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TAFTS MESSAGE DELIVERED
President Recommends Tariff Reforms 

and Parcels Post, and Urges 
Ship Subsidy Measure.

strength, the canal greatly Increases the i I am aware that this is inviting from  the 
trade facilities o ' the United States. It | Senate a concession in respect to its quasi- 
will undoubtedly cheapen the rates of trans-| executive powers that is considerable, but I 
portation in all fre ight between the eastern j believe it^to be in the interest o f good ad- 
and western seaboard and it will greatly ! ministration and efficiency o f service. To 
inc rease that trade by reason of the reduc- j make this change would take the posi­
tion in its cost. Then, i f  we are to have masters out o f politics; would relieve Con- 
a world canal, and if we are anxious that j gressmen who are now burdened with the 
the routes of the world’ s trade shall be necessity o f making recommendations for 
through the Panama Canal, we must rec- the places o f a responsibility that must be

The year has been notable as witnessing 
the pacific settlement of two Important in­
ternational controversies before the perma­
nent court of The Hague. The arbitration 
o f the fisheries dispute between the United 
States and Great Britain, which lias been 
the source o f nearly continuous diplomatic 
correspondence since the fisheries conven­
tion of 1818, has given an award which is 
satisfactory to both parties.

The tribunal constituted at The Hague 
by the governments of the United States 
and Venezuela has completed its delibera 
tions and has rendered an award in the 
case o f the Orinoco Steamship Company 
against Venezuela.

The United States proposed that the in­
ternational prize court, when established, 
should be endowed with the functions of 
an arbitral court o f Justice under and pur­
suant to the recommendation adopted by 
the last Hague conference. The replies re­
ceived from  the various powers to this pro­
posal inspire the hope that this also may 
be accomplished within the reasonably near 
future.

Congress at its last session passed a law 
providing for the appointment o f a com­
mission of five members fo r the purpose of 
lim iting the armaments o f the nations of 
the world by international agreement, 
have not yet made appointments to thi 
commission because I have invited and am 
awaiting the expressions o f foreign govern 
ments as to their willingness to co-operate 
with us in the appointment o f sim ilar com 
missions.

Several important treaties have been ne 
gotlated with Great Britain in the past 12 
months. A preliminary diplomatic agree­
ment has been reached regarding the arbi­
tration of pecuniary claims which each gov­
ernment has against the other. The con­
vention, concluded January 11. 1001», be­
tween the United States and Great Britain, 
providing for the settlement o f international 
differences between the United States and 
Canada, including the apportionment be 
tween the two countries of certain o f the 
baundary waters and the appointment of 
commissioners to adjust certain other ques­
tions, has been ratified by both governments 
and proclaimed.

In November last the monarchy of For 
tugal was overthrown, a provisional repub­
lic was proclaimed and there was set up 
de facto government which was promptly 
recognized by the United States for pur­
poses of ordinary intercourse pending for 
mal recognition by this and other powers. 
The new kingdom of Montenegro also was 
recognized.

The negotiations which have been under 
taken for the amelioration of the condi­
tions found in Liberia by the American com­
mission are being brought to conclusion.

Relations with $11 Latin-America are 
satisfactory, their cordiality being mani­
fested by the receptions accorded to spe­
cial Embassies cent to the centennial 
celebrations of Argentina, Chile and 
Mexico. The International Bureau of 
American Republics Is doing a broad and 
useful work. The successful mediation 
of the dispute between Peru and Ecuador 
has proven the value of cordial co-opera­
tion.

Negotiations regarding the refunding of 
the bonded debt of Honduras have been 
under way for more than a year, and it 
Is now confidently believed, he says, that 
a short time will suffice to conclude an 
arrangement which will be satisfactory 
to foreign creditors and eminently ad­
vantageous to Honduras.

The President then reviews the rebel­
lion in Nicaragua and “ the unwarranted 
execution of two American citizens who 
had regularly enlisted In the ranks of 
the revolutionists,”  which involved the 
breaking off of all diplomatic relations 
with the Zelaya government, and adds:

The moderation and conciliatory spirit 
shown by the various factions g ive ground 
for the confident hope that Nicaragua will 
soon take Its rightfu l place among the law- 
abiding and progressive countries o f the 
world.

