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AN OLD STORY.

“It I8 of no nse! sald Mary desperate
ly. "I can’t think of a single thing to
may.”

8he sat and frowned gloomlly, biting
the end of her penholder. Now and
then she ran her hand  distractedly
through her hair. This was a trick of
hers when thinking hard, and, as a rale, |
the result was startling than
pleasing

“It Is of no use! she sald agaln, buat
thia time with a different lnfection, 1
mustn't sit here and give way to lazi
ness like this. 11 1 don't write a tale we
can't pay the grocer's bill! T must and
will begin, only —what on earth am 1
to may "

Mary's britln was fertile enough, and
her busy fancy generally dellighted In
sploning love stortes and the Uke, In
the early days of her seribbling she had
been greatly lmughed at by ber mother
and sisters, but when welcome Hitle
checka began to come o return  for
bulky envelopes sent through the post
the tone of the family altered and Mary
had for some time been regarded ns a
person of Importance

Perhapsa they overrated her powers,
for they had come to the conclusion
that Mary could do almost anything
Mary's head was looked upon ns a bank
upon which an unlimited amount of
modest demnnds could be deawn, and
the girl now and then felt a teifle over

maore

whelmed ns she reallzea whnt was ex
pected of her |
“Oh, Mary must write a tale!™ he

mother would say easily, when an ad
ditional expense was suggesied Mo the
fancy of the moment would be Indulged
In, and Mary would shut herself uap In
the little room she cnlled  her |
whence [n due tlme ahe would emerge i
|
|
|

own

tiredd but telumplinnt

On this partienlar morning
ahe moeked her bralns (o valn
her hardest to think
framework upon which o
usual mild love-making, b
ahe tried to woo “the
obstinately dbd the sald ms
respond to her ndvam

however
Nhe trieml
slender
hang the
the

the more

of sonie

ore
s,

it

Mary, the tears brimming up Inte her
eyes, I have sat here this morning for
uearly an bour, and bot a single ldea
And—1 didn’'t dare to
tell mother and the girls—my last story
was rejected. 1t was such a blow, for

I had been counting on the mooey to

buy Jenny's summer dress. She was
rather cross when | told her she muast
walt a while longer |
My dear little soul” sald the young
BN, “YOU P oy Kedl, That I8 toe

iple explanation of the wi

w5, shie dropy

il erled

(e
Joln Redn

rlous study

world
es, and los

of capabll

exclaimed John !

That Is nonss
10 W earnestly “As | sald
before Lire overworked, You have
been o much. Your bralp needs
rest, and ugh have one, Mary." |

“Well, It ean’t, Just at present,” sald I
Mary, shaklng her head very declded
Iy “Ther lenny's new dress and

I shall Know no peace
things are off my mind.” |

but he

untll those two

ohn was sl

1 minuie

troutle

“If 1 could Just get an 1den.” sald
Mary, more hopefully, “1 think 1 conld
work it our I seem to have used up

everything! 1 have written about lost

about the helress

helrs and lost wllls
who pretended to be poor and the ad

venturess who pretended to be plch |

have told about the man who express

il the ntmost detestation of ‘the new

worman' and ended by ng madly In
ted the his
rinlned to have
gave up all for

love with one, 1 has

tory of the girl whao
a ‘career’ and flnally

love I'hese things @ all worn out,
John! Fhey have become so fé
that I am ashamed to press the
things Into further serviee

John smiled

“They are far from dying, Mary
They are full of vitality yet" |
“Well, somebody else  may have
them,” sald Mary, returning the smile
*At least, for n while I may be glad
to fall back on them soawe day, but |

Just now 1 shonld Hke something fresh

All sorts of

ey Hogs are constant- |

Iy happening in real Hife if [ could only

get to hear them. John, haven't \...1!
an ldea of any Kind? Or some |§|r|.-|
e within vour nwn |

|

thing that huas o

| more

s0 dear to him as the one they

| much

with an alr of resignation
a girl In it, I suppose.”

