. THE MIRROR OF FATE

A VENETIAN LEGEND OF THE DAYS

OF THE DOGES.

Btory of the Beauty Who Was Intoxl-
ented With the Vislon of Her Own
Lovellness and the Statue In the
Church of San Glorgis Maggilore,

which 1

all among you

legend

offer It to

Here s a
Yenlee, 1

who are fond of solitude nnd silence. |

I offer It to you as I would offer a
flower which has blossomed amld som-
ber shadows on a sleeping lagoon:
Ghita Gherardinl was the nlece of the
doge. Poets whose names we have for-
gotten, but who were renowned at that
time, had composed Innumerable songs
In her honor. They pralsed In them the
tresses of the young girl, black as night,
In which pearls red milk
white stars. They also sang about the
radlance of her dark and
about the two roses which formel her
lips. In truth, Ghita Gherard
very beautiful, She had,

gle ke

violet eves

Ini was

however, lls

tenedd too earnestly to the passionate
words of the singers, and an Immense
pride took possession of her young sonl

One night she heard benenth win

dow the yearning sob of n lute., Sin
g In 8 motiouless gonlola, a lovesick
page was singing to her, Tender
the musle, and the water and the dark
ness added something to the sweetness
of the strains and to the passion
volee of the singer. The
was glorifying her as the most radlant
among all women,

Ghita heard lhim, and a
tremor ran through her. Wit
Ing to light the torches, which had gone
out, she took her wirror and ran to the

was

in the

page

young

delightful

window, through which the moonlight
shone Into her room. Thereupon in this
mysterious light she snw that s s

strangely beautiful; that
was Indesd wnatural 'l
moonlight revenled her pale
parent, like the princess of a poem
Intoxieated with her charms, she let
the seductive mirror [

her benu

nlmost su

and t 14

from her
bhand, and a sigh of admiration and of
ecstasy escaped her as she orld

*I am beautiful! I am beautiful!™

Thenceforth Ghita Gherardinl
all her time marveling at her own be
ty. Bhe did not deslre to fall in love
for she fancied that |
Mving who was worthy of her. Those
songs which had no words of prals
bher eyves nud her hair she treated with
contempt, and to the
glon she never gave n thought

Bhe went to high mass solely for the
purpose of belng seen by
fnd of belng flattered by them ns they
whispered to one another about
The restless eves were tarued
toward the altar

Bhe thought of nothing save her own
trinmphant beauty and of the Jowels
which set it off In sumptuous fashion,

One day Ghitn Gherardind slipped a
Httle mirror the first page of
her mass book, which had
eately llluminated by a pl
And while her attitude of devotion edl
fled the multitude she studied her face
enshrined In the book of prayer,

The doge's nlece had forgotten thnt
the Creator alone |s worthy of wor
ship and not any of his crenturcs, She

there was no man

mysteries of rell

the people

never

beside

been dell

12 art

hnd also forgotten that pride s
abominable sln—aye, perlinps the o
perllous of all sins—since It was th
eause of the rebellion of th wrehian
gels and the downfall of Lueifer

One day Ghita Gherarding v

tently studying her face
mirror besveen the holy
mass book, and suddenly she
loud ery of terror
bullding It rang, drowning the
volce of the priest, the responses of the
congregation and the .
mur of the organ And str
the doge's niece fell to the groumd In
A faint. Bhe had seen reflectnd In
gullty mlirfor, the sacrileglous mirror
not her own countennnce, but that of
Death,

There Ia today in the Chur
Glorgls Magglore
was accomplished, the statue of 0 wo
man, who Is seated awd looking at her
self In a wirror

Through the large

SONOron- nr

ghtway

h of 8a

where this miracle

wautiful is

this woman, as beautiful as Ghita
Gherardinl was formerly The story
goes that this statue Is the work of a
famons sculptor, but the people be
lleve—and their legends econtain a
good deal of truth—that It was once
Ghita Gherardinl herself and that her
body was turned into stone by the ter

rible vislon
To all those
dead cltles 1 offer this legeml. 1
It at Venlee as one oceastonnlly
flower which has blossomed amid som
ber shadows on a
Helene de Zuylen de Ny
pean Editlon New York [

who love the silence of
found
fiods a

sleweph
!

The Onlon

The value of the onlon In the dletury
has been made the ihiject of wh
doggerel verse All agree that bealtd

and beauty walt on the fragrant v’ ge

table,

Eat onlons In Ma

No doctor you'll pay
runs one oll verse, whil inother
promises a good complexion to the
onlon eater thus

Freah onlon and leek

New akir 1 A woek

Hir Ix.
Teacher—Robert, what does o volea

no do with its lava? Robert (the dul)
et boy In the class)—I—umm—n glve

it up! Teacher—Correct! Very good in-

dead, Robert

Suited Mim.
sofa

i house

and
I'll never

Will you be
- Hera ki

Khe—Oh, | plllows
tidles! If 1 ever

have such things s I
my wife?—C1
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Of 100,000 ehildren ten years old 31,-
2423 will survive to the age of seventy-
three
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Eager For Farm Knowledge.
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the door Into future which he had
to belleve would be his The
tence, 1 shall never marry a

ire Is bounded by his clar

the world has use for
still rang In his eara.

Is It, Misa Blanche?' he ask
el, trying to keep his volce calm, *“I

a hurry.”
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