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“OVER THE TOP”

By An American Arthur Guy Empey
Soldier Who Went

Copyright 1917, by Arthur Guy Empey

Machine Gunner, Serving in France

' s
EMPEY LEARNS HOW THE TOMMIES ARE FED IN THE
FRONT-LINE TRENCH AND BACK OF IT.

-~
Synopsia.—Fired by the sinking of the Lusitania, with the loss of
American lves, Arthur Guy Empey, an American living in Jersey City,
goes to England and enlists as a private In the British army. After a
short experlence as a recruiting oflicer In London, he is sent to traln-
in s ance, where he first hears the sound of big guns and
mas tance of “cooties.” After a brief period of training
En is sent into the front-line trenches, where he takes
his first turn on the fire step while the bullets whiz overhead.
* -
CHAPTER VI.—Continued. | sergeant 1s called, recelves dally from
— - the orderly room (captain’s office) a
After dir 1 tri slip showing the number of men en-
tl Yixle ! \ titled to ratlons, 20 there is no chance
ind 1 an« f putting anything over on him, Many
trenches 1 reuments take place between the |
. ] - f "'.;‘:._ ter” and the platoon noncom, but
10tk seetlor the former alwavs wins out Tommy |
< ' I savs the “quarter” got his _filll Tll't';illﬁn'j
- T he was a burglar In elvil life,
I . Then I spread the waterproof sheet
! d n the ground, while the quartermas
o sk, | ter's batman d ped the rations on |t
~ q o 1 have seen  The [ror viis smoking a fag |
\ ] f uns rried t ons E to the billet
- 1 my dixie to | Tl | ' s still smoking a fag
’ put on  How I 11 But when the Issue
he billet y I, and 1 real
s head 1 that the first | te of a non
EH Yank ommissioned officer ) tive service
lix s diplomacy. There were 10 men in
I ; > half ir sectior they soon formed na
! | ] used up micircle around us after the corporal
R ) he at- had ecalled out, “Rations up.”
" NHed he ex- The quartermaster sergeant had
o I 1 shirt Why given a slip to the corporal on which
\ B SR " | was written a list of the rations. Sit-
Without a word In reply I got busy | ing on the floor, using a wooden box
with the mud and soon my dixle was | 85 @ table, the issue commenced. On
b <} . ; the left of the corporal the rations
-« st of tl -, 0on was spent by "~\ ere plled. They conslsted of the fol-
the men wri letters hon I used | il 1
y spare : chop wood for the Six loaves of fresh bread, each loaf
wk and go with the quartermaster to 1 of a different size, perhaps one out of
A i I eot back fust in time to | [he Six belng as flat as a pancake, the
issue our third meal, which consisted | FeSult of an army service corps man |
of hot tea. I rinsed out my dixie and placing a box of bully beef on It dur-
returned it to the cookhouse, and went | /D& transportation.

t with an exhllarated
lay's labor was done.

bhack to the b

p on the straw when
appeared In the
t with: “Blime me, you
. Who In —— a-goin’ to
mornin’ tea?
roln’ to? Well,
111 the dixle
lng well,

the straw.

or the

CHAPTER VI

Rations.
st dozing off ; Mr. Lance Corporal
oy ] |
[ I i ] i OFDOr is
legr b 1 ] te In the
( 1 g eves | ne degree ahove
o gener
He ordered me to go with him and
} th ext \ ratior
I i 1 t ' P 1 tort
machine-gun se { I
I 1 private go to the qu
BETL ' t the \ s and
s § tl il r

Three tins of jam, one apple and the I

other two plum.

Seventeen Bermuda onlons, all dif-
ferent sizes.

A plece of cheese In the shape of a
wedge

Two one-pound tins of butter.

A handful of ralsins.

A tin of biscuits, or ns Tommy calls
them “jaw breakers.”
» of mustard plckles.
bully beef.” spuds, condensed
milk, fresh meat, bacon and “Macono
menat,

e rations” (a can filled with

vegetables and greasy water), had been

irned over to the company cook to
I!!‘
] pep-

Sseratehine II__

corporal

head, the

e slip issued to him by the

Then In a

volece he read out, “No. 1
5, slx."

lzed In a musing

mystified
section, 19

l{!' looked

slow,

1 men. Let's see,
that's three In a loaf for fifteen men
well, to make It even, four of you'll
I e to 1 n on one loaf

Provisions

to the Front.

