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The use of fertilizers in pear culture
wijulres  mwost  careful consideration
judgment. Lands naturally fertile

loamy solls so common In prairie
eglons, cleared forest lands and clay-
¥ solls baving marl in their composi-

1nd
viz

lon—should not be enriched. Tillable
tuds that will grow a good crop of
orn nre suficlently fertile for the pear
ree. When the pear orchard begins to

from continuous fruit
rops a light dressing of wood ashes or
rotted stable manure may prove
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greatest drawback to pear eulture.
Use of Commercial Fertilizer.
A commercinl  fertilizer containing
1% to 2 per cent of nitrogen, 7 to O

pier cent of avallable phosphorie acld

tndd 10 to 12 per cent of potash will
give good results on land that is defi
lent in these elements when applied

I (quuntity ranging from 400 to 600
pounds per acre,

I'or sections south of about the for-
ty-first parallel of latitude the fall s
undoubtedly the best season for plant-
Ing, but for most of the territory north
of this Hne spring planting is safer.

It Is as lmportant with the pear as
with any other kind of frult tree that
the land, whether for standards or
dwarfs, be well and thoroughly pre-
pared by plowing and stirring the soll
and subsoll deeply before planting.

The preparation can best be done in
the fall, as the effect of freezing and
thawing the ground through the win-
ter improves the soll by pulverizing It.

An excellent plan is to plow the
ground In lands in the direction that
will afford the best drainage, back-
furrowing with a heavy plow and
leaving the dead furrows where the
rows of trees are to be set. It I8 well

to break up the bottom of this dead
furrow by running a subsoll plow
through It two or three times, glving
it a good stirring.

A good distance for planting- stand
ard pear trees Is 15 by 30 feet—that is,
the rows are thirty feet apart and the

trees fifteen feet apart in the rows.
Another plan is to plant the trees
twenty feet apart each way. This dis-
tanee will afford free circulation of

air and abundanece of sunlight, both of
which gre essentinl to success.
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ing and to gather the fruit,
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One Year Trees Best.
Strong, well rooted one-year-old trees
are preferable to any other age, wheth
standard or dwarf. [If early fruit-

er

fulness Is desired dwarfs are pref
able, but It should be borpe in mind
that such trees are usually shorter |

lived and seldom attaln large size. For
these reasons they are better adapted
to small lots or to garden purposes
On the other hand, If longevity of
larger slze and capacity for pro

ducing heavier crops are desired stand-

ards should be planted

I'ears vary in thelr season of ripen-
Ing, so that if proper attention s given
to the selection of varleties and to care
ful bapdling and storing the pear
Erower muy
market from midsummer untll March.
Some varletles of pear are Infertile

themselves, and therefore varieties
in planting In
order to Insure fruitfulness,
than two rows of one variety should be

vy

should be Intermingled

planted together, alternnting with some

AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT.
Governor West of Oregon Is sponsor
for an experiment In the employment
of convicts In permanent rond build-
fng in the state that is not oonly
unique. but commeundable, both from
the standpoiot of the welfare of the
convicts empioyed and the building of

permanent highways at a minimum

cost. The men—there are some thirty
of them In the group referred to—are
what the governor calls his *“honor
squad” and bave been hired out to
the contractor having In charge the
bullding of the state highway to the
famous Crater lake. in the southern

part of the state. Their camp bas
been placed In a picturesque spot on
the Nogue river, aud here the men are
today laboring contentedly and health-
fully. with no one to look after them
but the overseer who |8 superintending
the work The men are comfortably
housed, well fed and recelve 25 cents
a day besides for the labor, The plan
seems to offer a happy solution of the
“bad man good roads problem™ and is

deserving of the carefulest Investiga-
tion by those who are Interested not

ouly in bullding permanent highways
at o minimum cost, Lut, what s even
mwore lmportant, redeeming and ftting
for citizenship the myriads at present
confined in prisons, at once a source
of heavy expense and usually a men-
ace to soclety when released.

