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spread abroad over the farm, and
was commented on by all the ani-

mals; but the general opiuiou seemed

to ie that there would be oue irson
less to abuse them, for a w hile, any-ho-

"I'm sorry Tom wasn't fixed

somehow o that he couldn't get out
here to Uat us," said the cow.

"I don't like that w ay of doing,"
said Dobbin to Dick. "You went
too far in that mutter. Of course
everyUsly will know now that you
were playing off, aud they may see
through the whole thing, aud that
w 111 result in more violence."

"Well, what is done can't be un-

done," said Dick; my temper got
away with me, and I was tlrod of
shamming. If 1 had U-e- n really
lame Shane would have driven me
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Hniitli nt II.. irteaiiH,u.J the work
w nt im rrily on at the HIiiim farm,
ami It li,kfl like the eorn would he

!uritnl In pretty g'xxl time yet.
hliHin''n hor-K- " wi re not Improving
In Bi any, ami he hud siant
the iriif of a hurt in fit to IIode
to treat tlitui. He fioiiitl to g-- t

them ( un-- ty the time the corn wa

rei dy for the cultivator, but the first
tiling wiw to get the corn planU-d- .

The work went hteudily on, and
by the middle of the next week the
lust hill Wat in the kpiuikI, atil
hhane win at the aniouiit
of work that could IxMlone by two

timns, when they Wi re worked
to Trai y'n and Smith' plans;

for he had kept liU j.rouiU- - to Tracy
to treat the team well. He had jriv-I'- ll

them .rox r ret during the day,
jrojM-- care at ni;lit, niul had worked
them a ri'tmmiililo tiiiinUr of hour.
He remarked that ''Smith an' Tracy
had two mility jjood team. They

jut fo riht nloiijf and do what they
are told to do w ithout any I'n-- or
trouble." Yet he could not under-Htan- d

that it was the kind treatment
that the' horses ritfivcil that nmilf
them work no rliit-rfully- .

"There's an awful hitfht o' griili-wor-

in thin soil," said John Smith,
as he and Shane were breaking up
the ground for corn. "If them
blackbirds that's a nankin' around in

the woods would come down an'
pick 'em up, it would lx many h

dollar In your pocket."
"I ain't (rot any use for blackbirds"

said Shane. "The csky thine will
be around w hen the corn's planted to
pull it Up. I'd rather take my
chances hi 11 the worms than the
birds. If I had a gun, I'd Mart

them black rascals out of there."
"They'll pick up a sight of .worms

if you'll let em," said John. "Fath-
er don't allow us to kill birds. He
says they more than pay their way."

"Maybe they do for some people,
but they don't for me," said Shane.

The birds were coutluiug their
work to the tlelds, and were not wen
about the house. This was observed
soonest by Kdith, who was very fond

of birds.
"How strange it is, mamma, that

there are no birds this summer,"
said Kdith.

"I have noticed it," said Mrs.
Hhane. "Perhaps they have not
come yet."

"(Hi! yes they have," said Kdith,
"there's Just lots of them over at
Tracy's, and lots of nests. I don't
we why they don't build nny nests
here. It seems so lonesome here
without them. I think papa and
Tom are cruel to Hhoot and drive
them away, and I told papa so."

"Hou'l worry your papa any more
than you can help, Kdie," said Mrs,

Shane. "lie has a great deal of
trouble this spring."

"Well, mamma, don't you think
he has brought a great deal of this
trouble on himself."'

"Perhaps so, Kdie; but tuiur papa
hn-il- about things that are differ-
ent from ours. He looks nt every-
thing from a money point of view."

"I don't think that people who
look at things only from a money
point of view," said Kdith, "gel
much happiness."

"Your papa is doing what he
thinks Is for the lirst, and is looking
ahead to save up something for you
and Tom."

"Well, I don't want him to make
himself miserable all his life to save
up money for inc. I would rather
Im poor ami l happy, and have
ssiple and animals and birds to love

me. If papa would read the Imoks
I borrow ed from t'ora Tracy he
would lind out that birds are useful,

said Tom. Come, Mike, lets go
back to work."

