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NEW ITALIAN DRIVE

ROUTS AUSTRIANS

General Diaz’ Surprise Attack
Is Big Success.

TAKE 800 PRISONERS

"mexpecte ive Gains Stre i-
1 pected Drive Gains Strong Posi
tions and Breaks Up Prepara-

tions for Enemy Offensive.

Attacking the Austro-Hungarian
n the Asiago plateau, the Ital
wave taken Monte DI Valbella
] more than 800 prisoners and

ld it against repeated counter
alttack
'his turn to the offensive came as
A SUT} e to the lavmen of the allied
world, for it was believed that Gen
eral Diaz would be o snt to hold
his eg in the moun against a
new ive intended the Aus
trians and Germans
Fhe Italian attack was not limited
to Monte Di Valbella On the left
bank the Brenta they captured the
hejg Sasso Rosso 1st north «
Valstagna
Thes tions may explain the fail
ure of the Italians to pursue the Aus
35 the Piave when, on Juns
2 emy fled from the west bank
with a 12te that indicated something
f demoralization
G al D probably has expected
the heaviest enemy blow along the
mou i front ‘.\.|".._| h is the kevy to
the Italian situation In attacki he
has carried the fight to the foe, gained
strong positions at vital points and
broke: p some of the preparations
ma by the enemy for an offensive
t is not believed General Diaz plans
0 go further than local objectives, but
f he should make much progress on
the Asiago plateau he could be able to
take nder his artillery f the ra
road r 12 the battle | and
running along the Brenta river east
l.ake Caldonazzo
This line is the connecting link be
tween Piave and Adige fronts, and
f the Italians could dominate it,

Austrian system of communications
would be seriously impaired

FIFTY PROBABLY DEAD
IN SIOUX CITY DISASTER

Sioux City, lowa.—Burrowing deep
nder tons of wreckage, firemen and

volunteers 1day removed 30 more
bod from the wreckage of the Ruff
building, which collapsed Saturday
fternoon at Fourth and Douglas, and
LT 1 that th lisaster
mayv reach 50 It | 1} e several

m the condition of most of
3 ¥ »

of the Chain Grocery
ed under the walls of
tu ] 1g, revealed the extent
t lisaster. Thirty-five volunteer
t tr removed debris so rapid
the ruins of the
were entered six

r schedule

M i » burned
p wreck
f 148 not
1, Some of the persons
the wrecked buildir at
he collapse asserted that
» «1 by an ammonia explosion
Grocery or the Beaumont
i declared it was
r nstruction work which was
ir n ti Ruff building

Non-Partisan Ticket Wins.
‘20, N. D.—The entire Non-parti-
an ticket, state and congressional was

he Republican primaries

Goverr 1 J. Frazier, Non-par-
18ar W I¢ k the lead over John
Steen, independent, as returns came
from th rural precinets Thursday,

¥ increased that lead until it
is near the 15,000 mark

In the congressional ra« in the
first district, it Is estimated, Congress-
man J. M. Baer's final majority will be
nearly 500 over Henry Vick: In the
third distriet J. H. Sinclair's approxi-
mately 700 over P. D. Norton. In the
second district, George Young was
successful over John Hanchett by a
vote of aproximately 3 to 1

gteadl

Fear of Americans Felt
Paris.—German prisoners are vir
tually unanimous in confirming the
fear felt of the Americans by the Ger
man high command. According to the

declarations of officersy, this is the
prineipal reason for the determination
of Germany to seck at all costs to
impose peace on the allies befors zt
winter.

The prisoners make no ret of
their astonlshment at the spirit and

versatility of the American soldiers.

'U. S. WILL POLICE PANAMA

War Department Acts to Prevent Trou-
ble Over Elections.

Washington, D. C.—Secretary Baker
Saturday instructed Major-General
Blachford, commanding the Depart.
ment of Panama, to take over the polie-
ing of the cities of Panama and Colon
for the purpose of maintaining public
order,

The action resulted from Information
received at the State Department from
the government of Panama that grave
disorders were expected because of the
postponement of the national elections
ot for June 30
Decigion to postpone the elections
for six months was taken by the Gov-
ernment of Panama because of vice
conditions In the two terminal clities
of the Panama Canal, which had led
to a boycott against them by the Amer-
ican army authorities

DRAFT AGE LIMITS
STAND UNCHANGED

Senate Defeats Move to Make Exten-

o

sion and Prolonged Fight Is
Ended 12 Billion Bill Up.

Vashington, D, C.—Immediate ex-
nsi of the present army draft age
limits, 21 to 31 vears, was over-whelm
ingly defeated Saturday in the senate.

