
T HE g rea t wall of China never 
fa lls to  Im press the traveler, 
no m a tte r how many tim es he 
has seen It. A t Munkow pass, 
w here th e  m agnificent scenery 

g ives It an  app rop ria te  se tting , it is 
particu larly  im pressive. It is not so 
m uch its  height, nor solidity , nor even 
its  seem ing endlessness th a t causes 
th e  observer to m arvel. I t  is ra th e r 
th e  bold, th ea trica l way in w hich the 
whole panoram a of the  wall has been 
staged. The daun tless builders, who 
e rec ted  It over 2,000 years ago, seem  
to have selected  the h ighest m ountain 
ranges and th e  m ost precipitous 
peaks for th e  foundations of th e ir 
w onderful wall. They probably took 
a deligh t in placing the wall w here it 
would m ake the best show ing—on the 
topm ost ridges and overlooking the 
h ig h es t precipices, w rites L u ther An
derson  in the Chicago News.

As the eye follows the wall over the 
m ountains to w here it loses itself in 
th e  hazy horizon one cannot help 
th ink ing  of th e  trem endous length  of 
the  wall. F rom  its  w estern  end In 
the  sandsw ep t d esert of inner Mon
golia to th e  Gulf of L lantung, w here 
It com es down to the sea, is a  dis
tance^ of over 1,500 miles. And yet 
th is  d istance does no t rep resen t the 
e n tire  length  of the wall. It has many 
b ranches and is in m any places dou
bled and even trebled. A t Koupeikou 
th e re  is a  perfect netw ork of w alls 
s tre tch in g  off in every d irection  as far 
a s  th e  eye can see. A t N ankou the 
sam e prodigality  of w alls show s th a t 
th e  anc ien t C hinese fe lt th a t one wall 
w as not a sufficient p ro tection  against 
th e  wild hordes of T arta ry .

In Days of Old.
One canno t look upon the g rea t wall 

w ithout p icturing  in one 's  m ind the 
days of old, when these  ram p arts  w ere 
th ronged  w ith soldiers, who guarded 
th e  fro n tie rs  of th e  em pire aga in s t 
th e  w arlike tr ib es  of th e  north . The 
roadw ay on the  top of the  wall served 
as  a m ilitary  highw ay for the various 
con tingen ts garrisoned  in the  fo rt
resses, w hich stud the wall a t in te r
vals of from 200 to  500 yards. W here 
th e  wall clim bs the steep  slopes of the 
m ountains th is roadw ay is provided 
w ith  long flights of sta irs . The bricks 
of these s ta irs  are  well worn, show ing 
th a t  thousands of so ld iers m ust have 
passed  to and fro from  one fo rtress  
to  another. One can p icture  th e  re
in fo rcem en ts rushing along the wall 
and  clim bing the lofty s ta irs  and 
h asten ing  to  a ss is t th e ir  com rades, 
h a rd  pressed by some hostile arm y. 
O ne can see the fires ligh ting  up the 
signal tow ers built fa r  to th e  south of 
th e  wall. One can alm ost h ear the 
shou ts of defiance from  th e  defenders 
answ ering  the tau n ts  of th e  besiegers.

T hose ancien t so ld iers of C hina did 
th e ir  w ork well. For ove: 1,000 years 
they  held the wall aga in s t the T a rta r  
hordes. W hen the Mongols finally did 
b reak  th rough  the b a rr ie r  in the  th ir
te e n th  cen tu ry  they w ere able to  do 
sc  only because an effete dynasty  neg
lected  to send proper re in forcem ents 
to  the  defense of the wall.

T he g rea t wall is rem arkab ly  well 
p reserved. Though w eatherbeaten  by 
th e  sto rm s, th e  fro sts and the suns of 
tw o m llennlum s, it show s signs of de
cay only In a few places. The g rea t 
body of It Is in tac t and in as good a 
condition as when it was built. The 
ages have hardened  the  m o rta r and 
bound the brick w ork to ge ther so 
th a t  the wall is probably s tro n g er to
day than  It has ever been before. It 
seem s to  be as e te rn a l as th e  m oun
ta in s  upon w hich it res ts .