Shane still lay by t he road uncon-

scious. He had tried to manage the
horse by brute fop-e- , and here was

the resu't the horse prancing over

the field, exulting In his freedom,

and the man lying unconscious be-

side the load. The hor-- e had not

exjnded a tithe of his strength, and

the man was us helpless as the dead.

At the time of the accident Kdith
was visiting Cora Tracy, and in the
afternoon Mr. Tracy had occasion to

hitch up his wagon and drive down

the road on an errand to another
farm, and as he was going by the
Hhane farm he told Kdith she could

ride with him. She gladly accepted
his Invitation, for It would save her
a long walk.

"I always like to ride U hind your
horM-s,- said Kdith, as they drove
along; "they hsik so happy ami con-

tented."
"That's the way I want them to

be," said Mr. Tracy. "They deserve
to be happy just as much as I do, or
any of my fumily."

"Do you think animals know any-

thing alxiut happiness or uuhappi-ness?- "

said Kdith; "that is, 1 mean
do they know when we love them,
and can they love us in return'."'

"That is a hard question to ans-

wer," said Tracy; "but I think their
actions indicate that they appreciate
love and kindness as much as a hu-

man dites; hut w hethcr they
understand such things as we do or
not, I cannot tell. 1 have always
made it a rule to treat them as
though they did. This is es(is ially
the case with horses and dogs. 1

find that 1 can get much better ser-

vice out of them by treating them
kindly; and then I feel U tter myself
when I have treated nil the brute
creation fairly, and have dealt Justly
by them."

"I wish papa would look at things
as you do, ami would take more int-

erest in the welfare of his dumb ani-

mals," said Kdith.
"1 should think a good little teach-

er like you could teaeh him some-

thing about such things," uid Tracy.
"lie won't listen to me," said

Kdith. "He says I am too young to
know much about such things."

"Why, how Is this?" exclaimed
Tracy, as they passed along the road
in the vicinity of the w reck, and saw-Dic-

over in the Held. "Here is a
horse running Ioohc with a bridle on
and part of the harness. Why, it
looks like" he paused in his re
mark, for he reiogni. hI the horse as
Mr. Shane's.

"It looks like Dick," said Kdith,
taking up and finishing
it for him; "but it can't be, for Dick
is lame and this horse Is not."

"it looks like some one has Us'ii
in trouble, but I don't ss any indi
cations of it on the road. That is

one way that high-spirite- d hors
have of retaliating for ill usage on

the part of their masters," he coutin-tinue- d,

as they drove along the raid.
On ncar'ng the turn of the road he
saw evidences of the wnvk made by
Dick; but Kdith's bright eyes had
seen it lie did.

"Oh! Mr. Tracy, there has U-e- a
runaway, nud there is u man lying
Usddothe road. Oh! I know it must
he papa. Do please drive faster and
let us see."

Mr. Tracy tustlcd no urging on
this point, for he had already started
his horses into a trot. As they lira red
the place the cause of the trouble was
apparent. Kdith leaped from the
wagon and was at her father's side
in a moment.

"Oh! ihiir, dear .papa, speak to
me," she soblxsl, as she lifted his
head in her arms. "Oh! Mr. Tracy,
is he dead?" she nkod between her
s lbs.

"He is not dead, my dear girl, but
very badly Injured, I am afraid," he
answepsl. "Canyon stay here with
him until I go for abstain, ?"

"No, no, don't go away; I can help
you to lift him in the wagon ami w e
w ill take hint home."

"Why, my dear girl, you have not
strength to help me lift him."

"Oh! ye I have, Mr. Tracy; lam
strong. Come, let me help."

"Well, if you Insist, we will try
It," he said; and they lifbsl him up
a"d suissssltsl in getting him into
the wagon, and drove as rapidly as
p issible to the Shane farm. When
they arrivisl Kdith hastened to the
house and met her mother on the
Mrrh. Kdith's swollen eyes told

the w hole story to Mrs. Shane, and
s'ic cl isM (l h r daughter in her arms
and sobl eil: "Is he dead, Kdie'.' Is he
dead'."'

