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was under survelllance, and the vigi-
lantos ware gathored on the edge of
Flack Man's swamp The discussion
among the members had boes Lag and

sugry, but it was ended et last, and |

Am Dungan was still the Joader.

bis followers, “'let every cne of you be
on band st Tom Buolfinoh's. Sam and

ey s hoose to make sure be doesn't slip |
sway. We'll go toguther and wind op
this busitess in good shape. **

And with this vnderstanding the vig-
{lantes separated to their bomes to
await the decisive hour that had been
announced by their leader.

CHAPTER XXV.

I found the home of Colonel Mansley |
better prepared for defense than wonld
be wuspocted. Like most southerners, |
he was foud of bunting, snd in his
himse wore two fine rifles, a shotgun
and s small revolver. The mualler rifle
and pistol were the property of his

danghter, who was an expert in their | always b a cause of doep regret to ma

tses an woll an . horsewoman of consaw-
mate skill. The revolver bwlanging to
the colonel Bad boun taken by him when
he rode off in quest of re-enforoements,
*o that no oartridges were found of
which I could make use, But his rifio
was placed at wy disposal, while Miss
Mansiey was stmilarly armed.

Our hope was that if the vigilantes
arvived before the master of the booss
we could stand them off until he cnme
The real strength of this peculisr de-
fense, as it seemnod to me, lay in the
personality of the young woman, who
was well known and universaly rospoct-
ed. It was hard to believe that a com-
pany of her neighbors would proceed to
violemos in which she was sure to be-
come involved, but when I intimated
such bollef she shook her head, and
sinoe she kuew them better than I ber
views were entitled to belief.

Erustus Hrown was our main reliance
among the servante. He exprossod an
vngerness to join in the defense, but
sinon be rofrained from doing #o until
after his mistress’ announcement that
be was to coufine his servioss to watch-
mnn or soout it cannot be belioved he
wie wuch dissppointed. The other men,
of whowm there were several, were en-
Jolved to sean the country in every di.
rection and report promptly the discoy-
ery of nuything suspicous.

Early in the afternoon, when every-
thing appesred to be quiet, Mis Mans.
loy sod I ate a basty lunch. Weo re-
wained in the parlor, moving from
window to window, talking together in
low tanes and continually on the wlert.
Nothing conld be clearer to mo than our
powerlomnoss agninst 0 determined at-
tack, If our assailants should confine
their nssault to the front of the bouss,
where they wonld be in fair range, it
in probmble that wo could have held
them off indefinitely, but it was too
much (o expect them to butt their heads
agninst o wall in that fashion,

It was about the middle of the after.
noou that Erastus Hrown, who was on
the lookout at ove of the upper win-
dows, rushed down stairs in s stato of
excitemont, with startling news.

ey o comin (™ ho gusped. **Dey il
be here in o fow minotes!"”

“Whom do yon moean?* asked Miss
Mansloy, botraying less exeitemont than
myself.

v biggermists, dat am gwine to
tore do boonse down!"’

“How many®"

“Two bundesl sod twenty-five; |1
counted “em '

lustond of replying to ehis astound
lng declaration, the young woman tan
up stuirs.  She had hardly disappeared,
when sho uttered o glad ory.

**Futher is returning!" she called.

Almost instantly she reappoarsd at
the head of the stairs and bastened to
my side, her face aglow with delighted
vxoitoment.

“Is o alone?' I nakod.

“*He brings re-enforoements, lsn't s
grand

“*How many?"

““Two—suffloient to repel 100,

Evidontly the daughter beld s good
opinion of hor parent’s courage, Never-
theless four determined wen (for 1 in.
clude mywolf) constituted a formidable
furoe, to sy nothing of the brave young
Wulnan.

A few minutes later the three horse.
men dashed up snd leaped from their
saddlos

Erastus was on band to take charge
of their auimals, and Esther opened the

Esther was closped in the arma of her
father

massive front door and was clasped in

the arms of bor father, who affection-

ately kisved and ombraced hor,

Quickly =he had explained every.
thing and lotroduced we to her parent,
who condially pressed my hand and
prescuted me to his companions,