The amendment proposed by Senator
Fall, of New Mexico, to the army ap-
propriation bill to make the limits 20
and 40 years, together with all com
promises suggested for different mini
mums and maximums, were voted

down
Settlement of the controversy which
has held senate attention for several
1 cleared the way for passage of
the $12,000,000,000 appropriation
Besides disposing of the draft-age

adopted several
y the bill.

One auth zed organization of the
$100,000,000 aircraft production corpo-
ration proposed by the Aircraft Pro-
duction Board as a vehiele for co-ordi-
nating aireraft production as shipbuild-
ing is co-ordinated by the Shipping
Board through the Emergency Fleet
Corporation

Others authorized the plan of basing
draft quotas on the number of men In
class 1, instead of upon state popula-
tions and affecting rights of neutrals
under draft law. The senate had
previously adopted the draft quota leg-
islation, but it has been held up in the
house

The amendment affecting neutrals
provides that citizens of neutral coun-
tries now subject to draft who have de-
clared their intention of becoming
American citizens shall not be eligible
for citizenship if they cla!m exemption
from the draft. This provision, offered

by Senator Hitchecock of Nebraska, was |

adopted as a substitute for an amend-
ment approved by the state depart-
ment, providing for exemption from
the draft of all citizens of neutral
countries,
Eugene V. Debs Uuder Arrest.

Cleveland, Ohio Eugene V. Debs,
four times socialist candidate for the
f the United States, was
by United States
app and Deputy

as ne¢ Was

on a warrant

speech at the

ntion in Canton

The arrest was made on a secret in
dictment. It is understood the indict
ment contains 10 counts under the

espior which provides a pen
he penitentiary and

0 and costs for each

alty of ars in th

a fine
violation

Debhs was arrested as he was about
where the meet
commotion was
persons were aware of
ranspiring until after Mr
aken to the federal build

to enter th
INE WwWas

caused, as

what was t
I t

Jebs was
111§

Following the announcement of Mr
Debs' arrest, a defense fund of more
than £1000 was raised by popular sub
scription before the meeting ended

Forty-Nine Flyers Downed in One Day

London.—Forty-nine German alr-
planes were brought down by British
and French alrplane squadrons Thurs-
day, according to the official announce-
ments of the respective war offlces
Saturday.

In the air-fighting over the British
sector of the line British planes de-
stroyed 20 German machines and
forced down nine more enemy aircraft
out of control. The British lost 14
machines, The British vigorously
bombed behind the Teuton lines, drop-
ping 21 tons of explosives on raillway
junctions and other targets.

At the same time the French alir
fighters brought down or put out of
action 20 German alrplanes and set
on fire four captive balloons.

Indiana Corn Damaged.
Lafayette, Ind.—A loss of between
$7,000,000 and $8,000,000 In corn alone
vas sustained by northern Indlana
farmers ag a result of the frost last
laturday night, according to estimates
made public at the Purdue university
agricultural experiment station. The
damage to truck crops also will ex
tend into millions of dollars, it was
gaid. The damage covered an area of
125,000 acres, according to the reports

|of county agricultural agents.
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Harvesting of the first strawberry
crop throughout the North Bend sec
tion s approaching the final stages
and growers report the production far

Visit to America Holds Big'h--lnw normal.
POSSIbI|IlleS. DﬁC'ﬂf&d. The cranberry marshes in the vi

oinity of Astoria are now in full bloom
{ Oldtime cranberry growers admit that
they have never seen anvthing ke
the bloom on the marshes that Is seen

'WASHINGTON STIRRED "> = = =

|
| escape from the state penitentiary. He
| was convicted In Multnomah county
in 1911 on a charge of burglary and is

Ex-Premier of Russia Expected to|, parole violator, He also served time
Start Freedom Movement - Peo- st Walla Walla

ple Tire of Hun Aggression,

KERENSKY [N LONDON
ENROUTE TO STATES

The Astoria school board recelved a
letter from the capital lssues commit
tee of Washington declining to author

. iz the proposed $125,000 lssue of
school distriet bonds for new school

Washington, ' (".—The unheralded | bulldings
appearance in London Wednesday of The present cherry crop will set a
| Alesaindior Kercnsky, former provigion- | record for Lane county in point of
al premier of Itussia, together with | Quality, if the dry weather continues
his dhnomncem<nt that he Is on his|® few days longer, according to Coun

ty Commissioner M. H. Harlowe, own
| way 18 America nnd that he is certaln | o o0 (0o of the largest orehards

Russia will s« boa fighting again

with the fordes iemocracy against| ... i10d on the south side of the Cheteo
German dominat furnished the sub- | river in Curry county, I8 reported to

ject for a dk n in official and | have been practically wiped out by
't covered a wide the fire whieh started in the C. & O
logging camp in the nelghborhood

