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PRISON LIFE IN TEXAS.

Capture, Imprisonment an

d Becape of J. N. Howard,

“E" 32 lewa Volunteers.

CHAPTER IX,

We recelved & puss to the soldiers'
howme. That Insared us board and
lodging but we thought rather hard
of them for not letting us have cloth-
lng as we did not like to be seén in
sl u plight, It was pear five

“iinock woen we arrived 8t the "z

diers' home, We went in and were
ihout 1o show oar passes when & sol
dier cume in st the door, [ saw on
tois cap rim the number of the bat-
tery 1o which he belonged, 1 nsked
uiw if be belonged ,to (the Dubuque
Lattery. He answered in the affir
mative, Ithen ssked him IF that
commuod was stationed at that place
Mo smidd (1 was,  With this informa
tlon J wos well pleased, as there were
w great many bhoys ln that battery 1
wid  well acqualoted with, and |
kuew it I saw them 1 could hear
from  home - could hear from my
futher and mother, brothers and sis
ters, It had been fifteen months
sinee | had heard from any of my
frivnds,

You may imsgine my anxiety to
s the boys onee more, &s 1 was al-
ways a great home boy und thought
u great deal of my friends, although
i oall my wonderings snd  travels
sinee 1 had left home | had oot al-
lowed myselt to bicome bomesick, |
for 1 had noticed that ol that had |
brooded over their homes and be-
e homesick had nearly all died,

I found out where the baltery was
statloned, It was one mile wway,
quite n wulk but 1 started to find
them. It was nearly might when |
coe to thelr camp. 1 met une of
the battery boys a short distance from
the bareack and asked him 7 Wilk
inm Bisbee waus there. Ho sid he
wik, | psked him i he would please
tell him to come this way as 1 would
like tosee him, He went to hont
him up while I took u sent on the
wood pile, Ina very short time |
siw them coming and as they turned
the corner of the barrmck 1 beard
Hishen sy:

S“What rebel is that, thut wants 1o
wee et

As he came ap [ said:
you, Wins'

“You have the advantage ol me,"
he sald.

He did not recognize me for some
time, but when be found out who 1
wiis he seemed more surprised than
ever, e spoke my name quite
lond, (My appearance on the wood
pile had sttracked the attention of a
number of the batterry boys who
were looking on.)  When they heard
my name they gathered nroumd me
and if 1 got a shakiog up it was then
us there were 30 muny of them from
my immediste neighborhood. 1
will not try to descrlbe my feelings
At this time, but suflice it to say that
1 was more than happy and slmost
beside mysell.  The boys wanted to
know how I happened there, | then
gave them a short speech or (o other
words, & short account of my escape,
Their sympathies were very greal.
They could not do  enough for ne,
They gave me some clothing and in
a short time | was dressed io the blue
once more. After the excltement
was over 1 asked about my futher
though 1 was afrald to ssk about him
for fear 1 would hear of his or sowe
one of the family’s death, but |
found that they were all well & short
time before, but had moved o Neb
raska. 1 then inguired of Disbee all
nbout his folks as [ had wade up my
mund to make his sister my wife il
lived to get home, and all the while
I was in the army I thought of her
us the girl 1 left behind me.

We tulked natil o late hour when
we luyed down for the night, but it
wis impossible to sleep, 1 was s
exelted and things so changed snd iv
tnet | almost felt that | was in heav
en, although the streets of Little
Rock were not paved with gold, but
the thought that 1 was out of the
remch of the hoartles foe and was
free with no thaoks to the Southern
confoderscy  was almost overpower
ing, It nearly  daylight
when [ fell asleep
dram, 1 was up to look at the beau-
tiew of nature; it seemed all was hap-
py. 1 s=aw the boys in bloe il in
line at roll call and answer (o theb
names just ns 1 had so often done,

1 stayedd with the battery boys an
Uil tem o'cliwk when |
good-bye and went to join Packard
atl the soldiors' home, 1 lound him
alright and he had had his likeness
taken in the same old clothes that he
had made his eseape in,
of my readers want 1o see it, just call
at my house, for [ keep itas a souv-
otmir.
were in style once more,

W asked the prove-marshall what
he would do with us.  He said that
we could go home or go to our regl

“how are

Wiks

ment, just ne we pleased, as our time

would be out in a few weeks, Afer
thinking the matier over we muade
up our minds to go home, slthough
we hid & disire to e our old regi-
ment onece more s we had been o=
gether ® long and had become at

At the tap of the |
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and if aoy |

We drew some clothing and |

Before closing | must say some-
thing about Mr. Jewett, our old
friend and comrade and I will give
a short account of his adveotures af-

1 ter our separation as he told them to
| me afterward. We learned that he
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| or three days before our arrival, as
| he was not detalned ou the road as

|long s we pwere. He struck our
lines at Fourt Smilh, he ran down o
Ldttle JRock thenoe to New Urleans,
I knew nothing more aboul bim for
five yeurs when [ mel him at a sol
diers’ reunion st Des Molues, lows,
I was more than glad 1o see him and
had the pleasure of seeing his family
us they were all at the reunion. He
there guve me an sccount of his ad-
venlares after ourseparation. 1 wiil
here give it In his own wonls s near
as [ ean. Ongoing to the house and
inguiring for Mr. Whistle, n rebel
| suidier (hat chaneed 10 00 There said:

“I know where he lives (and am
guing in sight of his house and will
show you the way."”

