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CHAPTER L

' 1 e Mr. Overton all ap.  Hz
i “Ho's the gallantest old fellow. It 'Il ninely: “The flakt
2 gusping (UL LN
makes me fairly heartsick to know his i :
v ir, so long as Overton blood

case is hopeless, ™

Mr. Hildreth said it, looking with
sompassionate eyes after his departing
client. His partner, Major Vance, half

I have got
much better

< veins
le:ft Better
I than to know he w

tarned in his swivel chalr, gave an ex- 3 s Enkher l'.‘".i beon
tra Jong pull at his pipe and =aid over £4 ”""l “'I" T.‘ il
the top of ““Greenleaf on Evidence:"” e .‘. "'_! h': -

*“Why let it be hopeless? Isn'tit your e i i ki : |
business and mine to persunde one very SRR Cut e hand to 14 1 I e
bad man or twelve good and true one -! fell, was dead before I lay m
that the right is always with our side?’ -”""'Im. ;

“Qertainly, but in this case I should ¥ ,r.ll. \i\“:“ s

—he was

have to persunde them to go against law |
and fact in order to do what I believe to
be right,'* Mr. Hildreth said, making
himself horizontal by putting his hecls
upon his desk and tipping his chair as
far back as possible. Again Major YVance

spoks throngh his blue veil b . “.‘-- ; to come
“Toll me all about it Your client .
Jooked as though he came ont of the ark. | I = towed
Has he got a claim for damages agninst i, 1 L thsae
Noah et ul.? Or is it n matter of line ss mmore than 50 years
Somons?" 1 amd | born.
“Neither. Yon must have heard all e years t has
about it. It's one of our celebrated cases | t rect rils
—the Overton claim. "’ | st bl ¢ the
““What! Is that the man who has been | tean riee title to
erty. Fanntleroy got pos

a lognl gold mine these last 50 years?"”
“The very same—Francis Overton,
3 hl» No better blood in the state ' but it profited him next to nothing He
““Toll me about the elnim. Of course | 1acked money p it, and nobody
I've heard of it nebulously. I'd like to | bad faith encogh in him or
know the story of it with circumstantial | Fisk a dollar in his hands
exactness. '’ F ““Francis Overton & rs to T!ll_ﬂ 11:1‘\‘
“It's a ]Iil\rtll one, and my father al that the nignt before his IT.[T:I- rs !il':i:!l
ways insisted begun in a romance back | he—the son—read over deeds to all the
in Caroline. He knew both the Over- | iron land, duly attested as of record in
tons and Fauntleroys there.  The heirs
of each house, it seems, fell in love with
the same young woman—an heiress and
great belle—who preferred young Over-
ton. If the other man swore vengeance
against his snceessful rival, nobody ever
heard of it, but everybody knew thas
the warm friendship once existing be
tween the two fumilies was utterly dead
In fact, it was felt to be a good thing
i when, a few years after his wedding,
young Overton moved with all his be-
longings to middle Tennesses.

*‘Here he prospered amazingly. Com-
fng in when pretty well all the state lay
virgin, he bought half a county of the
richest land at a price that was next to |
nothing. Besides he got possession of Ir
the best ore baunks in the state, and ns
soon as he had got a fair sized planta- |
tion open, set about building furnaces |
| and making iron. He was essentially & | Knecling beside the corpse, the lad meore
man of big enterprises, one who did to avenge and vindicate the dead man,
{ nothing on & small scale. Into this new | the missing volume. By what treachery
vonture he put a deal of money—the | they were abstracted and blank forms
most of it, unluckily for him, not his | left in their place nobody can even im-
own. There were half a dozen blast fur- | agine, always supposing that
naoes, a forge, s rolling mill, heaven | thing did oceur, which I, for one, de
knows what bosides, but if the moncy | voutly believe. Bat few folk agree with
went out ina stream it looked to be | e, Some of the overgood even sigh and
certain that it wonld come in in a flood. | Jift their « ves, intimating that the elder
Indeed my father always maintained | Overton was ‘struck down' for false

session under bond after the first decres,

| this great proj

to dewvisl

his case to

SWears

e

such a

. e

1 that Mr. Overton Wl'lll. ut least 50,000 | gwearing, as well as that some things in
i in debt simply to oblige lenders who : the life of his son are ‘a judgment’ for
forced their cash upon him.  For three | the assertion of an unjust claim.

years everything went well. No man | ““To me he is the most heroie, the

bt

| nothing el
| that he shall be properly approached, the

I stood so high, was rated so happy. Then | meet pathetie figure I ever knew. This
came a soa of troubles. His wife died— struggle to set his father right has risen
his ohildren, all save one, the eldest boy | from a duty to a religion—one, too,

s —my client of today. DBefore peonle | wh'sh, unlike most religions, comes be- |

were done talking over their (uncrals
there was a higger sensation.  Peyton
w Fauntleroy's attorney had come out from
North Carolina and laid elaim to all the
fron land in Mr. Overton's possession. |
[ Though he Isughed the claim to scorn, |
it made a fine how-d’ye-do among part-

fore everything, anything else. '

“Yet you say bis caso is hopeless?'’

@it
contingencies, ™’

“What are they?"”’

“He must find the missing volame of
records or the man who made away

save in two most impossible

| ners and eveditors.  They clamored for | with them and with his father's deeds.
il an explanation. He answered by buying
4 out or paying each one in full, though CHAPTER IL

to do it stripped him of everything but
| the property in dispute. That was o for
> tuno if be held it. At the trial people | tan.  He walked awany from his lawyer
waited on tiptoe for the outoome of it | with a masterful step, though his head
all. He vame into court mighty sor- | drooped a little, and his eves worn full
rowful looking, but no whit downeast. | of speenlation—so full indeed that he
Indeed he had hardly thllﬂ#ht it worth took no note of two other men, who look

Seventy years, full of trouble thongh
they were, sat lightly on Francis Over

' while to employ a lawyer, but as my fa- | od hard at him from an  adjscent strect
I} & ther had settled his other affmirs for | corner.
I him he said to him, “George, l'hml’ When he had vanlted upon his tall
look after this little matter.’ black horse and gone away at aswing
) “But my father would never take s | g‘": l‘.|:~,r::w-u;u.;|.‘:w r‘.‘-‘—t]}i- :-r!:c-r =
) fee for that day's work; said he didn's ““That's your man. