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CHAPTER V,
The sun rose; its beams played on the
tremhbling yellow leaves of the trees, and

tinged them with a thousand shades of
gold and purple. The birds, cosily nestled
In the bushes, struck up thelr matin
earol : the awakening of pature was as

splendid and imposing as It Is In  all
mouniainous countries.

The leader of the caravan left his tent

and gave orders to strike the eamp. The
tent was at once folded up, the mules
were londed, and, so0 soon as the horses

were snddied, the party started without
waiting for the morning meal, for they

generally brenkfasted at the 11 o'clock |
balt.

The earavan advanced along the roall
from Sunta Fe to the United States, at
a speed unusual under wsuch clreum
siances

When he left the camp, the chief of
the coravan spurred his horse and jolned
the an, who was marching slone in

tront amining the bushes and apparent

ly performing all the dutles of an expe
ri o] gulde, Curumilla, though he |
heard the hurrled paces of the Mexican's |
horse, did not turn round, but continned
trot nlong on his sorry mule
“Indian,” maid the caravan chlef It
Bpu "I wish to speak with you on an
(T int subject ; be good enough to put
off ur usunl silence for a while and
Brnsw like an hooest man You engng
eod with me at Santa Fe to lead me, for
the sum of four ounces, safely to the
rontlers of Upper Mexico Bince you
have been in my “ervice | must allow
that 1 have only had reason to praise
your prudence; but we are at this mo
ment In the heart of the Rocky Moun
talns, that s to say, we have reached
the most dangerous part of our jou ¥
Two days ago you lifted the trall of
Crow Indians, very formidabla enemles

of -'.-.ru\m:'\‘lwl I want to consult with

you as to the means to employ to foil
the snnres in which these Indians will
try to catch ua”

The Indian felt In a bag of satriped

thrown over his shoulder, and pro
n greasy paper, which he opened
offered the Mexican.,

“What is this?" the latter asked. “Oh,
Fes, certainly ; your engngement. Well,

at has this to do with the guestion I
eked you ¥

Curumilla, still impassive, laid his fin-
Fers on the paper, at the last paragraph
of the engagement,

"Well, what then?" the Mexican ex-
elalmed (ll-humoredly. *“It is said there,
It Is true, that I must trust entirely to
you, and leave you at llberty to act as
you please for the common welfare, What
proves to me that you are acting for our
common welfare, and that you are not a
traitor 7
At this word traltor, so distinctly ut-
Rered by the Mexican, Curumilla gave a
ger glance at the speaker, while hlis
hole body was agitated by a convulsive
remor; he uttered two or three incom-
rehensible guttural exclamations, and
e the Mexican could suspect his inten
na he was selzed round the walst, lifted
om the saddle, and burled on rhs-|
ound, where be lay stunned. Cuoru-
flla leaped from his mule, drew from
beit four gold ounces, hurled them at
Mexican, and then bounding over the
scipice that bordered the road, disap-
jea red.

EThe situation was becomlng most crit
for the chlef of the caravan; he
pd himsel! abandoned without a guide,
nkuown regions, doubtless watched by
#den foes, and exposed at any moment
attack,
b march was continued; no suspl-
sign was dikcovered; and the Mex-
were justified In believing that,
i 'the exception of the time they would
pompelled to lose, the flight of the
n would entall no disagreeable con-
pTICER,
Wingularly enough, Carnero seemed
er plensed than annoyed at the dis
rance of the guide. Far from com-
Ining or deploring the delay in the con-
Binuance of the journey he laughed at
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ty that the peons regalned all their merry
arelessness, and regarded the mysterfous
light of the gulde as an mccident of

ar

sve tl to the terrace.

At the when the leader pro-
vaded dth met
ceded with several peons armed with pleks

mom

tention of 1

he trench was to be dug, the

oow §
nmo, I have an important commu-
nleatlon to make to you."

His master turned and looked at him
th ill-concealed distrast,
it communieation to make
cated.

N

he rep

u‘. -
“What is it? Speak, but be brief.”

“I have discoversd n grotto.”

