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CHAPTER 1.—Grenfall Lorry, a wealthy American 
globe trotter, itumblca Into acquaintance with a charm­
ing foreign girl on the train from Denver to Waahlngtoo. 
The pair ii left behind when the flier stopa for repair* in 
Weft Virginia. II.—Lorry wires ahead to hold the train. 
He and the unknown g irl ride twenty miles at a tearing 
pace in a mountain conch. There is no love-making, 
but a near approach to It as the rolling stage tumble* the 
paisenger* about. III .—Lorry dine* with the foreign 
party, com liting of Ml** Ouggenslocker, Uncle Caspar 
and Aunt Yvonne. They are natives of Graustark, a 
country Lorry had never heard of before. IV.—Lorry 
shows the foreigner* the sights of W ashington. They 
leave for New York to sail on the Kaiser W ilhelm. 
Miss Ouggenslocker naively calls Lorry her “ ideal 
American”  and invites him to come and see her at Edel­
weiss. V. Wildly infatuated, Lorry hurries to New 
York. The name Ouggenslocker Is not on the steamer 
list. He sees the steamer off. Miss O. waves him a kiss 
from the deck. VI.—Lorry loins his old friend, Harry 
Anguish, an American artist, In Paris. Graustark and 
Its capital, Edelweiss, are located by a guide hook. The 
Americans get no trace of the Guggenslocker* there. 
VII. Lorry secs his charm er driving in a carriage with 
a beautiful companion of her own sex. He gets a glance 
of recognition, but the carriage rolls on, leaving the 
mystery unsolved. Later he receives a note a t his hotel 
slgnen Sophia Ouggenalockrr, Inviting him to visit her 
next day. VIII. In the evening Lorry and Anguish 
ramble about the ground* of the castle where dwells the 
court of the Princess of Graustark. They overhear a 
plot to abducts the princess and reaolve to capture the 
plotters red handed.

C H A P T E R  IX .
T H E  E X P L O IT  OF LORHY AN D  A N O U I8B .

DU RIN G tbe ha lf hour spen t in 
the g rassy  ditch  o r g u tte r  they (
spoke not m ore th an  half a 
dozen tim es and  In tbe falu tesl 

of w hispers. They could heur the 
guard  pacing the  drivew ay  inside the 
ponderous gate, bu t aside from  his 
footsteps no sound w as distinguishable. 
A sense of oppression cam e over the 
two w atchers as the m inutes grew

spired. “ W e’ll tak e  chances and nope 
for the  best. I f  we see we are  going to 
fall, we can then  call for the gunrds. 
The grounds a re  doubtless full of sol­
diers. The only p a rt I ’m w orried about 
is the groping th rough  th a t  s trange  
dark  castle .”

"W e m ust do som e calcu lating , and 
we m ust stick  close together. * By 
w atching  w here they  sta tion  the tw o 
Viennese we can figure abou t w hat d i­
rection we m ust take  to get to the  p rin ­
cess’ room. Sh! Isn ’t th u t some one 
approaching?"

They s tra ined  tlie lr ea rs  for a mo­
m ent and then  involuntarily , spasm od­
ically shook hands, each heaving the 
deep b rea th  of excitem ent. T he s tea lthy  
rustle  of m oving bodies w as heard, 
fain t, bu t positive. It w as u moment 
of suspense th a t  would have stra ined  
the  nerve o f a stone im age. W here 
w ere the  abductors?  On w hich side of 
th e  rood and from  w hat direction did 
they  come? Oh. for the  eyes of a cut!

T here  w as a sligh t shuttling of feet 
n ea r the  gate, a suppressed "Sh!’' and 
then  deuth ly  silence. The gate  opened, 
u fa in t creak ing  a tte s tin g  the fact, fol 
lowed by the  heavy b rea th ing  of men. 
the  noise of subdued activ ity , the  scent 
of chloroform , some w hispering and 
then  the  creaking  of the  gate.

"T hey 've gone.” w hispered Anguish. 
L orry’s form  arose to a crouching pos 
ture, and a m om ent la te r he w as cross­
ing the  road w ith  the  tread  of a cat. 
his cane gripped firmly in his hand. 
A nguish followed w ith drow n revolver. 
So still w as th e ir  approach th a t they 
w ere upon tbe figure of a man before 
they w ere aw are  of the  fact. In the 
darkness the forem ost Am erican -saw  
the outline  of a hum an figure l»ending 
over a long object on the  ground. He 
could sm ell chloroform  strongly and 
grasped tbe  situation . T he Viennese 
w as adm in istering  the  drug, his com­
panions having left th a t du ty  for him 
to perform . No doubt the  treacherous 
guardsm an w as lying calm ly on his 
back, bound and gagged, welcoming 
unconsciousness w ith a sm ile of 8€>curl- 
ty.

As soon ns Lorry gained his bearings 
fully he prepured to fell the  w retch  
who w as to stand  w atch. A nguish 
heard his friend’s figure suddenly shoot 
to an  erec t position. T here  w as a w h ir­
ring sound as of d istu rbed  a ir  and then 
a dull thud . Som ething rolled over ou 
file ground, and all w as still, l i e  w as 
ut L orry ’s side in an Instan t.