As a bulw ark of defense th e  wall 
h as  long since become obsolete, but 
Its usefu lness is by no m eans a t an 
end. I t  has become a m onum ent to 
toll, perseverance, will pow er and to 
Im agination. It serves to  Inspire all 
who see It w ith a new fa ith  In hum an 
effort.

At ten  o’clock we passed the la s t of 
th e  g rea t ram p arts  and were "outside 
th e  b arrie r,"  to  quote a C hinese 
phrase. The region to  th e  no rth  of 
th e  wall has alw ays been regarded  by 
th e  C hinese as a wild and law less 
country. B anishm ent beyond the 
g re a t wall has alw ays been considered 
a severe pu n ish m en t The Chinese 
living th e re  have alw ays had th e  feel
ing th a t they  w ere outside of th e ir 
own country  and alm ost a t  th e  edge of 
th e  world.

At noon of Ju ly  12 we stopped a t  an 
Inn In a little  ham let called Pangshl- 
hylng, w here we rested  and had tiffin 
T he proprie to r of th e  Inn evidently  
had  a  mind to  the m oral Im provem ent 
of h is guests, for he had ornam ented  
th e  w alls of th e  guests ' room s w ith

num erous m ottoes such as "Seek 
righ teousness as your profit and 
riches will never be lacking,” "A m ia
bility  a ttra c ts  riches a thousandfold; 
w ith Justice you will en te r Into a wide 
region of w ealth ,” "In your casual con
versation  do no t speak  of people’s 
fallings.”

M u sic  A ttra c ts  C h ild ren .
T hat evening we stayed  a t a  ca ra 

vansary in a little  m ountain  village 
H ere we aston ished  th e  natives, anu 
especially  the little  boys, by playing 
a  m outh organ. The s tra in s  of "Poor 
Nelly G ray” and "H ot Tim e in th e  
Old Tow n” soon drew  a sm all crowd 
of half naked urch ins, who surveyed 
us w ith w ondering eyes. H aving got
ten  to ge ther our little  audience, we 
proceeded to question them  as to 
w hat they  had had to  ea t during the 
day, how old they  w ere and w hether 
they  w ent to  school o r not. T hey had 
all ea ten  m illet porridge, m elons and 
various kinds of vegetables. M eat 
w as evidently  a luxury and ea ten  only 
once In a g rea t while.

They all said they had gone to 
school, upon w hich Mr. Peck exam 
ined them  like a schoo lm aster and 
m ade them  rep ea t the san  zu chlng or 
tr lm etrlca l classic, w hich Is th e  first 
book stud ied  by C hinese children . Of 
tw elve boys betw een th e  ages of five 
and tw elve only one w as unable  to re 
peat th e  san  zu ching, and he w as a 
deaf mute. We w ere aston ished  to 
find th a t so m any of these  ch ild ren  of 
the m ountains had been to  school. A 
sim ilar exam ination  in a m ountain 
d is tric t in A m erica would no t have 
given b e tte r  resu lts . T hese moun
ta in ee rs  w ere so poor th a t th e ir  chil
d ren  had to  run naked  in th e  sum m er, 
but they  w ere, nevertheless, able to 
send them  to school. W hen th e  ex
am ination  w as overaw e aw arded  the 
boys a few pennies each and urged 
them  to con tinue to  go to school.

Before n igh tfa ll th e  rep o rt had 
spread th roughou t th e  w hole tow n 
th a t som e fo reigners had come who 
made w onderful m usic and who w ere 
so learned th a t they could conduct ex
am inations in Chinese. M any people 
cam e to us ask ing  for foreign medi
cine. M others b rought little  sick 
babies and crippled children  to us a sk 
ing us to  cure  them . They seem ed to 
have the idea th a t all fo re igners w ere 
skilled in the  a r t of healing. W hen 
we told them  th a t we could no t cure 
th e ir  d iseases they did no t believe us. 
It was only when we told them  th a t 
we had no t b rought any m edicines 
th a t they  w ent away. I t m ade us 
sad to th ink  of all th e  m isery  th a t 
m ust be endured  unallev ia ted  In China. 
It b rought hom e to us the  fac t th a t 
lite ra tu re  alone canno t m ake a  people 
enligh tened  and th a t w ithout science 
they  m ust endure all the  Inconveni
ence and m isery  of barbarism .