It gratifies me exceedingly to announce 
that the Argentine Republic some months 
ago placed with American manufacturers 
a contract for the construction o f two battle­
ships and certain additional naval equip­
ment. The extent o f this work and its im ­
portance to the Argentine Republic make 
the placing o f the bid an earnest o f friendly 
feeling toward the United States.

U n iversa l app lication  has been g iven  
by negotia tion , fo llo w e d  by 134 p roc la ­
m ations “ em bracin g the en tire  com m er­
c ia l w orld ,”  to the m inim um  ta r iff clause. 
T h e  m essage continues:

Marked advantages to the commerce of 
the United States were obtained through 
these tariff settlements. Foreign nations 
are fully cognizant o f the fact that under 
section two of the tariff act the President 
Is required, whenever he is satisfied that 
the treatment accorded by them to the 
products of tho United States is not such 
ns to entitle them to the benefits of the 
minimum tariff o f the United States, to 
w ithdraw those benefits by proclamation, 
g iving »0 days' notice, a fter which the 
maximum tariff w ill apply to their dutiable

means
course.

o f the world’s commercial

Quite aside from the commercial aspee»,

can we find the seafaring population neces­
sary as a natural naval reserve and where 
could we find, in case o f war, the trans­
ports and subsidiary vessels without which 
a naval fleet is arms without a body? For 
many reasons I cannot too strongly urge 
upon the Congress the passage o f a measure 
by mail subsidy or other subvention ade­
quate to guarantee the establishment and 
rapid development o f an American mer­
chant marine, the restoration o f the Am eri­
can flag  to its ancient place upon the seas.

The extension of civil service rules to 
the Consuls and the gradual acquisition 
of diplomatic residences abroad are ad­
vised.

Every effort has been made by each de­
partment chief to reduce the estimated cost 
o f his department for the ensuing fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1912. These estimates 
present the smallest sum which w ill main­
tain the departments, bureaus and offices 
o f  the Government and meet its other 
obligations under existing law. and a cut 
of these estimates would result in embarrass 
ing the executive branch of the Government 
in the performance of its duties. This re 
mark does not apply to the rivers and bar 
bors estimate, except, to those fo r expenses 
o f maintenance and the meeting of onliga 
tions, under authorized contracts, nor does ii 
apply to the public buildings t i l l  nor the 
Navy building programme.

The President says that “ as an in­
come-producing measure the existing 
tariff bill never has been exceeded by 
any customs bill in the history of the 
country.”  He continues:

The corporation excise tax, proportioned 
to the net income of every business corpora­
tion in the country, has worked well. The 
tax has been easily collected. Its prompt 
payment indicates that the incidence o f the 
tax has not been heavy. It offers, more­
over, an opportunity fo r knowledge by the 
Government of the general condition and 
business o f all corporations and that means 
by far the most important part o f the busi­
ness of the country. In the original act pro­
vision was made for the publication o f re ­
turns. This provision was subsequently 
amended by Congress and the m atter left 
to the regulation o f the President. I  have 
directed the issue o f the needed regulations 
and have made it possible for the public 
generally to know from  an examination of 
the record, the returns of all corporations, 
the stock o f which is listed on any public 
stock exchange or is offered for sale to the 
general public. The returns of those cor 
porations whose stock is not so o ffered for 
sale are directed to be open to the inspec­
tion and examination of creditors and stock­
holders o f the corporation whose record is 
sought.

The President reviews the creation of 
the Tariff Commission, created in the 
hope “ that the question of the rate of 
a duty imposed shall become more of a 
business question and less of a political 
question, to be ascertained by experts 
of long training and accurate knowl­
edge.”  He indicates that the Board will 
not be able to report at this session, but 
he hopes to be able to present results 
at the opening of the new Congress. He 
renews his advocacy of the plan, of whicn 
he says:

It facilitates the removal o f noteworthy 
efects in an important law without disturb­

ance o f business prosperity, which is even j 
more important to the happiness and th 
com fort o f the people than the elim ination 
o f instances o f injustice in the tariff.

Whether or not the protective policy is 
to be continued and the degree o f protection 
to be accorded to our home industries, are 
questions which the peop le must decide 
through their chosen repir.sentatlves; but 
whatever policy is adopted, it is clear that 
the necessary legislation should be based 
on a iI impartial, thorough and Continuous 
study o f the facts.

