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too, now 1 think of it. But I'd give &

bit to know what he was doing mess-
| ing about down here at the last meo-
| ment!"”

Blanche liked this as little as any-
thing that Cazalet had sald yet, and he
| had said pnothing that she did like this

morning. But there wera allowances
| to be made for him, she knew. And
[ yet to strengthen her knowledgse, or
| rather to let him coufirm It for her, |
;althar by word or by his silence, she
stated a certaln cass for him aloud.

“Poor old Bweep!” she laughed.
“It's & shame that you should bhave
come home to he worrlied llke this.”

“l am worried,” he sald simply

“I think it's just splendid, all you're

doing for that poor man, but especially
| the way you're doing IL."

“l1 wish to Goed you wouldn't say
| that, Blanche!"”
He pald her the compliment of

led and Blanche had followed, and
what a bonny pair they had made
even then, ete. Severely snubbed on
that subject, she took to peering at
her mistress, once her balrn, with fur-
tive eagerness and Iimpatience; for
Blanche, on her side, looked as though
she had something on her mind. and,

indeed, had made one or LWO attempts |

to get It off. She had to force it even
in the end.

“Thera's just one thing [ want to
say before 1 go, Martha. You know
when Mr. Toye called yesterday, | was
out?™

“Oh, Mr. Toye;
Miss Blanche.”

“Well, | don't want you to say that
he came In and waited hall an hour
ifn valn: in fact, not that he came
in at all, or that you're even sure you
saw him, unless, of course, you're
asked.”

yes, 1 remember,

after the

believed that Mr. Cazalet had “spo

ken.” and allowed hersel
him also as he drove ©
wicked lamps alight. But Blanche
would enly go on and on about her
day, the glories of the Ripley road and
the grandeur of Hindbead. She had
brought back heaps of heather and
bunches of leaves just begloning to
turn; they were all over the little
house Lefore Cazalet had been gone
ten minutes. But Blanche hadu't for-
gotten her poor old Martha; she was
not one to forget people, especially
when she loved and yet had to snub
them. Martha's portion was picture
posteards of the Gibbet and other land-
marks of the day.

“And {f you're good,” sald Blanche,
“you shall have some every day, and
an album to keep them in forever and
And won't that be nice when

firet day! She looked s0
bonny that for a time Martha really

t to admire
o Iater with his |
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