“Oh, yes!" returned John, very de-
cldedly, *“*There Is 1 girl in It; and an
uncommonly nlee girl, wo.”

“Grood graclous! sald Mary. "It is
all easy enough, Deseribe me her ap
pearance, character and surroundings
Fell me what she Aid, and how she did
It. Then explain where the man comes
lu—for there |s a man In It, 1 suppose ™’

“Oh, ves sald J

n., as decl Iy ns

before. “There man It
Well, what about him?" asked Mary
IENL as well In
T |
tell

oltied Mary

It Isn't,” suld

nting.” returned John quick

quite lovely

things and sell them to the shops

Mury, *“but w’ru does

sl

the romance
Mning tot

Mar

conrse,"" sald

[ am ¢ 1, replied Jo
Give me time :

“O)h, of

Mary
went on

amiably
again

these girls were

s had shown a

o an almost friendless

olor

faint

lohn ook no heed

started and a
into her cheeks;
and his volee became firmer and clear

crept
but

the

“To the actlon of that good man
SUCCesSs CAle
£

rer forgot this

well whatever

He

wondere

boy
him In after life,
and he often
best repay the debt he owed”

John paused, but Mary did not speak

how he could

“And as the tlme went on he found
the debt Inereased rather than dimin
Ished, For though his fiest benefactor

hnd passed away, he bhad left kKindly
hearts behind And as boy
grew foto manhood he prized more and
recelved
that

him the

the welcome he ever

from those good women and felt
In the whole world there was no spot
enlled

home,"

Agaln John paused, but Mary made
no effort to break the sllence
“He loved them all,”" sald John
it"—here a4 new  tenderness  crept

into his volee—"he learned at last that
for one of them he had the love which
a man only glves to one woman In the
was not, [ think, quite
her mother and slsters,
cared for her, She had

world., Sb
understood by

as they

experience Anything that holds a | & talent which she was glad to turn to
tiny sph of romanes, you know.' useful account, but the others hardly
John At her a8 moment and | T lzed that the task which was gen
secmed  Inelined o speak ien his | erally a pleasure might at times be
mind apparently altered amd he shook | very hard and wearisome I'hey
his head | wax play for her to sit down
O™ erled  Mary  disappointediy | and  palnt Bo sometimes her hoart
“that 1s oo bad You look exactly as | fafled her o Hetl
it you had an i - L | M face wis very white now, but

“1 feel exactly as If o wet sponge had “Well " said m slowly, “a falnt | the color rushed suddenly buck Into ft
been passed over my  braln”  she | glimmering 40 seem eome to me, | A5 John gently took her hand Into his
thought, despalringly. “There doesn't | but T am afrald vou will think It silly.” | own
seem & singie ldea lere.” | “Do tell me! lalmed Mary ‘1 I'his young

Just then a gentle rap came at the | ghall be so grareful : loved her more de
door | And | don't know that It is parti But

“Come in" snid Mary, impatiently ularly new " went on John In sina 1 dared

Bhe neverliked to be Interrupted when | qoubtful was T W YW I
whe was trving to work, nmd fnst now Well A atnd sald Siary | & Boe. éha
she felt more than usually croas ri i Sy, ke ok SWRY - it o

Her face relaxed a llittle, however i ' atih Wi " \im Tor F
when she saw her visitor i ate o  watk Rl & vl bnkl 2 i TR

“You, Johu! 1 thought It was Jenny St bia i il o s g . g :

1 wopdered whatever she wants) ST Bt o ¥ : \ e ab b
niow."” o oii. Jo I . . e

“Poor Jenny sald the neweom | ® - .00 h . I s i W -
langhing. SRIE = Qe \ : i S e - 2

“Poor Mary, 1 think,” rejolned Mary o N oY > 1 1A | 1l sl -
dolefully | . = kod M ; x s SATA- W