The message favors the passage of the 
bill amending the Volunteer act, and 
provision for a commission to deterrrtine 
a comprehensive policy for the organiza­
tion of the Regular Army, the organized 
militia and the volunteer forces. More 
competent officers of the rank of Cap­
tain are needed to teach the new Army, 
that it may be prepared in time of 
emergency. Another bill, the adoption 
of which is urged, is the one providing 
for GO more Army Engineers. “ The short­
ness of supply of such officers.”  the mes­
sage says, “ delays important river and 
harbor work and important fortification 
work. I earnestly recommend the pas­
sage of this bill which passed the House 
at the last session and is now pending 
In the Senate.”

Of fortifications, the message says:
I have directed that the estimates for ap­

propriation for the improvement o f coast 
defenses in the United States should be re­
duced to a minimum, while those for the 
completion of the needed fortifications at 
Corregidor. In the Philippine Islands, and 
at Pearl Harbor, in the Hawaiian Islands.

products entering the United Stataa. In Its should be expedited as much as possible, 
general opinion this section o f the tariff law The proposition to make Olongapo and 
has thus far proved a guaranty o f ron tln -! Sublg Hay the na\al base o f the Pacific was 
ued commercial peace, although there are. given up, and It is to be treated merely 
however, unfortunately. Instances where a supply station, while the fortifications in 
foreign governments deal arbitrarily with ; the Philippines are to be largely confined 
American Interests within this Jurisdiction tu Corregidor Island and the adjacent isl- 
In a manner Injurious and Inequitable. j ands which command entrance to Manila 

The policy o f broader and closer trade Hay. and which are being rendered im preg­
n a t io n s  with the Dominion o f Canada, j nable from  land and sea attack.

ognize that we have an active competitor 
in the Suez Canal. Then, too, there are 
other means of crossing the isthmus— by 
the Tehauntepec railroad and by other rail­
roads and freight routes in Central Am er­
ica to the Atlantic side.

In all these cases the question whether 
the Panama Canal is to be used and its 
tonnage increased would be determined later 
by the charge for its use. My own impres­
sion is that the tolls ought not to exceed 
$1 per net ton. On Jarjuary l, 1911, the 
tolls in the Suez Canal are to be 7 francs 
and 25 centimes for one net ton by Suez 
Canal measurement, which is a modifica­
tion of Danube measurement. A dolla.* a 
ton w ill secure, under the figures above, 
gross income from the Panama Canal of 
neariv $7,000,000. The cost o f maintenance 
and operation is estimated to exceed $3, 
000,000. Ultimately, of course, with the 
normal increase in trade, the income will 
approximate the interest charges upon the 
investment.

On the whole, I should recommend that 
within certain limits the President be au 
thorized to fix the tolls o f the canal and 
adjust them to what seems to be com­
mercial necessity.
The maintenance of the completed canal 

is discussed at length. Mr. Taft would 
add to the equipment facilities for fur­
nishing drydock, fuel, repairs and supply 
facilities to the trade of the world. This 
should be undertaken by the Government 
rather than by private enterprise, Mr. 
Taft believes. He adds:

I cannot close this reference to the canal 
without suggesting as a wise addition to 
the interstate commerce law a provision 
prohibiting interstate commerce railroads 
from owning or controlling ships engaged 
In trade through the Panama Canal. I be­
lieve such a provision is needed to save 
the people o f the United States the benefits 
o f the competition in trade between the 
eastern and western seaboards which this 
canal w ill be constructed to secure.

The duties of the Department of Jus­
tice have been greatly increased by leg­
islation enacted “ in the Interest of the 
general welfare of the people and ex 
tending Its activities into avenues plain 
ly within the constitutional jurisdiction, 
but which it has not been thought wise 
or necessary for the General Government 
heretofore to occupy.” The organization 
has been so improved that a vast amount 
of business has been disposed of. Par 
ticular attention is called to prosecutions 
of “ bucket shops,”  frauds which have 
misused the mailing privilege and vio­
lations of the anti-trust law, 

Recommendation of a federal incorpor­
ation act is renewed. Congress is urged 
to pay promptly just claims against th 
Government, delays in the payment of 
which injures the reputation of the Gov 
ernment as an honest debtor. Simpler 
judicial procedure ie advised. The mes­
sage says:

One great crying need in the United States 
s cheapening the cost o f litigation by sim 

p lifying judicial procedure and expediting 
final Judgment. Under present conditions, 
the poor man is at a woeful disadvantage 
in a legal contest with a corporation 
rich opponent. The necessiiy for the reform 
exists both in the United States Courts and 
in all state courts. In order to bring it 
about, however, it naturally fulls to the 
General Government by its example to fur 
nish a model to all states. A  legislative 
commission appointed by jo in t resolution of 
(Congress to revise the procedure in the 
United States Courts has as yet made no 
report.

