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The War Fifty Years Ago
Confederate Attack at Fort Donelson, Tenn.— Bold 

Attempt to Recover Ground Captured by Grant In 
February, 1862— Cavalry Under General Wheeler 
and General Forrest Surround the Garrison— Gallant 
Defense by Troops Under General A. C. Harding. 
Demands to Surrender Refused —  Hints of “ No 
Quarter"— The Assailants Driven Off With Heavy 
Loss— Grant's Dilemma at Vicksburg.

W. F.
Feed Mill will run every 

day in the week.
Wholesale and Retail

Bran,Shorts, Rolled Oats, Ground 
Oats, Ground Wheat, Cracked 
Wheat, Cracked Corn, Whole 
Wheat and Corn, Middlings and 
several kinds of Hard Wheat 
Flour, Sack Twine and Sacks, 
Hay and Vetch Seed.

Give us a call when in need.

By Captain CEO. L. K IL M E R . L it«  U. S. V.

W HEN the first ann iversary  of 
(1 run t's cap ture  of F o rt Don- 
elson, Feb. 1(1, 18(12, drew  
near G eneral Joseph W heel

er and General N. B. Forrest se t out 
a t the head of the ir cavalry bauds to 
retake th a t vuluable stronghold. The 

| C onfederates had never recovered 
from the chagrin caused throughout 
the south by the loss of the key to 

I Tennessee.
As the cam paign stood In th e  w est 

a t the beginning of F ebruary , 1803, the 
recovery of Donelson m ight reverse 
the whole m ilitary situation . G eneral 
U. S. G ran t was tied up w ith his Vicks-
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trenches, but H ard ing  safely  w ithdrew  
his men and guns to  a sho rte r line. 
To p reven t the rem oval o f th e -g u n s  
the C onfederates aim ed a t  the horses 
and shot dow n all but th e  wheel team  
of one piece. A fter seeing the o ther 
guns safe  the cannoneers re tu rned  In 
the face of W harton 's ourush lng  line 
to recover the one In danger. C utting  
loose the four dead an im als, th e  d river 
mounted, bu t the off horse w«s In
stan tly  shot, leaving th e  gun helpless. 
The cannoneers fought w ith  ram m ers 
and spikes uutU overpow ered.

M eanwhile the Illinois men poured a 
biting rifle fire upon th e  charging 

i ranks. F o rrest’s horse w as shot and
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burg projects on the M ississippi, and 
G eneral W. 8 Rosecrnus, the Federal 

| com m ander In Tennessee, had Ills 
match in General B raxton Bragg, 
whose arm y w intered w llhlng strik ing  
distance of Nashville. N ashville was 
the base of Rosecrans' arm y, and Its 

[ fa te  would follow that of Donelson.
Fort Donelson guarded (lie Cum ber

land river below N ashville and had 
originally been built by th e  Confeder
a tes to bar the river against Federal 
warships. A fter G rant captured It and 
Nashville fell w ith It, to become a F ed
eral arm y base, the post w as s tren g th 
ened In order to protect the chaunel 
for supply ships going up to Nashville. 
T he garrison consisted of the Eighty- 
third Illinois Infantry , F lood's Illinois 
ba ttery  and C aptain von M lnden's 
company o f the F ifth  Iowa cuvalry, 
about 800 men.

Demand For Surrender.
D uring th e  forenoon of Feb. 3 a clU 

sen brought word to Colonel A. C. 
H arding, com m andant of the post, th a t 
the C onfederates were coming H ard 
ing prepared to fight. The position 
w as surrounded by a ridge, which he 
crow ned w ith  four rifled grin* nnd 
placed Ills men a t the w eakest |K>lnts 
on Ills line of defense. The guns could 
sw eep th e  outside of th e  breastw orks, 
and lie relied chiefly upon their execu
tion to repulse a charge. At 1:30 p. m 
a flag of tru ce  cam e to  the lines w ith 
the following ringing sum m ons to sur 
render:
To th e  C om m and ing  Officer a t  F o r t  D on

elson :H av in g  Invested  F o rt D onelson w ith  a 
fo rce  sufficient to  ta k e  It and  desirin g  to p re v e n t th e  effusion of blood, we h av e  th e  
honor to dem and  an  Im m ed ia te  and  u n 
conditional su rre n d e r  of th e  fo rt w ith  all th e  forces, s to res, etc. I f  you su rre n d e r  you will be t re a te d  a s  p riso n ers  o f w ar; 
If not, you m ust sb ld e  th e  consequences.JUSKP11 W H K K l.K R , C hief C om m ander 

N R. F O R R E S T , C om m and ing  C ava lry  Division.JO H N  A W H A RTO N . 
C om m and ing  C ava lry  D ivision.

