha
open window and stood on tbe potch in
view of every member of both partien.

"I am bare, Dungan. What do you
wish with me?"

Tba man took off bis slouch bat and
alowly bowed until bis head was almott
to hia knees. Then, as be rtraiKhtened
up, he said in a clear voice:

"Mr. Edward Keninore of Sew York
city, on behalf of my friends and mywlf
I offer yoo a bumble apology and beg
your forgiven ess for the d d fools we
have made of ourselves. At our meeting
tb la after noon in Black Man's swamp
wa voted tobave a medal struck fur each
member of our crowd, which be pledged
himself to wear as evidence that be'a
tbe biggest chump In the whole state of
MiasiaaippL Cy and me here are to have
Iba biggest niedala, each 'bout the ize
of a flapjack, 'cause we're the cbntn-pton-

"It'i onneceamry to go over the live-
ly proceedings of tbe last day aud night,
'cause I reck. aa your niem'ry don't iim--

any refreshing as to the fame. Wo. all
took yoo for Hank IVyer, which the
same you shouldn't be 'shamed if. fur
he's tba beet looking aa well as tbe
meanest man in tbe oonnty.

"Yoo know the atory you t 1l as
bow yoo bought the colonel's chestnut
of him at tba crrwroad. None of us
didn't b'lieve it, for which tho same
you are partly to blame, being as h..w
yoo humis-e- tbe idea that you was
Hank. But it happened tbat when . a
bought that horse ot him th re w.is a
man who seed you no it Il was out
tbat day sort of prospecting likn wli. n he
obaarved yoo two, and h bid 'm ng
the treea at Ibe aide of the rimd. hcerd
What passed Btween you and snt tlie
money paid over. The reason why this
spectator didn't mention the affair s.m
r waa that be was afi ard hia pr. . n. e

In that quarter would throw 'apn-- u
on to him as regarda rhiciena, I r the
aforesaid gentleman waa the darky 1 Yt.
where yoo spent a part of lust iiu-h-

and we've promised rYte not to ask him
any troublesome questions on account
of tba aarvics he's done to political
eoonemiy and good govern incut, so to
speak.

"Peta told bit story to Cy here today,
and wa bad a meeting iu the wixsls to
oonaider things. Ws waa all as hoif

aa ever after you, for though Cy w is
present be couldn't tell what lYte had
told him, 'cause he'd promna d be
wouldn't When Cy seed as how tlx

no way of stopping ua, he got IVte
to tell tba whole thing and thro huu-sel- f

on to tba mercy of tbe court. i

"Waal, tbat made mnsie It np-nr-

our eyes. Wa come nigh getting iuto a
fight aa to our claims as to whu u was
the biggest fool. After a log arvni. nt '

tbat coma mighty nigh blows it was '

anaaiatoaaly agreed that Cy and me '
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