The four that got stuck made a howl,
but to no avall, The bread was dished
out, Pretty soon from a far corner of
the billet, three Indignant Tommles ae-
costed the corporal with:

“What do you cull this, a loaf of
hrmlll?‘ Looks more llke a sniplng
plate.”

The corporal answered:

“Well, don't blame me, 1 didn't bake
It; somebody's got to get It, so shut
up untll I dish out these blinkin' ra-
tions.™

Then the

started on the

corpornl

| Jam,
“Jam, three tins—apple one, plum
two, Nineteen men, three tins, Six

l!u a tin makes twelve men for two tins,
| seven In the remalning tin.”
| He passed around the
there was another riot Some didn't

| plum were partlal to
while differences wers
the Issue went on,

“Bermuda onlons

apple,  After n
aildjusted and

eventeen”
The corporal avolded a row by say
Ing that he did not
I sald they make y
I guessed I would o without one too
The corporal looked
“Cheese, pounds

n onlon, and

th smell, so

titude,

The corporal bor ! n jackknife
(corporuls are alwa rowing), and
sliced the cheese—:q ng bring
ing forth a pert r rk from the on
lookers as to the s« eyesight

“Ralsins, ounces hit

By this time th. poral’'s nerves

had gone west, and spalr he sald
that the ralsins were t turned over
to the cook for “duff m pudding).
This declision elleit v little “grous-
Ing,"” but quiet was tinally restored.

“Blscuits, tins, one

With his borro I jackknife, the
corporal opened the tin of biscuits, and
told everyone to help themselves—no-
responded to this Invitation.
with biscults,

| body
Tommy 18 “fed up’

“Butter, tins, tw

“Nine In one, ten In
| Another rumpus.

“Plckles, mustard, bottles, one."

Nineteen names were put In a steel
helmet, the last one out winnlng the
pickles. On the next lssue there were
only 18 names, as the winner Is ellmi-
nated until every man In the section
has won a bottle,

The raffle (s closely watched, because
Tommy s suspicious when It comes to
gnmbling with his eations.

When the lssue I8 filnished the cor-

the other.”

poral sits Jdown and writes a letter
home, asking them If they eannot get
some M. ', (member of parllament) to
have him tr iferred to the Royal Fly

ing corps he won't have to issue
ratlons
At the different French estaminets
in the village nnd at the eanteens Tom
eges, wnllk, bread and
onally when he Is flush
tin of pears or apri
only a shilling a day,
ent an hour, Just lmag

my buys fres)
pasiry 0 hivi

he Invests
COts, Hi I

)
24 cents, or

| Soldier” column Is run.
jam, and |

ke apple, while others who recelved |

ine, a cent n hour for belng under |

chance of getting rich

When he goes into the fire trench
[ommy’s menu takes a
reies In his haversack
vhat the goverament ealls emergency
They are not supposed
to be opened til Tommy dies of star-
T consist of one tin of
little tin
(xo

ef, four blscults, n
tea, sugar and
uted  beef tablets),
to be used when the
8 a curtaln of shell
munleation trenches,
the “carrying In" of
in an attack a body
n cut off from its base

¢ brought up at night
4 1y transport, This Is n
ympany In charge of

ter ter sergeant, composed
and limbers  (two-

which supplies Tom-

in the front line,
constuntly under shell fire.,
unloaded at the en-
imunication trenches

rried In™ by men detalled

I The quartermaster
never goes Into the front-line

rrn-r;u-h_

He doesn't have to, and I have
never heard of one volunteering to
do g0,

The compar sergeant major sorts

the ratlons and sends them In.
Tommy's trench ratlons consist of all
the bully beef he ean eat, hiscults.
cheese, tinned butter (sometimes 17
men to a tin), jam or marmalade, and
oceaslonnlly fresh bread (ten to a
loaf). When It I3 possible he gets tea
and stew,
{  When things are quiet, and Fritz Is
| behaving like a gentleman, which sel-

dom Bappens, Tommy has the opportn-
nity of wmnking, dessert, This 1Is
“trench pudding.” = It Is made from
broken biscults, condensed milk, jam-—
n little water ndded, slightly flavored
with mud-—put Into n ecanteen and
cooked over a Hitle spirit stove known
as "Tommy's cookepr,”

(A firm In Blighty widely ndvertises
these cookers as o necessity for the
men In the trenches.  Gullible people
buy them—ship them to the Tommies,
whao, Immedintely upon recelpt of same
throw them over the parnpet.  Some-
times a Tommy falls for the nd, and
uses the cooker In a dugout to the dis-
gust and discomfort of the other oc-
cupnnts.)

