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AN OPEN LETTER.

CITIZENS OF FFOREST GROVE

The News-Times devoted nearly all its editorial space last week
It dismisses many
personalities my well intentioned effort to place important facts in
You are told
that my pagein the Forest Grove Press of Nov. 28, is only a “long
winded article,”” which should be dismissed because only $25
was allowed for porch lights, NOTHING was allowed for porch
lights in the report by council

and the week before to my humble self, with

your possession, where you could make comparison,

I know that the city book-keeping is a complicated thing to
read. Consequently it from my intent to imply that the
report of the City Finance Committee was purposely jockeyed to
make a fine showing. Nothing has been said to provoke the
venom slowly creeping into this matter. My company sells elec-
tricity, I am in the Grove solely for the purpose of securing busi-
ness in a business manner. There to make this a
political affair. If necessary that can be done, but it is quite need-
Neither myself or my company have the power to deprive
Forest Grove of a PROFITABLE electrie plant, but we have the
to profitable

1s far

18 no desire

less,

power to solieit business in the Grove and offer a

contract to its citizens.

We are now more than ordinarly certain that your city electrie
plant is not making the profit normal to the business, and would
thorough auditing of the city before
become too iuvolved to straighten out, 1

they
personally con-
tribute most generously to the expense of a thorough audit cover-

C. W. HiLL.

Kindly permit me a few comments upon the editorials which
are referred to in my letter above,

suggest a accounts

should

ing several years.

Forty-seven are lights in Hillsboro equal in lighting effect,

four-hundred and twenty-three incandescent lamps. Forest Grove
has eighty-six lamps and no are lights,

Hillsboro does not charge $1.50 for a |=»-n-i. light,
are on a

All lights

neter and the av for ALL lights

erage cost per residence

including porch light is UNDER $1.05 per month., Many are
under the Minimum of 75,

A porch light burning from dusk until daylight costs $1.44 for
sixteen hours at12cents K. W.  Ten hours of this is wasted by

the house holder and is only PARTIALLY useful to the people

who use the street.

One-hundred porceh lights represent abont sixth of the
Would it be good to stop the WASTE
on 100 porches and light the streets hetter

one

residences in the Grove, not

Porch lights burning from dark s under
thirty cents per month on meter. When the

know you have retired for the night and you have the satisfaction

light is callers

of knowing not a party to the waste of electricity.

lliHH}HII'H can 1

you are

1stly charge a high flat rate because

anyone can

have a meter free on request. Forest Grove charees a high flat
rate and the citizen must save himself from overcharge by

BUYING a meter,

The Washington-Oregon Corporation spends more money in
Hillsboro than the Cil lectrie Plant in the Grove can earn in
actual profits

The avment b Hillsboro represents their entire I'l'ﬁiul]l.\'i-

bility, Inreturn it receives light and taxes upon our plant. It
profits from the money we spend there, It gains by contact with
alarger business field,

The ELEMEMT OF RISK in the eleetric business was illus-
trated by the TWO aceidents whieh destroyed our plant in Forest
Grove and in Cornelin The same thing ean happen to vour ctiy

by t 1 . ¥ II | irint I} Y ¢ 1 . i‘ Y
hat becomes of lighting and profit’

plant. 1f it
The loss

. unusual. YET
THE INTE

Current

f TWO plants in three

RRUPTION TO SERVI(

lays is most

{
‘X was not serious.

was restored with only a few hours interruption.
If weare handling a larger proportion of the business in the
Grove these aceidents would have cost us less in damage and in-

terruption for the reason that our plant would be larger and men
closer to the trouble.
C. W. HiL, for the Washington-Oregon Corporation. adv.,




