
n

. . .  By . . .

GEORGE BARR McCUTCHEON
Copyright, toot, t>y Herbert S. S to n e ----------------------------------------

ue com plete. 
W ith a s ta r t

CH A PTER 1.— G renfa ll L orry , a w ealthy  A m erican  
globe tro tte r, »tumble* Into acq u ain tance  w ith a charm ­
ing  fo reign  g irl on the tra in  Irom  D enver to W ashing ton . 
T he pair is left behind when th e  flier stops for repairs in 
W est V irg in ia . I I .— L orry w ires ahead  to hold the  tra in . 
H e and the  unknow n g ir l ride tw enty  m iles at a tea rin g  
pace in a m ountain  coach. T here  is no love-m aking , 
but a near approach to It as th e  ro llin g  stage tum bles the  
passengers about. I I I .—L orry d ines w ith the  fo re ign  
p a rty , consisting  of Miss O uggenslocker, U ncle C aspar 
and A unt Y vonne. T hey  a re  n a tiv es of G rau sta rk , a 
coun try  Lorry had nev er heard o f before . IV. L orry  
show s th e  fo re igners the  sigh ts o f W ash ing ton . T hey  
leave for New York to sail on th e  K aiser W ilhelm . 
Miss O uggenslocker n a ively  ca lls  L orry  her ideal 
A m erican”  and inv ites him  to come and see h er a t Edel­
w eiss. V. W ildly in fa tuated . L orry  h u rrie s  to New 
Y ork. T he nam e G uggenslocker Is not on th e  steam er 
lis t. H e secs the  iteam er off. Miss G. w aves him  a kiss 
from  the  deck. V I.— L orry Joins h is  old friend , H arry  
A ngu ish , an A m erican a rtis t, in  P aris. G raustark  and 
Its cap ita l. Edelw eiss, a re  located by a guide book. T he 
A m ericans get no trace  of the  O uggenslocker*  th ere . 
V II. L orry sees h is charm er d riv in g  in  a ca rr ia g e  w ith 
a b eau tifu l com panion of her own se a . H e gets a g lance  
of recogn ition , but th e  ca rriag e  ro lls on , leav ing  th e  
m ystery  unsolved. L a te r  he  receives a note at h is hotel 
s ig n en  Sophia G uggenslocker, in v itin g  him  to v isit her 
next day. V III. In th e  even ing  L orry  and A nguish 
ram ble about the grounds of the  castle  w here dw ells the  
court of th e  Princess o f G raustark . T hey  ov erh ear a 
plot to abducts the  p rincess and reso lve to cap tu re  the  
Blotters red handed. IX .—Follow ing th e  consp ira to rs, 
L orry finds h im self in a room he heard  them  designate  
as th a t o f th e  princess. X .—L orry  te lls  th e  p rincess of 
the  p lo t. M utual recognition ; she  is Miss G u g g en ­
slocker. D annox, th* guard , is In th e  abduction plot. 
H e fe lls  L orry  w ith  a te rrib le  blow. A nguish  to the  
rrsc u e . XI.—L orry  q uartered  In th e  castle . T he p r in ­
cess v is its  h im , but forbids a ll ta lk  of love. X II. 
G raustark  is bankrup t and owes the  neighboring  p rin ce  
dom of A lp h a  n $ .10 ,000 ,i0 \ T he cred ito r dem ands 
ra sh  or th e  cession  of th e  richest d is tric ts  of G raustark . 
XIII.—T h e P rince of A xphain offers to ex tend  the  loan 
If the  p rincess w ill m arry  hi» son L oren*. P rince  G a­
b riel of D aw sbergen a lto  bids for th e  p rincess 's  hand 
w ith  o ffer of a loan. Y etlve te lls  L orry  that she belongs 
to her heople and wilt m arry  L orenz,

W ith an ex<*lfl!tintioii of de ligh t he re ­
sum ed his position beside her. I lls

* *AUotlr!” the crta l  < » »  fran tic  terror
hand trem bled ns he took up hers to 
■itrr.v it to his lips. “W e a re  ch ildren— 
¡»laying w ith  tire,” he m urm ured, th is 
¡lignite, th is fool!

