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CURIOUS OATHS.

Odd Ways of Swearing (o the Trath
of OUne's Sintements,

When a Chinaman swears to tell the
truth he s down, and a china
suucer (s given to him, The following
vath is then administered: “You shall
tell the truth and the whole truth, The
saucer Is cracked, and If you do not
tell the truth your goul will be cracked
like the saucer,” when he breaks the
saucer, Other symbolie variations of
the Chinese oath are the extinguishing
of a candle or cutting off of a cock's
head, the light of the cundle represent-
lng the witness' soul and the fate of

cock symbolizing the fate of a
perjurer

lu certain parts of India tigers' and
| skins take the place of the

of Christian countries, and the
penalty of breaking the oath is that
in one ecase the wimess will become
he prey of a tiger and in the other
that his body will be covered with
scales llke a lizard.

In Norweglan courts of law the pre-
lude to the oath proper 18 a long
homily on-the sanctity of the oath and
the terrible consequences of not keep-
ng it When the witness Is duly

ushed by the sense of his fearful re-
Spons Jhliil\ the oath Is administered

vhile he holds aloft his thumb and
fore and middle fingers as an emblem

of the trinity
In an Itallan court the witness, with
his right hand resting on an open
Bible, deelares, “1 will swear to tell the
h, the whole truth and nothing but
he truth.” The Mohammedan takes
he oath with his forehead reverently
ig on the open Koran. He takes
“Bible” in his hand and, stooping
low, ns If In the presence of a higher
power, slowly bows his head until it
ouches the book which to him s in-
spired
In ~ertain parts of 8pain the witness
hen taking an onth crosses the thamb
if one hand over the foreflnger of the
other and, kissing this symbolle, 1If
rimitive, cross, says, “By this croda [
swear to tell the truth.”

WILLS OF LUNATICS.

The (Queer Beguests That Ave Made
by Insane Persons.

One of the manias which are evi-
denced by the insane ls a deslre to
make a will. Of course these docus
ments are waste paper as far as thelr
legality Is concerned, but the attend-
s and doctors treat these documents
vith the greatest respect In order to
humor the demented crentures,

Some of these wills would be amus-
e If It were not for the sad condition
of mind of which they are the outcome,
nan confined In an asylum left all
liis money to the mlkado of Japan on
condition that this dignitary should vis-

O

| it the grave of the testator once each

year and plant chrysanthemums upon
t. The remainder of the estate was to
b hnnded over to an Imaginary charity
caolled the Brotherly Love and Bounty
Himtle '|_“

Another lunatic In a Parisian asylum

| 1eft a will devising the whole of his es-

tute to the possessors of Homan noses
g In and near I'arls. The rea-
* this wns that he had rather a
some nose of this shape and was
mstantly admiring It. A slmilar be-
st was that of a patlent who left his
rty to nn attendant because he
possessed one of the ugliest nasal ors
gans the testntor had ever seen.
One man, who was aflicted with the
nin that he was sane, but confined
in the asylum unjustly, devised a will
enving hls money to the commission-
of lunacy to enable them to engnge
1 large staff of men for the purpose of
ting nsylums and ascertalming If
ny were conflned In them withouot rea-
n.—New York Times,
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Distnnees nt Sen,

I'hat man was laughea at who oan
irst voyage sald that the ocean

il not look so large as he supposed
it woul, but he wns not alone in ex-
erieneing disappointment. The hor-
it sen gives no ldea of the lUm-
water beyond, A sea captaln de-

+ that the average landsman ean-
¢ more than ten mlles from the
p In any direction, and it would
1ve to be a mountaln or some station-
y object for him to be able to dis-
h it The masts of a ship are

to be visible to the naked eye not

» than flve mllea,

Jenny Lind ans a Child,
enny Lind as a child of three years
vas the lnrk of her parents’ house, As
wirl of nine she attracted the atten-
e of all lovers of musie and entered
Stockhbolm conservatory as a pupll,
mtinuons studles at so tender an
g caused the sudden loss of her volee,
* four full years she pursued her
retieal and technieal studles, when
ily the full sweet sounds came

the delight, as every one
3, of thousands for many years.
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18 I to hand =uch a layout as

§ to A dog.—Chieago Tribune.

RHeasonahle,

Chuareh Worker—Would you assist us,

goxl mir, to send a misslonary to the
rannibale? Mr. Gotrox—Not much! I'm
vegetaran But I'll assist you to send

hem some easily digested cmllf——/

"uck

Lived on Water,

The Tramp—I once lived on “?

lady, for six months. The Lady—Y
don’t look llke It How did you mana
It?T The Tramp-—-1 was a sallor,

Creat and formidable among men I8

the power of Inughter, No man Is proof
| against its spell.— Leopardl




