PRISON LIFE IN TEXAS.

Capture, Imprisonment and Escape of J. N. Horward,
“E"” 82 lowa Volunteers.
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CHAFPTER 111

We now begnn to look around for |

o poid opportunity (o make our es-
cnpee ws we did not like the fare, s
we organized g company o make 8
tunnel beeause this seemed the sajest
wiy. The tunpel wis commenced
in the night und inside of a shanty,
Weo commenced by digging a hole
uhout three feet deep and carrying
the dirt to a hole where a well had |
been dug.  There were also other |
places or holes where dirt had been
tuken out for the purpose of daubing
ing shantles.  These furnished good
dumping places for earth taken from
our tunnel,  From this hole in the
enbin the tunae] wasstariod toward
the stockade, which was 10 rods
awny, It wasdog 10 feet the Hesi
night, one man workiog st a thme
with u butcher koife and  half of
canteen, o placed the dirt in s
wack. A man just bebind took it and
passidl Lo anether who in turn haod-
el [t toa thied, Thus from man o
man 1t went 1l it was out of the hole
It waan tisdious job but was complet-
ol in three weeks,  We went to open
it the night following its completion,
but o Judas in the company  diseoy-
ered the mines o our guerds.  He
could not withatand the templation
1o profit by betraying his eomends is
there wis wn Inducement for uny one
who would report ntlempls 1o escipe;
they would give a - parols  of  homor,
They would benllowed 1o stay onthe
ottslde and to pass aroand  camp )
ledsure, the guard came in and caused
the hole to e Blled up, Then we
comnenced another way by which
menns there wis severnl of the boys
escupd, 1t was accomplished In this
way —there was n cart  that ws ol
lowedd o be kept for the purpose of
hinuling dirt wodd rabbish out of crmp.
In this cart two men could Iny l.lu\lfll!
aidde by side then the dirt would  he |
thrown on them untll they wers
completely — covered  up  then|
taken out side and dumped  with the |
rost of the rubbish. In this way 1]
wits going to try to get out, there |
wis two of them went out and 1 was
golng the next load but they were |
detected and  brought  back and |
placed in the guard house, so you see
1 fallesl It seemed that | was
doomed to stny  there—1  failed in |
every ultempt, By this time my
money was ull gone and | had (o re
aort o some mesns tomake a living
o we bought some cow horns and
wenl to work making combs and
tooth picks, These things we would
trade for anything that we could eat.
Sometimes we woulld work all day
making a comb and trade it off at
night for w sweet potato or & pint of

meal.
I was very anxioos o send a let-

ter to my futher, 1 konew he would
bo very anxioas about me, no chunee
offered for several months, but Anally
there were some chaplaios. who had
boen eaptured and were senl home.
With one of these chaplains I sent o
letter to my cousin who lived in Il
linois, as I didn’t know where my
father was for he had moved to Ne
braskn, I knew that my cousin
know where ho was,  This letter was
written on a plece of very coarse
brown paper. 1 had no pencll so 1
hadl to make me a pen oul of a stick.
I mnde some ok from maple bark
by boiling it in water. ‘Uhis letter
wis i curiosity to my friends and was
reil by all the neighbors, then sent
o my father,  Until this time oy
father thought 1 was killal in bat
1o as it was 50 reported in the papers
About this time there was o great ex
citement jn the rebel camp  beeaus
Price was about to start on his last
rinid to the Mississippi river.  They
took all the troops awny  from  the
prison that they could spare.