Under the law the Supreme Court of the 
United States has the power and is given the 
duty to fram e the equity rules o f procedure 
which are to obtain in the Federal Courts of 
first instance. In view o f the heavy burden 
on pressing litigation which that court 
has had to carry, with one or two of its 
members incapacitated through ill health, 
it has not been able to take up problems of 
improving the equity procedure, which has 
practically remained the same since the or 
ganizatlon of the court in 1789. I t  is rea 
sonable to expect that with all the vacancies 
upon the court filled, it w ill take ud the 
question o f cheapening and sim plifying the 
procedure in equity rules in the courts of 
the United States. The equity business is 
much more Important in the Federal Courts, 
and I may add, much the more expensive 
I am strongly convinced that the best meth­
od o f improving judicial procedure at law is 
to empower the Supreme Court to do it 
through the medium o f the rules of the 
court, as in equity. This is the way in 
which it has been done in England and thor­
oughly done. The simplicity and expedition 
of procedure in the English court today 
make a model for the reform  of o*ther sys 
terns.

No man ought have as a matter o f right 
a review o f his case by the Supreme Court.
Hs should be satisfied by one hearing be 
fore a court o f first instance and one re 
view by a court o f appeals. The proper and 
chief usefulness o f the Supreme Court, and 
especially o f the Supreme Court o f  the 
United States is. in the cases which come 
before it. so to expound the law and es­
pecially the fundamental law — the Constitu­
tion— as to furnish precedents for the in fe­
rior courts in future litigation and fo r the 
executive officers in the construction o f 
statutes and the performance o f their legal 
duties. Therefore, any provisions for re­
view o f cases by the Supreme Court that cast 
upon that court the duty of passing on ques­
tions o f evidence and the construction of 
particular forms of instruments, like ind ict­
ments, or wills, or contracts, decisions not 
f  general application or importai.ee, merely 

burden the court and render more difficult 
its higher function. The Supreme Court is 
now carrying an unnecessary burden o f ap­
peals o f this kind, and I earnestly urge that 
it be removed.

1 wish to renew my urgent recommenda­
tion made in my last annual message in 
favor o f the passage of a law which shall 
regulate the Issuing o f injunction» in equity

which was Initiated in the adjustment of The Pacific naval base has been trans- j"> thout notice fn accordance with the best 
the maximum and minimum provisions of ! ferred to i»earl Harbor, in the Hawaiian Isl- P.raA*t Pe0.n^w ln vogue *he courts o f toe 
th© tariff act of August. 1909. has proved ands. This necessitates the heavy fo rtlfl- 1 nite<‘ State*  . 1 re* ar“  t*lls especial im-
mutually beneficial. It Justifies further ef- cation o f the harbor and the establishment por.lance' “ fst because It has been promised,
forts for the readjustment of the commer- [ o f an Important m ilitary station near Hono- ai?" •**cond because it w ill deprive those
ria l relations o f the two countries, so that lulu. I urge that all the estimates made no.w complain o f certain alleged abuses
their commerce may follow  the channels by the W ar Department for these purposes ln l i ‘ e improper issuing o f injunctions with- 
natural to contiguous countries ami b* com. j ba approv,.! by Congressional appropriation. ” ut " i i .1'® , •|ny Ji?,®1 ,*™ und for furthrr 
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tratle and Induatry on both «Idea o f the in the time set. January 1, 1915, and w ith -
boundary line. ___ _ ______  ____| In the es tim a ted  coat, l375.tW.ODO. is as-

The slides reported in the ChibThe Argentine battleship contracts, lllxc: , urei| 

government v essels, were secured for our | i^n^ous rot k in^ expoaure^to the a ir  and
manufacturers largely through the good o f­
fices o f the Department o f State.

The efforts o f that department to secure 
fo r  cltiaens o f the United States equal op­
portunities In the markets o f the world and 
to expand American commerce have been 
most successful. The volume of business

will require additional allowance of 10,- 
tM*»,000 yards of material to be removed. 
This offers no serious obstacle, but would 
have been so grave in the case of a 
sea level canal as to have "taxed the 
patience of the American people.”  Th

out notice o f any real 
i amendment and w ill take 
blanee o f support for the extremely radical 
legislation they propose, which will be most 
pernicious if adopted, will sap the founda­
tions o f judicial power, and legalize that 
cruel social instrument, the secondary boy­
cott.