"No, mamma; only," she replied,
trying to keep up a stout heart.

Mrs. Shane hastened tint to the
wagon, and K lith hurried away in

j

of Tom and Mike, who came
and carried Mr. Miane into the '

house. Mr. Tracy immediately went
for the doctor

"Now, Jerry am! Tom. you'll have j

to tnit," hi said to his horses, as he!
touched theui lightly w ith the w hip,

Just the same. I wns lame for all l e
knew to the contrary, aud when he
w lnpHsl me I started to run Is-fo-

1 had time to think. I knew 1

might as well make a complete Job
of it while 1 was at it; for Shane
would know 1 was shamming any
how, and I would have to fight it
out with him sometime. You see,
I had put myself in a position w here
I had to light or surrender, ami I

preferred to light."
"It's a very bad piece of business,"

said Iiobbiii, "and may make trouble
for all of us. You should have kept
your teniS'r."

"I tried to and failed, ns you sec,"
said Dick. "I have neither your age
nor exia rience in such matters, and
make bad breaks sometimes."

"We will have to take some other
menus of protecting ourselves when
Shane gets alxiut again;" sahl lob-bi- n;

"but tlmt won't be for a good
many days, so Towscr says."

"It's open war with me now,"
slid Dick. "1 don't intend tl at the
harness shall go on my back again
until this matter i settled. Towser
was saying the other day that Shane
said if ever we did get able to work
he w ould make us pay dear for our
vacation."

The days were long and tedious
for Shane as he lay on his U'd ami
brooded over his troubles. To lib
physical suH'erlng was added the
worry about the condition of things
on the farm. Mrs. Shane and the
children tried to keep all further
trouble from him by putting the
condition of things in their most fav
orable light, but he understood his
busitusis too thoroughly to Is? de
ceived.

"Tom, how long before that corn
will be ready for the cultivator"."
asked Shane, as Tom was passing
through the room.

"I don't know," said Tom, "but
when it is the neighbors will all
come in and plow it over for you."

"Dal the blackbirds take much of
It?"

I don't think they took any
it," said Tom

"Is it a gxxl stand?"
"It is gixxl enough," repl ed Tom ;

"don't worry aUiut that; it will
come out all right."

'Hut I do worry about it. There
is something wrong aUiut it; I can
tell it by your actions. Come, out
w ith it. Oue more iiiisforlune won't
kill me after I've gone through with
what I have."

"Well, if you must know," said
Tom, "the corn Is not a gixxl stand."

"Not a goixl stand? What is the
n ason?"

"If you must know about it, I

might as well tell you all about it.
The corn crop is a failure. The
worms have taken every stoik of it,
and it w ill have to U planted over.
Now there Isn't any use to worry
over it, for Mr. Tracy said that the
neighbors would come in and plow-u-

the ground and replant it; but he
was afraid you would not raise much
iurn there on aciount of the worms."

"Was Tracy's corn destroyisl by
the worms?"

"No."
"Nor Smith's?"
"N.
"Nor anylxxlys else?
"Nobxlys around here.
"Then fate is auin me, and I give

up the tight, said Shane.
"Mr. Tracy says there is something

pivuliar about your com, an says he
cant account for it unless it is Uvnuso
there aint no birds here to take the
worms. Mother an Kdie have U-e-

talMn alxiut there Ix-i- no birds
here' but I never noticed it sirticu-la- r

till Tracy spoke aUmt it. Hut I
dont U'licve that had anything to do
w ith it.

"I dont go notlhii on them foolish
notions of his, said Shane; but it
il r-- i look like therrs a kind of a fate
feller! ii me this spring.

"Well, dont worry over 1, and I
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ing to have up money. What belter
proof do you w ant of my love?

'W hy, 1 want a little of this kind
of love, and she drew his arm apiunJ
her neck and kiss J him for the first
time In years.

I lim was a new experience for
John Shane. The sunlight of such
love had not netratcd the dusty
rs-cs- of Ids heart for years, and
the dust would have to be cleared
away its genial w armth could
reach his soul.

