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OASTOnXA.

ai i isissa'
Vllfl AT WOIK are

est en
subjectPLBAUIIE BENT

for special school books, aud to btk
away from the taxpayers aud to con
fer upon the directors the power
levy taxes, so that the plan may
work" without otwtruetion.
Should the bill Uvoine a law, the

first object of the happy book vende
will be to elect directors susceptih
tu "influence." The rest will the
follow, lu due course. A city sus
iutendeiit Is then to be chosen, und
cou tract for four year. This will
assure the chief oiierator a good, long
tenure for his man. Then the direo
tors are to prescribe the courses
studv and adopt such text Issiks as
tbey think tit. This will make
large, steady market for s nrial l

of books, at line prices. Finally, the
power to levy taxes is tube take
away from the taxpayers of the dis
trict, to whom hitherto it has always
belonged, and to be given to the
board of directors. It is Intimated
that a stiecial tax of 5 mills at Port
land, levied annua ly, will sulHce ft

the present, since the source from
which this bill emanates ruagnani
mousiy otters to put this limit upon
its own greed only reserving to itself
the further power to create an iudeld
edness any time when money may
be wauted of f 100,000 iu excess of
moneys due the district.

However, this isn't quite all yet
for in order to keep tho teachers well
under control, so they may give the
boss no trouble, it is to be provided
that there shall be a board of exsml
ners, composed of the city suptrin
tendent, the principal of the higli
school and three other H?rsoiiH chosen
by the directors; and that only hold
era of certificates issued by this Urnrd
of examiners and of certificates issued
by the state board of education shall
be qualified to teach in the schools ol
Portland. Tho boss of the schools.
and chief bookseller, will thus got i

lot of "biddable" teachers.
The hidden band not so secro

either was manifest at the meeting
of the department of superintendents
of the State Teachers' Association at
Portland this week. The maneuvers
showed that the underlying object of
a meeting whose real purpose no one
was willing to avow was to work up
support for certain measures more
closely related to private than to
public Interests. It is The Oregon
ian's opinion that everything relating
to the public schools should be in
eluded in one general law. Hut the
object of these efforts is to ois n the
way for a siecial hill for the Portland
school district, aud also for treatment
of the text-boo- k question In general
in a bill separate and apart from
everything else relating to school leg
Islation. The danger is that the gen
eral measure proiMjsed by tho legisla
tive committee, of which .Senator
Daly is chairman, may be divided
into an indefinite number of special
bills, into bills touching on dillerent
features on one great subject with
the trail of the serpent over all of
them.

It will be the duty of the delega
tion from Multnomah to look sharp-
ly after this bill and all bills intend
ed for the city of Portland alone,
Trouble like that taken in the pre
paration or these schemes is never
assumed by parties working in secret
unless there are jobs in view.

as tne nignest otneer in the army
Gen. Miles has not maintained its
best traditions, nor are the unpleas
ant incidents in which he is involved
entirely the result of the shortcom
ings oi omers. lie has been un.
guarded in what he said and the
manner of saying it to a surpri ing
degree, and, on the whole, irascible,
and aggressive in his treatment of
officers he dislikes. This country has
not been able to see that (en. Miles
deserved the further promotion
sought at tne tspgtning or the war
nor any occasion for it now. Turbu
lent quarrels are a oor substitute for
successful camiaigns. It would have
been enough for (Jen. Miles to testify
that he believed certain lsef furnish-
ed the army was bad. He preferred
the contemptuous phrase "embalmed
beef," and other Instances might be
given of a sensational tendency. It
is to be hoped that the next ranking
officer of the army will be a man of
more poise and broader qualities.
Globe Democrat.

T0PPF.0 THE PAPER.

"Once unon a time," says the
Houlsdale (Pa.) Journal, "a man got
mad at the editor ami s!o.psl the
paper. In a few weeks he sold his
corn at 4c let, than the market price.
Then his place was sold for taxes

irbe did'nt read the sheriffs sale.
He paid 110 for a lot of forged notes
that hail been advertised two weeks
and the public warned agtinst them.
He then rushed to the printing office
and paid several years' in advance
and had the editor sign an agreement
he was to knock him down if he or-

dered his paper to be stopped again."