1 thought that if | recognized you
e might suspeel something,
thought it best to pass right on and
then return to you a4 we had agreed,
0l went on to Mr. Whistle’s and
| found that be was « uolon mun snd
nl. home, but he sald: I canoot
help you any, only o give you your
dinner and direct you on your way,
as there is & woman visiting here 1o
day and she is & rank rebel.”  (Now
[ knew the resson that they did not
report us to rebel command at Para-
clifta.y I ate my dinner and started
to roturn to you but got astray oo
another rond, When discovering
my mistake, I returned to the forks
of the road and took the right one,
I returned to where | had left vou
gl ran around in the brush, calling
you, When mssured that you had
gone, ifit would have done any good
[ could have sat down and crisd,
(ioing back to the house where | had
found the rebel soldier, I stopped
over nightand the next worning |1
struck out for Little Rock, alone. In
my wanderings 1 got on the road to
| Fort Smith; was captured by the
guerrillas, and condemped to be hung
without judge or jury. In this ex-
tremity the lieutenant of the band
took me to one side and usked me
what our government would do with
thew if they should go in and glve
themselues up and tnke the onth of
allegiance. I replied they would not
doanything, *“You might go to
your home and be all right.”

“If 1 could believe that, 1 would
be tempted to go in with yow," he
sald,

1 plead for dear life—used all the
arts of persuasion of which I was cap-
able and finally convineed him to the
exient that he censented 1o goin with
me and take the oath of alleglance.
On making the proposal o his men
they would not consent and insisted
on hanging me at once.  The lieu-
tenaul expostulated with them, buat
fnding they were determined to
hang me, and arguments useless, he
drew his revolver and said . “the first
man that lays a hand on him will
get a bullet through him." The meo
then gave it up. He gave me a
horse to ride and we sturted for Ft.
Smith., On arriving In sight of our
plokets, the guerrilln’s heart tailed
hiwa and he said that he did not dare
togo in, 1 found thnt all arnguments
with him were useless.  The lieuten-
ant said : “my mother lives at It
Smith inside the lines, you go to her;
give her the horse, und tell her that
[ am alright, is all 1 ask of you."
So we separated, the rebel going back
to his companions and 1 toward the
fort, On arriving in sight of our
plekets I was challenged, and not e
ing able to give the countersign, 1
wis tnken to the guard house fur the
night.  Not a sery agreeable recep
tion after such an experience as mine

The next morniog [ asked 1o be 1a
ken tothe commanding officer and
convineing bhim of my identity | was
| released from custody, and went on
my way rejolcing.

Coming back o our trip up the
| river, there are a few incidents which
| may properly be reluted. We me
to Columbus, Kentuceky, the pisce
where we had spent the winter be-
fore golog on the Hed river expesdi
tion., Our stenmer Janded ot the
wharf, and | wanted to take a stroll
over the town once more; 1 could not
| sinew we were only there a lew min-
utes but we could see Lhe barmeks on
the hiil that we had moade. From
| there we went to Calro, 1L It was
nearly night when we got there and
A% wo were out of provisions we were
| compelled (o stop and get trausports-
Ltion 1o St Louls, We stayed there
over night and the next morning we
jwent 1w the provomarshall's office

and asked for transportation.  The
marshall told us that he could not
grant us transportation as he had no
authority to send anyone (o the
porth. We had but little to sy to
him but he waid that he would have
| to send us to the regiment, We left

l

s0 1

tached to each other like brothers, | him in & hurry, as there was danger
but as the reglment was stationed at | of us beiog put in the guard house.
Montgomery, Als., at that time, it We went from (here to the landiog
was too far away, and our anxiety and found a boat just ready to start
so greal for howe we were not long for 8t Louls. We went on board
in makiog up our minds o start for and went to the eaptain and told him
the north. At twelve o'clock lhmiou situstion. He wanted o know
was & train that started for Deballs | If we had any money. We told him
Bluf on While river so we procured | we had (wo dollars, he sald “give itto
transportation and made resdy 10 | meand you can go to St Louls"
gtart on that train, We were all right with bim but was
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short of rations. The bost shoved of |
aud we were onoe mOore on our way.
That afternoon Packard stopped at |
Cape Glrardesu, where he had some |
friends that he wished to see. 1 was
now alone, s far a8 aoquaintances
were conoerped.  The next halt ml
at 8¢, Louls. 1 must go back a little |
with my story. |
Afer staying over night at the sol-
diu.bnuehcmdcndlmtnk-|
ing & stroll down town, when imag-
ine our surprise 10 come face 1o face |
with one of our old comrades whom
we had left in prison. We accosted
him thas: “why, halloo, how in the
world did you get here?’ He wus

