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C H A P T E R  V I I I .— (C on tinued .)
" I ’m a fra id , doctor, you would not 

m ake a  very good detective. Recollect 
th a t  In n ine cases ou t of ten , the obvious 
reasou  is a lw ays the  wrong one. A sm art 
v illa in , who know s enough to carry  glass 
• ti le tto s , and  how to use them  skillfully, 
w ould  not have unnecessarily  alarm ed 
th e  household by firing a pistol in the 
dead of n ight. Oh. n o ! he would simply 
have sm othered the woman, already  insen
sib le  and unresis ting , w ith a  pillow, or 
choked her to dea th ."

" I  see, I see," acquiesced the  physi
cian. ‘‘Go on."

‘‘L et us assum e, now, th a t  th is un 
known person en tered  the  house through 
the window in M onsieur V an L ith 's  cham 
ber. W hile creeping through the  room 
he espies a  case of p isto ls. H e has come 
unarm ed, save w ith  th e  V enetian  stile tto . 
B u t once in the  house, h is courage fail* 
him . H e picks up a p istol from  the case, 
saving, 'T h is  w ill p ro tec t tne if I have 
to  proceed to  ex trem itie s.’ l ie  passes on 
to  M adam e Ito u p e ll's  cham ber, and falls  
to  search ing  am ong her papers. She is 
a  w om an of large p roperty , aud  m u st 
have valuables. H e is not a f te r  money, 
fo r the diam onds w hich she w ore to  th e  
o pera  have not been taken . W hile th u s  
engaged, he is in te rru p te d  by M adam e 
K oupell, who rushed  fo rw ard  to  save her 
papers. H e ju m p s from  h is chair, over
tu rn in g  it, and  ra ises  the  s ti le t to ;  she 
tu rn s  an d  flees; he  pursued  and  stabs her. 
Do you u n d erstan d  m onsieur?”

“ Yes. 1 u n d erstan d  everyth ing, except 
his firing the  p istol in to  th e  head of a 
w om an whom he had  ap p aren tly  already  
p u t o u t o f the way of harm ing  him. I 
am  assum ing, o f course, th a t  his object 
t i i  no t m urder. O f course, M adam e 
R oupell m ay have recognized him, aud  he 
m ay have w an ted  to  be su re  she w as 
dead.”

“ E ven th a t  w ould not have w arran ted  
h is risk in g  firing the p isto l. Recollect, 
a s  I have a lready  said, he could easily  
have sm othered  her w ith o u t m aking any 
noise,” replied  C assagne.

“ T r u e ! T hen  why did he  fire the  p is
to l?"

“ I t  is easy to  con jec tu re ,”  re tu rn ed  the 
F re n ch m an . " H e  did i t  to  d irec t su sp i
cion  from  h im self to  th e  ow ner of the 
w eapon .”

“T h e  d iabolical v illa in  1” exclaim ed the 
doctor, an d  a p p a re n tly  so im pressed was 
he w ith  M. C assagne’a theory  th a t  he kept 
rep ea tin g  th e  p h rase  over an d  over again, 
"T h e  diabolical v illa in !”

B u t M. C assagne paid  no heed to  the 
e jacu la tio n s  of th e  physician . H e w as 
dow n upon h is knees, ru n n in g  about on 
a ll fo u ri on the ca rp e t, to ta lly  regardless 
o f the  in ju ry  to  h is p an tsloons. H is nose 
w as w ith in  an  inch of the  floor. A t last 
he stopped in th e  m iddle of the  a p a r t 
m ent, an d  exclaim ed :

“ G ive me th e  kn ife .”
T h e  doctor handed It to  him. H e a t 

once proceeded to  cu t aw ay the  carpet, 
an d  th en  to  dig fu riously  in to  the  wooden 
flooring.

“ W h at on e a rth  a re  you looking fo r?” 
Inqu ired  M ason.

“ N ever m ind.”  replied  C assagne. “ W a it 
a  m om ent, and you’ll see.”

H e kep t on digging aw ay w ith  the  
knife a s  fu riously  as ever. A t last he 
stopped, and, s till on h is knees, held 
triu m p h an tly  a lo ft a sm all, oblong, black 
object. T hen he exclaim ed b reath lessly  : 

“ All r i g h t ; I have got th e  bullet.”
“ I f  we only had Van L ith 's  pistol 

here ,” sa id  M ason, “ the  evidence would 
be com plete, b u t it  is in P a ris .

T h e  detective arose and sm oothed out 
the  koees of h is pan taloons, which be had 
aadiy crum pled.

“ W e have got w hat is qu ite  as good,” 
he sa id . "G o in to  the  next room and  
b rin g  me the o th er pisto l. Ten to  one 
they  w ere m ates."

T ak in g  the pistol from  the doctor’s 
hands, he pushed the bu llet in to  the muz- 
ile . I t  fitted to a nicety.

"W e have th u s fa r,"  said  M. C assagne. 
"estab lished  our theory  successfully  in 
regard  to  one very im p o rtan t point. 
N either your friend  Van L ith  nor M on
sieu r C habot had a  hand in th is  m urder. 
I t  w as com m itted by a th ird  p a r ty —  
someone who en tered  the  house unknow n 
to  anyone, and  who left it in an  equally  
secre t m anner. L e t us see, now, how he 
got aw ay, and  w h at m eans of escape p re
sented them selves. H e could not have 
m ade his exit by any of the  doors, be
cause one of them  led to  the  room In 
which Van L lth  was hiding, and ano ther 
opened directly  in to  th e  cham ber occupied 
by M onsieur C habot. T here  is s till, of 
course, a  hare chance th a t he re tired  by 
th e  door leading in to  the  c o r r id o r ; b u t It 
s a ltogether im probable th a t he would 

tak e  such a risk , as th a t  corridor w as 
th ronged  with people hu rry in g  to M ad
am e R oupell's cham ber a t  th e  sound of 
th e  sh o t.”