“What?” his master exclaimed, In sur-

| prise

| “Yes, excellency.”

W hore B
| “There,” he said, stretching out his
[arm; “behind that mass of rocks.”

A suspicions look flashed from behind
his master's eyelashes.

“Well, we will enter it together, Fetch

some torches of ocote wood, and show
14 the way. By the by, do not forget to
bring weapons, for we know not what

beasts we may find
wning on a high road.™
Mexican selected six of his peons,
» cournge he thought he could
rely, ordered them to take their muskets,
and, bidding the others keep a good wateh,
wit not begin anything until he returted,
he made a signal to the capataz that he
was ready to follow him,
followed the arrangements made by his
master with an evil eye, but probahbly did
not deem It prudent to risk any remark,
for he silently bowed his head, and walk-
ed toward the plle of rocks that masked
the entrance of the grotto,

These granite blocks, plled one on top
of the other, did not appear, however to
have been brought there by accident, but,
on the contrary, they appeared to have
belonged in some early and remote age to
a clamsy but substantial edifice,

“It would not be prudent,” sald the
chief, *“to venture without precautions
into this eavern. Prepare your arms, mu-
‘hachos, and keep your eyes open ; at the
slightest suspicious sound, or the small-
object that appears, fire. Capatas,
light the torches.”

The Intter obeyed without a word; the
leader of the caravan assured himself at
1 glance that his orders had been prop-
erly carried out; then taking his pistols
from his belt, he cocked them, took cne
In each hand, and sald to Carnero:

“Take the lead. It Is only just that
you should do the honors of this place
which you unexpectedly discovered.
Forward, you others, and be on your
gunrd.”

The eight men went Into the cavern at
the heels of the enpatnz, who raised the
torches above his head, doubtless in order
to cast & greater light.

They thus reached a rather large hall,
Into which several passages opened. All
at once the leader stopped and listened.
“Listen,” he sald to the capataz, “do
you not hear something?”

The latter bent his body slightly for-
ward and remained motionless for some
sceonda,

“1 do,” he sald, drawing himself up,
“It sounds Hke distant thunder.”

“Is it not? or, perhaps, the rolling of
suhterranean waters."

“l ean swear that you are right, It
would be a plece of luck for us to find
water In the eave, for It would add great-
ly to our security, as we should not be
obliged to lead our horses, perhaps, a long
distance to drink.

in caverns

or

L]

t had happened and made an infinl
de of more or less witty jests about |
R which considerably annoyed his mas-
Br, whose joy was merely on the surface,
ihd who, in his heart, cursed the mishap
hich kept them in the mountains and
gposed them to the insults of the plun- ]
rers,

“Pray, what do you find so agreeahle
what has happened that you are or
Fect to be s0 merry, No Carnero? he
length asked.

“Forgive me, ml amo,” the capataz an-
ered; “but you know the proverb,
‘hat can’t be cured must be endured.’ "
“Hum [* said the master,

“And besidea,” the capataz added, as
stooped down, “however bad our po-
gition may be, !s it not better to pretend
to consider It good?”

A little before 11 a. m. the caravan
reached the terrace, and it was with a
feeling of joy, which they did not at-
temipt to conceal, that the peons
mized the strength of the position,

“We shall stop here for the present,”
the Mexican said. “Unload the mules,
and light the fires. Immediately after
breakfast we will begin entrenching our-
selves.”™ |

The peons obeyed with the speed of
men who have made a long journey and
are beginning to feel hungry: the fires
were lighted in an Instant, and a few mo-
ments later the peons vigorously at-
taoked their maize tortillax, their tocina
and their cecina—those indispensable ale- |
menta of every Mexican meal. When |
the hunger of his men was appeased the
ekief rose,

"Now,” he mald, “to work."™

CHAPTER VL

The position which the leader of the
earavan fancied he had been the first to
discover, and where he had made up his
mind to halt, was admisably selected to
establish en intrenched camp. The Im-
menss voladero hovering at a prodiglous
beight above the precipless, and guarded
oc the right and left by enormous masses
ol rock, offered such conditlons of secur-

recog-

“l will assure mywelf at once of the
truth. The nolse proceeds from that pas-
sage, #0 let us follow It. As for our
men, they can wait here ; we have nothing
to fear now, for If the plrates the
Indians are ambushed to surprise us, they
would not have walited so long before
loing 8o, and hence the assistance of our
peons is unnecessary.”