When all was properly  organised
they started off with  the idea ths
they were going to deive all the blue
conts out of the country West of the
Mississippi river, but they failed 1o
nevomplish the work that they ex
pectind to do and  they had pothing
to sy when they returned, we Joshed
then in n way Lhey didu’t like, Ow
boys would frequently feel in a mood
to sing patriotic song« to them, this
they dido’t lke. We were always
too mueh for them ina contest of ban
ter and ridicule,

Another time they were solid out
very badly.  There wis n pilot of one
of our vessels who was captursd with
us. he hiud  his little boy with him
wied there was o Tith e rebwel who was

escape and was caught. For punish.
ment they were tied by the thumbs
to the lireb of & tree so that Lhelr toes
barely touched, for an hour, then
were turned back in the prison with
the rest of us. Time pased on in
this way untll tho first of November,
when there was unother exchange to
be mmde, As before stated, I was
greatly disippointed, and was des
tined to remaln where [ was, no tell
Ing how long, but the first lowa boys
were exchapged and marched out of
camp, bidding us good-byé, They
left me with a hesvy heart, in fact |
really felt homesick, us It was the
tirst time that 1 had ever been under
guard, but here I was with the
enemy all around me with londed
guos snd holding me fasl.

After those prisoners were gone we
were allowed 10 go out side under
guard and cut timbers to make win-
ter quarters, now we had to do this
work for curselves, Afer the tim-
ber was cut we were furnished a tesm
and wagon to haul it. We wenl to
wirk giud bull tie sianlies, voverad
them with clapboards, made a fire
place in it and made it a5 comforts
ble ws posible,  There were 8§ of us
living together.

By this time our clothing had
worn ont_in faol we ecopld_berdly
kKeep our garments together,  Many
ok thelr hats to mend the seat o
their pants, The tail of the eoat
would be tuken to patch their pants
but finully our government senl us
somie hlankets and other clothing a
great plenty but of course they hwl
t pass through the hands of ihe
rehels befors they came in our hands,
I'he result wis the rebs got the most,
Mhe next morning after  the clothiog
came the rebel guard came ot with
splendid U, 8. clothing on with U, 8,
blunkets weapt around them for the
poor fellows had no overcoat fo Keep
them warm., Well time pas-ed
about the same,  We kept  ourselves
busy muking combs, tooth pleks and
rings us this was all we could do to
keep from starviog, material for
making these things was scarce and
hard 1o get.  The backs of gutlaper-
cha combs were very valuable as we
worked them up into finger rings and
there waun & cang of the same mater-
inl that was made into rings and
brought 75,

The first of February there was a
call for cooks and walters on the sick
boys st the hospital, The doctor in
attendance belonged to my regiment
and #s he was n friend of mine he
called on me, 1 told him that ]
vould not bare to see the boys suffer
and die #s they did there. He sug-
gested that I might cook for them.
| mecepted this offer, aud went out to
the hospital,  There 1 fared better as
[ could go some distance from the
camp to gather greens for the sick.
OF course | was out on paroll of honor
or 1 should have improved the oppor-
tunity and started for God's eountry,
[ would gather a snck of greens, go
back to camp and boil them with »
very small allowance of pork. This
with a small piece of corn bread
wits i dainty dish for thesick, Now
my readera [ would like to picture
the terrible suffering of this place. |
still look back to it with horror,
There were men that, but i short
time before, were strong who bid fair
to see their four score years were now
u wilking skeleton, I could span
their thigh with my band and still
they were walking around, in fact
these wen looked more llke monkeys
than human beings.

The moaning of the sick and dying
wus constunt duy wnd  night, 1
know 1 fail in my attempt to describe
the sulfering of those sick and starved
prisoners.  The sttendanis on the
sick lived inshanties some distanee
from the hospitsl.  In one of (hose
shanties lived some of the Gth Kan-
st | saw one of these boys suffer-
ing with sore eyes—Iit secmed that
he was entirely  blind, but s sore
eyes were so common | thooght
nothing of it, but fn a short time |
wis altacked with sore eyes. | com
menced to dodtor them with such
remedies g we had st band but all
I did gnve no relief. 1 had nothing
to doctor them with but flax seed for
poltices,  Finally the flax seed gave
out i there was no more o be had,
In this strmit 1 had to resort to other
remedivs wnd T made w poultice of the
bark of & buswood root. This 1 ap-
p'lﬁl oy eyes jusl Il h‘)'inn
down st night. 1 found my eyes
got easy and 1 fell asleep und alept
all night, something | had pot done
fur a week, in fact they were so  bad
that I eould not bear the light to
shive on them.  The next morning
the ioflammation subsided so much
that 1 conlidsee without pain. 1 still
Kepton useing the basswod poul-
ticw until the iuflammpti n scemed on
tirely gone. Yot they were in a bad