“T h a t  is so,” acquiesced M ason. “ H ad 
he a ttem p ted  to  escape in to  the corridor 
he would undoubtedly  have been eeen 
an d  cap tu red .”

" H e  m ust, the re fo re ,” con tinued Cas- 
eagne, “have gotten  ou t of th e  windows. 
T h e  m an I have In my m ind 's eye a t  the  
p resen t Moment would have been sm a rt 
enough to  ra ise  the  w indow  before he 
fired th e  shot. H e would be p a rtic u la rly  
ca re fu l no t to  leave any clew th a t  he 
had  been in th e  cham ber, for th a t  would 
exonera te  the  ow ner of the pietol. H e 
w ould  ce rta in ly  not have leaped from  the 
w indow , because th a t  would have left 
fo o tp rin ts  on th e  g ro u n d ; you will look 
In vain for such. Yet he did get o u t of 
th is  very w indow .”

“ H ow  can you tell th a t? "  asked M sson. 
la  am azem ent. " I t  has been a lready  in 
spected  by th e  prefect of police. H e 
h as also  searched carefu lly  under the 
w indow , for I saw  him  doing it. I f  a n y 
one had passed th rough  th a t  opening be 
w ould eurely have discovered It.”

"T h e  prefec t ie donbtleas a  good offi
cer.",.-rsplied Caeeagr.e. " b a t  if he had 
looked closer, he would have seen th a t  In 
clim bing th rough  th e  w indow  tbo m an 
tnnebed  the  du st off th is  geranium  leaf 
w ith  hie coat."

T h e  doctor bent down and  placed the 
leaf Indicated alongside one th a t  had not 
been touched. T he t ru th  o f the  detec- 
tlv a ’a discovery became then convincing. 
U na was covered w ith  dust, the  o th er had

been sw ept p a rtly  clean. M. Cassagne 
sm iled w ith  pardonable pride, and. saying 
th a t he had for th e  p resen t uo th ing  fu r
th e r  to  exam ine in the bed cham bers, led 
the  way dow n sta irs , first of a ll. however, 
replacing, carefu lly , the seals w hich he 
had removed.

T ak ing  his h a t from  the  rack  in the
hall, and  Inv iting  Dr. M ason to accom 
pany him . lie passed quickly a round  to 
the rea r of th e  chateau . A m an se rvan t 
was shak ing  some carp e ts  on the  back 
lawn. H e ordered him to b ring  a ladder, 
and, p lacing  it ag a iu s t the  wall of the 
chateau , ascended it nimbly.

“ I though t so,” he called down to  the 
doctor. "T h e  ladder will bear tw o of us. 
Come up. p lease.”

“ W h at is it th is  tim e?" inqu ired  M a
son, c ran in g  bis neck so as to be on a 
level w ith  the window sill.

C assagne d irected  the  physic ian 's a t 
ten tion  to  a sligh t abrasion  of the  stone.

" T h a t w as caused by the m an 's  shoe 
when be leaped from the  sill,” he exp la in 
ed.

“ B u t w here did he leap to ? ” inquired 
the  doctor. "T h is  window is tw enty  feet 
from  the  ground, a t  least. Even if he 
had been in his stocking feet he m ust 
have left som e im pression, an d  you say 
he had shoes on.”

" H e  reached th e  ground a n o th e r  way, 
th a t  is a ll,” replied C assague. "M ost 
likely he jum ped  in to  th a t  tree. L e t's  
see if it is possible.’’

W ith  th e  ag ility  of a  sa ilo r  ascending 
the  rigging of a  vessel, lie clim bed up 
the  rest o f the  ladder, and stepped  on to 
the  w indow  sill. A fter m easuring  the 
d istance w ith  h is eye for a  few m om ents 
he said  :

“ I t  was a despera te  leap for a  man 
to  tak e  in the  n igh t tim e : b u t recollect, 
he was a  despera te  fellow.”

T hen  gath erin g  h im self together, and 
exerting  his enorm ous m uscu la r s treug th , 
he sp rang  from  th e  window. A pro jec t
ing bough nearly a  dozen feet aw ay was 
hia objective point. H e caugh t it, and  
w ith  the  ag ility  of a trap ez ist passed 
hand over hand down to  the  tru n k . As 
he sw ung h im self a round  th e  branch, his 
eye fell upon a  sm all, g litte rin g  object 
stuck  fast in the  fork of th e  tree. H e 
picked it  up, and  slid rapid ly  down to 
the ground, w here the doctor was a w a it
ing him. P lac in g  in the  p hysic ian 's hand 
a sm all gold locket, the  detective ex
claim ed in a delighted  voice:

" I ’ll have him — 1 11 find him  now, if I 
have to  h u n t fo r him all over F ra n ce .”