The capataz shook his head doubtfully.

no
enl lmportance,

It was, ‘e, with well promising ar-
lor that th rose on receiving their
hief's command and prepared under his |
Hrections i trench which was

led to pre them from a sur

‘ This trench was to be bhordered |
¥ & line of tall stakes, running across |
he open space between the rocks, which

wnd spades toward the entrance, with the |
I narking the exact |

‘oached, and sald with a re- |

of the torch that faintly Mumined the

! {.nli, that among the men who surrounded
aim few wore the Mexican costume, it
| was true, and they had their faces hidden
& plece of hlack crape, forming a
species of mask, and so well fastened
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round their necks, that it was entirely
ossible to recoguize them.
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| “What do these men want with me?™

a VvV 8
| he muttered. ns he let his head fall on ’ ' I
‘hest sadly,

|  “Pstience!" gald the man who bad al-

R AI

b

ready spoken, “you will soon koow.”

CHAPTER VIL |
There was a short delay, during which |
the conquerors appeared to be consulting
together in a low voice; while doing =0,
| an Indian chief, who was no other than
the Jester, entered the hall, The general
aud the capataz were then again picked
up by the redskins, and at a sign from
one of the masked men, transported on |In the crape that concealed his face, he
te the voladero, |sald, In & grave, stern and impreasive
One hundred and fifty to two hundred | voloe:
Indinns, mostly armed with guns, and| “Caballeros, remember the words yon
ranged in good order round the terrace, ,Iar- about to hear. In the first place, in
the center of which remained free, faced order to reassurs you and restore your
the cavern, having among them the dis- ! freedom of mind, 'Iearn that you have
| armed Mexicans, the baggnge, horses and | mot fallen Into the hands of Indians
miles, thirsting for your blood, or of plrates who
The tent still stood in the middle of | Intend to plunder you first and nssas
:hlmr was to have been the encampment ; | sinate you afterward. When you have
but the curtaln was ralsed, and a horse- | acted s impartial witnesses you will be
man was standiog in front of it, as If to  at liberty to continue your journey, with
defend the entrance, | out the forfelture of a single article. Tha
At the moment when the party emerged | men seated on my right and left, although
from the cave and appeared on the ter | masked, mre brave and honest hurMers
race, the horsemen drawn up at the en- | The day may perhaps arrive when you
trance of the defile opened out to the ! will know them ; but reasons, whose im
right and left, leaving a passage for a|portance you will speedlly recogunise, com
small troop of men dressed in hunter's | pel them to remaln unknown for the pres
garb, and whom it was easy to recognize ! ent.”
as white men; two ladies, mounted on Ona of the travelers belonging to the
ambling mules, were in the midst of them. | gecond caravan stepped forward; he was
This troops of strangers was composed | g young man, with elegant and noble
of elght persons altogether, leading with features, tall r.md well bullt.
them two baggage mules. As the men | '‘aballero,” he answered, In a dis-
were disarmed, and walked on foot amid | tinet volce. ™I thank you, In the name of
some fifty Indlan horsemen, they had, In my companions, for the reassuring words
all probability, been surprised by a party | you have spoken. I know how implaca-
of redskins. ble are the laws of the desert; but per
The two ladies, one of whom was of | mit me to ask you one question.”
n certaln age, while the other appeared
searce 18, and who might be supposed
closely related, through the resemblance
of thelr features, were treated with an
exquisite politeness they were far from
expecting by the Indians, and conducted
to the tent. The curtain was then low-

CHAPTER VI1I.—(Continued.)
The president looked rouud the assem-
bly, rose in the midst of a profound si
lence, stretched out his arm toward the
general, who stood cold and passionless
before him, and, after darting at him a

withering glunce through the lLoles made

“S8peak, caballero.”