The reply wns couched In few er 
word», but left no doubt as to the 
•jd rlt of the  w riter. It rend:

I decline  le  ewnvnder th e  fo rces under 
m v com m and or th e  poet w ith o u t a n  e f 
fo r t  to  defend them .A C. H A R D !N O , Colonel C om m and ing

F orrest had w ith him 800 men. snd 
W harton 's force num bered 2.1*0 »a 
tiers Both column* attacked  sim ul
taneously. Throe C onfederate b a tte r
ies rained shots upon the Federal* 
raking th e  line lengthwise. In hts 
first ru th  Forrest carried  tb s  ou ter

fell w ith his rider. Supposing their 
leader killed, the troopers turned  and 
fled.

W ith the repulse of Forrest, H ard 
ing's men again occupied the old lines.
A th irty-tw o pounder siege gun wns 
brought to  bear upon the threatened 
point and double shotted w ith cauister. ■ 
F orrest’s men rushed forw ard, to tie 
m et w ith the can ister a t ten paces. 
Colonel McNair of Forrest's staff and \ 
several o ther officers, together with 
scores of men. fell. H arding hod 
m assed 300 tuen on the ridge near the 
guns.

Forrest Sounds the Retreat.
A gainst tills new line Forrest rode 

w ith a dozen men of his escort to with- j 
In th irty  paces. But bis brigade had 
been wiped o u t  A second tim e bis i 
horse wns shot under him, and the 1 
stu rdy  tighter, who all along had op
posed the a ttack , reluctuutly  sounded 
the ret rent.

W harton 's a ttack  wns not less des- 
IKTate than  th a t o f Forrest, but owing 
to the  form ation of the ground and 
the lines In tha t qu a rte r th e  defenders 
kept the assa ilan ts a t a distance. Aft- 1 
er the loss of the gun Colonel H arding 
sent tw o more pieces Into action 
against W harton. H is In fan try  In their 
rifle pits w ithstood the assau lts  of en
emies outnum bering them ten to one.

D uring the heat of W harton 's a ttack  
Colonel H nrdlng strip|x*d the line 
around the siege gun w here Forrest 
bad been checked w ith fearfu l ca r
nage of Its defenders nnd sent them to 
the points of danger. T h a t w as For
rest's opiKirtunlty. but hts brigade wns 
out o f the tight for good

Ho rapid had been the firing of the 
Federal Infantry  th a t th e ir am m u
nition wns nearly exhausted. The 
only reserve supply a t the post was In 
a section th a t had been cu t off by the 
charging Confederates from the mnln 
part of the garrison around the siege 
gun nnd near Colonel H arding 's head
quarters Three out of nine of the Illi
nois companies were In rifle pits near 
the am m unition. Adjoining these were 
some rifle pits which had been aban
doned early In the fight

Second Demand to Surrender.
Ju s t a t anndown the Illinoisans at 

headquarters arose from th e ir p its 
with s yell snd started  a t double quick 
for th e ir am m unition. T he Confeder
ates who lay In the pathw ay ran from 
the fletd w ithout an a ttem pt at resist- 
a nee, and when darkness fell the  garri
son held the sam e w orks as a t  the 
opening of the attack .

" Soon a fte r^ d a rf  Wneeler again sum
moned Colonel H ard ing  to surrender, 
saying that he had not yet put half hU 
force lato action and would renew the 
attack. Again H arding spurned the 
Idea of yielding.

B ut the danger w as not over. F o r
rest had penetrated  w ith in  sho rt can 
ister range of the siege gun in his bold
est charge, and the advance line of 
the enemy lay w ithin 100 yard s of the 
m ain rifle pits. The guns w ere short 
of friction primers, and the siege piece, 
being too heavy to remove, w as spiked 
and abandoned.