J u s t  then  one of the  se rv an ts  app roach 
ed. “ I t  w as tw elve o'clock. W ould the 
gentlem en like b re a k fa s t? ”

"T h e  gentlem en will have some b reak 
fa s t by a ll m eans.” replied M. Cassagne. 
“O u r labor has been im m ense, our rew ard  
ought to be p roportionate ,"  and  the  phy
sic ian  led the way, and  together they 
passed in to  the  chateau .

C H A P T E R  IX .
H ard ly  had  M. A lfred C assagne »wal

lowed the  la s t m outhfu l of h is b reak fast, 
th an  h is ac tive  m ind reverted  again  to 
th e  m ystery  w hich yet su rrounded  the 
death  of M in a  Roupell.

W ho w as th e  m an. a t  p resen t unknow n, 
who had crep t like a th ie f  in the  night 
in to  th e  ch a teau , and as qu ie tly  stolen 
aw ay  when his foul work had been ac 
com plished? And wlmt was his m otive in 
com m itting  the crim e? W as he in any
way connected w ith  M. C habo t?  Could 
it be possible th a t  the  prefec t of police 
had stum bled on the real In stig a to r of 
the  m urder in th e  person of C habot, and 
th a t th is  unknow n person w as hia con 
federa te?  M ost likely a t th a t moment, 
some officer from  the  p re fec tu re  w as en
gaged in closely w atching C habo t's  s ligh t
est m ovem ents. T here  m ight be some
th ing  in the p re fec t's  theory , a f te r  all. 
M a tu re  reflection convinced M. C assagne 
th a t  It would not do to d ism iss it w ith 
a m ere sh ru g  of the  shoulders. C habot’* 
accom plice m ight be the m an they were 
looking for. Anyhow, it would not do to 
leave the  po in t uncovered.

“ I m ust w rite  a t  once,” he said, p res
ently , “ to  C liquot. C llquot Is my a ss is t
an t. W e m ust have him keep w atch of 
th is M onsieur C habot’» m ovem ents.”

M. C assagne w rote ou t a series of in 
s tru c tio n s, p a rticu la rly  cau tion ing  his as 
s is ta n t to  keep track  of M. C habot. and 
under no c ircum stances, if he ran  across 
any  of th e  peopTe from  the  p refectu re, to 
let them  rea lly  know  who he was. T hen 
he appeared  to  be engrossed In thought. 
H e rubbed his hands v iolently  together, 
as if he would im p art ac tiv ity  to  h is 
b ra in  by th e  fric tion . H e arose, th ru s t 
back h is cha ir, and began to  walk rap id ly  
up  and down the  room, s topp ing  occasion
a lly  to  exam ine th e  p ic tu res on the  walls, 
w ith the eye of a  critic .

"M adam e's huahand left her very well 
off. I should judge." he rem arked  a t  last. 

“ V ery,” replied D r. Mason.
"H ow  long ago did M onaienr Roupell 

die ?”
“ A bout fifteen years.”
“ And then  she took up w ith  th e  

n ieces?"
“ N ot im m ediately. I t  w as not un til 

the  dea th  of th e ir  p aren ts  th a t  M adam e 
R oupell w ent to  A m erica to  fetch them .” 

“T ell me w h at re la tives M adam e Rou- 
pell had beside» these young ladiea.” 

"T h ere  w ere no o th e r  re la tives except 
a  b ro ther, a d isso lu te  c h a rac te r , who fol
lowed h is s is te r  from  A m erica to  th la 
c o u n try .”

"A nd h is nam e?"
"A s I recollect it, H enry  G raham , I 

believe. A m an of fifty or s ix ty .”
“ W hen did you las t see thi* H enry 

G rah am ?”
“ I never saw  him  bu t once. H e cam e 

to  th e  ch a teau , on some begging expedi
tion  w hen I happened to  be here. H e 
p re tended  to  be very affectionate . H e 
was a poor looking crea tu re , qu ite  broken 
down when I aaw  him , an d  not a t all the  
kind of m an to  com m it a d arin g  crim e.” 

“ R ecollect th a t  the  m om ent M adam e 
R oupell died he bad an  In terest in her 
es ta te . H e was her neareet be ir-a t law .” 

" B u t she had m ade her will, ahe had 
disowned him. and  u tte r ly  cast him off. 
T h a t  w ill bequeathed all her p roperty  to  
h e r  nieces. I w itnessed it. I knew w hat 
w u  In it ."

M C assagne began to  grow  more and  
m a rt in terested . H e no longer cast his

e jea  upon tha  w ails and ceiling. H ut n s 
looked the  doctor s tra ig h t in th e  face.

"O n w hat was th a t  will w ritte n ?  T ry
your utm ost now to recollect t h a t ; a  
g reat deal depends on it.”

"T h e  first will was not w ritte n  upon
paper. T he second con ta ined  som e slight 
bequests to  friends au d  to  favo rite  se r
vants. I believe I w as m entioned my
self for some trifliu g  am ount. In  o th er 
respects the  tw o w ills w ere identical. The 
first one was d raw n  up  by M adam e R ou
pell's law yers. She kept th e  second will 
a t her banker's . T he first one rem ained 
in the house. I t  w as engrossed on parch
m ent.”

"O n parchm ent,”  repeated  M. C assagne. 
"W as it an y th in g  like th is? "  and  he 
handed a sc rap  of the  a r tic le  in question
over to the  doctor.

“ W here did you fiud th is? "  inqu ired  
the doctor when he could sufficiently re
cover from  his aston ishm en t to speak.