This mess 1s stirred up In a tin and
allowed to, simmer over the flames
from the cooker until Tommy decldes
that it has reached sufficlent (gluellke)
consistency,
by means of the handle carrles the
mess up In the front trench to ecool,

He takes his bayonet and |

After It has cooled off he tries to eat It, |

Generally one or two Tommlies In
sectlon have east-lron stomachs and
the tin Is soon emptied. Once 1 tasted
trench pudding, but only once.

In addition to the regular ratlon Ise
sue Tommy uses another channel to |
enlarge his menu,

In the English papers a “Lonely
This Is for
the soldlers at the front who are sup-
posed to be without friends or rela-
tives. They write to the papers and
thelr names are published., Girls and |
women In England answer them, and
send out parcels of foodstufMs, clga-
rettes, cnndy, ete I have known a
“lonely” soldier to recelve ns many ne

five parcels and eleven letters In one

wieek
» e -
Empey realizes for the first
time how death lurks in the

trenches when a comrade falls
by his side. He tells about it in

the next instaliment.
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(TO BE CONTINUE!L
NOT THEIR FIRST MEETING
British Officer -and Privates, Home

From the Front, Had Same Mem.
orles of “Tight Corner.”
Two privates In “Blighty” blue were
Hmping thelr way along Hegent street,
London Euch hnd his badges of hon-
three gold
were In London town

or—Ltwo nnd eloguent
They
agnln—in 1t, but
Only the accident of war
Regent street saunterers,

From the direction there
approached a young oflicer with a
lady companion. He, too, had the
gold stripes of the twice wounded.
Eager and bright, he seemed ab-
sorbed In his companion, appareutly
not noticing the two privates In-
deed, he was almost by them when In
n flash he durted from the side of his
compunion, selzed the hand of one of
the privates In n hearty grip and ejue-

stripes,
somehow not of It
mnde them

oppusite

ulated :

“Great heavens! fancy meeting you
here! Bit diferent when we were 1o-
gether before, eh? What a tight cor
ner! And only we two left—and here
we are agaln. And how are you, and
how are you getting on?”
string of other ques
“Getting  bets

Suceeeded n

culminating In

ter, ¢h? Feel as If you'll soon be
ready to go out ngain? How do you
feel about It? Will you be glad to
207"

What the private sald may be in-
ferred from the resumption of the offl-
cer's tnlk.

“That's the right spirit. Shouldn't
waonder If we meet agnin In another
hot corner Well, good luck and

cheero!
A Change for the Invalid,

If you have a friend lying i1, try
taking some daintily prepared edibles
next thime yon muake a visit,

Nourishing broths and wine
delleately  browned custards
and light puddings made of eges and
milk are good,  Or o small Jar of mar-
malpde or half a dozen lightly browns
ed blscult for the Invalid's ten, Op

SOUS,

creamed chicken and erenmed oysters
| delivered In a chariming blue bow! and
| nll re .'I'[_‘ to be heated np 'I_‘. the nurse,

Grapefruit is alwavs npprecinted

| nles,

and mandarin . oranges and  white
grapes In a pretty basket are an appe-
ol there are some
delighted with

ginger for ocean-

tizing combination
Invallds who would Le

a Jar of

slonnl nibbling.

preserved

“Ki" in the Navy.