“Is it an net of vengeance or justice
you are about to carry out?”

“Neither, menor.”

“Enough of this,” the general sald
haughtily ; “and if you are, as you assert,
an honorable man, show me your face.”

| a chan

| led him, as well as the peons and pris-

| some days he stroked the horn, much

ered, to conceal them from the glances |
of the Indians.

The newcomers, at & algnal from thelr
conductors, ranged themselves with the

“No, Don Sehastian," said the presi
dent, “for in that case the game would
| not be even between ua.”

The general attempted to smile, but in

Carnero had | ©11er prisoners; they were powerful men | ynite of himself the smile died away on

whom the Indinns had probably not given | his lips. The president looked round

ce to defend; otherwise they look- | with flashing eyes and began speaking
| ed as if they would sooner be killed than again in a sharp, cutting volece.
yleld “Now, listen, senores,” he said, “and
Two masked men took thelr seats on judge this man impartially; but do not
the granite blocks, and the Indians who | judge him according to prairie law, but
carried the g{er--raJ laid him on the ground | In your hearts. Gen. Don Sebastian Guer-
in fromnt of this species of tribunal. The | rero, who is standing so bold and upright
person who seemed to be the president of | p.rire you at this moment, is one of the
this sinister assembly gave a sign, the greatest noblemen of Mexico. THis for
prisoner’s bonds at once fell off, and he |\ © |4 immense almost Incalculable.
found himself once more able to move mhiy man, by the mere strength of his
his limba. l“‘“L and the implacable egotism that
The general drew Ilium-:lf up, crossed | o o v basls of his character, has al-
bis hands on his chest, threw his body lwl\}'n succeeded in everything he has un-
back haughtily, ralsed his head and look- dertaken., Coldly ambitious, he has cov-
ed at his judfrzﬂ with a glance of with- | ered with corpses the bloody road he has
ering contempt. followed to attalnm his proposed object,
“What do you want with me, bandita?” | and he has done so without hesitation or
he said; “enough of this; these lusolent | = . 1 has looked on with a smiling
maneuvers will not alarm me.” caril e
“Silence !" the president sald, coldly;
“it is not your place to speak thus”™
Then he remarked to the Jester, who
was standing a few paces from him: |
“Bring up the other prisoners, oli and
new ; everybody must hear what ls going
to be said”™
The Jester gave a signal to the war- |
riors: some of them dismounted, ap-
proached the prisoners and, after loosen-
ing the cord that bound the eapataz, they

| face, when his dearest friends and nearest
| relations fell by his side; for him noth-
Ing which men respect exists, [le had &
| daughter, who was tha perfection of wom-
en, and he coldly lncerated her heart; he
finally drove her to suiclde, and the blood
of the poor girl spurted on his forehead
while he was triumphantly witnessing the
legal murder of the man she loved, and
whose death he resolved on because he
refused to palter with his hooor. This
human-faced tiger, this monster with the
| mocking skeptical face, you see, senores,
has only one thought, one object, one
desire—to attaln the highest rank, even
if, to effect it, he were compelled to clam
ber over the panting corpsea of his near-
est relations and friends; and If he can-
not carve out an Independent kingdom in
this collapsing republic, which is called
Mexico, he wishes to seize, at least, on
the supreme maglistracy, and be elected
president. This man is Gen. Don Sebas-

oners of the second caravan, In fromt
of the tribunal, Then, at a signal from
the Jester, the horsemen closed up round
the white men.

(To be continued.)