“ I hope 1 haven’t killed him !” whis* 
pered ls irry . “Quick 1 H ere is his bo t­
tle of ether. Hold It beneath  his nose.
I am going to pile the  body of th is  
guard crossw ise on top of him. H e will 
not be able to arise  If he should recov- 
rr  consciousness.”

All th is  w as done In a m om ent’s tim e, 
and the  tw o  truckers w ere beaded for 
the en trance. The ga te  w as a ja r  tw o 
•r th ree  feet. W ith tu rb u len t h e a rts  
I hoy stole through.

“ K eep along the w all.” «whispered 
Lorry, “and tru s t to luck. T he castle  
is to the left.”

W ithout hesitation they crep t over 
the noiseless grass close- beside the 
wall. D irectly they beard  sounds near 
at band. T he abductors w ere binding 
and chloroform ing the  guard  a t the  ar- 
!>or. A fter w aiting  for some m om ents 
thev heard  the party  glide aw ay  In the

longer and m ore dea th like  in th e ir  still­
ness.

They knew  noth ing  of the su rround ­
ings. If they failed, there  w as the d an ­
ger of being shot by the  guards before 
uu explanation  could be made. If they 
succeeded, it m ust be through  sheer 
good fo rtune  and not through prow ess 
of mind or muscle. Both knew  the 
sensible, Judicious act would be to 
alurm  the guards and  thus  avoid all 
possible chance of a fiasco. W ith m is­
givings and doubts In their h e a rts  the 
tw o  self appointed guard ians of the 
princess lay th e n 1 upon the grass, 
afra itl to give up the project, ye t fea r­
ing the  outcome.

“The dickens will be to pay, Ixirry, 
If they dls|M>se of th is guard  on the  In­
side und look the gate. Then how are 
we to follow?” w hispered Anguish.

Iiorry w as though tfu l for aw hile. He 
felt the  chill of d lscourugem eut in his 
heart.

“ In th a t case we m ust He outside aud 
w ait till they  come ou t w ith  the p rin ­
cess; then  m ake a sudden a ssau lt aud 
rescue her. In the d arkness we can 
m ake them  th iuk  there  a re  a dozen res­
cuer»,“ he w hispered a t length. A fter 
aw hile Anguish asked ano ther ap p a l­
ling question, the ou tgrow th  of bruin 
racking study  i

“Huppose these fellows, who will bo 
in guards’ uniform , should tu rn  about 
and  cap tu re  us. W hat then? We are  
s trangers , and our story would not be 
believed. They could slip aw ay lu the 
excitem ent end  leave us lu a very awk- 
w nrd  position.”

“ H arry . If we are going to hatch  up 
all so rts  of possibilities, le t’s give up 
the  th ing  righ t now. I h a re  thought of 
a thousand contingencies, and I realize 
how despera te  the  Job is to tie. We 
m ust e ith e r cast d iscretion to the w inds 
or we m ust re trea t. W hich shall we 
do?”

“Oast aside discretion and hang our 
fears.” said the o ther, once m ore in­

a a ran ess  and followed. The Dody or 
the guard  w as lying ju s t  outside the 
m outh of the  arbor, and  the  odor of 
chloroform  w as alm ost overpow ering. 
Once inside the  long arbor, the  A m eri­
cans moved slow ly and  w ith  g rea te r 
caution. T here  w as a dim  ligh t in a 
basem ent w indow  ahead. T ow ard  the  
fron t of the  castle  and in the  second 
story a fa in t glow cam e from  ano ther 
window. They guessed it to  be from  
the p rincess’ room or from  th a t  o f the  
countess.

At last they saw  four figures steal 
past the  dim  basem ent light. One of 
them linlted n ear the w indow and th ree  
crept aw ay  in the darkness. P resen tly  
one of them  retu rned , and all ac tiv ity  
was a t  an end for the  tim e b^ing. How 
aear it wns to 2 o’clock the w atehers 
could not tell. They only knew  th a t  
they w ere w ith in  tw enty-five feet of 
Geddos and Ostrom  and th a t  they 
would not have long to w ait.

Soon a b righ t little  blaze of light 
crossed the  basem ent opening. Then 
it re tu rned , crossing a second tim e and 
a th ird . All w as still again . The soft 
shuttle of a foot, the  rustle  of arbor 
vines, and the  form  of a mnn craw led 
up to the  window. W ith inconceivable 
s tea lth  and carefu lness it glided 
through th e  apertu re , followed by a 
companion.

Lorry and Anguish w ere a t the  open­
ing a second or tw o later, ly ing  flat on 
their stom achs and listening for sounds 
from w ithin. The dim light w as still 
lliere. the w indow wns open und there  
w as a sound of w hispering. Lorry 
raised his head and peered through, 
tak ing  calcu lations w hile the  light 
made it possible. He saw  an open door 
ou the  opposite side of the  low room, 
w ith steps beyond leading upw ard. 
Between the  w indow  and the  door there  
w ere no obstacles. Up those steps 
he saw  th ree  men creep, the leader 
carrying the dim  light. The door w as 
left open, doubtless to afford unim ­
peded exit from  the building In caHe 
of em ergency. H arry  Anguish touched 
L orry’s arm .