assist when he was shot in the neck.
The poor fellow suffered untold agony
and nearly died, I dld not think he
could live but he was with me now
in the prison.  To get him howe to his
friends was my pleasure as well as
desira, It had been rumored that
there was 10 be an exchange of pris-
oners to take place soon and we were
in great hopes that our time of stay-
ing there was nearly at an end. Well
the paroling officers came  Lhat
evening which fact wis nolsed around
in the prison. This news was (oo
gond to eredit but we took cournge,
so much so that we hardly slept that
night. In the morning we soon
fond oul el There was only two
hutdred 1o be paroled and who
itwas we d oot know hut zo0on
funnd that it was those that had been
there lougest, Some of them had
been there for more than a year, the
pavar felloaws 4 -\
hey could not  bolleve that they
waould be exchanged sipce they had
been promised this before and were
tuken to Ied river & distanee of one
hundred miles, where they expected
o meet our borts to take them home,
(itent was thelr sorrow when they
found no boats there the exchange
had played out and they must go
haek to the prison,

It wis in the winter, some of them
were bure-footed,  Their foeet were
very sore and bleeding., These boys
telonged 1o the 18 lown—un grand
old regiment and 1 was more than
gludl 1o see them go but 1 was des-
tined to remuin there still, no telling
how long.  There were two of these
oys who were stnying with the first
lown ealvery of whom I have spok-
on before, ns they were worthy of
mention although I was not acquaint-
ol with them but had wiked 1o one
of them two or three times,

After this exchange took place,
John Dod eame to my  quarters and
told me that he would like to  have
me go und live in the shanty with
them ns two of the boys had gone and
that 1 could bring one of the best
boys we had o the company with
we, | thanked him and said that 1
wonld speak to the rest of the boys
about it. 1 thought 1 would go and
let him know that evening but not
then as Ldid not want to abruptly
leave my own comrads and go off
with strangers but when 1 spoke 1o
them about it they all told me to go
that they would like the chance of
getting out of the storm themsel ves
and for me to go, 1 ound them

falele lospedd for

very sgrecable company,

Sickness became very bad in camp
~I weant every day lo see the boys,
tme day I found George Williams,
one of my company very poorly, he
hadd been sick for severnl days and |1
was unensy wbout him, The next
morniog | saw him watking down
to meet me. As he approached 1
sid “how do you feel this morning?”
“T fewl very poorly but 1 believe if 1
hidd some wheat bread 1 would get
well,"" | though “poor bay you wou't
Inst long™ 1 trisdd to hide my feelings
but coundn’t, the boy turned around
and walked off towards his quarters,
[ thought then of some browd or a
Kind of erackers that 1 had prepared
incase | should make my escape
which 1 was continually trying to do.
I called him back wnd gave him
those crekers.  He took them with
bhim. The next morning he came
back., 1 said, “how are you this
morning “Well, 1 feel better; |
think 1 will get well, but if it had
nol been for your kindness In giving
me the crickers, | should have disd, "
He got well and went home to his
friemds. 1 saved many others in Uhe
same way. The boys all knew who
o come to o time of trouble, |
will describe another net of crueity.
I had been 10 hear a sermon prenched
by one ol the prisoners.  Alter meel
Ing wis over, | went to «e some «f
the boys.  Sitting on the groand, we
tlked for an hour.  Thers wore
three of us together, We had om
hnds Jocked over our knees while
tulking. The gaurd deew up his gun
il shot Mr. Shoomuker threw the
hand  and knee, the ball  passing
threw the bowels,  The poor bey fell
o the ground, then trisd 1o rise, but
fell baek and wallowesd o his Blood
hog doss when he i« stuck,
endaring wll the agony immaginable,
He livesl two hours pod disl,. While
he was suffering in thi= way the
offieer in command rode his horse

i

as 0

of the <ame The Hule rebael
soent a challange to onr little pilot to
Mght,  The father wius sonsultedd in
regand 1o the matter and  his reply
wis that if the boy coald have n fair
chance he might fight the rebel ‘
This the guard said bhe could have so
the rebel formed & ring on the out