Gen. Wood at Santiago gathers in
twice as much customs revenue as
the Spanish formerly reported. The
Santiago people are surprised by
business! conducted on business prin-
ciples, but tbey like i

Military men of renown have been
mora doUk for deeds than words.
Successful army leaden of history
were not lack lug ia proper reticence
and aelfcoDtrol. Tbey made tbe beet
of their raaourccci, and were not noisy
and quairelaouie over unavoidable
difficulties). It must be con fussed
that tbe war between tbe United
State and Spain, more tban any pre
vloua conflict In which thin country
engaged, baa been productive of talk
not to saty volubility, among officers
In the higher brancbea of tbe army
service. Though tbe war la over
their temper and discourse have by
no means Improved. Tbe most un
seemingly exhibition of all haa Just
taken place in full public view. The
Impression left la that something la

wrong in the upper ranks of the army
and that trouble la not confined to any
one individual. The language of
stinging mutual criticism and even of
rank personal abuse is a symptom of
disturbance much wider than could
be caused by one or two persons who
had lost their balance or good Judge
ment. When the ranking general of
the army and the highest officer in
the commissary department resort to
bitter Innuendo and furiously abusive
epithets it is time to call them to or
der, and by effective means- -

Much Is heard of the morale of an
army, Its mental state resting on
spirit of tea), confidence and unity,
An army wrangling at tbe top la not
in a satisfactory condition. A de-

moralising example In high places
affects all below and a remedy quick
ly become Imperative. Gen. Miles
accused Commissary General Eagan
of the ' pretense for an experiment,
and Gen. Eagan responds by applying
to his accuser unparliamentary hard
names made as profuse and offensive
as possible. All this tempest is rais
ed by the item of tinned beef, an arti
cie unknown In our pr vleus wars
and which In the civil war would
have been classed as a luxury. Gen
Miles says the beef was bad and
Eagan knew II; Eagan replies with an
avalanche of personal abuse. Tbe
conntry Is not ready to believe, with
out tbe amplest proof, that spoiled
rations were purposely sent to Cubs,

In tbe climate of Cuba beef except on

hoof, Is perishable. Gen. Miles, as
the ranking officer of . the army,
should have acted with the caution
of his exceptional place. And yet
the billingsgate of bis adversary Is
wholly inexcusable.

There have been ungarded and un
necessary remarks from other army
officers holding high command. In
the first place they exaggerate the
importance of their relations with the
public, which has no desire to listen
to stories of personal friction over the
details of ai my administration. That
some minor matters may give con
cern la to be expected. A stormy
and scandalous public quart el will
not mend them. The heads of army
departments wlio are ventilating
their tales of woe In the presence of
of all mankind are bringing discredit
upon the military service of tbe Unit
ed States. Just how this tendency to
talk too much and badly originated
is not clear. But it is certain that it
meets with general condemnation
and should be checked with dignity
and firmness. In all the recrimina
tion indulged In there is a taint of
personal dislikes and an effort to
make!jealous piques a matter of na
tiooal Interest. A bait should be
sharply called on tbe talking generals.

Globe Democrat.

La Grippe, Bsecesafslly Treated.

"I have Just recovered from the
second attack of la grippe this year,'
says Mr. Jas. A. Jones, publisher of
the Leader. Mexia, Texas, "In the
latter case I used Chamberlain's
Cough remedy, and I think with
considerable success, only being In

bed a little over two days sgalnst ten
for tbe fomer attack. Tbe second

attack I am satisfied would have
been equally as bad as the first but
for the nse of this remedy as I had to
go to bed In about six hours after
being struck with It, while In the
first case I was able to attend to busi-

ness about two days beforel getting
down.' " For sale by Tbe Delta
Drug store.

THI TRAIL OF THESERPEST.

The Daly scLool bill now before
the legislature is attracting as much
attention as any other measure. The
feature about which there is uncer-

tainty Is the part the American book
company Is taking In its writing.
In Portland public opinion la arous
ed to a high pitch. Borne idea of
the feeling toward the company may
be gathered from tbe following para
graphs which appeared in the editor
ial columns of tbe Oregon Ian of Dec.

30th, last under the head above
written :

A bill haa been prepared, to be
presented to tbe legislature, for tbe
pedal purpose of "regulating" tbe

public schools of Portland. No ooe
has yet been found who admits tbe
authorship of iL But tbe source of
Inspiration, If not of authorship, Is

apparent. Tbe double purpose of tbe

THE DISPATCHES

A Complete Rccicto of th
Xetcs of tho past Scocn

daijs.

POTATOES ARE HIGHER

Soda Springs at Sodatille are
to he 1 in proved in the

Sprint;.