Dehorning a Rhinoceros,

A rhinoceros which llved In the Lon-
don zoo was troubled by Its horn, which
grew down In front of Ita mouth, so
that only with difficulty could It eat or | tian Guerrero, military governor of So-
drink. To save Iits life the keeper de- | nora.”
clded on amputation, The horn of a “Oh!" the audience said Involuntarily,
rhinoceros s not & horn at all, but an | as they instinctively recolled In horror.
accumulation of halr and skin which “If this man is the ex-governor of
has hardened and become cemented to- | Bonora,” ';“’ Ih“::"' whohhnrli '!r“ﬁ’l

. , | apoken sald, in sgust, "he Is a wil
gether by some gumimy cubstance. The | [7CLC" Tom bie farocity has piscsd be-
temper and was not easlly nppmat‘hﬂd. ynm! the t‘ﬁ]” P B B 3

: & duty of honest men to destroy him."”
Its keeper, however, decided to tl”Yl “He must die! he must dle!"” the new-
what he could do.

For some days It' comers exclaimed.
required all hils sklll to persuade tlm'r
beast to come to the front of the ecage |
and put Its horn through. Then for

CHAPTER VIIL
“Nonsense,” sald the general, shrug-
ging his shoulders with a contemptuous
smile. *“1 know now who you are; your

to the animal’'s disgust at first, al-
hatred of me has unconscously discov-

though later It seemed to llke It. When

“Hum,"™ he said, "the Indlans are very
clever. 1 belleve it would be more pru-
dent to let the peons accompany us”

“Nonsense,” sald his master, “it s un-
necessary ; we ars two resolute and well-
armed men; we have nothing to fear, I
tell you.” |

They then entered the passage. It was
very narrow, and ran downward a steep
ineline. The further they proceeded the |
more distinet the sound of water became; |
it was evident that at a very short dis- |
tance from the spot where they were, per- I
haps but a few stepa, there ran one of |
those subterranean streams so frequently |
found in natural caverns |

All at once, without being warnad by |
the slightest sound, the leader of the cara- |
van felt himself selzed round the waist, |
his torch snatched roughly from his hand,
and extingulshed agninst a rock, and him-
self thrown down and securely bound, be |

| fore he was able to attempt the slightest

resistance, so sudden and well caleulated

ered you. Hemove that veil which is no
longer of any use. You are the French
hunter whom I have constantly met In
my path to lmpede my projects, or over
throw my plans.”

“Add,” the hunter Interrupted, “"and
whom you will ever meet. Brothers,” he
added, turning to his assistants, “my mask
alone must fall; retain yours, for it s
important for my plans of vengeance that
you should remain unknown.”

The four men bowed thelr assent and
| the hunter threw away the crape that cov

It found he meant no harm It let him
take the horn In his left hand and then
with the right imitate the motion of a
saw across it. When this had been
done some time And the rhinoceros no
longer minded 1t, a plece of wood was
held Ir and at Iast,

,_
In the right hand,
when even this no longer worrled the
animal, & real =aw was brought In and
the horn eut off without the slightest
remonstrance from the owaer of It

ered his features.
Hardest of All Metals, “Valentine Guillols!” the general ex-
Tantalum has been hammered Into ' . .imed: “I was sure of IL”

sheets, which are extremely hard. Bir “r,
wililam Crookes, F. H. S, states that
“a hole had to be bored through a plate
of this metal and r dlamond Artll was
used, revolving at the date of 5,000 rey. 5
olutions per minute
force was continoed
three days and nights,

then,” the hunter coldly econ
tinued : “when my unhappy friend fell at
Guaymas, in my paroxyam of grief |
at I Intended to kill you; but re
soon came, and [ saw that It
batter to let live. Thanks
» week after the Mexlean govern
, not satisfied with disavowlng your
wct, deprived you of your command

ha

T 1 1 you
his whirling N
censelessly  for

It was

when

had the attack been. Carnero bad been | found that only a small depression 20 hout Inquiry and refused to explain 1o
thrown down at the same time as his | mym. deep had been drilled, and It was you the itives of thelr conduet.”
master, and bound. a moot polnt which had suffered the “Ah, " the yéneral said, “it was to

“Cownrds, demons ! the Mexican yell- | more damage—the dlamond or the tan-  §e then, that 1 owe my recall?”
od, “show yourselves, at least, so that I | ¢njum.” { en, general, to me alone.”
may know with whom [ have to deal.” | S—— S “1 » lelighted to hear it.”