SOME CORNHUSKING.
Each fall as corn picking time rolls |
around muoch interest is shown In the

husking records made in different parts
of the corn belt. Within the past few
weeks all previous records have gone

mering The Ilast week in No-
vemmber a gruellng husking contest
wins pulled off near Percival, In Fre-

mont, the southwest county of lowa

The contestants were Bert Van Hou
ten. n resident of the county, and Earl
Neely of Nebraska City, Nebh. Spice

wns ndded to the contest owing to the
fact that Van Houten had a short tUme

defeated Neely in a busking
match and the further fact that each
had wagered $500 that he could defeat
the other. At the end of ten hours

Neely had to his credit 231 bushels and
fifty pounds of corn, while Van Hou
ten had husked in the same period 230
busheis and thirty pounds. DBut if re
are correct performances
were put In the shade by Clande Wil
son of Silver City, in IFremont counry,

ports these

who, without a pacemaker, husked 251 |
bushels and thirty-nine pounds of corn
in teh hours. all ears thrown over the |
wagon being pleked up and the corn
being as free from husks as avernge
corn When one takes into account
that seventy-five or eighty bushels Is

considered a very good day's work it
can be the better appreciated what the

| above records mean

|
| that birds, especlally the canary

ANOTHER SERVICE,

Birds, the little friends to which
mankind is already bheavily in debt for
song and destruction of insect
are being put to a new and interesting
use which It 1s belleved will stlll fur-
ther safeguard buman life Experi
ments which bhave been conducted by
the federal department of mines show

pests,

will

droop or succumb almost immediarely

when introduced into a mine in which
foul gases have been produced as the

result of an explosion, while a healthy
| man may not feel the effects of the
fou! air for about eight minutes. ‘The

have fruit for his table or |
| in rescue work in mines,

NO more |

other variety that Is consldered a good |

pollinlzer It may be sald, however,
that self fertile varieties under some
conditions may become self sterile un-
der other conditwns
I'orough and frequent stirring of
the ground between the rows with a
cultivator should be done during the
early part of the growing season or
from early spring untll July 1, when
cultivation should cease so that the
new growth of weod may harden up
sutliciently to endure the wluter tem-
perature
After the trees have attained suffi
clent slze and age to commence fruit
cultivation may be discontinued
for awhile and the land seeded to clo
er I'his cover crop will check the
Il growth the trees and bring
! nto bearing v than If cultd
Is continued If the clover is
i © fall on the ground Instead
ont and removing Iit, it will act
mnl and serve to retaln mols-
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If tl ractice of sowing cover ecrops
ind turning them under is continoed
vear to year the land will grad
¥ be enriched ar the soll main

roper physical condition

birds are to be used by those engnged
the birds be
ing kept in eages and watched closely
If the birds are noticed drooping the
rescuers take warning and either re
trace their steps or put on their oxy
gen helmets.

HOME CURED BACON.

Those who relish home cured baron
will interested In the following
recipe: After the butchering all of the
animal heat
out of the wment, best results
it should not to freeze
Each plece to be cured should be rub
bed with salt and allowed to drain
overnight All should then be pack
ed In a clean barrel or large stone jar,
the thicker pieces at the bottom. For
each 100 pounds of meat there should
be weighed out elght ponnds of salt
two pounds of sugar and one ounce of
saltpeier. This should be dissolved in
four gullons of water and poured over
the meat cold The meat should then
be welghted with a stone to keep it
under the brine. In from five to seven
weeks, depending upon the size of the
pleces. the meat may be hung up and
smoked
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COSTLY CARELESSNESS.

In the ralsing of hogs all too often
the value of ano excellent ration
largely or entirely offset by improper
quarters. Especially is this true as re
gards the winter care of brood sows
A farmer with whom the writer was
talking the other day In speaking of
his past season's operatlons mentioned
losing practically all his little pigs last
spring. and In discussing this loss It
developed that the trouble was not due
to feeding the sows an lmproperly bal
anced (largely corm) ration, but to the
fact that the shelter provided for the
sows left them exposed to the damp
ness and cold, enused them to pile up,
and dead little plgs were the result

THISTLE EXPERT WANTED.
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Absolutely Safe and Reliable

The Bankers & Merchants Mutual Fire Association

Of Forest Grove, Oregon

Company That Has Made Good. Insure Your
Business or Dwelling in The
Bankers & Mcrc%\anls
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Is Our Motto

and we endeavor to live up to
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Conducted on Economic and Business Principles. The Home

Phone Main 701
South Main Street, Forest Grtive, Ore.

|
Fresh Vegetables Every Day |
i
‘ ]!
Log Cabin Bread Amber and COFFEE i'
Fresh Each Murning Golden Gate ::
i
Neat P rinting
is something every business man
desires when he orders station-
. ery. Neat appearing business
letter heads, Pm'v]nlnr_fs. state-
ments, bill heads, cards, etc., are
what can be had from the Press
Fublishing Co.  Neat printing
i

ELECTRIC
POWER

Cheapest and Best

Washington-Oregon
Corporation.