The little village of Harbor, which

diplomatie ecir

range
As there ha wrently been nol, The sale of 100,000,000 feet of tim
intimation of rensky's  intended !I‘.T on the Kiamath resetvation to .”I'I
¢ v E Pelican Bay Lumber company, of Kla
visit to this c ipeculation nat-| math Falls, has just been approved by
urally centered il his purpose in ! the government, according to J. M
coming, Bedford, who has charge of the timber
The belief s¢ to be general that | on the reservation
he wil o1 k to enlist @
_«rammrl '.]-‘r‘ his n people In :HL Ihe sum of 940430 was pald over
country in his rts to rehabilitate |10 the justice court at Pendleton Sat
Rtlﬁﬁl;\v and cast the German voke, urday morning by Willlam MeClowan
but will discuss the subject with of. | ®nd George Hrown. The men, who
ficials as well ) were arrested in thelr car at Umatilla
with Mrs. Brown, were charged with

Appearing as loes at a time

when both the United States and the | '™Porting liquor

entente govern: ts are earnestly Omar l.ewis Renninger, 16 years of
considering how they may best aid age, was drowned In the millrace at
Russia to rid her f of German in-| Coburg, Lane county, Thursday after
fluence and establish a stable govern- | noon, when he slipped Into the deep

ment, the visit of the one-time dictator | water while wading near the shore

of that stricken nation regarded by | He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. L

officials as having many and far-| Renninger, of Coburg

reaching possibilitics The Johnson mill at Coquille was
Coincident w the appearance of |, iallv destroved by a fire of unascer

Kerensky in London, John Sookine, a|4ined origin Friday night. The mill

member of the Russian commission was ecutting lumber for shipyards

sent to the Unit States by the Ker- p,,i1ding United States vessels and
ensky government a year ago and now | ... airplane material. The loss s
just back from France, sald that a| . iimated at more than $50 000

few months ago military action by the

allies would have been intolerable to Robert Potter, of Fossll, died Friday
the people, but German aggression in from injuries he sustained in the cloud
spite of the Brest-Litovsk treaty had!burst near Fossil last Friday He
caused so much suffering and priva- with Gordie Rambo, another vietim

tion that allied intervention would was brought to Fossil Monday Al

now be hailed with relief. though suffering intensely, he told
Mr. Sookine's statement and that of clearly of his frightful experience

ex-Premier Kerensky concerning the An old feud between Vernon Mc

change in the sentiment of the Rus-| y\|jister and Joe Quinn, conviets at
| sian masses served to bear out reports 4

. he state penltentiary, Is close to its
received at the state department

ipter Wednesday, as Quinn |s
r in the prison hospital, with

HUGE ARMY PROJECT o 7l oSt

cked in a death cell
IS NOW UNDER WAY  toocotieation of an application man
I Eastern Oregon lumbermen to the
i Industrial Aceident commission for a
Vashington, . C.—Secretary Baker  roduction In rates on risks in that ter
disclosed to the senate military com- | ritory under the workmen compen
mittee Thursday that within three S2lion "'T_ may re "_"} in legislation
dening the power of the commn slon
months an enlarged army project now | i e PO hall said Saturdas

being worked out will be presented to =,

F'he schooner Spray made a record
congress to represent the maximumn catch of fish near Heceta Head.some
fighting effort of the country distance off shore After four days

Already the caleulations upon which | fishing the erew brought in 15 tons of
the pending army bill was framed | halibut and 2000 pounds of black cod
have been exceeded, and the war de- | Each member of the crew cleared $300

now revising its plans on | and the Burke company, of Portland

f the vegsel, cleared over

partment
an enlarged basis that means addi- | owners

tional billions in money and additional | $2000
m ns of fighting men. Benton Bowers, of Ashland, membeor
full ope of the new measure  of the State Lime board, announces
is not yet apparent even to officials | that the board will continue to con
who are preparing it struct and operate the Gold Hill plant,
Mr. Baker disclosed the new plans | which will be completed about the

in explaining his reasons for opposing | first of August Funds to continue
any changes now in the draft age| gperation will be fortheoming pledged
limits Later, during general debate|on the credit of members of the board
in the senate chamber, figures were | until such time the State Emergrency

disclosed showing the great strides hoard or the next legislature comes
| being made toward bringing American 1o their relief
fighting power to the front in France
General March, chief of staff, has
already announced that the army is
five months ahead of schedule in troop
movements, 900,000 men having been
shipped abroad. The Klamath county council of de
S —— fense, a branch of the state counecil,
has opened an office in Klamath Falls,
Italy Annexes July 4th. where all information relative to the
Rome, Tuesday—The coming Fourth  defense of the Nation will be received.
of July, which will be proclaimed an | . . -
Italian national holiday, will be cele Rev. Robert .
brated throughout the country. Cities
rand villages will be decorated with the
American and Itallan flags and will
have processions,
| One of the most Imposing proces
sions will be in Rome, the line of