" I  found it u p s ta irs ,” replied M. Caa- 
sague. " I  pu t it in my pocket, because 
it w as in a queer place for a sc rap  of 
parchm ent. I found it w ith  fo u r o th er 
pieces, in the fireplace of M adam e R ou
pell's bedroom. O f course, 1 have a th e 
ory. now, how they cam e there. I  irat of 
a ll, however, before 1 come to  th a t, tell 
me if you a re  c e rta in  th a t th e  sc rap s 
were to rn  from M adam e Roupell'» w ill—  
the first will, 1 m ean—-the parchm ent 
one?”

T he physician did not Im m ediately r e 
ply. H e fu lly  realized  the  im portance of 
h is answ er, and  how m uch hung on it. 
"G ive me the  sc raps ,"  he said. " I f  
there  is any w ritin g  on them  I should 
be able to  tell by th a t. I t  was a very 
pecu liar hand. I t  looked as if it had  been 
engrossed by an  E nglish  scrivener. Yes, 
the  h andw ritings a re  Iden tical.”

" I t  is enough,” m u ttered  Cassagne, 
sw eeping the pieces of parchm ent up 
from  the  table and  p u ttin g  them  carefu lly  
aw ay  in h is pocketbook. “ Now for my 
theory . H enry  G raham  is th e  m an we 
w an t to  find. M ind you, I d ° n * 
com m itted  the  m u rd er, bu t you 11 see he 
is im plicated  in it in some way o r  o th er. 
H o had every th ing  to gain by M adam e 
R oupell’s death , provided she died in tes
ta te . H e m ust have learned  in some way 
th a t h is s is te r had  m ade a will d is in h e rit
ing him. To gain  possession of w hat he 
thought was the only will w us h is object. 
If he could do th a t ,  h is sis ter, being ig
n o ran t of the fact th a t  the  will w as de
stroyed. would go to  her grave believ
ing herself te s ta te . O n her death  her 
b ro ther could have come fo rw ard  and  
claim ed the  p ro p e rty .“

I t  was clever reasoning. T h e  doctor 
listened w ith b rea th less in te rest as the 
detective con tinued  :

l a i r  the lig h t  in Bethlcui land. 
Sw eet the songs of angel b an d ;

F all snow so lightly !
Jesu , born of M ary maid.
In  an  oxeu-stall was laid.

O sta r, shine b rightly  !

T hree  men rode from  out the wild, 
C<une to greet the  C h ristinas Child, 

F a ll anow so lightly !
G aspar, M elchior, R a lta sa r ,
M agian p ilgrim s from afar.

O s ta r , shine b rightly  I

R u s tic  shepherds in a row,
K n elt beside the  cradle low ;

F a ll snow so lig h tly !
T old  of all the angel song 
T hey had heard  tlielr sheep among. 

O sta r, shine b rightly  !

Spice and m yrrh  and gold of kings. 
Offerings rare  of far-brought th in g s;

F a ll snow so lightly 1 
G old for joy and m yrrh  
F ra n k in cen se  for a lta r .

O sta r, shine brightly  !

Nowell, Nowell, sing we all,
Je su , save our souls from th ra ll j 

F a ll snow so lightly! 
Goodwill comes from God above 
T o  all those who C hristm as love 

O s ta r , shine brightly  !
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I t  w a s  th e  n ig h t b e fo re  C h r is tm a s , 
a n d  he  w a s  co in in g  hom e. F ro m  th a
f a r  W e s t he  te le g ra p h e d  t h a t  he  w ou ld  

• A ssum ing th a t  it  is th is  H enry  G ra- co m e E a s t  to  se e  th e  Y u le  log b laze  
ham . let us see w hat he knew and  w hat a n d  th e  fe s t iv a l  c a n d le  bu rn , 
he did. H e m ust have heard of the mak- “ L e t m e h a v e  so m e o f  t h a t  p o ta to -  
ing of th is  first w ill, and somehow or C8ke th ;l t  B r id g e t u se d  to  m ak e ,” h e  p u t 
o th er he m ust have learned of ita con- en d  o f h is  d isp a tc h , a n d  th e
ten ta . H e w as ignoran t of the m aking o](j  fa m jl M,rv a u t  w tien  th is  w a s  re a d  
of tbe second in stru m en t. Now le t ue see

" F a i th ,  a n d  he  o u g h t to  h a v e  sorne-

of the  second in stru m en t. —-----------  . , . ,
how he acted. H e gained an en tran ce  
to  the chateau . H ow  he did th is  it ia im- 
possible to S tate a t present. I’robably bo d y  b e t te r  n o r th a t ,  th e  c r a e b tu r e  
he may have been in collusion w ith  some- a f t e r  be in g  o u t fo r  a  y e a r  am o n g  th o se  
body in the  h ouse ; bu t 1 d o n 't know  yet. P h ilip p in e s , w h o  liv e  In th e  sw a m p s  
H e w as evidently  well posted a s  to  t h .  an(j  a l t  r ice  s ix  d a y s  in  th e  w eek , 
m ovem ents of the fam ily, fo r ha chose a b e s i j , , ,  S u n d a y .” 
tim e when, a s  he though t, they had g o n . „ So fae g h a ll | B(. |d g e t,’
to  the opera. I t  w as a m ere acciden t—  
we don 't know w hether it w as o r not, bu t 
WP will assum e so— th a t  M iss H a rr ie t 
W eldon did not accom pany the  p a rty . I 
am m yself inclined  to  th in k  th e re  w as 
some love a ffa ir  betw een h er an d  t a n

re p lie d  th e  
h o m e  m o th e r, M rs. T h u rs to n . "W e 'll 
h a v e  a l i t t le  s u r p r is e  p a r ty  fo r  h im , 
a n d  h a v e  all h is  r e la t io n s  a n d  In tim a te  
f r ie n d s  w ith in  c a ll to  w elcom e h im .” 