thought we were dead, as they hud |
henrd nothing from us, since our e5-
cape, “Well, sir;" sald be, “wo|
have been paroled and the boys went |
up the river last night, bound for St |
Louls,” ©Onarriviog st St. Loals, 1
found that my prison comrudes had |
tuken up their quarters at Benton |
barracks, | started ut once to join |
them. [ wis very anxlous o meet
with them once more and take them |
by the hand, [ koew that my sud- |
den appearance umong them would
be quite a surprise for they had heard
nothing of me sines [ made that haz-
ardous leap over the stockade, It
was (eining aod very muddy but i
had oo money to pay my fare on
street car 50 I was compelled to walk. |
[ think it was four miles from the
landing to the barricks but [ made it l
in & short time. When | arriv-d
there, the boys happened to be in lhe |
turracks.  As | entered the door one
of them spoke my name, when they
lemped out of their bunks and made |
a geoeral rush for me and one  fellow |
jumped asteide my neck and the rest |
gathered around with exdamations |
of surprise,

that they thought [ was desd and|
hiad written bome to their friends to
thateffect, 1| remaind there three
days walting for orders. While there
we recel ved money (o the amount of
what our rutions would have cost the
government while we were in tle
prison. We then started for Daven- |
port, lowa, to be discharged, |
On the way up the river we larded
al Quinesy, [, George Williams |
one of the comrades whose pame
[ have niready mentioned, proposed l
thit hee nnd | should take the train |
from there, ns he had a sister that he |
wished to visit who lived on the Bur
lington and Chicago roand in a small
town ([have forgoten the name) to
which I gladly consented, We ar-
rived at his sisters at about twelve
oclock that pight. Here occured o
very effecting soene, as his sister had
supposed him dead ever since his cap-
ture. We rang the bell. She said
“wholis there”. He at once =ald,
“Gieorge.” She knew his volee but
did not speak but opeoed the door
and fell in his arms and wailed out
“oh George, | never expected to see
you again, I thought you was dead."’
We remamed there taat night and in
the morning the word went out over
town that George had returned and
his vld friends and sweetheart come
to see him, About noon we ook the
traln for Davenport and arrived there
that evening; we then learned that it
would be ten days before we could
get our discharge. We were allowed
a furlough and went to our old home,
i miles west of Cedar Falls on  Bea-
ver Creek In Butler county, lowa.
My father's farm wus one mille west
of a little town ealied Arlington.
As leame to the top of a hill,
konown as the Clayton hill 1 could see
all over the surrounding country—
could see all the inhabitants of the
town also my futhers farm and
dwelling, although | knew that my
fiuther had moved away but the old
howe where 1 had spent many hap-
py hours, was still there, It seemed
the dearest spot on earth to me. My
Unele Robert Armstrong, was living
on the old place at that time, As 1
aame to the outskirts of the town, 1
first approached the home of my or-
derly sergeant, Samuel German, by
name, who had beea di scharged for
disability. [ walked u p to the door
and asked s My German in?"  His
wife told me that he had gone to one
of the neighbors, but would be back
soon, Mrs German did not recognize
me, although 1 had been  acquainted
with her for several years, bat her
sister, Mrs. Kerns, was there and she
knew me and spoke my name, Then
they both semed very gind to see
me and gave me a very cordial wel- |
cume.  They then told me that Sat-
tie had been there all day and had
lust gone home, This was the girl |
“left behind me.”  Mr. German then
came in,  He did not at first know
me and his wife asked “do you know
this gentleman®™' He gave mea
quick searching glance and safd “gad
old boy, give us s shake of your
paw." Wt and visited antil after
supper, when [ took leave of my
friends and went to my oncle’s, on
the old homestead, where 1 found
my uncleand family, who had al-
ways thought of me as one of thelr
family. 1 stayed with my friends
until Tuesday. On Monday morn-
ing I sent word to Mr, Bisbhee that |
would be at his house next afternoon.
According to arrangements 1 went 1o
st Mr. Risbee, (or his girl rather). 1
visited with the family until bed-
time, After the family had retired
[ st with Sattie and there told her
what had been in my mind ever
since T had besn in the army. The
result was that on the following Tues
day the ith of July we were marriad.
The next Sunday I left my wife
and started back to Daveaport to be |
di=charged.  Peom there [ started 1o
Nebraska 1o hunt my father. 1 took |
a stenmer for Equawka [lls. as 1 had
many relatives at that place which 1

wished to visit, .
[0 WE CONTINUED, |
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