One sees m any s tran g e  th lnga in 
China. At W angchalylng, w here we 
stopped for the  n igh t on th e  13th, I 
saw a piece of brick  tied to  a donkey’s 
ta ll to  keep It from  braying. The 
m ule teer told me th a t It w as a physi
cal Im possibility  for a donkey to  bray 
w ith a w eight tied  to  Its tall. I lay 
aw ake a  long tim e th a t n igh t w ait
ing for the  donkey to bray, bu t the 
brickbat seem ed to do the work. The 
donkey n ev er b rayed once.

The nex t day w as th e  s ix th  out 
from  P ek 'ng . W e traveled  through 
m any beau tifu l m ountain passes and 
w ere constan tly  clim bing over rocky 
ridges o r descending into narrow  val
leys. A t severa l p laces we saw  Chi
nese p lacer m iners w ashing th e  sands 
of th e  m ountain  s tream s fo r gold. 
They w ere using a wooden cradle 
very m uch like th a t used by the  gold 
seekers of our w estern  s ta te s . At 
L aunplnghsien , w here we stopped for 
tiffin, we saw  a large m onum ent e rec t
ed by Im perial o rder to  th e  m em ory of 
a F rench  C atholic m issionary  who had 
been killed by the  boxers In 1900.

About four In the afternoon  wa 
cam e to  K uanjen  pass, w hich la ca t 
In th e  solid rock, and overlooks Je- 
hol. W e stopped th e re  for a  w hile to 
enjoy th e  beautifu l panoram a which 
lay stre tch ed  before ua. In th e  valley, 
only a  few m iles aw ay lay th e  city  of 
Jehol. and beyond It th e  palaces of th e  
M anchu em perors. A fter a  sho rt 
re s t we p ressed  on and en te red  th e  
city. W e found a large Inn called 
Poo T uan  Tien, w here we found com
fo rtab le  q u a rte rs

E v e n in g  Up.
M istress—W hat would you give, 

A nnette, to  look as nice a s  I doT 
Maid—As much as you would, 

m a'am , to  be as young as I am .—F lie
gende B laetter.

DISCOVER REAL JOSEPH

S O R T  O F  S E C O N D  A N D  S E C O N D 

A R Y  S O N  O F  J A C O B  F O U N D .

Aged  H ouston  (Tex.) N egro  Se nd s
M oney  to B ro th e r W ho, He 

C la im s, So ld  the Fo rm e r Into 
S la v e ry  D u r in g  Youth.

H ouston. Tex.—H ouston has devel
oped a  so rt of second and secondarv  
Joseph, son of Jacob, who sends nec
ess ities back to  th e  crop-ruined land 
of C anaan.

He was a tw isted , w hite-w hiskered 
old negro, who p resen ted  h is grizzled 
head a t th e  s tam p  window of th e  post 
office the o th e r day. and said : "Gim me 
two special delivery  le tte rs , and two 
stam ped envelopes. Dis h ere  am  Jo 
seph re liev in ’ de w an ts of h is  b re th 
ren .”

Then he asked a  w hite m an to 
“back” th e  envelopes, and w hile the 
addressing  w as in p rogress he  told 
his ta le ; and he to ld  It w ith  every  
appearance  of tru th .

Some tim e before the  big w ar h is 
fa th e r’s m as te r a t h is  death  freed  h is 
slaves and divided p a rt of a L ouisiana 
p lan ta tion  am ong them , for he had no 
friends or re la tiv es  am ong th e  w hite 
p eo p le ,to  whom he could leave  It.

The old m an 's fa th e r and m other 
p rospered and had a fam ily of th ree  
boys, of whom he w as th e  youngest. 
One day th e  old m an. th en  a boy of 
six o r seven, w en t to  tow n w ith  h is 
tw o e lder b ro thers, who w ere e igh teen  
and fifteen. T he fa th e r had given 
them  som e money w ith w hich to  buy 
supplies, bu t they  got Into som e so rt 
of a gam bling gam e and lo s t It. T hey 
feared  to go hom e w ithout It. So 
th ey  sa t down In th e  road to  th ink . 
Then a happy Idea s tru ck  them .