I I further recommend to Congress the pass­
age o f Uie bill now pending for the Increase 

| in salaries o f the Federal Judges. The cost 
I o f living is such, especially in the large 
cities, that even the salaries fixed in the pro- 

1 posed bill will enable the Incumbents to ac­
umúlate little, if anything, to support their

irksome and can create nothing but trouble; 
and it would result in securing greater a t­
tention to business, greater fid e lity  and con­
sequently greater economy and efficiency 
in the postofficea which they conduct.

The unrestricted manner in which the 
franking privilege is now being used by 
the several Federal services and by Con­
gress has laid It open to serious abuses. 
W hile it has been impossible without a bet­
ter control o f franking to determine the ac­
tual expense to the Government o f this 
practice, there can be no doubt that it an­
nually reaches into the millions. As the 
first step in the direction of reforms, special 
stamps and stamped envelopes have been 
provided for use instead of franks in the 
free transmission o f the o ffic ia l mail re­
sulting from the business of the new postal 
savings system. By properly recording the 
issuance of such stamps and envelopes, ac­
curate records can be kept o f the cost to 
the Government o f handling the postal sav­
ings mail, which Is certain to become an 
important item o f expense and one that 
should be separately determined.

In my last message I invited the atten­
tion of Congress to the inadequacy o f the 
postal rate imposed upon second-class mail 
m atter insofar as that includes magazines, 
and showed by figures prepared by experts 
o f the Postoffice Department that the Gov­
ernment would be rendering a service to 
the magazines, costing many millions in ex­
cess o f the compensation paid. An answer 
was attempted to this by the representatives 
o f the magazines? and a reply was filed to 
this answer by the Postoffice Department. 
The utter inadequacy o f the answer, con­
sidered in the ligh t of the reply o f the Post- 
o ffice Department, I think, must appeal to 
any fair-m inded person. Whether the an­
swer was all that could be said in behalf 
of the magazines is another question. I 
agree that the question is one o f fa c t; but 
I insist that if the fact Is as the experts 
o f the Postoffice Department show, that we 
are furnishing to the owners o f magazines 
a service worth millions more than they 
pay fo r  it, then justice requires that the rate 
should be increased. The increase in the 
receipts of the department resulting from 
this change may be devoted to Increasing 
the usefulness o f the department in estab­
lishing a parcels post and in reducing the 
cost o f first-class postage to 1 cent. It  has 
been said by the Postmaster-General that a 
fa ir adjustment m ight be made under which 
the advertising part o f the magazine should 
be charged for at a d ifferent and higher 
rate than that from  the reading matter. 
This would relieve many useful magazines 
that are not circulated at a profit, and 
would not shut them out from  the use of 
the mails by a prohibitory rate.

W ith  respect to the parcels post, I  re­
spectfully recommend its adoption on all 
rural delivery routes, and that 11 pounds—  
the international lim it— be made the lim it of 
carriage in such post, and this w ith a view 
to its general extension when the income 
o f the postoffice w ill permit it and the pos­
tal savings bank shall have been fu lly  estab­
lished. The same argument is made against 
the parcels post that was made against the 
postal savings bank— that it is Introducing 
the Government into a business that ought 
to be conducted by private persons, and is 
paternalism. The Postoffice Department has 
a great plant and a great organization, and, 
with this machinery, it is able to do a great 
many things economically that i f  a new 
organization were necessary it would be im­
possible to do without extravagant expendi­
ture. That is the reason why the postal 
savings bank can be carried on at a small 
additional cost, an why It is possible to 
incorporate at a very inconsiderable ex ­
pense a parcels post In the rural delivery 
system. A  general parcels post w ill in­
volve a much greater outlay.

W ith reference to the government of 
Alaska [ have nothing to add to the recom ­
mendations I made in my last message 
on the subject. I am convinced that the 
m igratory character o f the population, I f  I 
unequal distribution and its smallness o. 
number, which the new census shows to be 
about 50,000, In relation to’ the enormou 
xpanse o f territory, m ake it a ltogether im 

practicable to g ive to those people who are 
in A laska today and may not be there a 
year hence the power to elect a Legislature 
to govern an immense territory to which 
they have a relation so little  permanent.
It is fa r better for the development o f the 
territory that it be committed to a com­
mission, to be appointed by the Executive, 
with lim ited legislative powers sufficiently 
broad to meet the local needs, than to con­
tinue the present insufficient government 
with a few remedial powers, or to make a 
popular government where there is noi 
proper foundation on which to rest it.