Mg

alde, e prisoners  did  the
e, on the inside the 1-')'5‘
took  their =tation In the gete

wuy ond commenced thelr work, |
Th!‘}‘ atoux] square to one another for
some Lime =iriking like men but |
they got tired of that and clinched,
After wrestling n while our Tittle man
threw his antagonist  aml  pounded
hims until he was satisfied. | never
before hesrd such yelling and  cheer-
ing or saw such throwing of hats in
the air over so small & thing, the|
guands walked wway with nothing to

-y,
About this time all the prisooers

that were wounded al Plemsant hill
were brought in and swelled our
nutnber o H

was Mr. Lrwin, the man I tried 19 pereon who  trisd to

Lout any time and shot for retaliation,

Among (he rest A creat penalty was sttached to

throtgh the crowd of prisoners that
b collected together, swinging his
revalver.  He rode ap to thedying
man wnd corsed him for disobweying
orders, which was n lulsehood as he
had broken po regulation,  He was an
honest strnight forward man and a
good Christian, being & member of
the Baptist enureh.  The guare thal
shot him mude this remark: 1 will
get o furlongh for that,” and he was
tmmedistely tmken off duty and was
pever sen there again, =0 you e
our lyes were In jeporady all the
time as we were linble (o e taken

conditiwon,  When I found that this
remedy had done so much  good for
me L happensd o think of the blind
boy living with the sixth Kanss.
I went tr the shanty which was some
distance off. 1 found him  thers all
alone, the other boys having gone
out. 1 sald good morning to him he
tried to look up but sould not see as
he was entlirely biind bat he turned
his hend toward me and said | good
morning. [ said, “I se¢ you have
wmore eyes.”  He made answer: ]
have, very bad eyes,” | told him |
had =ore eyes but they were better
now. I then asked him what reme-
dies he bad been uscing, 1 found
he had been useing the sune reme
dies that | had except the basswond,
I then told him what [ had done,
and also promised to get him a poul-

About thi= time some of the boys
wore being guarded out alter wood,
While out one of the guards drew
his gun, and shot one of the boys
down witheul any excuse whalever
only that they would always get a
furlough and be allowed 1o go home, |
Right here 1 make mention of two
boys that had made their escape, bat
were recnplured and brought back,

and fixed It ready to apply.
seemed very grateful to me for

Interest I had taken in him.
Ever since I had been a prisoner |
bind been trying to devisejsome plan

make his

to make my escape. [ had lwenl
there now dver one year and still no
prospeet  of ever gelting away.
While thinking thus one of my com-
rads Packard by pame came out of
the prison with a sick mau to the
hospital. Packard told me that he
had found & Unlon man that was on
guard who had been pressed iuto)
the rebel service and he would let|
him out if he would risk the other |
guard. Packard told him he would |
think of it during the day and If he|
made up his mind to go he would go |
at ten o'clock that right, He tokl
me of his prospects of getting out.
Jewitt, another comrade, and myself|
proffered to go with him, although |
we koew that it was a basardous
gndertaking. Wemade up our mind I
to “get out of that place or die in the

attempt.”
To OE (OGRTINTTED,

Washday has terrors for the Swed.
fsh servant girl And no wonder,
for in the land of the midnight sun
washday is almost as Lmportant as
moving day is in this country. It
never comes but onoe s month there,
30 the newly mrrived servanf, re
membering how much work it is to
wash clothes in Sweden, s dismay-
ed whep sho is told thet evary. Mon
day is washday. [t even is asserted
that rumors of this reach Bweden
and keep girls from comiog to this
country. They cannot grasp the idea
that stationary tubs, washing ma
chines and wringers work miraocles
on washday, says the New York
Press,