T here  w as a c ircus In tow n and 
they  carried  th e ir  younger b ro th e r 
over and sold him to th e  rin g m aste r 
for a boy to  brush  aw ay flies a t m eals 
They claim ed th a t they  had been sen t 
by a  w hite  m an w ho ow ned all th ree . 
P erhaps th e  rin g m aste r knew  th a t 
such could not be the  case, bu t he was 
getting  a  negro  boy fo r th e  rid icu 
lously low price of seven do llars, and 
he w as w illing to  risk  runn ing  afoul 
of th e  law. And besides th e  glam or 
of a c ircus filled the  little  negro  w ith 
Joy and he  bore h is  b ro th e rs  ou t In 
tlie lr lie.

T he tw o o lder ones w ent hom e and 
told the  fa th e r and m other th a t " th a t 
litt le  fool D orrle slipped aw ay from  
them  and runned  aw ay w ith th e  show 
and they  cou ldn 't catch  him .” And 
the sim ple old country  negroes, no t 
understand ing  exactlv  how hoys did 
“run aw ay w ith show s,” bu t th o r
oughly u n d ers tan d in g  th a t h is fo rtu n 
a te  d isappearance  left them  one less 
m outh to feed, w ep t a  few te a rs  and 
nearly  forgot about the  w hole m atter.

Y ears slipped aw ay and finally 
D orrle w ent hom e to find h is father, 
m o ther and oldest b ro th e r dead, and 
the second b ro th e r and an o th e r who 
had been born a f te r  h is leaving, still 
farm ing on th e  old place. T hen Dor- 
rie  cam e to  H ouston and m ade money.

T he M ississippi r iv e r ran  all over 
th e  little  farm  In L ouisiana and fa irly  
■wiped It off th e  m ap as a liv ing  pro
ducer for th is  year. And th e  neeroes, 
now old and feeble, w ere penniless. 
The governm en t would feed them , but 
still they  w ere short. So they  got 
som e one to  w rite  D orrle ’w av over 
In T exas for money. And the day he 
got th e  le t te r  th e  old negro  w as a t 
the  post office ask ing  for sneclal de
livery  s tam p s to  hasten  th e  move
m en t of tw o m oney o rders  fo r 220 
each.

“And I’m gw ine to  send ’em Just 
as much as  I can spare  from now on." 
he sa id ; and Just to  show how much 
he  knew  of th e  B ible he once more 
likened h im self to  Joseph.

KILLS GUEST; WAS OWN SON

T h o u g h t  H e  W a s  S tra n g e r— M othe r 
and D au gh te r H anged  T h em se lve s 

on L e a rn in g  T ruth.

Kteff, R ussia .— R ablusln, an old 
peasan t of K rlstoft, had a son, Ivan. In 
th e  arm y. A fter serv ing  his term  he 
w orked for som e years a t  the  custom s 
and saved $800—unheard  of w ealth  for 
his class. H e w ent hom e on the quiet. 
T he old folks w ere ou t and his young 
s is te r  did no t recognize him a fte r  ten 
y e a rs ’ absence. He though t to  play a 
Joke, said  he was a trave le r, asked for 
food and bed and paid two dollars for 
th ree  eggs she  cooked him . T hen he 
w en t Into the  garden  fo r a nap.

The old folks cam e hom e and heard 
of the rich  trav e le r whose w allet was 
stuffed w ith notes. "L et us kill him ,” 
suggested  the old wife. B ut R ablusln 
lacked courage, said  he would th ink  of 
it, and w ent to th e  sp irit s to re  to get 
up pluck. H ere he learned  th a t the 
trav e le r was h is own son and had 
come hom e to sh a re  his w ealth  with 
h is fam ily.

Old R ablusln rushed  hom e crying 
ou t to  h is wife. “ Don’t  kill h im ; i t ’s 
ou r son.” H e th en  fainted.

On recovering  h is wife said : "D on't 
bo ther about th e  trave le r, he la dead. 
I polished him off m yself.”