ACl'I DENTALLY SHOT

J.' It. Sliepanl shipped ls.OOO pounds
tf Prunes last and received

4 t cts per pound.

A petition asking the legislature to
appropriate 1,000 for the impiove--

ment of Soda springs is in circulation
at Sodaville.

Mrs. J. It. (lalligan.of Hood River
is under the treatment of Portland
doctors lor blindness. Failure of her
eyesight dates from an attack of
measles 21 years ago.

A numtier of Salem lawyers have
remonstrated against the passage of
Adams' senate bill uliolishing one of
the circuit judgeships of the third
udicial district.

While T. H. Clark, a civil war
veteran who lives at Hood Kiver,
was reading the other evening bis
glass eye burst Into several fragments.
This Is Clark's fourth glass eye that
has burst. Mr. Clark lost the natural
eye in the war.

Ed Klrkpatrich, a 14 year-ol- d

Aumsville boy, pulled a shotgun out
of a buggy with the mu..le oiiiting
toward him. The gun expltslcd and

charge of small shot entered the
right arm near the elbow. The Isiy
will not loso the arm.

Oliver Adams was tried at Albany
the other day for disturbing a Salva-
tion Army meeting. It was sllegisl
that he had grinned, whispered
thrown a paper wad. The Jury ao--

liiitled him. It Is a mistake though
to let the boy go free. If the young-ste- r

acted rude of which there seems
to be no doubt it is doing hi in a
great wrong to let him escaisj. Next
time he will do worse.

J. It. Shopard, of Salem, has re
ceived returns covering a carload of
dried fruit he shipped esst. The car
included 1M,000 pounds of Italian

runes, for which he realized 4 cts,,
n'it for siz"s 40 to do, In bags, f. o. b.
cars. This is the lest sale reported
by any of the hipwrs of fruit. The
car also contained 2.sN) pounds of
dried Iloyal Ann cherries, which
brought tf cents ier pound, net, and
.VMM) pounds of dried apples, which
paid 7 cents per pound, net. The
Iruit wasshipl direct to merchants.

Salem dealers are shipping imiUIinps

n largo quantities, paying therefor
from 30 to 40 cents Hr bushel, tho
latter figure being for island stis k,
the ls-s- t grade produced in the val- -

y. For these potatoes a good mar- -

ki t is always found at San Francisco
and at other California isnnts, and
hroughout Arizona, for the reason
hat the quality of the Oregon pro- -

net is far susrir to anything
rown in California, smooth

on aivount of the sandy soil produc-
ing them.

Experiments in growing sugsr- -

Iss-t- s have been going on In this vic-

inity for the last three years, and it
is Iss n demons! rated that a loot ex- -

ptionally rich in saccharine matter
can Is? produced here, says an f Intario
paper. List season Superintendent
Dsnilsnn, of the the K. S. S D. rsneh,
made seven different shipments of
sugar lts to Corvallis for analysis,

ml none of them showed less tban
II per cent, tf saccharine, and some
went as high as IS per cent., and of

st cent, purity. That may Ian a
good showing for Ontario aw ay up on
Snake river but we can Is-a- t it here st
Ilillslsiro, where the analysis goes

oin H to 22 percent.

D. K. Smith, who has had charge
of the work at the Minnehaha Ditch

nnpany's ditch near Maxwell, wps

Pendleton the other dsy. Mr
Smith says the original canal con
structs by the Minnehaha ('omjinny
has t?en enlarged to a w idth of lo
feet on the Uittom. It Is seven miles
long and comes out of the Umatilla
river at the mouth tf Ilutt.-- r creek ,

and runs in a northerly direction to-

wards Maxwell station. Under the
canal are from 10,fKi to 20.0O0 acre)
of government land, which can he
irrigated by it. This land will be
very productive when brought under
water, and will raise almost anything
that can 19 raised In the temperate
tone. .
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Baking Powder
Made from pure
cream of tartar.

Safeguards the food
against alum

Alum baiting; powders arc tlx greatest
nicnacers to health of the present day.

nvM KMfiwa sowers ci . nfw inss.

Hie ( oinmiioii'i Culvutlar.

The CHlotulitrsi given by The Oim
panion in former yi'itr to all tsuh.

rilx'p Imve Ixi'ti reumrkaMo for
Ihfir ilt'liracy of dicin nnd rifhntt
of roloring. Uut the f'alaixlcr for
IS!)!I fnr Huriass any of thte. The
put'linticr have etKloavonil to wake
it the (inext inl 'Hilar of Hie century
anil rcailt-r- i of The Companion will
not bo disappointed in if. Those

ho HulsserilK! now will nwive not
only t he gift of the calendar hut al.no

all the hemes of XovemlaT and Deo

etnlier, from Uie time of nutiK riptioti
free. The new volume will lie the
ImwI The Companion h;n ever puli-lishe- d.

