THE LADRONE ISLANDS OVRS

Ap Important side festure of the
wur was angounced Lo the dispatche
of July 4, which told of the eapture
of the Lawirone Islands by the United
Statis military expedition to the
Poilippines. S0 much new territory
s now in course of selgare by the
United States that the eapture of
these twenty islands—which would
have been the sensation of the day »
year ago—aroused elwost po  com-
ment,  The cruiser Charleston, se-
cording to the despatches, captured
Gunhng, on Jude 21, and took the

garrison of six officers and 54 wen (o] |

Maniin. The only dramatic elemen
of the caplure was its comicality, for
when our crulser fired on the Spanish
fortifieatiors, the commuanding officer
il we may bolieve the press reporis,
sent oul u sall bost to apoligize for
not returning the “salule” us he had
no powder!  After arresting the gur
rison, the American flag replaced
the Spanish snd s small force was
left to hold the islands. ‘The Ladrone
Islwndds, nbout twenty in number, are
sotne distance east of the Philippines
nodd Jhave s united arem of 1,204
square miles, They are said o be
mounteinous, well walered and
wooded aod fruitful o rice, muaine
cotton and Indigo,  The population
wits enlimated at 100,000 when the
Ilande were discovered by Magellan,
in 1521, but after the three hundred
nnd fifty years of the rule from which
they have lust passed the populution
is pow estimnted at les than 10,000,
The inhabilaisls rosedbois the Phllip.
pine Malays, The Islands are said o
be of considerable commercial impor-
tanee,

The Daily Journal, Biddleford Me,
takes the view that this eapture com
miits the United Btates to “imperial-
s,

“The news of the destruction of
Cervera's eet has overshadowed in
importance that of an event of great-
er  international  significance, the
tragsfer to the American flag of »
group of Spunish islands in the Paci-
fic Ocean, with & population of 60,
), The cruiser Charleston called
! Giunhan, the largest of the Ladrooe
islunds muking prisoners of the gov-
ernor-general, his  stafl and their
whole military force, and running
up the stars and stripes over the ruins
of Sania Cruz fort in the harbor,

“The Ladrope islands now belong
to the United States by right of con-
quest pure aud simple, Here there
are no insurgents and no controversy
us o notusl possession, A group of
Pavifle islands bas been seized by the
United States and ‘empire’ has be-
vome fact while statesmen are discos:
slug it as theory."

The Evening post, Chieago, thinks
that our gain io this incident is great.
er than Spain's loss;

“The report that the Charleston
patesedd do its course to add the Lad.
roae group 1o our prizes of war s
hardly n surprise to the American
public, It was known immediately
aller the sailing of the expedition
thut Captain Glass would improve
his opportunity to secare control of
the islands, owing to their value 10
us as n nuval base. Their commer.
einl importance is slight, and Spain
will not deplore thelr loss; but as «
coaling station and  port of call they
canuot full to prove of considerabie
uscfulness to a nation expecting rapid
development of its Pacifie commerey,
Ginshun (or Guam) is In the line of
iruflic belween our Pacifie ports and
the  Philippines, Hongkoog amd
Jupan.”

THE EXACT SITUATION

We find a Philsdelphin free-trade
newspaper affecting to mourn that we
are exporting more than we import,
swud insisting that such ioequality of
the two movements is unonatural and
therefore hurtful, This is the ancient
frevatiade doctrine, and  the existing
conditions permit us o precelve if it
b sound or not.  We are selling to
our forvign consumers more than we
are buying. The free-traders declure
that this stands for los to us; bui
how?  In the first place, we are thos=
puying our debts, Is debl payment
loss? In the second place, we are
making a proflt of one kimd or an-
other upon our indusiry. No ele
ment of loss can appear in that kind
of u trunsaction,  Furthermore, visi-
bly and incontestibly we are increas
ing our share of the world's gold,
whilch menns that we nre storing up
our past labor, our profits, our
power (o command the world's
weslth, In whal  manner  doss
any element  of  sacrifice  appear
there?  The exact sltuation s that
wo export our surplus  product, over
Al above our own  requirements
Wiitle vogaged in doing this, we buy
from forvigners less than we used to
buy, beeause we have iearned how
make in our own wills wmany of L
urticles which we onve look in pay
ment for this surplus,  Thus the lor
elgner s compelled to pay the mon.
ay, instead of paying with stuff on
which he could make a profit. There-
fore, w8 a maller of fet, we have two
profits where formerly we had bLu
one, and ae cmploy our labor, oo
supae domestie materials, and enguge
our own capitul,  Reason apart, con
mon instinel tenches us that we ure
the guiners with the balance o trd
“in var favor,” as the phrase is
There i not s man  in the country,
eugnged in nctive business, who d ws
not Konow that the real sdvaotage,
under such conditions, s with us
“Pextile Reeord.”

THE FIGHTING VALUE OF BATTLE-
SHIPS,

“In the result of this sudden and
unexpeeted naval sncounter, with Its
Impressive sum-total of destraction,
ihe supreme value  of the heasily
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armed and armored battle-ship hax
weny sirikingly demoostrated.  The
warships 10 Qervera's squndron were
of the latest pud most approved eou
druetion, snd ooc—the Uristoon:
Colon, formerly the Gloseppe G
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nine Inches of steel on the
twelve Inches around the

towers, and eight Inches surrounding
he smmuanitlon tates and  ags
enes. Yol this measur of apparen

¢ A ple protection wvailed pothing
suminst the trewend s balterles ol
T Orvegron s ber two ail=ter ship
bt Eodiana and Massachusetts ()
1l the scarcely lighter armasment o
the lowa wnd the Texus, The rapi-
dity with which the armored Span
sk sqquadron wes destroyest by Uiy
five vessels viadlontes anew the priv.
vipnl 20 loog insisted upon by our
naval constructaors, that warships of
he Hrst class winst carry the largest
i ble guns, even al the saeridor of
=oume degree of spesd, The govern

ments of the world have long  heen
wondering what the wodern battie
ship wus rially worth, They haw
ithelr answer ut lengih in the swifi
wnd tragle  destruetion  of Cervera's
squadron,” — 'he Becoord, Philadel

phia,
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The ofcind statlstios prove that the |
valueof the oxports from the Unitisd
States during the present fsol year |
will  awerage £33 TN M)
every duy during the flseal year, in
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-l‘ll) twilve muhlhn Ao jt wes dwinge
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Two generations have lesrngd by
eadt (Ve e poem on ~*The Burial
of Sir Johy Moore,” It truth as
sketeh i= emphasizgd by
the scene at the burial of Sorgeon
Giibbs snd  his three comrades gl
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When we hened the distant and
dotn gun

That the foe was suddenly firing,
the repetition of history is striki
though the situation in the Cuab
incldent is far more eritical and th
ling than in Chaplain Wolle's poe
It was the same national “foe" whe
“sudden firing" had slain four bra
American marines, wod threaten
ugnin the lives of the men who b
ed them,

By the new graves on the hillsi
near the camp of the marines,
troop of several hundred stood w
uncovered  heads  while  Chapl
Jones of the warship Texus began
serviee for the deand,

He hud searcely  pronouncsd
words ) am the Resurrection o
the Life," when a volley from o
1y of concenled Spaniards on s vl
borlog ridge startled them \uu“
bhall of seattering bullots,  Most
the murines retired to their trene ,18 hes

writ-
but # lew remained with the qu g
th Gen,
pid chaplain,

Falling flat in the grass, llll their
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moment forget the solemn ceremony. | to war with tales of his own youtli-
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