W hen the old man told whom she 
had m urdered , m other and daugh ter 
hanged them selves and old R ablusln 
w ent rav ing  mad. The police found 
Ivan’s body In th e  garden. H is m other 
had s trang led  him as be s le p t

Bache lo r a M o ra l Cow ard.
8t. Louis.—H ear w hat Rev. Louis 

S cott De B urgh sa lth : "T he old bach
e lo r o b s tru c ts  th e  social p leasu res of 
ou r church. W ith th e  soph istry  of a
seasoned dip lom at he Im pedes the 
road of tru e  love, wooing but never 
wedding. H e Is a m oral cow ard.”

DESTROY THE"STORKb

IN  G E R M A N Y  T H E Y  A R E  C O N S ID 

E R E D  E N E M IE S  O F  S P O R T .

Pre jud ice  Is Resulting In T h e ir  Sys
tem atic S laugh te r In P a rts  of the 

Fatherland, and the B ird s  A re  
R ig id ly  E s ln g  Th inned  Out.

No one who has any  delight In 
H ans A ndersen’s ta le s  can hear 
unm oved th a t th e  sto rk  has fa ll
en upon evil tim es. Four years 
ago It was noticed th a t they  w ere 
bu ild ing less on T urk ish  house-tops 
and  th e ir  dim inishing num bers werp 
regarded  by th e  super3 titious O tto
m ans as an evil om en for the fu ture  
of th e  race In Europe. On leaving 
E urope a t the end of sum m er, they  
seem  to p enetra te  fa r down th e  In
te r io r  o f Africa. One th a t had been 
caugh t and m arked In P ru ssia  w as 
cap tu red  In N atal, n ea r Colenso. 
W hethe r the d isappearance of wild 
an im als from South A frica before th e  
advance of the se ttle rs  also affects th e  
s to rk s  Is a  question no t y e t settled .

H ow ever th a t may be, a tten tio n  Is 
being draw n anew  to  th e ir  dw indling 
num bers In Alsace, now th a t they  a re  
ge ttin g  ready to leave for the  south. 
G erm an sc ien tis ts  have ascerta ined  
th a t  they  are  also  getting  few er In 
th e  P ala tina te , H esse, and Franconia. 
T he  country  people a re  m aking va
lia n t efforts to  m ain ta in  th e  num bers 
o f th e ir  v isito rs by p lacing artific ia l 
n e s ts  on th e  roofs of th e ir houses, and  
even  by feeding them  artificially .

B ut th e  sto rks In G erm any have to  
con tend  w ith a  prejudice m ost dif
ficu lt to  eradicate. They a re  looked 
upon as  enem ies of sport. I t  is  tru e  
th a t  they  som etim es raid  th e  fam ilies 
of h a re s  o r find th e ir  food In ponds 
w ell stocked w ith fish. B ut th e  dam 
age th ey  do In th is  w ay Is negligible 
in  com parlslon w ith  th e  g rea t boon 
th ey  confer on farm ers by destroy ing  
m ice and  moles.

If we we are  to  believe th e  G erm an 
o rn itho log ical paper. “M lttellungen 
u b e r die Vogelwelt,” a  bad exam ple 
in  th e  trea tm en t of th is  useful b ird  
h a s  been se t in high places. T he 
G rand Duke of O ldenburg Is said  to  
h ave  given orders fo r the  cu rta iling  of 
th e  num ber of sto rk s in  h is s ta te . 
F ifty  p e r cent, of them  a re  to  be sho t 
down. By depriving th e  fem ale b irds 
o f th e ir  male adm irers, th e  G rand 
D uke hopes to  “cu t down th e  b ir th 
ra te .” The G erm an paper contain ing  
th is  announcem ent p ro tes ts  ag a in s t a  
b a rb a r ity  which deprives v illages of 
th e ir  old-established guests, b u t It 
adds th a t  sim ilar cases a re  reported  
from  U pper F ranconia , w here  th e  
ow ners of sporting  e s ta te s  a re  ac tu a l
ly  com pelling th e  peasan ts  to  rem ove 
th e  s to rk s’ n e s ts  perched  on th e ir  co t
tag e  roofs.

T he paper appeals to  th e  public to  
p u t a  stop  to th is  w ork of destruction . 
In  A lsace happily  such b ru ta l m ethods 
a re  unknow n. T here  th e  b ird  w hich 
sym bolizes such venerable trad itio n s 
is tre a te d  w ith  un iversa l respect.