A council was held In th e  C onfeder
ate bivouac which decided to  suspend 
the attack. Later, w ord reached 
W heeler thut a fleet of tran sp o rts  was 

¡coming up the river loaded w ith  F ed
eral troops and convoyed by six  gun- 

! boats which, tow ard  the end of the 
fight, had aided the Federals. W arned 
by th is and the stubbornness of the 
defense, he ordered a general re treat. 
Colonel H arding’s loss in b a ttle  w as 
sixty-four killed and wounded, a  trifle 

, In comparison w ith th a t o f th e  Con
federates. W harton 's com m and lost 
eighty-five killed nnd w ounded and 
F o rrest's  over 200.

Grant’s Plight at Vicksburg.
j The rainy m idw in ter fifty years ago 
overtook G ran t’s arm y In th e  low bot
tom lands of the Mississippi, th e  roads 

• of w hich w ere subm erged in places to  
| such an ex ten t as to p reven t all move

m ents over them . V icksburg, In front, 
w as unassailable by d irect a ttack , and 
the problem w as to tu rn  Its flank by 
m eans of canals, creeks and  bayous.

By the V icksburg canal and  the Lake 
Providence route It wns Intended to 
tu rn  the enem y's left flank; by the 
Yazoo pass route and a  route subse- | 
quently  a ttem pted  through Steele’s | 
bayou, both north  and n o rtheast of 
Vicksburg, it  w as Intended to  tu rn  his j 
right flank. The efforts of the Federal 
arm y nnd navy throughout th e  m onth 
of February  w ere d irected  w ith unre
m itting nnd assiduous labor to these 
flanking projects over w ater.

The work on the canal across the 
peninsula opposite V icksburg w as pros
ecuted m ainly by Sherm an’s corps. 
Dredge boats w ere brought to  assist 
the labors of th e  troops, and  It w as 
planned to excavate a w aterw ay  sixty 
feet wide and nine deep. T he exca
vation was nearly  completed when the 
river rose suddenly, broke down the 
barrier a t the upper end and flooded 
the whole peninsula, driving the troops 
on to the levee to escape drow ning.

The direction of the canal w as such, 
however, th a t th is  body of w ate r sim- ! 
ply flooded its  banks, bu t produced no 
scour through It. A fter this, w ork w as j 
continued for about tw o weeks by the | 
dredge boats, but the Confederate 
shore batteries soon got the range of 
the la tte r so accurately th a t they were 
driven off, and  w ork on the canal was 
then abandoned.

Opening Yazoo Pass.
The Yazoo pass project w as the most 

favorable of all and for a tim e gave 
promise’ of definite results. Nearly op
posite H elena, Ark., the  d istance from J 
the M ississippi river to the C oldw ater 
ts only ten miles in a s tra ig h t line, j 
nnd along th is line runs a w inding 
bayou called the  Yazoo pass. T he Cold- ! 
w ater, T allahatch ie  and Yazoo riv 
ers a re  all navigable for light d ra f t 
boats, and through th is pass in form er 
tim es wns the d irect route o f nav iga
tion from  Memphis to Yazoo city. The 
bottom lands being, however, lower 
than  the surface of the Mississippi In 
high w ater, some years prior to  the 
w ar a substan tia l levee nearly  a hun
dred feet thick and eighteen feet high 
had been built across the Yazoo pass 
In o rder to reclaim  the overflowed land j 

T his levee destroyed the use of tills 
pass as a navigable route, i t  w as now

3  by P a tr io t  P u b lish in g  com pany.
QRNKHAL A. C. HARDINO. U. S. A.. COM

MAN D ANT AT THE DEFENSE OF FOliT
DONELSON.

desired to restore  It. nnd the problem 
wns simply to cu t the levee nnd a l
low th e  w ater to  resum e its  form er 
course. Colonel J. H Wilson of G ran t's  
staff accom plished this on Feb 3, and 
the w ater Im m ediately rushed through 
In a to r re n t

On the 7th th e  cu rren t had so fa r 
subsided th a t a gunboat w as able to 
en te r the pn«s. when It w as discov
ered th a t although the channel wns 
deep enough It wns greatly obstructed 
by overhanging trees, large num bers 
of which had been felled by th e  Con
federates w ithin the last few  days. 
The pass ns well as th e  C oldw ater ran 
through a dense forest and tt had re
quired but a few m inutes' labor to  cut 
down trees, form ing obstructions 
which could not be removed In several 
days Additional troops w ere a t once 
brought over from Helena and se t to 
work rem oving these obstructions.
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