“ 1 took the  tw o pistols from  th a t 
Vienna m an ou t there. We m ay need 
them . H ere  is one fo r yourself. Go 
first. Lorry.’’ he w hispered.

Lorry stuck  the  revolver In his coat 
(iccket and gently  slid th rough  the w in­
dow to tbe floor below. H is friend  fol­
lowed. and they paused to  listen. Tnk-

spacious nail. T he A m ericans nad no  
tim e and  no desire to  inspect th e ir  su r­
roundings. T he wide doors a t the  fa r  
side of tb e  room opened softly , and  
here the  trio  paused. Down a g rea t 
m arble hallw ay a dim  red light shed 
Its soft glow. I t cam e from  the  lam p 
a t th e  foot of th e  broad sta ircase.

T he cook pointed to the  steps and 
then  gave h is thum b a je rk  tow ard  th e  
le f t  W ithou t th e  least sign of fea r 
Geddos and  O strom  glided into the  
hall and  m ade for the  staircase. T he 
w atchers could not bu t feel a th rill o f 
adm iration  fo r these  daring  w retches. 
B ut now a new  danger confronted 
them . T he cook rem ained stand ing  in 
the  doorw ay w atch ing  his fellow s in 
crim e! H ow  w ere they to pass him ?

T here  w as no tim e to  be lost. T be 
abductors w ere creeping up th e  steps 
a lready , and  tb e  cook m ust be d is­
posed of. H e had blown out th e  ligh t 
which he ca rried  and  w as now a very 
dim shadow . L orry  glided fo rw ard  
and in an  in s ta n t stood before th e  
am azed fellow , jam m ing  a pistol in to  
his face.

"A sound and  you die!” he hissed.
"D on’t  mover* cam e an o th er w h is­

per, and  a second revolver touched hi-» 
ear. T he cook, perhaps, did not know  
their language, b u t he certa in ly  under­
stood its  m eaning. He trem bled  and  
would have fa llen  to  the  floor had  no t 
the s tro n g  hand  o f Lorry pinned him 
to the  w all. T he hand w as on his 
th ro a t too.

“Chloroform  him, H arry , and don’t  
let him  m ake a sound!” w hispered  th e  
ow ner of th e  hand. A nguish’s tw itc h ­
ing fingers succeeded those o f his 
friend on the  cook’s th roa t, h is pistol 
wns re tu rn ed  to  h is pocket, a n d  th e  
little  bo ttle  cam e aga in  in to  use.

" I ’ll go ahead . Follow  me as  soon 
ns you have finished th is  fellow . Be 
carefu l and  tu rn  to  th e  le f t w hen  you 
come to th e  top.”

Lorry w as off across the  m arble floor, 
headed for the s ta irw ay , and A nguish 
w as left in charge of the cook, of whom  
he w as to m ake short work. Now 
came the  desperate , uncertain  p a rt  of 
the transaction . Suppose he w ere to  
m eet the tw o conspirators a t  the  head 
of the stn lrs, or in the  hall, o r th a t  th e  
o ther trn ito r, D annox, should appear 
to f ru s tra te  all. I t  w as the  m ost try ­
ing m om ent in the  whole life o f th e  
reckless Lorry.

W hen near the top of the steps, he 
hugged the  high ba lu strade  and  cau­
tiously peered ahead. He found him ­
self looking dowu a long hall, a t  th e  
fa r  end of which, to  his right, a dim  
light w as burning, 'lu c re  w as no 
sound and there  was no sign o f th e  
tw o men e ither to the  righ t o r to  the  
le f t  I lls  h ea rt felt like lead. They 
evidently  had en tered  the  princess’ 
room. How wns he to find th a t  room ? 
Slowly he w riggled across the  broad, 
dark  hall, s tra igh ten ing  up in th e  
shadow  of a g rea t post. From  th is  
point he edged along the wall for a dis­
tance of ten  o r tw elve feet to th e  left. 
A sound cam e from  fa r th e r  dow n th e  
hall, and he Im agined he heard  some 
one approaching.

(Continued)

GOOD THINGS AT
“ A  etiund a n d  i/ou «11«/”  he hissed.

!ng A nguish by the hand th e  o th er led 
t* e way s tra ig h t to the  spot w here he 
rem em bered seeing th e  door.

Boldly the  tw o men began the  b rea th ­
less ascent of the stone steps. The top 
w as reached, and fa r  ahead, dow n a 
na rro w  hall, they saw  the  th ree  men 
und the dim  light moving. Tw o of 
them  wore un ifo rm s of guards. Keep­
ing  close to  the wall, th e ir  follow ers 
crep t a f te r  them . Up a n o th e r flight of 
steps they  w ent End then  th rough  a

Nicholson & Son,
Forest Grove, Oregon

GROCERY STORE