“T h a t 'l l  he  fo ln e  ln t lre ly , m a 'a m , a n d
L ith , w hich acco u n ts  for h is presence in iq ]  h a v e  to  begin  m e  cook ing  r ig h t  off, 
tile house th a t  n igh t, and  w hich also  BO t h a t  th e re 'l l  he la s h in s ’ o f  every - 
aecoiin ts for his silence. You u n d erstan d  th in g  to  a l t  a n d  d r in k .” 
w hat I m ean. H e w on 't speak ^for fear «.you c a n sa v e  y o u r  s t r e n g th  fo r  th e  
of com prom ising the  you"* Indy. C h r is tm a s  d in n e r . B r id g e t, b u t f o r  th e

T he  doctor nwlded. iat * *  C h r ls tn ia s -e v e  g a th e r in g  w e 'll h a v e  a
said  "very  good, indeed ; go ahead. ,  .  __ .

"T he assassin  w as a li ttle  disconcerted  c a te r e r ,  a n d  th a t  w ill siiv c  y o u  a  g r e a t  
a t finding Miss W eldon and  yodr friend  d e a l o f  tro u b le .”
in the  chateau . In stead  of en te rin g  th e  " I t  w o u ld n 't  he th e  ln ls t  t ro u b le  In 
house from th e  fro n t, w hich would be {be w o rld  a n y th in g  1 co u ld  d o  fo r  M as- 
coinparatively  easy, he was com pelled to (e r  s a n ,uel. hu t  ¡e t th e  c a te r e r  b r in g  h is 
do eo by the rea r , ru n n in g  th e  risk o jce cran ipg  an(j | , l s  s tie rb lts , a n d  h is 
being seen by the se rvan ts . H e gained  BwaI<M>akps nrl(1 n i  g | ve th e  boy

so m e th in g  fit to  a l t  th e  n e x t d a y , som e
th in g  su b s ta n t ia l  th a t 'l l  m a k e  h im  fo r 
get he  w as  e v e r  h u n g ry  am o n g  th lm

to

M adam e R oupell's cham ber and  proceed
ed to search fo r the  docum ent. H e ra n 
sacked the  desk and  then  th rew  the pa
pers about. I 'nconsc lously  he stayed
longer th an  he in tended. So abaorbed j a i l e r  d w a r f s  t h a t  h e  w ln t o u t 
wax he in h is search  th a t he w as su rp ris- ta o h e .”
ed by his victim . H e drew the  s tile tto . A nd now  th e  n ig h t h n d  com e v 
stabbed her. an d  quietly  resum ed his 
search  for the  paper. A fte r a tim e, ha 
found it. H e w as about to destroy  it 
by fire, when it  occurred  to  him  th a t  a 
parchm ent would burn  b e tte r  if it was 
in sm all pieces. H e s ta r te d  to  te a r  it  p a s se d  a n d  d ied  n w a y  in  th e  d is ta n c e , 
up. when he a lte red  his m ind, an d  instead  th e r e  w ere  l i t t le  s ig h s  o f  d la n p |« iln t-  
of b u rn ing  it then  and  there , p u t it In h is m erit fro m  b ro th e r» , s i s te r s  n n d  co u s in s, 
pocket to  be destroyed  a t some m ore fay- a n ij (b e  co m isin y  r e tu rn e d  to  th e i r

rh en
h ia  a r r iv a l  w a s  a n x io u s ly  ex p ec ted . 
T h e  g u e s ts  h a d  n il a ssem b led , a n d  u t 
•v e ry  p a ss in g  fo o ts te p  th e r e  w n s a 
•b o o t, “T h e re  he Is."  b u t ns th e  so u n d

orable  o p p o rtu n ity . U nluck ily  for him , 
in his h u rry  he did not pick up th e  scraps 
he to re  off.”

(T o  be con tinued .)

a n m e w h a t fo rced  m e rr im e n t, h op ing  
t h a t  th e  n e x t te n  o r  f ifteen  m in u te *  
w o u ld  b r in g  a w elcom e r in g  o f  th e  do o r 
bell. N in e  o’clock  cam e , a n d  th e  e x 
p e c te d  p ro d ig a l son , n s som e o n e  soW h y  T h e y  B l u b b e r e d .

“D id  you n o tice  t h a t  n e a r ly  e v e ry  o n e  jo c o se ly  c a lled  hlrn, d id  n o t a p p e a r .
| In t i le  a u d ie n c e  sh e d  te a r s  d u r in g  m y “O h, th e se  W e s te rn  t r a in s  a r e  al- 

g r e a t  d e a th  sc en e?"  q u e r ie d  th e  le a d in g  w a r s  la te  th e  n ig h t tie fo re  a  h o lid a y ,” 
la d y . s a id  U ncle  A r th u r ,  w h o  h a d  been  a

“ Y es." a n sw e re d  th e  so u b re tte , " a n d  g r e a t  t r a v e le r  a n d  k n e w  all a b o u t th e  
I d o n 't  b lam e th e m .”  h a p s  a n d  m ish a p s  o f  r a i l ro a d  m an ag e-