‘Silence! Gen. Don Sebastian Guer- | As Uwsunl. “You r ned, then, in Bonora, with
rero, resign yourself to your fate, for you Friend—You took your son Into your out power or influence, hated and despls-
heve fallen into the power of men who | establishment some months ago to teach | ed by all, and marked on ;
will ot Nowrsts yeu.” | him the business, I understand. How * sat indel o brand which was im-

Gen. Guerrero madeo a mml'p:r_am of im- a1a it turn out? Business Man (weaw | prints | on ‘.a n. the -f murderer ; but
potent rage, but he was silent; he per Bt it st S Sonciing 36 Me y In riesned country, :h.aro ambi
ceived that the originators of the snare | o M e | tous men like yourself can easily fish in
of which he was a vietim were implaca- pow . ~Chilcago Journal, | troubled waters, when, like yourself, they
hle enemies. | . . —— gre not restralned by any of those bonds

When his conqusrors had borne him | It 18 only a waste of time to look ' . jon0r Jut you could not remain long
to the hall, whers bis peons wers dis | At the asbes after you bave burmed p,wed beneath the blow that had fallen
ermed and guarded, be saw, by the light | the money. ‘e you and o you resclved to leave So

JAre”

nora and proceed to Mexico, where,
thanks to your colossal fortune and the
influence it would necessarily glve you,
you could carry on your ambitious pro-
jects. Your preparntions were soon made

listen attentively, general, for 1 assure
you that | bave reached the most inter-
esting part of my narmtive.

“As you fancied, for certain reasons
which It s unnecessary to remind yon
of, that your enemies might try to lay
vome ambush for you, you thought It
necessary to take the following precan
ticns, the inutility of some of which 1
presume that you have recognized. While,
for the purpose of deceiving your enemies,
you started in disguise, and only accom
panied by a few men, for Cualifornia, In
wrder to return to Mexico across the
Rocky mountaing; while you gave ques
tioners the fullest details of the road you
intended to follow, with your men—your
real object was different. The man in
whom you placed your confidence, Don
Isidro Vargas, who had known you when

a child, and whom you had converted
lnto your tool, took the shortest, and,
consequently, most direct route for the

capital, having with him not only twelve
mules loaded with gold and silver, the
frult of your plunder during the period
of your command, but a more precious ar
ticle still, the

body of your unhappy
dnughter, which you had embalmed, and
which the captain had orders to inter

with your ancestors at your Haclenda del
Palmar, Your oliject in acting thus was
not only to divert attention from your
ill-gotten ‘riches, but also to attract your
enemies after yourself Unfortunately,

o

I am an old hunter so difficult to decelve
that my comrades gave me long ago the
glorious title of the Trail-hunter, and

hence, I alone was not deceived.”

“Btlll your presence here glves a strik-
Ing denlal to the assertion,” the general
interrupted,

“You think wo, senor, That proves you
ara not thoroughly acquainted with me;
but patience, I hope that you will, ere
long, appreciate me better. Again, you
have not reflected on the time that has
elapsed since your departure from IHer-
mosillo.”

“What do youn mean?" the general nsk-
ed, with a sudden start of apprehension,

“l mean that before attacking you, I
resolved to settle matters first with the
eaptain,™

“*Ah!"

“Well, general, It 1s my painful duty
to Inform you that four days after he left
Pltle, our brave friend Don Isidro fell
into an ambuscade resembling the one
into which you fell to-day, with this ex
eeption -

“What exception?" the general nsked,
with greater Interest than he would have
liked to display.

"My men po  Imprudent,” the
hunter continued, “ns to leave the captain
the means of defending himself, The re-
sult was that he died, bravely fighting to
save the gold you bad lutrusted to him,
and the coffin contalning your daughter's
corpae.”

“Well, and I presume you plundered
the caravan, and esrrled off the gold and

wera

silver?™ he asked, contemptuously.