Couldn’t S tand for W ager.
B aylls S teele, cap ita lis t and prom o

te r , one day becam e Involved in a  d is
p u te  over a  question  of B iblical h is 
tory.

"E lijah  w as a  lucky m an,” he re 
m arked. “In s tead  of being com pelled 
to  linger and die of some u n p leasan t 
d isease, he  w as ca rried  to  heaven In 
a  w hirlw ind.”

“You’re  w rong,” p ro tested  th e  p a rty  
of th e  second pa rt, who happened to  
be afflicted w ith an  Im pedim ent In htB 
speech. “Bay-Bay-lis, you’re  r-r-r- 
w rong. E lijah  w en t to  heaven In a  
ch a rio t of fire.”

“You can ’t  convince me th a t th a t 
good old m an w as s tru ck  by lighting ,” 
re to rte d  Steele, and th e  d ispu te  waxed 
w arm . A fter i t  had raged for som e 
th ree  m inu tes i t  reached  the  betting  
stage.

“B et you I ’m rig h t,” said Steele.
“T-t-t-taken,” said  the p arty  of th e  

second part.
"W hat’ll we be t?” asked Steele.
"W-w-w-well,” s tu tte red  th e  o ther, 

"seeing th a t you d-d-d-don't know any  
m-m-m-more abou t S c rip tu re  than  you 
do, I g-g-g-guess It had b-b-b-better 
be a-a-a Bible.” And S teele  adm its  
th a t  rig h t t t e r e  he backed out.

Bough t and Pa id  For.
“You say th is  is w orth  $5,” said  th e  

w ary custom er. "Now, do you guar
an tee  th a t I'm  ge ttin g  $6 w orth  of 
value for my m oney?”

"Five do llars’ w orth  o f v a lu e !” flash
ed th e  b righ t young clerk . “W hy, m is
ter, fo r every one of them  th ings we 
tu rn  ou t th e re ’s four m iddlem en, sev
enty-eight drum m ers, five banks, tw o 
ra ilroad  pools, e igh teen  advertising  
agencies, seven law yers and 842 bill* 
boards all runn ing  up expense ac
coun ts and adding value to  th a t  th e re  
a rtic le  so fas t th a t  th e  com pany 's 
p rac tica lly  giving you the  34 cen ts 
sp en t on p a ten t royalties, shop up
keep, raw  m ateria l and labor."—Puck.

G etting Even W ith "G reatness.”
" I t is my deligh t to  m eet a  G reat 

M an,” grim ly said th e  Old Codger. *1 
ex trac t a  deal of glee from  having  a 
paunchy, aelf-lm portant, ultra-inflated , 
p rom inent citizen In a  fancy w aistcoat 
announce to  th e  P ersonage; ‘Oh, Sen
a to r  H um shak. p erm it me to  p resen t 
to  you Mr.—e r—Hawhum!* Then, as 
th e  P resence  graciously  g rasp s my 
hand w ith th e  cling ing  c lu tch  of a 
cu ttlefish  and unctuously  rem ark s  th a t 
he  la gul-lad to  see me, I  like  to  no te  
how  It seem s to  galvanize him  Into 
new  life  and causes him  to  subm it 
m e to  In s tan t and keen sc ru tiny , to  
have me Innocently  Inquire: ‘W h a t la 
th e  nam e, p lease?*”

BAD ROADS COST MILLIONS OF DOLLARS ;

T h e  Illu stra tion  show s the type o f  mud road that the recent Peoria  
(III.) convention  w ant elim inated.

CARING FOR ROAD FINANCES

M o st  M ode rn  M ethods U rged  fo r F i
nanc ing  C onstruc tion  and M a in 

tenances of Thorough fa re s.

R ealizing th e  need for the m ost 
m odern m ethods of financing th e  con
s truc tion  and m aintenance of public 
roads In the  U nited S ta tes Lee Mc- 
Clung, tre a su re r  of th e  U nited S ta tes, 
has accepted  an  inv ita tion  to preside 
over th e  finance section  of the 
A m erican Road congress.