Colovel Fitaroy Mansloy was o West
Poiuter, a veteran of the Confedomov
and one of the finest looking men I ever
Jooked upon, He was tall, erect, with o
provoutesd military bearing, silvery
white hair, a keen eye, pink oheeks, an
aguiline nose and @ sot of uataral tecth
almost as fine as hisn daughter's. He
was an ideal soidior snd as chivalrous a
knight as ever rode under the standard
of Godfrey of Bouillon, His compan-
tons, like him, hml served the Confed
erney from the first Manassas to Ap
pomattox ated most of the tiwme with
bim, Owne was Captain Hogh Warren

mnd the othor Captain Sam  Vernon.
Needloss to say, they wonld not have
bovs appealed 10 by Colenel M!Ihl-'yl
hadd be not known the staff of which
they were made
opportunity for a brush of this nature
that would serve to reemll the days of
the bivoune, the camp and the battle.
fleld. Each of the couple bronght a
Winohester and a revolver and within |
the same minute that they roached the
colotwl’s  residencs were mady for
“busitess, *

It eame out that there had beom a
third recruit in the person of Sheriff
Butilin, but on the road whom should
they weet but Hank Beyer, moanted on

They welcamed (he |

his father's best mare sod doing his ut-

most o grt out of a secticn whick h!
wmw wopld soon beoyue oo Lok su bold
him, The sbhori promptly arsested the |
young wan and started for the county
wenst, & dozen milles distant  The sym-
pathy and respect felt for Peyar's Lather
lod the party to drive to bis home with
a statement of toe facts and with a view

| uf allowing the jarout an opporiunity

of giving bail if be chos for his som
Dut Majyor Beyer had beotmee cryvinosd
of last of Lis worthlossness and rfosed
longer to acknowledge bim or have |
uru:l.n] further to do with the scape-

'Tnhr and do with him what you |
choose. 1 oevir wish to look wpon his

“At T o'elock tonight.” be " .‘Il face agnin,” mid the old Homan, turs. |

lng away.
It may sa well be stated that the

Juks will & watch of Colooe) Mans- | sboriff comducted bis prisner to the

eounty seat without difficulty, and
there in dos tine be was plaocd npon
| trial to answor several charges, was oot
| vieted and sent to the peuiteniiary for
& lomg term of years |
And so it may be said st last that my |
douhble wis uiglone |
“Mr. Kemwors,”' pemarked Colonel
Mansley ufter the first flurry was over,
“1 doeply regrrot that you should receive
such an introduetion to Misdssippt, but
| if some of cur poople are inhospitable
we intend to prove to you that others
know how to treat a gentleman. These

| boors are in peed of the mlutary lesson |

that awaits them. '’
“That wis proved long since. It wili

thus I shouid bave brow she this trovule |
u;p-u you nod''— |

**Tat, tas, tut! Nopeof thut! Weare
doing n simple act of dury, which yoa
and your fricads in the porth would be
quick to rootprovate wern our sitaations |
rovirmed.

Before | vould sy more ho oalled to
Captains Waurren and Vernon to join us
i & council of war

It was ngreed that aoe of these officers
should post himeelf o the east of the
Bowse wod the ol ber on the right, though
it W ulinost vertaln that tho vigilautes
wotld come from  Aldine, lying to the
west. Toe monent they woro discoversd
Captain Warren was to give the sigual,
whow be ond his eomursde would with-
Iraw to the hoose. There we ehould de-
fendd ourselves us the exiguncies prosent
ol thewsulves.  The request of Miss
Matsley to nsslst s was firialy declined

“Your place s in your room, ' her
father said. potting her Lead oMection
stely. You will be good enoogh to go
thither wiod remwin uotil 1 send (o
vou

She knew botter than to protest, and

sy bim goadly fur the time did as
Hreotod

Night was eloeing in. Most of the
ervante bl t b sCHE 10 thoir guartors,
it | Lo € Hel Manles"s contumpl
(o ] vigthouies the Tights wero Mt
heongh the Jower ps [ ithe hoase, amd
T we B ver ovening niedl overy
e o b cowld bave boon picksd  off
rooy tl aisido without visk to the

hurpabosstor. 1 ooml o se 1 foli porvons
when | glanesd o the windows, whuose
artmine were pralsod aud the shotters
thrown back

At tho etticlnsgon of the meal the cap
tuins ropaited to their stations and the
colonel and [ went into the parlar,
where all wns darkness Everyibing
possible hadd béen dane, and wo were in
readiness for the attack that we wore
certain would soon be made Sure
enough, less than half an hour had pass-
ed when, through the stillness, wo heard
a whistle from Captain Warron.

“Our frieads are prompt, " remarked
Colonel Mansley, **Thoy will bo bere in
10 or 15 minates, ™
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