Work on the Prineville railroad is
progressing rapidly, the rails having
been lald within two miles of O'Nell
station, 10 miles from Prineville

Browning, former
rector of Emmanuel Episcopal church
in Marshfield, has written to local
friends advising them of his arrival In
Europe. Rev, Mr. Browning enlisted
for service with the British army and
is a chaplain,

' of| Floaters who travel up and down the

march leading to the monument ’
|King Victor Emmanuel II, where €088t are regularly picked up at Grants
[ speeches will be delivered by cabinet | P88, questioned and searched by the
| ministers, senators and deputies. police authorities. Tuesday a German
| s glving his name as John Weldheimer
Drouth Ruins Wheat Crop. was picked up and is now in the Jo
Helena, Mont.—In the northern half | sephine county jail as an alien enemy.

of Montana winter wheat has been )
{ruined by the drouth, and rain is Badly pers.
Ineeded to save the spring wheat, ac- Charles Owens is making up his first
cording to the weekly crop bulletin | carload shipment of chrome ore from
issned by Meteorologist Willlam A.|his mining property on Sucker Creek,

Mitchell, of the local station of the|in the Illinols river district, says a|

| United States weather bureaun., Show-|Grants Pass dispatch. The ore, which

ers in the southern half of the state |runs 40 per cent, is being hauled by
have helped greatly and crops there|auto truck from the property to the
are in good condition, with the winter | Waters Creek terminus of the Call
wheat starting to head. fornia & Oregon coast rallroad

Weldheimer had no registration pa-|

'ANNUAL COST OF HIGHWAYS

Construction and Maintenance Involve
Expenditure of $300,000,000-~
Burden on Roads,

(Prepared by the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture, )

Hoad construoction and malntennoace
Hin the United Stoates lovolve an annual
I("l“il_\' of over SHNIMKLINN), n sum
which, If eapltaliged at § per cent,
would represent an Investment of $6,.-
IMND MM (M),

As recently ns 1006 there were only
[ 1000000 motor vehleles In the Unlted
Stutes compared with nearly 5,000,000
of 117, while In 1004 the total outiny

Vitrified Brick for Paving Country
Roads—Filling the Joints, First Coat.

in money and labor on the publle roads
ngeregnted only S80000,000, compared
with some £300,000000 for 1917. Thus
the publle rosds have bheen changed
with hewlldering rapidity from the
stantus of the purely local utility to that
of a utllity of nationnl Importance and
KCOpe,

It Is well known that the eallroads of
the United States are unable to earry
the enormous traffle now offered for
trunsportation, and It s to be expected
that the publie roads will from now on
have added to thelr present truffle bur-
dens such freight ns may be shifted to
them to relleve rallway congestlon,

It Is beyond question that for pas-

senger houl the publle ronds are used
to n greater extent than the rallroonds,
These lmpirs ive conditlons hanve been
crented within the span of a single gens
eration,

On July 11, 1018, President Wilson
approved a meassure genernlly known
ns the federnl-ald roand anct, which care
rled an npproprintion of $75.000,00) to
nld the states In the construction of
rural post roads and $10.000000 to bho
expended for the construction and

mulntennnee of forest ropds,

BUILDING ROADS IN ALASKA

Road Commissioners Find Trouble in
Maintenance on Account of Nar-
row Tired Trucks.

Alnskn hns been bullding ronds sineo
1005, It has bullt 920 miles of wagon
ronds, 620 miles of winter sled roands
nnd 2,210 miles of tralls. One of these
ronds was bullt for motorear traflle,
but more”than 250 trucks and passens
ger ears were In use over them at the
close of the last fiscal year,

Much damage has been done to the
ronds by heavy narrow-tired trucks,
und the board of road commilssioners
finds troubles of maintenance with
them always, In addition, they found
It necessary to bulld a fivemile rond
along a hillslde last summer by cover-
Ing the rond bed with willlow ecordu-
roy and surfacing the eorduroy with
gravel because the material underlying
the loeation consisted of six feet of
gravel on the bed rock, forty feet of
clear lee on the gravel and two feet of
moss and tundra on top.

PERMANENT ROAD IS FAVORED

Saving in Cost of Rebuilding Would
Pay for Them in Comparatively
Few Years,

A writer on the advantage of per-
manent highways makes the point that
the saving In the cost of rebullding
would pay for them In a comparative
[1y few years—and then there would be
n prospect of valnable returns, The
thing would be like making a few pay-
ments to secure an annulty, Wherever
the money ean bhe ralsed there should
be permanent highwnys, That Is the
good ronds gospel par excellence,