‘■Iton 't b lam e  t h e m !”  echoed  th e  1. I. m e n t.
"W h y , w h a t d o  y o u  m e a n ? ”  | “ No th e y  a re , so  th e y  a re ,” echoed

"T h ey  w ere  n e x t  to  th e  p a in fu l fa c t  P a m 's  fn th e r , w h o  h a d  n e v e r  been a 
| th a t  y o u r  d e m ise  w a s n ’t  r e a l ,” exp lain - h u n d re d  m iles  fro m  h is  n a t iv e  c ity , a n d  

ed  tli#  so u b re tte . j co u ld  no  m o re  d e c ip h e r  a  tim e -ta b le
-------------------------------- — | th a n  h e  cou ld  re a d  h ie ro g ly p h ic s  on  a

r o m p e r l s o n s .  I p y ra m id .

" I  n e v e r saw  su ch  a  h u n g ry  hoy In 
my l ife ,” sa id  A un t P r is c i l la  fro m  th e  
c o u n try . “ W hen  he com es u p  to  th e  
fa rm  h e  keeps m e b ak in g  a ll th e  tim e. 
I cu ll h im  th e  g r e a t  A m erican  p ie
ce  te r ."

“ Y es. h e 's  one o f  th e  k in d  y o u 'd  
r a th e r  b o a rd  fo r  a w eek th a n  a  f o r t 
n ig h t ,” aa ld  M r. T h u rs to n .

"O h, I d o n 't  b eg ru d g e  h im  w h a t  he  
p u ts  In to  h is  s to m ac h , b u t If  he  d o e s n 't  
end  u p  by becom ing  a  con firm ed  d y s 
p ep tic , m y n a m e  Is n o t P r is c i l la .”

"A ll r ig h t,  A u n ty ,”  a n sw e re d  T om . 
“ ‘S ufficien t u n to  th e  d ay  Is th e  ev il 
th e re o f .’ J u s t  ta k e  m y a rm  a n d  I ’ll 
sh o w  you  how a fa sh io n a b le  c a te r e r  
s p re a d s  a  fe a s t  a t  so m u ch  a  p la te . 
I ’m n o t a llo w e d  to  g ive th e  p rice , b u t  
I t 's  en o rm o u s, like my a p p e ti te .”

T h e re  w as  a  g en e ra l m o v em en t to 
w a rd  th e  d in ing -room  a t  th la , a s  th e  
h o ste ss  a n d  U ncle  A r th u r  led  th e  w h j , 
a u d  soon th e  ed ib les  b eg an  to  d is a p p e a r  
b e fo re  th e  a t ta c k s  o f th e  g u e s ts  w hose  
h u n g e r  h a d  been sh a rp e n e d  by d e la y .

E le v en  o’clock ra n g  o u t f ro m  a  n e ig h 
b o rin g  s te e p le  an d  s t i l l  no Sam .

“T oo  b ad , too  bad ,"  m u rm u re d  
G ra n d m o th e r  W hite , w ho h a d  s a t  u p  
long p a s t  h er u su a l h o u r  fo r  r e tir in g . 
“ I kn ew  so m e th in g  d isa g re e a b le  w a s  
go ing  to  happen . I d re a m e d  th a t  I lo st 
a to o th  la s t  n ig h t, a n d  t h a t  a lw a y s  
m ean s  m is fo r tu n e .”

“ I d id n ’t  know  ahe hnd o n e  to  lo se ,” 
re m a rk e d  T om  b eh in d  h is  n a p k in . "I 
th o u g h t a ll h e r  m a s tic a to r s  w ere  
lio u g h ten  o n  n p la te .”

A nd th e  o ld  lad y , o b liv io u s  o f  th e  fa c t  
th a t  h e r  p e rso n a l be lon g in g s w e re  be

i n g  c r itic iz e d , w en t on  to  r e la te  how  a 
d re a m  o f  h e rs  h ad  once  com e tru e , a n d  
got h e r  h e a re r s  In to  su ch  a  m elan ch o ly  
<-ondltlon th a t  th ey  n eg lec ted  th e  good 
th in g s  sp re a d  b e fo re  th em , w h en  s u d 
d e n ly  to  c o u n te ra c t  th e  p re v a ilin g  
gloom , I>lck C h e a te r  ex c la im e d  : “ H e re 's  
to  th e  h e a lth  o f my o ld  sc h o o lm a te , 
Knm T h u rs to n ,” nnd  fo llow ed  u p  th e  
to a s t  by  s ta r t in g  th e  c h o ru s , “ F o r  h e 's  
a Jolly  good fe llo w ."  T h is  w ns In fu ll 
b la s t  w h en  a c ry  o u ts id e  h u sh e d  th e  
song In to  silence. I t  w a s  p ie rc in g . In 
s is te n t ,  o f te n  re p e a te d , a n d  bo re  th is  
m e s s a g e :

" E x t r a  E v en in g  M ercu ry , t r a in  
w reck ed  on th e  T . a n d  W. r o n d ; a ll  th e  
p a sse n g e rs  believed to  h a v e  been 
k illed .”  T h e  |>eople a ro u n d  th e  h o a rd  
s a t  w ith  b lan ch ed  faces. N o o n e  d a re d  
sp e ak  u n ti l  M rs. T h u rs to n  so b b e d : 
“T h a t 's  th e  t r a in  u iy po o r boy w a s  
on ."