Among the conlrilmlionrt al
ready enirntfed are "The Little De
mons of war," by lion. John 1)

Lonv; "tlpiKirtunities for Younjj Kx- -

plorers" Hir Clenieiit.i Mark ham
Fine illustrated announcements and
sample copies will tie Kent to any one
addressino;

The Youth's Companion,
ill Columbus Ave. Dobton Mass

Tesla, acfordin"; to Popular Science
News, thinks a man lias just so many
hours) to lie awake, and the fewer of
these he ust s up each day the more

ditys will they hist. "I U lievt that
a man miht live two hundred years
if he would sleep most of the time,
That is why neriK-- s live to such an
advanced asje, Invause Hp y sleep so

much. The iroter way to eeouom
ize life is to sh-c- every moment thai
it is not necessary nr diralilo thai
you should be awake."

Is Your Kusincss Dull?

Then this is the time to improve
it. Don t wait until "gotnctlini).'
turns un." but turn it tin yourself.
Ke iiicinla-- r this the ptlip mj ol
advertising is to liritiK luisiticsa
The wise IniKinesa man will adver
tine as niueh if not more in dull
seasons us in busy seasons.

A irissl and il way
nl ailvertisiiiK is tlirouh the
llll.l.SIKIKO INUKI'KNDKST. Mietli
er you want to set out Bomethinjf
neat to semi Ihnnich the mails or
siinu'thi'iji cheap to throw around,
come and see us.

Itusli Work

Is a problem in niof t job offioes.
Not so with the llii.i.snouo

I'rintery. We have
a larire force of men nt work all
the time nnd can "rush" Job
for yon without nny trouble.

T m you want work done
quii kty pive the IIm lsboro In.
on fcMitNT Job Olliie a trial.

If You Wi re lie

Yes, if yon were the creditor
an. I saw the merchant sitting
1,1 ly in his shop aivnmiilatiiii!
more dust, cobwebs and

irissls than rash, you would
probably (eel like afkinc. Why
don't you

Wake Up

use the advertisina columns ol
the I lll.l.sllOKO 1IKPKNIIENT
and exchange ymir stis-- lor
legal tender? What ty yon

How to Prevent Pnenmon'a.

You ate perhaps aware that pneu-

monia always results from a cold or
from an attick nf Ih, grippe. During
the epi emie of In grippe a few years
ago w hen so many casn resultetl in
pneumonia, it was ohncrved thai the
attack was never followed by lhat
disease when ChamUTlain's Coutrh
lw'inedy we 4 u'd. It coun'racts
any teni'ency of a cold or la Rripj e

lo result in that dangerous disease.
It Is the best remiiiy in Hie world for
bail colds ami ' i gripie. Kvery tiot-li- e

warranted. For rile by Deltt
Dug store.

About tio.iH'O Amerii-a- troops are
In Cuba, the Phillippines and Porto
liico, Sims foolish persons may call
this iniierilism, but not one of our
soldiers abroad represents anything
but it plain national duty.

CABTOniA.

1CCISEIT&L HURT

KTes'uC tTRAIN.

is a pond friend in such
times of need ; it cures surely.

3 WHO g ETC. ETC.

f-- t
way to any emotion of sentiment at suon
a time, and I intently watchod the ao
tion of her whoio appearance to me was
as the coming of an angel.

1 lie Buecs ol Archie Hunter were so
high with tbo fort resting on the rounds
of tho up tilt, d chair that the hand of
tbe young woman was hidden for the
minute or two during which it was
busy. Then it was withdrawn with the
same noiseless stealth, and as it passed
through the air toward tbe window I
perceived that tbe pistol of the sleeping
Archie was grasped I y the fingers.

.The fact tlmt all this was permitted
was proof that Cy Walters was sleeping
heavily, ibo moment for my decisive
attempt had como.

Tho free band pushed upward against
tbe sash, which did not stop nntil
could go no farther. At the moment of
stoppage the frame gave out a slight
creak. My heart stood still, and
glanoed at Walters. Ho did not move
or open his eyes. The white hand si
leutly beckoned, and I started across the
floor toward the window.