"You area good daughter, Kdie;
but you do not understand how ne
cessary it Is to nave money to get
along in the world.

"oh, ye I do, papa; but I know
that money alone will not bring
happiness. Let us U happy and not
worry aUiut money.

"Hut now can we live without
money, child?

" hy, you dear old papa, I know
you have money enough in the tsink
to live on for a year ir we uimit
raise any crops at all.

"And wlmt would you do when
that was gon ?

" hy, then you will Is? well, an. I

the horse will U well, and we w ill
all goto work with willing hands
and happy hearts. We will be kind
and loving to everyUsly and every
thing, and we wont think so much
about m. iking money.

' It rounds good to hear you talk
i lint way, Kdie, but lni afraid it
. diit w oik. A mail must lookout
to provide for his family, for if he
lout uoUsly w ill.

"Yes, but if he allows his love for
his family to l driven wit by the
love of money it sis'ins to me he has
made a luil bargain.

"Well, good night, daughter)
you've clwered me for a wldle any
how. My misfortune worry me
most on account of those who are de-
pendent on me. I want to put them
above want."

"There now, papa; no more about
'hat. Let us entourage love ami
kindness toward one another and
trust in lod, (lood night, papa,"
and she gave him another kiss and
I ft him.

John Shane was rimless; as the
hours dragged their weary length
along the loneliness of his situation
pressed itself on him. Tlieconversa-tio- n

with Kdith had apiuscd the
latent energies of his soul, and his
In art yearned for human sympathy.
Ho had lived a lonely life; his w hole
soul had U'cn piMsessed by the one
idea of making money. He did not
think that anyone else was sum-rin- g

, bile he was following this false
dght, but here was Kdith, who had
been yearning for her father's love
and had been denied it. Her fire
haunted him; her voice was ringing
in his ears. Her w ords wi re present
in his memory. Her face aud voice
reminded him of oue that he had
known long ago one that he had
loved In the years gone by. Win
could it U? Why, Mary, his wife,
of cour-e-, whom he had almost for
gotten that he ever loved, and w hen
he married her she looked like Kdith;
why to be sure, aud he had almoet
forgotten it. 1 If felt an indcscrihnhk
desire to tell her that he loved her
vet, and called her to him. Whei,
she came ami slots! U's'uh' his IshI
the vision created by a sick man's
fancy fathd; for it was not Kdith's
liright and sunny face that Unit over
him, but his wile's, aud the twenty
years that she had toil d hy his side

'had left (heir mark there. Tin
vottth and bounty had gone, and liei
Hair was sireaktii w nil gray. 11 wit-Ala-

Shane that stixsl c him.
and not the vision of Mary Ma. oh
that Kdith's face had rem I lid; and
he was John Shane again with
w riukled face and stooping shoulder.
The vision ha 1 faded and the words
of all'ictioil that his i i (is shoti'd havi
utterisl were left uti-ui- d.

"Did you want something, Ji h.i'.
"Only a little assistance in chang

ing my xisitiou, he replied.
That done, she started away. His

conscience smote him and the vision
came I uck. He recalled her and she
returned to his U'dsiilc.

"Whf.t Is it, John? she inquired.
"1 am lonely he replied;

"cant you sit with me a while?
"Why, yes; all night if you need

me.
She sat down by him, and he told

her how lie was leginning to see that
his life was not what it should U.
That he had neglectMl his duty as a
husband and father, and had lived
too much alone, and that hemrforth
he wanted to take his family more
into his confidence. He would have
told her that he loviil her as of yore,
but it had Ufn so long since he had
spoken such words of Htl'eeliou to her
thai the words came but aw kwardly
to his lips, and he left them unsxiken.
She replied, wTih trnirs in her eyes,
that she knew that their thoughts
had U-e- drifting apart, and that she
hailitl with Joy tne dawn of a bright-
er day, w In n their lives would How

in the same channel.
Sixjtheil by these thoughts he soon

fell iish', and his tired and Worn
out wife retired to Psst, hoping that
the future might notdisjH'l the bright
liox raised that night.
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Having come to thU conclusion,

he said he would hitch Dick up to
the curt and drive him to town, and
msj if he couldn't limber him up
under the w hip.