She allowed her hand to  lie limply In 
Ids. her bead sinking to the  back of the 
chair. W hen her hand w as n ear his 
feverish lips, cool and w hite anti t ru s t­
ing. he ch«*ck<*d the upw ard  progress, 
“slowly he raised his eyes to  study her 
face, finding th a t hers wen* closed, the  
seinblauee of a sm ile Touching her lips 
is If they  wen* In a happy dreatu.

T h e  lips! The lips! T he lips! The 
m adness of love rushed Into his h eart; 
(he ex p ec tan t ha ml w as fo rgotten ; his 
•very hop«* and every tlesin* m easured 
itself ag a in st his discretion as he look­
'd upon the tem pting  face. Could he 
kiss those lips but ouce his life would

she opened her eyes, 
loulitiess a t  the  com m and of the  m as­
terful ones above. The eyes of blue 
met th e  eyes of g ray  In a short, sharp  
struggle, and the blue w ent down in 
surrender. I lls  lips trium phed  slowly. 
Iraw ln g  closer and closer as If restrain* 
*d and im pelled by the  sam e em otion— 
irro g u n t love.

"Open your eyes, darling ,” he whis- 
| pered. and  she obeyed. Then th e ir  lips 

met—her first kiss of love!
She trem bled  from  head to foot, per­

fectly pow erless beneath  the  spell. 
Again he kissed a  princess on her 
throne. A t th is  second kiss her eyes 
grew wide w ith terro r, and she sprang  
from his side, s tan d in g  before him like 
jne  b ereft of reason.

“Oh, iny God! W hat have you done?" 
she w alled. H e s taggered  to his feet, 
dizzy w ith Joy.

“ H a!” cried a gruff voice from  the  
doorway, and the  guilty  ones w hirled 
to look upon the w itness to th e ir  bliss­
ful crim e. Inside the  cu rta in s , w ith 
carb ine leveled a t  the  head of the 
Am erican, stood Allode, the  guard , his 
face d isto rted  w ith  rage. T he princess 
scream ed and  leaped betw een Lorry 
and the  th re a te n in g  carbine.

“ Allode!” she cried in fra n tic  terro r, 
l i e  angrily  cried ou t som eth ing  in his 

native tongue and  she b reath lessly , 
im ploringly replied. Lorry did not u n ­
derstand  th e ir  w ords, bu t he knew  th a t 
she had saved him from  death  a t the 
hand of her loyal, e rrin g  guard . Al­
lode low ered his gun, bowed low and 
turned  his back upon the  throne.

"H e—he would have killed you," she 
said trem ulously, her face the  picture 
of combined agony and relief. She re­
m em bered th e  b ligh ting  kisses and 
theu the  uverted  d isaster.

“ You—w h at did you say to him ?" he 
asked.

“ I—I—oh, I will uot tell you!” she 
cried.

“ I beg o f you!”
“ I told him th a t  he w as to—w as to 

put dow n his gun .”
"I know th a t, bu t w hy?" he p e rs is t­

en.
“ I—nch. to save you. stup id !”
“ How did you explain  th e—th e” — H e 

hesita ted  generously.
“ 1 told him th a t I had not been—th a t 

1 bad not been”—
"Say It!"
"T h a t I had not been—offended!" she 

gasped, s tand ing  stiff mid s tra ig h t, 
w ith eyes glued upo'u the  obedient 
guard .

“ You w ere not?” he rap tu rously  cried. 
"I said  it only to save  your life!” sbo 

cried, tu rn ing  fiercely upon him. "I 
shall never forgive you—never! Y’on 
m ust go— you m ust leave here nt once! 
LH> you hear? I can n o t have  you n ear 
me now; I cannot see you again . W hat 
have 1 given you the rig h t to  any ol 
me?”

“Stop! It Is ns s iicm l a s”—
"Yes. yea; I understand! I tru s t you. 

bu t you m ust go! F ind some excuse 
to give your friend  and go today! Go 
now!” she cried Intensely, first pu tting  
her hands to  her tem ples, theu  to her 
eyes.