T h e  f a th e r  sa id  n o th in g . H e p u t on

- I t  Is n o t t ru e , it is n o t t r u e !"
B u t » till th e  c ry  o f  d is a s te r ,  not# 

g ro w in g  f a in te r  a u d  f a in te r ,  w a s  h e a rd  
a lo n g  th e  fro ze n  s tr e e ts ,  a u d  ev en  th #  
la te  re v e lle rs  fro m  th e  c lo sed  sa loon#  
h ushed  th e l -  no isy  r ib a ld ry  a s  th e  m e s
sa g e  o f d e a th  w a s  b o rn e  u p o n  th e  a i r  
to  th e ir  d u lle d  an d  b e w ild e re d  seum *. 
a u d  one c r i e d :

“ S h u t up, fe llo w s! I t  m a y  be o u r  
tu r u  uex t. so le t u s  re sp e c t th e  p o o r 
c h a p s  th a t  a r e  gone. T h ey  m ay  hav#  
been b e tte r  m en th n u  w e w ith  people 
to  love a n d  c a re  fo r."

T h en  w ith  u n c e r ta in  s te p s  th ey  w eu t 
on s ile n t a» th e  tom b to  th e  poor d en  In 
so m e c h e a p  lodg ing  houae th a t  th ey  
c a lle d  hom e.

W ith in  th e  h o u se  th e r e  w ere  te a r*  
w h e re  th e r e  sh o u ld  h a v e  been la u g h te r , 
a n d  th e  p o o r  w ord»  o f  c o m fo rt au d  »T a- 
p a th y , th o u g h  w ell m e a n t, seem ed  com 
m o n p lace  In th e  fa c e  o f  a  g re -.t so rro w .

T w elv e  sh o c k s  o f  so u n d  cam e  d ism a l
ly a c ro ss  th e  sq u a re , y e t  n o  one In t h a t  
l i t t le  g ro u p  w ish e d  a n o th e r  a  “ M e rry  
C h r is tm a s .”

U p th e  p la n k -w a lk  o f  th e  y a rd  a t  th e  
la s t s tro k e  th e r e  w a s  n so u n d  o f  h e a v y
fo o ts te p s  c ru n c h in g  th e  snow , a n d  th e n  
a p u ll a t  th e  bell. All th is  w as  om i
no u s In th e  s t i l ln e s s  o f  th is  e a r ly  m o rn 
ing, nnd  e a c h  one  h e s i ta te d  to  a n sw e r  
th e  su m m o n s, u n ti l ,  a t  la s t,  tb e  g ir l 
w ho w a s  n e a re s t  to  th e  w eep in g  m o th e r  
a ro se  to  m ee t w h a te v e r  ev il w aa to  
couie.

T h e  d o o r  sw u n g  hack  a n d  th e n  a  Joy
o u s voice c r ie d :

“ W hy, F a i th , a r e  you h e re ? "
“ A nd la It re a lly  you, S am ?” cam e In 

a n sw e r, a s  tw o  y o u n g  figu res w ere  
locked  In a  long em brace .

“Oh, s to p  th a t  n o n se n se ,”  Bhouted 
T om , g lee fu lly , w ho w a s  Itehlnd w ith  
h is  f a th e r .  “ I,e t som ebody e lse  h a v e  a  
ch a n c e  to  w elcom e th e  re tu rn lu g  hero. 
H e re 's  m o th e r .”

A nd th e n  S am  hail h is  a rm s  a ro u n d  
th e  l i t t le  w om an  w ho h a d  g iven h im  
b ir th , nnd  Mr. T h u rs to n  e x c la im e d :

" T h a t 's  r ig h t, m y Is'y . You can  hav #  
lo ts  o f  g ir ls , b u t on ly  one  m o th e r .”

T h en  som e o n e  s a id  "M e rry  C h r is t 
m as ,"  n n d  th e  sh o u t w e n t fro m  one to  
a n o th e r  n s th e y  th o u g h t o f  th e  G od-m an 
w ho h n d  ra ise d  th e  w id o w 's  son fro m  
th e  d ead .

" I t  se em s lik e  n m ira c le ,"  sa id  th e  
g ra n d m o th e r , w h en  sh e  cam e  In fo r  h e r  
s h a re  o f  th e  u n e x p e c te d  g ree tin g .

“ Oh, th e r e  Is n o th in g  m ira c u lo u s  
a b o u t m y bein g  h e re  no w ,”  s a id  Sam . 
" I  m issed  th e  t r a in  on  th e  ’T . a n d  W.,* 
an d  h ad  to  ta k e  o n e  tw o  h o u rs  la te r  on  
th e  ‘X. a n d  V.’ ”

“ W ell, P ro v id e n c e  w n s w n te h lu g  o v e r 
my boy, a n y w a y ,"  s a id  th e  m o th e r, a s  
F a i th  s a t  d o w n  a t  th e  p ia n o  an d  beg an  
a  C h r is tm a s  ca ro l w ith  th e  w o rd s :  "U n 
to  th e e  a  c h ild  is  b o ru ."

N e w  Y e a r ' s  E v e ,  l l t S f t  P,

H e rose to  go. 'T w a s New Y ear 's  e re , 
"O ne k iss ,” he begged, "m y dear.”  

She coyly sa id , “ You can n o t h a re  
A no ther kiss T H IS  y ea r .”