My eyes were fixed upon the dimly
revealed figure, which slowly reached
out her white hand and drew it toward
her face as a gesture for me to advance.
Fortunately I was able to walk on tip--

J

3
i ' II . - f i 4ra--

- 1

My eyct were fixed upon the dimly rrecal- -

cujtijurc.
toe without my shoes giving out any
noise. Ten steps were necessary to take
mo from my chair to tbe window.
through which I could feci tbe oool
breath of the night stealing. It. was
blowing gently upon the side of the
sleeper, nnd with that propensity to no-

tice trifling incidents at tbo most crit
ical moments I saw in the dim light
long lock of hair at tho temple of Archie
Hunter gently move aud wondered
whether the refreshing touch of the air
would not recall his wandering senses.

My awful fear was that Cy Walters
would open bis eyes and, instantly de
tecting what was going on, shoot me
with lightningliko quickness before I
could spring out into tbo darkness.
Thrilled by this dread, I stopped at the
very edge of tho window aud looked
searchingly at him.

So far as I could jtidgo, he was sunk
in as profonnd a sleep as ever. My sur
vey was but a glance, when I turned
back aud reached forward to rest my
band on tbe sill preparatory to leaping
out As I did so I saw that my un
known friend had vanished.

CHAPTER VIIL
The young woman left a souvenir.

however, of her visit on tbo window sill
in the form of the revolver of Archie
Hunter. A single step, and I seized it

ith tbe feeling that in doing so I was
grasping life itself.

Inspired by its possession, I faced to
ward Cy Walters, ready to shoot him if
he mado a movement of body or limb.
The younger mau was beneath notice.
Tbe massive sentinel still flept.

Resting my free hand against the side
of the window frame, I thrust one foot
through tbe opening and with a cool-

ness and skill that surprised myself
leaped clear, lauding ou tho soft earth
outside, only a tew feet below tbe win-
dow sill. Ho far as I knew I made no
sound whatever other than the dull
thump of my shoes as they struck the
greensward, but a sound from tho room
behind me showed that it bad been
heard, and I scurried off in the gloom,
not pausing until I had run several rods
and knew I was beyond sight of any one
behind me.

The rear of the building opened upon
a plot of ground used for a garden, but
at tbe late season there was little grow-
ing to obstruct my progress, though my
feet made some noise in sweeping away
the vines that were tangled about my
ankles. It was at the opposite side of
this plot that I placed one hand on tbe
paling fence, leaped over arr: o.en turn-
ed about and looked back.

It must have been considerably past
midniRbt The only light burning in
tbe inn was within the room I had Just
left There was the window, with the
lower half open and tbe flood of yellow
lamplight behind it, and within the
glow loomed the gigantio figure of a
man in a slowh hat whose enormous
shoulders almost filled the same as he
leaned ontward and peered around In
the gloom, rifle in hand, searching for
his human target

"Yon re just too late, Cy," t mutter-
ed. "Youocght to have awakened
minute sooner if yon wished to see
lively times."

Tut if Cy Walters bad diserrverwl tbe
flicht nf bis prisoner while his jailers
llept he did not abandon the effort to
recapture bim. I saw the huge form
rrooch together and clamber bsavtly
but quickly through the window. Then,
being still me and the light,
the bead and shoulder wire seen sway-

ing grctrine!y shoot as he strode
through tbe par ien. and, ss if impelled
hy pervor fate, cne in a direct a
lire for tbe spot wbire 1 stood as if the
sun were h;ni'ig. It v. a a pood time
for me to mai a ch:ni: ef ban, but I

stood nr prouTirt
Dcnttb .s tbe r.miy r jrrience of Cy
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CHAPTER VIL
Who shall dofuribe the weird fancies

that torment a person in my situation?
Tho position of Cy Walters waa such
that his shadow, huo, grotesque and
misshapen, stietched from the side of
his chair to the opposita wall, where his
heud, still bcAriutf the slouch bat,
lisimed up like tho crest of some moun-
tain peak, while his inacsive figure, with
the legs crossed, did not stir. Whenever
I stole a glauoe at hiui I caught the
gleum of the keen eyes fixed upon nit
us if they would pierce me through.
Had I not removed my gazo 1 should
have bocomo fascinated like a bird be-

fore a rattlesnake.
Tho young mau by tbe window still

kept his eyes cloeod. Ilia face showed
jurt nlKivo his kuoes and was as calm as
a child's. It was easy for bim to feign
lerp, but I did not believe be was do-

ing so, since uo motive could be iiuag-iue- d

for such pretense.
I resolutely held my gaze away from

the terrible heurded face for fully IS
minutes, during which my own pre-
tense of nncoiifcioui-'iier- s continued.
Then I stole a glance at him and with
feelings that eaunot be imagined per-
ceived that bis eyes, too, were closed.