W ithout w aiting  to h ear his rem on­
strance. If IndtHHi he had the  pow er to 
u tte r  on«*, she glided sw iftly  tow ard  
the cu rta in s , allow ing him to follow at

m s win. uuzeu  an a  c rusnea  a t  tne 
sudden end to every th ing , he dragged 
his footsteps a fte r. A t the  door she 
spoke in low, im perative  tones to the 
m otionless Allode, who dropped to his 
knees and m uttered  a reveren tia l re­
sponse. As Lorry passed beneath  the 
hand th a t held the  cu rta in  aside he 
glanced a t  the  face of the  m an who 
had been w itness to  th e ir  w eakness, 
l ie  w as looking s tra ig h t ahead, aud 
from  his expression it could uot have 
been detected  th a t  he knew  there  w as 
a m an on e a rth  save  him self. In  the 
hall she tu rned  to him, her face cold 
ar.d pale.

“ I have fa ith fu l guards  abou t me 
now. Allode has said  he did not see 
you in the tlironeroom . He will die 
before he will say o therw ise ,” she 
said, her lips trem bling  w ith  sham e. 

“Uy your com m and?”
“By my request. I do not com m and 

my men to lie.”
Side by side they passed dow n the 

quiet hall, silent, though tfu l, the s tra in  
o f dea th  upon th e ir  hearts.

“ I shall obey th e  only com m and you 
have given, then. Tills day  I leave the 
castle. You will let me come again—to 
see you? T here  can be no h a rm ”—

"No! You m ust leave G rau sta rk  a t 
once!” she in te rru p ted , the  tones low.

"I refuse to go! I shall rem ain  in 
Edelw eiss, n ear you. ju s t  so long a s  I 
feel th a t I m ay be of service to you.”

"1 cannot d rive you out as I would a 
th ief," she said  pointedly.

At the  top of the  b road  s ta ircase  he 
held out his hand and  m urm ured: 

“ Goodby, your h ighness.”
“Goodby.” she said sim ply, placing 

her hand in his a f te r  a m om ent’s hesi­
tation. Then she left him.

An hour In ter the tw o Am ericans, 
one strangely  subdued, the  o ther cu ri­
ous, excited and im patien t, stood be­
fore the castle  w aiting  for th e  carriage. 
F oun t I la lfo n t w as w ith them , begging 
them  to rem ain, a s  he could see no rea­
son for the  sudden leavetak ing . Lorry 
assured  him th a t they had trespassed  
long enough ou the cou rt's  hospita lity  
and th a t  he would feel much m ore com­
fortab le  nt the  hotel. A nguish looked 
narrow ly  a t  his friend 's  fact*, bu t said 
nothing, l i e  w as beginning to u nder­
stand .

“ Let us w alk  to the  gates. T he count 
will oblige us by in stru c tin g  the  coach-

nueiw eiss. Liau uot tne  C ountess Hag- 
m ar told him  she would a lw ays lx* 
happy to s«»e him a t  the  castle, and  had  
he any reason to  renounce its w alls? 
Aud so it  w as th a t they tu rrled  to­
gether.

L orry  loitered aim lessly, moodily, 
about the  tow n, spending gloomy days 
and w retched  n ights. H e reasoned 
th a t it w ere wisdom to fly, but a force 
stronger than  reason held him in LJel- 
weiss. H e ven tured  several tim es to 
the castle  wall, bu t tu rned  back reso­
lutely. T here w as hope in his b reast 
th a t she m ight send for him. T hera  
w as a t least the  possibility of s e e in j  
her should she ride through the  streets. 
Anguish, ou the o th er hand, visited the  
castle daily. H e spent hours w ith  th e  
pretty  countess, undism ayed by th e  
noble m oths th a t flu ttered  abou t her 
flame, and be w as ever persisten t, 
light hearted  and gay. He brought to 
L orry ’s ears all th a t  he could learn  of 
the princess. Several tim es he had 
seen her and had spoken w ith  her. She 
inquired  casually  a f te r  the  health  of 
bis friend, bu t nothing more. From  
the countess he ascerta ined  th a t  her 
highness w as sleeping soundly, ea ting  
heartily  and apparen tly  enjoying the  
best of spirits, in form ation  decidedly 
irr ita tin g  to  the  one who received it 
second hand.

They had btxm a t  th e  hotel for over a 
week w hen one afternoou A nguish 
rushed into the room out of b rea th  and 
scarcely able to  control his excitem ent.

“ W h a t’s up?" cried Lorry. “H as the 
countess sacked you?”

