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With a merrey feint of terrified obedi
ence, the stranger stretehed again on the
cou Dure threw a light gray blanket
over him and bent to slip a fresh cushion
under hns arm.  As she leansd lightly

shove him o voive from the door said
“Dure, what does all this mean®’
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CHAPTER V1

Well might Francis Owverton stand
aghast at a sight =0 unexpectsd, s un
welocome. Already the day had brought
him weird and thrilling experience. It
all came back to him now with double
force. Through the earlicst morning he
had ridden fast, picking his way along
bridle paths through overgrown neg-
lected byways to the conjure woman's
eabin. Why he could not have put in
words had 1fe depended on it For days
the fooling had beenn growing upon him
—vagme, intuitive, expectant. Jincvy,
once his father's slave, years older than
himself, was a living link with that
fated, fateful past. Her own raoe ranked
her at once seer and sorcercss  Furtl
her mastor's son know experiments
that her magio was not wholly matter
of fuble. Ho remembered but too well
how in the old days the strongest arm ln
the plantation had withered at ber curse;
even better, the sidelong downeast look
with which, after freedom came, she had
approached him, saying, *‘Marse Frank,
I—l—gwine leave yo'—fur yo' own
good, unnerstan. '’

He conld not, if he would, forget the
anctaons satisfaction underlying the
soemingly bumble words Then he did
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not stop to think what it might mean, |
rent and torn as his mind was with the

blows and buffotings of fate As time
brought oalmness and clarity to his mon-
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Without a word she laid it in his
palm. He saw the duplicate of the key

which had locked in his father's deeds
in that faraway night, so sorrowfully
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‘Why do you want to know?"’

““You know withouat tell It was by
help of that key onr deeds were stolen—
my father murdered. ™

*Master—master was a good man, too
goxd to die, ' the old woman said, star
ing straight before her with fixved, glassy
eyes Saddenly her form grew rigid, ahe
threw a hand above her head and said in
» hoarse whisper, panctnatid by gasps
You are
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Major Overton took her hand in a hard
grasp and said close to ber ear:
* “Who twok them, Jincey?®’
No answer. The rigid figure tottered,
would bave fallen but for his support
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The system of handling cotton and
sther freight with compressed air |
motives ot the terminal of the Ne
leans and Western Raillroad company at
Port Chalmette bas been tested and b
proved to be a seooess. This system wgs
devised by A. N. Swantiz, chief engi
neer of the Delta Construction company
and will result in great saving of cost
in handling freight and in complete im-
munity against fire in the terminal
yurds
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