"Do be careful," saiil Mrs. Shane,
"you know that horse has a bad
lerner."

"oh! I guen Dick knows me ty
this time, and he knows I won't
tuml any noiwn-e- . If he's as lame

"' to it won't U- -

much trouble to handle him."
Accordingly the harness was put

on Dick, and he was hitched to the
cart. He stumbled around like a
very lame horse, and made a very
bad show of getting along. No one
but Shane would have undertaken to
drive him in the condition he up-'ur-

to la' in.
"Poor Dick," said Kdith, as Shane

stopped at the house; "I don't think
papa ought to drive him w lieu he is
so lame," and she patted his neck
and smoothed out his long mane.
"Don't drive him hard, papa," she
continued, "ami I'm sure he'll do
the best he can."

Shane math no reply, hut drove
away toward town. The drive to
town and return was a slow one, for
even Shane hurl heart would not

s rinit H (r)c !;:!:, horse
out of a walk. Shane was rather
proud of the fart that he had suc-

ceeded in driving Dick, and said
that all the hor-- s needed was exer-
cise, and he w ould ls at work In a
few days. He thought, perhaps, a
little exercise would do the rest of
the hor-e- s gins).

The next day Shane proceeded to
hitch Dick up for the purjs' of
driving him.

"There's no use lalkin'," he said
to Mike, "I have got to put the'
horses to work."

"llothcr go slow, "said Mike "for if
ye put 1 i sick horses to work too
soon ye may have dead ones."

"It is U tter to have dead horse
than useless ones, Just standin' round
eat in'. A dead horse don't eat any-
thing. It would ho money in my

t if they were all dead," and he
gave Dick a sharp cut with the w hip
to start him. Dick laid back his
ears and hobbled away; but his looks
apcared to indicate that a very
little of the w hip would limber him
u(i too much for the good of Shane's
health. Kdith away there was
no one to give the horse a kind word
to put him In a r humor. Shane
mounted the cart and clucked to the
horse to start, but Dick stood still.
He had, evidently, made up his
mind that he did not want to work
that day. Shane gave him a cut
with the w hip, hut Dick laid back
his ears and shook his head, as much
as to say, "there Is trouble coming
for somebody."

"You won't go, I'll?" sahl Shane,
and he gave the horse blow after
blow with the whip, almost cutting
the hide open. Dick made a lunge
forward, but Shane pulled with nil
his strength on the reins, and the
hard bit cut the horse's mouth until
it bled, and threw Dick back on his
haunches. The sudd'.'n halt threw
Shane forward, ami the reins were
slackened. This was Dick's oppor
(unity, and he seized the bit In his
teeth, a trick horses learn when they
are abused, ami which they practice
to save themselves from punishment
by the bit. IScfore Shane could re-ov- er

himself, Dick had starhsl down
the road, forgetting all about his
stitf legs. Shane pulled on the reins
until his arms ached, hut It was the
strength of a man against the strength

but he was helpless. Straight at the
fence went Dick, paying no atten-
tion to the turn of the rood, and w ith
a bound he went over, ami the cart
was smashcil Shane lay
Uside the road unconscious, and to
all Hppearatuv dead.

Dick kicked himself fne from the
harness ami sss Heross the Held,
thankful that he had the privilege
to use his legs once more. Shane
had sHnt lil life among horses, but
had never learned until now th.it he
could not sul'due a high-spirite- d

hcrse by force.
Mrs. Shane had mi'ii the horse

start and feared the An ele-

vation in the road had cut off her
view, after the hors hail passed
down the road a few n sis, and she
knew nothing of the nsult. She
called Mike an I Totn from the barn,
and told them what had occurred.