The suggestion that the appointment of 
commission will lead to the control of 

the government by corporate or selfish and 
xploiting interests has not the slightest 

foundation in fact. Such a government 
worked well in the Philippines and would 
work well in Alaska, and those who are 
really interested in the proper development 
of that territory for the benefit o f the 
people who live In it and the benefit of 
the people o f the United States, who own 

should support the institution o f such

thorough and accurate than any
wheh has heretofore been taken,
not perfect. The m otive that promo,1, 111 
with a false civic pride to Induce uL 
ding o f census returns in order to in * *  
the population of a particular city hai*!? 
strong enough to lead to fraud 'm‘_ to fraud in ~ r
to a few cities in this country, and i H  
directed the Attorney-General to u ■ 
w ith all the vigor possible against ,A  
who are responsible fo r these fraud«.

They have been discovered and th«T 
not interfere with the accuracy of the 
sus. but it is o f the highest Imaon.?** 
that official Inquiry of this sort should?* 
be embarrassed by fraudulent consnSL.. 
in some private or local interest. P raciei 

The Commissioner o f Corporation, w 
Just completed the first part of a ren!« 
the lumber industry in the United 8u.? 
This part does not treat of the o J . ,*  
o f a trust or combination In the man?# 
ture of lumber, a subject to be dealt i S  
later. The Commissioner does find how.v 
a change in the ownership of the .»•„?** 
timber o f the United States other 
Government timber, that calls for seria l,, 
tention. ■

The direct investigation made by the 
mlssioner covered an area which conuSL 
so per cent o f the privately own'd u* 

r o f the country. His renn»t „w ...  1ber o f the country. H I.  report .how, 
one-half of the timber In thl. area I» L „ ì l 
by 300 Individuals and corporation. th!j 
14 per cent is owned by three

a government.
I have been asked to recommend that the 

credit o f the Government be extended to 
aid the construction o f railroads In Alaska. 
I am not ready now to do so. A  great 

any millions o f dollars have been already- 
expended in the construction of at least 
two railroads, and if laws be passed pro­
viding for the proper development o f the 
resources o f Alaska, especially for the open 
ing up o f the coal lands, I believe that^the 
capital already invested w ill Induce 'the 
Investment o f more capital, sufficient to 
complete the railroads building, and to fu r­
nish cheap coal not only to Alaska but to 
the whole Pacific Coast. The passage o f a 

w perm itting the leasing o f Government 
al lands in Alaska a fter public competi­

tion and the appointment fo r the govern­
ment of the territory o f a commisson with 
enabling powers to meet the local needs 
will lead to an improvement in Alaska and 
the development of her resources that is 
likely to surprise the country.

I have already referred to the forests o f 
the United States and their extent, and 

ave urged, a a 1 do again, the removal o f 
the limitation of the power upon the Ex- 

utlve to reserve tracts o f land in six 
Western States in which w ithdraw al for this 
purpose is now forbidden. The Secretary of 
Agriculture gives a very fu lL description of 
the disastrous fires that occurred during the 
last Summer in the National forests. The 
Secretary estimates that standing timber 
o f  the value o f S25.000.fi00 was destroyed. 
Seventy-six persons in the employ o f the 
Forest Service were killed and many more 
injured, and I regret to say that there is ro  
provision in the law by which the expenses 
for their hospital treatm ent or o f their in­
terment could be met out o f public funds.

The Red Cross contributed floOO and the 
remainder was made up by private contribu­
tion, principally by the Forest Service and 
its officials. “ *

owned by three corporstioS 
and that there la very extensive uui? 
ownership of stock, as well as other II. 
cumstances, all pointing to friendly 
lions among those who own a maloti,. 73 
this timber, a relationship which 
lead to a combination for the inalmesZT 
of a price that would be very detnmentu 
to tho public Interest and would cn .il 
the necessity o f removing all tartfr . 
stacle. to the free lumber Importatlun fro» 
other countries. onj

The making of matches from nhoi 
phorus should be discouraged by the im 
position of a heavy federal tai 
President believes, because of the fright 
ful diseases Incident to the process sod 
because matches can be made of ma- 
teriule wholly innocuous.