It in a diffioult and intricate under.
taking to have your washing done
in Bwoden. That is why well to do
people have washday once a month
and poor people rub ont thelr olothes
onoco a fortnight. Not that they
weoar solled garmaents, though, for
they changs three or four times a
week and store the dirty olothes in
great ohests, whioh nre built into
the attio for that purpose. At the
end of eaoh month the wash is
brought down and sorted out, nooord-
ing to quality and condition, Then
the real struggle begine. Five or six
women, professional washers, come
in and begin to soour and rub, Each
piece 1s put through this proooss in
three smeparate wators Then they
pour boiling water on the white gar-
ments 13 times in spocession, and
finally let them lie overnight in a
woak lye mado by pouring wator
through a bag containing soap and
wood ashos,

The next morning the tubs are
placed on a sledge and drawn by a
horse to the publioc washhouse.
There the women take garment aft
or garment and beat it with n pad
dla, holding Is with one hand ina
trough, through which flows a
stream of water. The wash is then
put back into the tubs and hauled
bome. Two men now come in to
help, and the work of bluing and
rinsing begins. A great tub, 8 or
7 feot in diameter, is fillled with
indigo water. One man takes his
place beside to turn tho immense
wringer, and the other stands ready
to oarry the tubs of clothes to the
attio, Clothes rarely are dried in the
open air in Bweden. Housowives are
too tidy there to run the risk of an
extra speok of dust.

When the olothes have dried,

are hauled away again to be {
The women who come in to do the
washing usually are the wives of
those who keep the ironing house,
80 that all the business is kopt in
the family. From the ironers the
winshing comes home na smooth as
the cheek of A summer girl and so
white it makes you think of a snow-
drift, whilo its fragrance is like that
of swoot spring fowers. It is a tedi.
ous and expensive proocss to get
your olothes washed in Sweden, but
when you reoeive them again they
are free from the odor of fried ham
or oplum fumes so well known to
the nosa of tho people here. —Chioa.
#0 Heoord.

Those Fairy Stories

It is o peculinr belief among the
youngsters of many families that
the new baby sister or brother Is the
gracious gift of the family phy.
sioian, and this belief is generally
based npon the solemn assurance of
papa and mamma, who have to tell
some fairy story in order to tide
aver those avents that occur ocos-
stonally in the best regulated fam.
{Hes.

Now and then a boy takes the law
into his own hands and makes a
mess of it. An instanoce of this kind
wid related at the last meeting of
the medical socioty.

It soema that the young son of o
woll known merohant and the young
son of a well known dootor were
vory chummy, and the latter accom-
paniad the former one afternocon on
an ndvertising expadition. The ad-
vertising was done by moans of a
paint brush being quickly traced
over any smooth pieoe of wood or
stome enconnterad and called upon
the male population to purohase
thair trousers from Brown, Well, in
the evening the dootor’'s hopeful re.
turned, and his paternal derivative
nsked him what he had been doing
during the day.

“Advertising, "' quoth the boy.

“Advertising whom?" inquired
the father.

“You and Mr. Brown" (the mer-
ohant)

“Met"

“Yea."

“"How did you advortise me®"

YO, we fixed up & sign that said,
‘Buy your trousers from Brown and
your labies from Dr. Jones,' ' said
the hoy ealmly

The doctor 'Mpﬂl for lreath,
thinking that the Loy was having
undue fun with him, bot he soon
found ont that his hope and Joy was
tulling the truth, snd it cost bim
money the next day to go over the
boy's route and rub vt all the ad
vertisements — Kansas City Journal

tice. | procured the poaltice fur him I

t"h: | beeauso you

The Naphin With & Past.

The waiter 15 an institution agninst
which cur ssthetio sense s often
in revolt. In nolub bhe is tolersble
P oRn put him ina ani
forw and otherwise mitignte his in-
oongruities; but elsowhere bis 1n.
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