In an Interview  Just m ade public 
Mr. McClung calls a tten tio n  to  the 
u rg en t need for the in troduction  of re
form s In the m anagem ent of road 
finances. »

“My observations,” said T reasu re r 
M cClung, "lead  me to  believe th a t In 
com paratively  few in stances Is the 
sam e care  taken  of funds for road Im
provem ent a s  is tak en  by financial In
s titu tio n s  for p rivate  en te rp rises . The 
sam e care  and Judgm ent displayed by 
bankers In m aking investm en ts should 
be show n by s ta te  and local highw ay 
dep artm en ts  in th e  expenditu re  of 
public m oneys for the im provem ent 
and m ain tenance  of roads. Leglsla 
tlon  and regu lation  should so be urged 
In each s ta te  as to provide for the 
levying of road revenues on carefully  
p repared  estim ates, for the Introduc
tion of sim ple yet thorough system s 
of accounting and cost keeping for a 
Bystem of regu lating  bond Issues 
w hich would Insure economy and wise 
business m anagem ent.

"As one of the possib ilities w orth 
considering I m ight sim ply re fe r to 
the  difference betw een the sinking 
fund m ethod and the seria l bond m eth
od as applied to bond Issue— and th e ir 
re la tive  m erits .”

Mr. McClung said th a t he w as very 
m uch gratified to  no te  the activ ities 
of the  various s ta te  bankers associa
tions In th e  good road m ovem ent. He 
believes th a t the financiers of the 
country  have a g rea t deal to  do w ith 
shap ing  th e  road m ovem ent along the 
rig h t lines and he expresses th e  hope 
th a t every s ta te  bankers association  
will have Its rep resen ta tiv es  a t the 
conference on road finances w hich will 
be held a t  th e  A m erican Road con
gress.

CAUSE OF WILT IN APPLES

S k in  Is  R o ugh  and Porous, and Not 
Covered  W ith  Coat of W a x  a s 

O the r Va rie t ie s Are.

E ver since ru sse t apples have been 
grown, says the R ural New Y orker, 
they  have th e  fault of w ilting In sto r
age. I t is constitu tional w ith them . 
T h e ir skin is rough and porous, and 
no t sm ooth and covered w ith a coat 
of wax, as all o th er k inds are. If 
anyone will scrape th e  surface  of an 
o rd inary  apple  w ith a  knife he can 
easily  see th a t a w hite wax Is g a th 
e red  on th e  blade. In some cases It Is 
very  no ticeab le  and may be gathered  
Into a little  ball.

T h is wax may be m ade to  sh ine by 
rubbing th e  apple skin, and th is Is 
often done by retail fru it deale rs and 
exhib ito rs a t  fairs, to  enhance th e ir 
beauty. But it lessens th e ir  keeping 
quality , because of tak ing  off some of 
n a tu re ’s p ro tective covering. The 
ru sse ts  have a lm ost none of It, and 
th e re fo re  th e ir  In ternal m oisture o r 
Juices easily  pass o u t  The way to  
p rsv en t th e  w ilting Is by sto ring  the 
•p p le i  In a  very dam p place. But It 
m ust be cool as well, or th e  apples 
w ill ripen  and rot.

Sp lit  Log  Drag.
The sp lit log drag  la by fa r th e  

m ost Im portan t im plem ent yet de
vised for m ain tenance of ea rth  roads. 
T he drag, besides leveling out th a  
rough places lu the roads, packs th a  
m ateria l of th e  surface and In reality  
converts It Into a layer of brick which 
w ith each successive use of th e  tool 
becom es th ick e r snd there fo re  re s is ts  
th a  traffic to  a  g rea te r degree.

BAD ROADS CAUSE BIG WASTE

D ec lares Th a t $35,000 Be Loet In llll-
nola U n le t i  Antiquated M ethods 

A re  Changed.

B ankers, farm ers, autom oblllsts, ed
ucato rs, labor and business men from 
all over Illinois m et a t Peoria  the oth
e r  day and approved unanim ously a  
genera l program  for "pulling Illinois 
ou t of the mud."

A fter th ree  rousing m eetings they  
p repared  a  resolution  to the next s ta te  
leg isla tu re  se ttin g  out th e  lines on 
w hich they  th ink  state* legislation  
should be based.