The message recommends a law pro. 
vidlng that no laborer or mechanic dolnr 
any part of the work contemplated in a 
contract of the United States for a 
contractor or any subcontractor shall be 
required or permitted to work more than 
eight hours in any one calendar day.

The President declares that immigra­
tion into this country ls Increasing 
each year. He deprecates the proposed 
enlargement of the buildings at £uu 
Island for the purpose of permitting 
the examination of more immigrants 
a day than are now examined, "if," 
he says, "it is understood that no more 
Immigrants can be taken in at New 
York than are now taken in and the 
steamship companies thus are given & 
reason and a motive for transferring 
immigrants to other ports, we can be 
confident that they w ill be better dis­
tributed throughout the country. Every, 
thing which tends to send the Immi­
grants west and south into rural life 
helps the country.

"The recommendation of the Secre­
tary In which he urges that the law 
may be amended so as to discourage the 
separation o f families ls, I think, a 
good one.”

The President says that the import­
ance of the Civil Service law Is increaa- 
ing and recommends that power be given 
him to extend its operation to all local 
officers under the Treasury Department 
the Department of Justice, the Poitof- 
flce Department, the Interior Depart­
ment and the Department of Commerce 
and Labor. Certainty of tenure, he be­
lieves, would result In better service. A 
better system of promotions ought to be 
devised.

Th e message comments upon the dif­
ference between the administrative effi­
ciency of the work of the Government 
and that of a private corporation. He 
adds:

The president of a private corporation 
doing so vast a business as the Government 
transacts would, through competent spe­
cialists maintain the closest scrutiny on tbe 
comparative efficiency and the comparative 
cost in each division .or department of busi­
ness. He would know precisely what the 
duties and the activities o f each bureau or 
division are in order to prevent overlapping 
No adequate machinery at present enista 
for supplying the President of the tolled 
States with such Information respecting th* 
business for which he is responsible.

About 40 persona were injured, sev­
eral o f them fatally, in a collision on 
an English railroad.

Th National Immigration commis­
sion recommends increased restrictions 
and exclusion o f Hindus.

I recommend that suitable
obla'lncd' m "n ew  fields (^“ competition ’ and President relterat- a hla opinion that th# I * »“ •••• " f<*r their death. legislation be adopted to enable the oecre-
Sdoh new llnee is already very great, and cana l should be fortified. Th*  P®*1* 1 »«v ln gs  bank system Win I 0« _  AgrtculUro to meet the obligation
upon new line. gre . I a o f  b„ ch« r, . d I be extended ««-.dually . T h . application |of ,h® " » - » * •  ".pact.upon new lin 
Contress Is urged to continue to support On
the Department; o f 8tate In It« endeavor. I he q u o U ,  th,; 0p|v,|on o f  an ex p ert that i o f businesa p rin c ip le* haw resulted in the I Proper protection necessitates, as the See

An Umpqua Indian known as Indian 
Dan died on the Siuslaw reservation in 
Oregon at the age of 116 years.

A  new gem recently discovered hs* 
been named “ morganite”  in honor of 
J. P. Morgan. I t  is a brilliant rose 
color.

Broker James A. Patton and others 
have been indicted on a charge of at­
tempting to monopolize the cotton in­
dustry.

The War department has discovered 
and is manufacturing a new and very 
powerful explosive for use in sub­
marine mines.

Catherine Barker, aged 14, of Chi­
cago, has become heiress to $30,000.- 
000 by the death o f her father, a rich 
car manufacturer.

The District Court o f Appeals at 
Washington has decided that a person 
with one-sixteenth negro blood is a ne­
gro under the law.

Government officials seized 5,000 
pounds o f “ cammed”  eggs in Chics*« 
and declared them unfit for use. * 
test showed 34,000,000 bacteria m » 
single teaspoonful.

Sportsmen about Spokane are to en­
gage in a hunting contest for th* 
termination o f animals that p iW V * 
others, such as cougars, wildcats, IJM> 
mink, coyotes and hawks.