“8o, most probably, you would have
acted under the clreumstances, Don e
bastian,” the hunter answered, “but 1
thought It my duty to act diferently
What could you expect? 1, n coarse, un
edueated hunter, do not know how to

plunder, for 1 did not learn it when 1 had

the honor to serve my country. This s
what [ did; =0 soon as the captaln and
the peons he commanded were killed—for

the poor devils, 1 must do them the juw
tice to say, offered a despernte rosistance

1 myself, you understadd, friend, I my
well conveyed the money to your Haclenda
del Palmar, where it now remalns In safe
ty.”

The general breathed agnin, and smiled
Irenieally “Instead of blaming you,
wenor,” he said, "I, on the contrary, owe
you thanks for this chivalrous conduct.”

“Do naot be in such a hurry to thank
me,' the hunter answerad; “1 have not
told you all. Captain Don Isidro Vargas
not only escorted the money, but there
wias also a coffin Well, general, why do
you not ask me what has become of that
coffin "

An electric shock ran through the auvdi-
ence on hearing the ironleal question so
coldly asked by the hunter.

“What!" Don Sebastinn exelalmed.

“The assassin can have no claim to the
body of his victim, nnd you mre mornlly
your daughter's murderer, 1 have robbed
you of this body, which must rest by the
sida of him for whom she died.”

There was a moment’'s sllence, The
general’s face, hitherto pale, assumed a
greenlsh hue. At length he yelled In a
hoarse and hissing volce ;

“It Is not true; you have not done
| this. You cannot have dared to rob a
father of his child's body.”

“1 have done it, | tell yon,” the hunter
maiao coidly. "I have taken possession of

tha body of your victlm, and now you
enderstand never shall you know
v hera this poor body rests. Put this s
the beginning of my vengeance, What
wish to kill In you is the soul and not

me

on';

the body ; and now begone, and remember

| that you will find me in your path every-
where and ever.”

“One last word,” the general exclalm
e, affected by the deepest despair, “re
store I

otly human creature | ever loved.”

In a harsh and coldly mocking

“Never !

grotto, followed Ly his assistants.
Don Sebastian, who was the more aver

whelmed by the Inst blow becmuse It was
our forehead | unexpected, stood for ma moment Ilke a

At

Lis

man struck by lightning. Inst & heart

rending sob burst from hosom,

he rolled like a corpse on the ground,
1o the meanwhile the Jester had or-

derad the peons to saddie the hormes and
The general was placed

load the mules.
by two servanis on a horse, without ap-
pearing to otice what was dose to him,

+ my dnughter’s body : she was the |

The hunter rogarded him for a moment
with an undefinable expression, and then

volce,

Then, turning away, he reentered the

Iwo
| burning tears sprang from his eyes and

and a few moments later the caravan lefd
the fort of the Chichimeques.

When the Mexicans bad disappeared m
the windings of the road Valentine emerg
d from the grotto, and walked courteous
Iy up to the hunters,

“Forgive me,” he said, “not the delay,
but the involuntary alarm [ caused yous
but 1 was compelled to act as | did. You
are going to Mexico, where | shall scon
| be myself, and it is possible that | map
| require your testimony some day.”

“A testimony which will not be re
fused,” the first hunter gracefully answers
"‘i.

“What!" the hunter exclalmed In
amazement, “are you French?"

“Yes, and all my companions,. We
have come from San Franclsco, where,
thanks to Providence, we amnassed a for-
tuns, which we hope to double in the
Mexican capital. My name is Antolas
[allier, nod these are my brothers, Bd-
waurd and Augustus; the two ludies who
sccompany us are my mother and sister.”

The hunter pressed the hand his coun-
tryman offered him.

“I'hen,” he said, *I will not let you
go alone! These mountains are Infested
by dangerous bandits, but with my pre-
tection you can pass anywhere"”

“l1 heartlly accept the offer; but why
lo you not come with us to Mexico?”

“That Is impossible for the present.”

Two hours later the Fort of the Chi-
chimegques had returned to its usual soll-
tude ; white men and Indians had aban-

loned it forever.

CHAT'TER IX.