Thme was a strong probability that
tbe fellow was as wido awake as ever,
for it was easy to understand that he
wished to induce an attempt on ray
part to escape so as to gain the pretext
for winding up the business by shoot-
ing me. And yet in the tense condition
of my nerves I preferred he should do
so than for me to wait for the horrnis
of the morrow.

For tun minutos I did not remove my
scrutiny from Cy Walters' countenance,
aud during that time he was as a dead
man, but whether really asleep or not
could bo learned only by subjecting my
self to tbe tost of lifo or douth. I was
ready for it.

It will be perceived that for me to
escape, from my jailers I must cross the
noor to the window besulo tho young
man, raise the sash and climb or leap
out into the darkness. If that wero ac
complishod, I could run for it, but the
chances of doing all this without awak
ing either of the iiieu, especially the
elder, was one in a million. rvertbe
less I was resolved upon it.

With a preliminary cLineo around 1

noiselessly removed my feet from the
chair ou which they had been resting.
Hut for tbe heavy breathing which filled
the room tho silenoo was like that of
tbe tomb. Pausing only a moment, I
gathered mv muscles for the docisive
effort My intention was that if detect-
ed and challenged by either of the men
I would make a dash across tho room
and plunge through the sash, carrying
glass and framework with mo. When
tho quickness of both of my jailers is
considered, the madness of my scheme
will surprise every ono.

Had there been but a single, man I
would havo snatched his weapon and
got the drop on him. Whilo cool rea-
soning told mo I whs inviting my own
death I did not hesitate, and I was in
the act of rising to my feet whpn I was
struck almost dumb by an astounding
discovery.

Iot once during all those trying min
utes did tbo singlo star far away in tbe
horizon fail to lieara upon me. The sky
was cloudless, but without a moon. It
was instinct rather than reason that led
me to look for the twinkling orb at tbe
moment of rising from the chair. It
hail suddenly become invisible and Was
under an eclipse.

Something intruded in tho field of
vision and shut out its light. The ob
ject was outside tho window and had
come np from the ground. I saw the
outlines aud the reflection of a pair of
eyes. A person was crouching at the
ledgo and peering in at me, his coming
being as noiseless as that of a shadow
itself.

He might be a friend, and ho might
bo an enemy, but tbe probabilities were
in favor of tho former. First glancing
at the gtim Cy Walters, I waved my
hand in salutation to the stranger out-
side, aud he made a gesture by way of
reply, but in the gloom I could not
clearly make it out.

Whilo still puzzling over the matter
the window sash rlowlv rose for an
neh or two! The stranger must be a

friend or ho would not do that. The
stillness was profound, and the individ-
ual was workiugwith consummate can- -

ion and skill, for with my sense of
bearing keyed to the highest point and

bio to bear the rustling of a leaf it
was impossible to detect tbe slightest
noise.

Again tho sash began rising, the mo
tion continuing until it was at a height
of six inches, when it rested. My impa-
tience became intolerable. Why did not
my friend lift the sash high rnongh for
mo to mako my plunge beforo either of
mv enemies awoke? I was ready to
st.trt across the floor, but was restrained
by the belief that I would receive the
signal when it was safe to give it.

Aain the window frame began
climbing like the movement of a sloth,
but to my exasperation it halted before
reaching the niTossary height for me to
pass beneath. Then an arm was thrust
through the opi ning thus made and a
band exfend"d toward the sleeping
Archie Hunter. The hand was reaching
for the revolver in the loose grasp of
tbe sleeper, and it belonged not to a
man, but to a woman.

Thw baud and bare arm partly re-
vealed were such as were chiseled by
Phidias cr limned by Angelo. White,
symmetrical and delicatn, my admira-tio- u

was enchained even in that terri-
ble moment, aud, following up the

I saw the face and tb head with-
out any covering except tbe wealth of
black hair that clustered about the neck
and shoulders.

Tbe couufenauce of a hecate would
have appeared sweet under the cirrum-stanc- e,

but that which kk dimly re-
vealed to me In tbe partul r- lection of
the lamplight fairly bold me breathless.

Eat 1 should bar been fool to give

always
to torn
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