“Not on yo u r coin! B u t som ething is 
up, and  1 am  its  discoverer. You re 
m em ber w h a t you said abou t suspect­
ing Prince G abriel of being the  chief 
rascal in the  abduction job? W ell, my 
boy, I a in  now  w illing to s tak e  my life 
th a t he is the  m an.” The new s bearer 
sa t dow n on the  edge of the bed and 
drew  the first long b rea th  he had had  
in a long tim e.

“ W hy do you th in k  so?" dem anded 
the other, all in terest.

“ H eard  him ta lk in g  ju s t  now. I 
d idn’t know who th e  fellow  w as at 
first, bu t he w as ta lk ing  to  som e 
s tran g e  looking soldiers as I passed. 
As soon as I heard  his voice I knew  he 
w as M ichael. There isn ’t any question 
abou t it. Lorry. I am positive. H e did 

m an to follow .” said Lorry, eager to be i not observe me, b u t I suppose by th is
o ff.

“Allow me to jo in  you in the  w alk, 
gentlem en.” said  C ount C aspar, im m e­
diately in structing  a lackey to send the 
carriage  a f te r  them . H e and Lorry 
w alked on together. A nguish lingering 
behind, having  caugh t s igh t of the 
Countess Ih igm ar. T h a t charm ing  and 
unconventional piece of nobility 
prom ptly followed th e  prim e m in iste r’s 
exam ple and  escorted  the  rem ain ing  
guest to the  gate.

F a r  dow n the  w alk  Lorry tu rn ed  for

tim e he has learned th a t  his little  job 
w as fru s tra ted  by tw o A m ericans who 
heard  the plot n ear the  castle  gates. 
H e has nerve to come here, h asn ’t he?"

" I f  he is gu ilty , yes. Still he m ay feel 
secure  because he is a pow erfu l prince 
and  able to resen t any accusation  w ith 
a show  of fore«*. When* is he now ?”

“ I left him there. Come on. W e'll go 
down, and  you can see fo r yourself."

T hey hurried  to the corridor, which 
w as sw arm ing  w ith  m en in s trange  
uniform s. T here w ere a few  G rau- 

a last g lance a t the  castle  from  w hich s ta rk  officers, bu t the  m ajo rity  of the
love had banished  him. Y'etive w as 
stand ing  on the  balcony, looking not a t 
the m onastery , bu t a t the  exile.

She rem ained there  long a f te r  the 
carriage  had pass«*d her ga tes  bt*aring 
the A m ericans sw iftly  over the w hite 
C astle avenue, it ml tln*re w ere te a rs  in 
her «*yes.

buzzing conversa tionalists  w ere dressed 
hi a  rich g ray  uniform .

"W ho a re  these s tran g e rs?” asked 
Lorry.

“Oh. I forgot to  tell you. P rince Lo­
renz is ulso here, and these gray  fel­
lows a re  a p a rt of his retinue. Lorenz 
has gone on to the  castle. W hat’s the  
m atte r?” IiOrry had tu rn ed  pale aud 

C H A P T E R  XV. «’as  reaching  for the  w all w ith  un-
the betrothal. steady  hand.

HARRY A nguish w as a d iscreet. ‘‘B e has come fo r his an sw er,” he 
fo rU 'arlug  fellow. He did not s#kl slow ly, painfully , 
d i'inand a full exp lanation  ®f (C ontinued)

his friend. T here  w as enough
natu ra l w it in his m erry  head to see A fine complexion and a good head 
th a t in connection w ith th e ir  d ep a rtu re  of hair are always to be desired, 
there  w as som ething that would not Mademoiselle LaCourse can convince 
Him It of discussion even by con Aden- y0u that it pays to care for each in a 
I ia 1 friends. He shrew dly  form ed his sensible way-
own conclusions aud held his pence. ------------------------- --
Nor did he betray  su rp rise  w hen Lor- If you intend buyin hardware y^u 
ry Inform ed him in an sw er to a ques- , . ,
tio:i th a t he intend«*d to rem ain in s^ou*d call and see the most complete 
Edelw eiss for some tim e, adding that stock in the valley. It costs nothing,
he could not expect him to do likew ise see for yourself. Goff Bros, are up-to- 
If be p referred  to re tu rn  to  P aris . B u t , v
Mr. A nguish preferred to  rem ain  in date m erchants.
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