"W h y  do so m a n y  o f  o u r  a b le s t  m en I A nd "Ko th ey  a re , so  th e y  a r e ,”  m u r-  
t u m  th e i r  b a c k s  on th e  p u b lic  an  i de- p , p rj- o n e  e lse , th o u g h  th e  fee
v o te  th e i r  t a l e n t s  to  th e  se rr li-e  o f t iv l t le s  In w h ich  th e y  w e re  e n g a g e d  
g re a t  c o rp o ra tio n s . ' »oem ed lik e  th e  p la y  o f  " H a m le t” w ith

"W e ll."  a n sw e re d  S e n a to r  S o rg h u m , tfae ,,r | n oe  |p f t  o u t.
" I  sh o u ld n 't  lie su rp r is e d  If It w aa tie- >j-en  o 'c lock  s t ru c k  a n d  s t i l l  th e  ab  
c a u se  a c o rp o ra tio n  g en e ra lly  s ta n d s  by w ,  one ha(] n o t r e tu rn e d , 

j a m an  w ho h a s  w o rk ed  fo r  it  an d  th e  “ p e rh a p s  he w o n 't  com e u n t i l  m o m - 
p u b llc  g e n e ra lly  d o e s n 't " —  W a sh in g to n  , n g .. M ra  M oulton . “O f

j S ta r .  c o u rse  he  d id  n o t kn o w  you  w o u ld  e ll
S t r ik e s  r ,„ id  E v e ry  W e e k . | be  h e re , an d  h e  m ay  h a v e  s ta y e d  o v e r  

A m erican  to u r is t  In E n g an d . see ing  In N ew  Y ork to  see so m e o ld  co llege

T r e e s  o n  t h e  T a b l e s .
F o r  th e  ro.vnl fam ily  In G e rm in y  

C h ris tm a s  trees  » re  p laced  upon tab le»  
of d ifferen t h e ig h ts . T h a t  fo r  th e  E m 
pero r is th e  h ig h est, th e  E m p re s s ’ tab le  
is n ex t in size, nnd th e  sm a lle s t la fo r 
th e  bnby of th e  fnm ily . C a rp  Is «erred  
fo r th e  im p eria l d in n e r, a tra d itio n a l 
di«h fo r th e  C h r is tm a s  fe a s t  th ro u g h o u t

h is  h a t  an d  w en t o u t In to  th e  n ig h t, h e  j <’*rm a n y ;____
knew  n o t w here. H e on ly  fe lt  t h a t  he  F r i e n d l y  A d v i c e ,
m u st d o  so m eth in g , b r in g  som e lig h t o u t "C a n  you su g g e st so m eth in g  fo r m» 
o f  th e  d a rk n e ss , som e hope o u t o f d e  to get fo r  my w ife fo r  C h ria tm aa?” he 
» l« lr .  T om  fo llow ed  hlrn, fo r  m en  u n ia t asked o f  th e  sh opkeeper, 
a c t  w h ile  w om en w eep. "Y o u ’d b e tte r  ge t h e r  a box of cigar#,

, , , . . .  I e x p e c t,"  an id th e  shopkeeper. "SheA nd th e  g ir ls  g a th e re d  a ro u n d  th e  WM ‘n th l l  m„ ru illg  a n £  bonght .
s tr ic k e n  m o th e r , n n d  o n e  o f  th e m  c re p t
c lo ser th a n  «11 o th e r s  a n d  s a id :

lace  p araso l 
i American.

fo r y o u .”— B altim ore

C H R IS T M A S  A R M Y  E N  R O U T E  TO S T O C K IN G  V IL L E .

a fn rm  la b o re r  d ig g in g  n d e e p  d r a in :  
" W h a t  a re  y o u  d ig g in g  h e re  fo r? "  ask- j 
ed  th e  to u r is t .

"Gold,  guv  n o r ,”  replied  t h e  labore r .
T o u r is t— W h en  do  y o u  e x p e c t to  

s t r ik e  It?
L a b o re r —O n e  o'clock on S a tu r d a y .

ch u rn s .”
" T h a t  w o u ld n 't  t>e a b it  l ik e  Knm.” 

r e tu rn e d  Ills f a th e r .  " H e 's  s  good d ea l 
lik e  me. W hen  he s a y s  h e 'll do  •  th in g ,
he  d o es  It.”

“ Yes, h e 's  a c h ip  o f  th e  o ld  b lo ck ,” 
w h isp e re d  one  o f  f la m 's  s is te r« , “ th o u g h  

l i i a r o u r x o i .  f  i.a tl •  le t t e r  fo r
Lovely  F ia n c e #  -O b . G eorge. I som e- la s t  m o n th , a n d  k e p t It In b i t  p o ck e t 

tim e»  th in k  I w o u ld  r a th e r  d ie  th a n  be t , , r  n week.
I m a r r ie d !  | “ W ell,”  a sk e d  f la m 's  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r

O eorge— W h a t, d a r l in g !  R a th e r  d ie ?  T orn . "»’hy , a u 't  « •  1*-*1n on th e  ee t- 
L ovely  F ia n c e e — Yee, y o u  d o n 't  h av e  a b b s ?  T h e  i>e c re a m  h a s  been d ish e d

Ito  r e b e s r s e  h a lf  •  dozen tim e«  fo r  th a t ,  " P  th l#  h a l f  h o u r, a n d  It w ill be on ly  
y o u  k n o w .__CL ¡-a g e  T r ib u n e  * At lo  d r in k  If w e w a i t  m u ch  lo n g e r.”
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