"Oh! that's all right, mother; I
guess fatner can iminaue him, as
lame as In-- is," said Tom. "He
won't run very far before he w ill get
tired."
"' gorra, I'm not so sure of that,"

sai Mike; "its a fiery tenis r the
hore has. an' whin his blood's up
he's hard to manage."

"I would rather you would go
after him and if anything has
ha s ued," said Mrs. Shane.

"W hy, how u- - lr--s that would ls,
inotlitr; there niu't a horse mi the
firm we drive, an' we couldn't
i nU h bin- - on font."

"I shall not p-- s until I know,"
sttid Mrs. Shane,

"Don't worry alxuil that. Father
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Kdith sat for some time in sili'im, come there, for lie never could make
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"It seems to me like something
dreadful Is going to hapen," she
said. "Kverything seems so gloomy
around hen'; it doesn't stt-ii- i like the
siiue place."

"The bad luck your papa has had
this spring makes us all drl dow n-

hearted. Perhaps it is all for the
lsst, and we ran only hope that it
will come out all right."

"I don't think it will come out all
right," said Kdith. "I don't think
papa is doing right to drive away
the birds, and work the horM- - to
death; and Mr. Tracy thinks the
same thing, for Cora told me so, and
I am going to have a t Ik with papa
atx.ut It."

"It is ipiite uschsts to an. toy him
alsmt it," said Mrs. Shane. "Ili-nii-

is made up, and lie will no:
change it."

This reply did not settle the mat- -

tcr w ith Kdith, for she was deter- -

mined to talk with her father about
the matter, but she did not expect j

the opportunity to come in the man-- 1

ner it did.
The days slipssl by and the corn

was coming up, but the ditllcultic--
-- on the Shane farm had not Improved

any. The horses were l ill ""tit for
use, and Hitdgcs could not tell when
they would lc. '

"I don't U'licve then-'- s anything
the matter w ith that liny Dick,"
said Shane, "and I'm lot going to
fool w ith him any longer, lie cats
as hearty as ever, and I saw him
down in the pasture trotting round
as Umber as any horse. I'm join';
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hnr-s- skimmed over the ground In1, k. ix-l- t down by his Usl-id- e.

the lxs,( of llt)lior, ami khi p'tiirneil ' "I laven't you a gixxl home, and a

im-ti'ii- i ii'' iiust'm. j

loin leu Miane more iesKimient
than ever, anil he six-n- t the remam- -
lerof the day In u very had numl,
As the shadiM of the evening crept
around him he f It the burden of his
misfortunes more severely than ever,
This, in connection with his broken

.limb, was mop than he could Unr,
.kti.l .ihiiIu.1.1 l.ii.k nnuin ul.kti.l ..

..fi-- . i ' ' PS ' nin i I ip
sound pnh IiisI Kdith, w ho sat in the
unjoining room, en-p- i siieniiy

his room and approached his

"Pixir patm, are you siinering
much? she aksl.

loving family, an I kind neighbors?
1 ; Imt then tin n il lie '

not bin made on
"What if tin

iut as liaenv
"You dont understand, girl; yon

"'J'j,''1 ,'nml';l' '" '' rstand
1 'lUrt' I do understand them,

, s,.v.nteen, and I know
that you have Us n wearing out your
....lit.. IpvIiict t,... I. it iii.tiiiit- -'' .....I I

i'ii
iii" r' tiiml. It is'it iiiiikin us nny
ti:iiiir, Imt nl II is hiiihiiij; yi'u
niul nil of us unliiippy; nml mih ymi
iin iii.t s, kiml n you iisvil lu lu'.
Ynii limit Invo ii- - like yon ili whi n
I mis ii litllo iflrl.

"Not' Icivo ymi Ilif? Why, of
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with the doctor.
On examination Miane was found!

. , . , , .
io nave a nrokeu leg, anil a con His- -

ion on the head. He remain d in a
condition for the!

rest of the day. On the following
morning he ralli.il. but had no ree-- j

lection of the aeiident until Mr.
Shane explained the natter to him.
The bitterest pang to him now was
the thought of the two lung months
of iifuntsl iilinns mill ut!i rino;
tlmt 'n U'fnn' liim.
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