We will now leap over about twe
months, and invite the reader to accom-
pany us to the heart of Mexlco, to the
eapital,  Half-past nine was striking by
the cathedral clock at the moment when,
a daoll sound resembling the rustling of
reeds shaken by the wind was audible on
the gignntic highway joining the city te
mainland. This sound scon hecome more
distinet, and changed Into the trampling
of horses, which was dendened by the
damp alr and the ground, softened by a
lengthened rafn. A black mess emerged
from the fog, and two horsemen wrapped
in thick cloaks stood out distinetly in the
moonlight.

These horsemen seemed to have made &
long Journey, They at last reached a low
roofed house through whose dirty panea &
doubtful llght issued, which shoawed that
the inhabltants were wtill awake

The horsemen stopped before this
house, which was an inn, and without
dismounting one of them gave the door
two or three kicks and called the host In
a loud, sharp volce. The latter was In
no hurry to answer, and would have prob-
nbly left the strangers for some thme In
the cold if the man who had kicked, prob-
ably tired of waiting, bad not thought of
an expeditions means of obtaining an an-
BWer.

“Ah!" he shouted, as he drew a plstol
from his holster and cocked It, “since this
dog 18 resolved not to open, 1 will send &
bullet through his window.”

This mennce had searce been utteresd
ere the door opened as if by enchantment
il the lundlord appeared on the threahe
old.

“Telieve me, senor, that if T had known
what a distinguished caballero did me the
honor of stopping before my humhle
dwelling, T should have hastened to open,”™
he anid.

“A truce to such lmpertinent remarks,
and open the door.™

A glance was sufficient for the travelers
to understand the place to which acel
dent had led them, still they did not dle-
play any of the disgust with which the
sight of this cut-throat den inspired them.
| They weated themselves as comifc=t=hly

nu they could nt o table, nnd the one who
hud hitherto addressed mine host went
ont |

“Look here, we are dying of hunges,

patron : could vou not seérve us up &
morsel of food?"
“Mum ! eald the host, with an em~

barrassed alr, “it Is very late, l.:ahlllm
and [ don't belleve 1T have even a malse
tartilla left in the whole house.”

“Nonsense,"” the traveler replied, “I
know all about it, g0 let us deal frankly
with each other: give me some suppes,
for 1 am hungry, and we will not squab-
ble about the price."”

“Even If you pald me a plastre for ev-
ery tortilln, excellency, 1 really could not
supply you with two,” the landlord re
plied, with inereased constraint

(To be continued.)

Senntor's  ife an Architect.

Mra, Berrl Chapman  Hansbrough,
wife of the senlor Benntor from North
Dakotn, ls original among the soclial
leaders of the Natlonal Capital In that
ghe I1s a clever architect, and were she
not blessed with plenty of the needful
gold, she might e reaping laurels In
that honored branch, Mrs, Hansbrough
deslgned the handsome home In which
she and the Senator pass the winter.
As a remarkably well-made gown ealls
forth the query, “Who I8 your mo-
diste?" so all of Mrs, Hansbhrough's vis-
Itors look around admiringly and ask,
“Who was your architect? Rhe could
hnve recelved a sore of orders had she
wished to enter competition with the
experts.  Her dinlng-room, a sunny
apartment with a southwestern expo-
sure, 18 a symphony of browns and
reds, with lluminated leather walls, a
celling painted In oll Ly the falr hands
of the owner. and the grandest of old
Flemish earved onk buffet, tables, and
chalre. Mra. Hanshrough was an ar-
tist before wns married to the
gtatesman, but she has recently taken
a conrse of architeciural design In &
famous New York Institute,—New
York Press,

alie

Shopping.
There 1a nothing finer for the tem-
| per than a new hat, no balm for hurt
feelings llke a fresh gewgaw, Oirdering
new frocks takes a woman out of her
self. Cut a woman off her shopping,
and the result may be dlsastrous—

London World

What the Stork Learmed.
The Owl—-Twins, eh? Alp't you
afrald they'll displeass your patrons?
The Stork—Certalnly not Cupid
snys he often hears ‘em telllng each
other that two can live as cheaply &8

I one.— "ucks
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