_ J X rV n et°ton w ou ld  not drlvs bus* return of Ul.500.o5o of the ULSOO.Ooi -  ̂  ,h,* Cf * ! An « * 0  containing five
H ^aS ^oh  'lauls’latlaa \n* 1»  away from the canal, but that a pvoprlated ta cover the estimated de- r„a d i and tra i:. in the forest'/the ’̂IT u "iia h - , plunged over a 200-foot c liff 
le^and convenient the higher rate would do so.”  He add»: licit. rh® Postmjftter-General a estl- ment of.lookout stations and telephone con- Santa Barbara, Cal. Three o f “ *

In determ ining what the to ll» should be mates for the present y ea r  a re  so low  a« nectlon between them and places where „  _ __ j k„ inmnimr but th*
we certainty ought not to Insist that for to be w ith in  the expects^  revenue. slatance can be secured. party escaped Dy ju m p i K - ,
a good many years to come thay ahoold f ir s t ,  second and th ird -c lass postm as- | The amount o f reforealation shown In tLe [ Other two were badly injured. f

& 3hi»

fo r  further trade expansion 
1 cannot leave this subject 

phasialrtfr th* 
as w ill make possiblel—  
esraMIfthment o f American banka and 
branches o f American banks In fo r « i f r [  
countries, especially In Latin-Am erica,

Another Instrumentality Indispensable to 
the unhampered and natural development j 
o f American commerce la merchant marine. | 
A ll maritime and commercial nations, our 
competitors. Jealously foster their merchant I 
marine. Perhaps nowhere Is the need for I 
rapid and direct mall, paseensrer and freigh t I 
communication quite eo unrent as between 
the United fitatea and Latin-Am erica. We 
can secure In no other quarter o f the world I 
•vch Immediate benefits in friendship and 
commerce as would flow  from the establlfch- J 
ment o f direct lines o f communication with 
the countries o f Latin-Am erica.

Unless prompt action be taken the com­
pletion o f the Panama Canal w ill find this 
the only treat commercial nation unable to 
a va il itself e f  this trea t

(amount to enough t.> pay the Interest on | tern should be placed
Jthe Investment o f 9 tOO.OOO.0OO which th e 1 — -----m m ----------
United States has made In the construction 
of the canal. We ourht not do this at 
first, because the benefits to be derived b> 
the United States for this expenditure are 
not to be measured solely by s return upon 
the investment. I f  It were, then the con­
struction m ight well hare been left to pri­
vate enterprise. It  was because an adequate 
return upon the money invested could not 
bo expected Immediately, or in the near 
future, and because there were peculiar po ­
litical advantages to be derived from  the 
construction o f the canal, that It n#c%a- 
sarily fe ll to the Government to 
the n o n « )  and terform  the work.

•erv lca . Th e m essage adds:
It is mors logical to do this than to class­

ify the fourth-class postmasters, for the 
reason that the fourth-class postoffices are 
usually small and the postmasters are neces­
sarily men who must combine other buai- 

wtth the post mastership, whereas, thp

In the claswlflvd ; o í th* F o m l Servio about
The ¡National Cloak, Suit 

ciation
I.VOOO acres as compared with the 180.0*0. 

t ihh) acres o f National forests— seems small. 1 .  .  . -
and 1 am glad to note that In this regard I “ «n U IlC tllre l^  
the Secretary of Agriculture end the ch ief o f that the hobble akirt Will be dll
the Forest Service are looking together t o ___ , , v . e  .  n ew
the further fr>r«etatlon o f Government Lnd. an<* Something new.

Progress ha« been made in team ing by ex- unique and vastly better has
first, second and thlrd-claes postmasters are pertment the best methods o f reforestation, v e n te d  to  ta k e  it s  n la ce . 
paid n sufficient amount to Justify the re- | Congress Is appealed to now by the See re-| *
quinement that they «ha il hava no other
busine*-* and that they shall devote their 
attention to  their postoffice duties. To 
claasify first, second and third-class post­
masters would require the passage o f an 

advanee|act changing the method o f their appoint­
ment so as to take away the necessity for

to the ta naval I the advice and at o f

tary o f Agriculture to make the approprla- • ITn iA n ia ta  h a v e  masU» g r e a t
tton needed for the enlarging o f the Fo eet Unioniit* h*ve m»Oe ffrea»- ft
Service in this regard. I hope that Con- B r it is h  election*, 
grass w ill approve and adopt the estimate o f
the Secretary for this purpose. T h «  « le c t io n  ca m p a ign

w ^ V X " * «  nh.4 cJSt?i«i“  Pr ><̂ X5dr rn* »kea br  »  radical char 
y la  that It w ill before , by th« Tories. |