T he Illinois highw ay Im provem ent 
com m ission, which called the m eeting, 
declared  $55,000,000 will be w asted In 
Illinois during th e  next tw enty  years 
un less the  p resen t an tiquated  m eth
ods a re  changed.

To p reven t th is w aste  th e  confer
ence urges the crea tion  of a sm all 
s ta te  railw ay com m ission to  replace 
th e  p resen t arm y of local com m ission
ers, m ore ac tive ass is tance  by the 
s ta te  for the tru n k  lines, and m ore ac
tive Insistence by the public on good 
roads.

It is proposed th a t p risoners In th e  
s ta te  p en iten tia ries  be used no t only 
for the p repara tion  of road building 
m ateria ls, as a t p resen t, but, If possi
ble, for actual construction  w ork 
th rough  th e  sta te .

I t Is proposed to follow the Colora
do m ethod, using the honor Bystem, 
and sending the  gangs ou t w ith 
gu ards.

The legislation  recom m ended by the 
conference would provide;

S ta te  and county co-operation In the 
construction  and  m ain tenance of 
main highw ays and bridges.

A nonpolitical s ta te  highw ay com
m ission of a t leas t th ree  com peten t 
m em bers, who shall devote th e ir  en 
tire  tim e to th e ir  duties.

Im provem ent In such counties as 
e lec t to come under the provisions of 
the  law, of m ain, continuous Inter- 
county h ighw ays connecting  county  
sea ts  and o th e r Im portan t cities, prin
cipally a t th e  expense of th e  s ta te  and 
county ; such roads to be selected  and 
Im proved by county au tho rities, sub
jec t to  th e  approval of the s ta te  h igh
way com m ission and a fte r  Im prove
m en t to  be tu rn ed  over to  the  s ta te  
for perpetual m aintenance.

Im provem ent, m ain tenance, and con
tro l of rem ain ing  roads (abou t 80 per 
cen t of the  w hole) under supervision 
of county and tow nship  au thorities.

E ffective m easures to  g u aran tee  
m ain tenance  a f te r  roads a re  once con
structed .

U se of th e  s ta te  autom obile ta r , to 
g e th e r w ith such o ther funds as the 
leg is la tu re  m ay appropria te . In th e  Im
provem ent of highw ays.

U se of s ta te  p risoners—u nder s ta te  
d irec tion—on an honor system . In 
ac tua l road w ork when practicab le .

P aym ent of «11 road taxes In cash.
Com pulsory dragging of a ll ea rth  

roada.
P roper construction  and guard ing  of 

crossings a t ra ilroads and In tersection
of s tre e t and highw ays.

T he "p la tfo rm " of the  conference In
cludes reso lu tions in favor of federal 
aid for postroads and national high
ways, and calls a tten tion  of Illinois 
congressm en to  th is position. I t was 
devised by the com m ittee  headed by 
W. G. E dens of the C entral T rust 
com pany, p residen t of the association.

Jesse  T aylor o f Jam estow n, O., told 
th e  the convention the difference b e  
tw een hauling  cost in Belgium and 
A m erica, 13 cen ts  a mile, m eant a 
w aste  of $137,500,000 In th is y e a r’s 
farm  crops alone.

“T hink  about It," he said, “and then 
do som ething, w ork for local aid and 
s ta te  and federal aid. Joe Cannon be- 
lleves In federal aid now, becauae he’s 
heard  from  home, and If he can be re»  
cued by the folks a t home you ought 
to  do aom ethlng for the o th er aln- 
nera .”

T he fa rm era’ view point waa p re se n t 
ad by A. H. G rout, head of th e  Illinois 
F arm era’ In e tltu te ; labor’a, by Edwin 
R. W right, s ta te  federation  prealden t; 
th e  b an k ers’, by R. F H arris  and 
John  D. Phillips, old and new heada of 
th e  s ta te  association , and H. E. Bradt, 
th e ir  good roada chairm an.

Prun ing  G rapes In Fall.
G rapes a re  pruned In th e  fall; na- 

nally  a half to  tw o-thtrda of the  new 
grow th Is taken  off—depending on the 
system  of tra in in g  th a t is used—and 
In no rthern  e ta tea  the p lan ts a re  laid 
on th e  ground and covered w ith earth  
In much the sam e way as raspberries.