Navy cocon, which Princess Mary
thought might be good to eat as cho-
colate, 18 known aboard ship as k. It
Is served out on the first dog watch

every Thursday, and It 18 drunk when. |

ever clreumstances (in other words,
the ship's “erusher,” or polleeman) |
permlit, The men grate down a lberal

quantity of It (for Ki is less concen-
trated than shore cocon) and drink 1t
mixed In basins with sugar and eon-
densed milk., At sen a specinl eanls
dron or ki, prepared hy the hip's cook, |
Is sent round actlon statlons In “fun- |
" or large pltchers. Midnlght for |
the guns’ erews of our fleet 18 the houp |
when the ki boat wrrives.—Londom
Chronlcle,

POULIRY
- FAXTS -

SUITABLE SHELTER FOR HENS

House of Appropriate Slze, With
Nests, Roosts and Feeding Appli-
ances Is Needed,

(Prepared by the United Htates Deapart-
ment of Agriculture. )

Every flock of hens needs a sultable
shelter——n coop or house of !Illllrll[ll'l'
nte sizge, furnlshed with roosts, nests
und appllances for feeding and waters
Ing. A flock that Is to be used for
breeding should nlso have o yard where
the birds can exerclse on the ground
and In the open nlr. Hens kept only
for eggs for the table may be confined
to thelr house continuously for as long
n tme as ordinary heos are profitnble
lnyers, It Is better to glve them an
outdoor run, but when space Is Hmited
It enn be dispensed with

Small flocks need a Hittle more floor

| space per bird than large flocks, and

| tlon to stay on the nest ot

[ Iy meparute from the

blrds confined constantly to the house
should have a lttle more floor space
per bird than others, A coop for six
hens should allow five or slx squure
feet of Noor spice for ench: n house
for twenty to thirty hens, three or four
sijuare feet to ench Yurd e UK
ally planned to glve not less than 20

sguare feet of Innd per hen

Numnll coop viileh ean be cleaned
without entering them mny e hullt
only three or four feet high I'his
helght Is most comfortable | the
HTRIE Coops for locks of 0 ree than

Ix or elght birds must b { nich
helght that o grown per 1 Hove
nbout o ther In n low cooap 1l ST
apening I nnswer for « | n
il In hig) I ] 11

A Boy's Backyard Poultry House, Bulit
by Himaself,

surfaces a full-sized door and one or
more windows are needed

Roosts nre commanly made of small
Reuntling or noarrow strips of board,
nhout elght or ten length of
roost being allowed to each fowl In

Inches

smnldl, low coops the roosts should bo
plnced about twelve to fifteen Inches
from the floor In lurger coops wide
boards, to catch the dropplngs of the

birds, nre generally used under the
roosts, the droppings bourd belng from
twenty to thirty inches from the floor

nnd the roost a few lnches nbove the

dropplngs bonrd, ¢

The slmplest form of nest Is a hox
n little over n foot squnre and not less
than five or slx Inches deep When
space Is Hmited the nests should be nte
tnched to the wall, the bottom of he

nest belng n foot or more from the
floor. For flocks of five or six hens
two nests are needed ; for larger flocks
one nest for ench four or ive hens.,
The feeding utensils required nreg
Hoppers for drey mash, trough for tas
ble seraps or molst mash, small hope
pers for shell and grit, and drinking
pans or fountulns For Nocks contalne
ing not more than 30 birds one of ench
kind of utensil, iIf of upproprinte slze,

Is enough,

HOW TO BREAK BROODY FOWL

Confine Hen in Small Coop With Slat
Bottom and Give Her Plenty of
Water to Drink.

When hens become hroody and It 1s
not desired to allow the too hateh

chickens, they should be “broken up”

as quickly as possible. The sooner thia
is done the sooner they will resume
lnying. To break o hen of hroodinesa
she «honld bhe conlined to n small coop,
prefernbly with a slat bhottom.  Glve
her plenty of water (o drink T she may
be fed or not, ns o« il Not mn i!
difference wlll be found In the time

r"'””""l to brenk her of broodiness

whether she I8 fed or mnde to st
Usnnlly three to six dyys of confine
ment will do the work, but ome hens
require ten to twelve days, The hroody
hen will be recognized by her Inellna-

night, the
ruffling of her feathers and her de-
slre to plck anyone who anpt

_ who approache
her, and by the bt
makos

clud king nolse sho

Habits of Turkeys,
Young turkeys usunlly remain with
the mother hen until

t ahout Oectober
or November, when thi

males ordinar-

femnles and
range by themselves,