“Why, whatever is the matter 18k | v dé . | Aa it aln v 1
od Jobn Redipond, taking a seat, and [ don e i3 ; i gy 5 .
evidently preparing to make | lapsing Into greas I ¢ | & totl what =
as comfortable as clrenmsiances T depenis g W they  regn .h asei] AW ’
mitted, He looked very strong and ea- | Chinis 6 =g it i 2 = 4 | . .
pable as he smiled 1] e = . ' : Vo B ais e
and the girl was conscions o Phow 4 S ] ~I !
feeling of relef, though UL
knew ita source St by W ' Hngs \ W I g tenrest,” sl

“Well," mald Mary, “1 feel worrisl : 3 v . ' ] ' vhile lat | bt s
and bothered. You know, John, how WAVELS ‘ K ) itking a ata | ¥ R <
much all onr folks ol In th ' . il ! | easily afterwand
way of looking to me 1 1 ; noes: W VT 1 story s very hacks whiis
ey matters? N seriousness. | ol Ma B I \

“Yes, T know.” roplled John, with a| ™ P | subject in hand . . ’
rather curfons inflection } wi you wid = John, f | \ e "

“I Hke to do It sald Mary quickly. | s g on, and | sha Vs | 2
“It makes me very glad awd happy 5..! srub inless 1 e A
do It. 1 shoukl not say a word ahout it | K00d start & morning
to anybody bt you, but you already Fhere Is a lot in making a
know these detalls. You are such an In- | 8tart, lsat there™ asked Joh | To m it I
timate friend of the family, aren't | evid Anxiery 114 s IRAYE
Jyou “Oh! a great deal sald Mars “It | the New ne must

“A very intimate friend of the fam- | /8 often the most difflenit thing possible | rravel Wi
ily,” echoed the young man gravely to start. Once falrly begun the work | day mat At such & performance

“And mother has often told you how | Is comparatively easy, because one | of “Joho-a-Dreams,” a school-girl sat in
eoay It was for me to earn a few g seems to lead to another T rm chalr and there was a
pounds, bhasn't she?” “1 seel” replied John, reflectively. | young man tn the front row of the bal

“Yery, often,” answered the young | Then a long silence fell between them my. The scene Is the deck of a vacht,

mAD Again, with the sdme gravity
*Well, John," sald Mary, Ufting a pair
of v eammest eyea to his, her accents
full of sorrow and dismay, “1 am some-
times afrald 1 can’t keep on doing 11"
“What makes you think so?" asked

“Do go on!" aald Mary, Impatiently
at last
“Well, the
consliderable emphasis on
“find & ditfenity In starting. | think |
1 could go on If the subject were
begun.”
“let me belp you out™ sald Mary,

Mary,. 1 with

the prononn

fact Is

| sen Is purple;

ged from the

empty gulf he.
I'be
have you, too, notieed
An Iater a vo Liue
from the balcony "Wel, 1 don't ¥
about the lady down-stalrs, but 1 can
see It All right”

and sas Henry Miller eme
abln and gazed Into ¢

fore him, be spoke his first line
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IN A SHADY NOOK

AN ARSENAL IN THE CLOUDS

A War Airship Which Is Being Con-
structed for Cuban Service.

Cuba Is golng to figh
from lon In
in Florida a *h
under construction an al

to be placed In the Cuban service

will carry 126 men, 1,000 rifles, a half
million rounds of rifle ammunition and
dyvonamite shells. fhe a
of the most irkahle

Kind ever cones
chief feature, wh
est wondder, is Its extreme lightness con
I'he

i boat-shaped car
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same which governs the salling of
vacht A series of uprights over

car and jJust under the lower valves of
the balloons sustaing a shaft
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BREEDS WCRMS FOR 54 o
Maine Farmer Raises and Sells® o
for Baiting Purposes ex

Josinh Crewdye, o farmer 8 x
nearly threee miles from this phe :II
juys the reputation of being te tl,
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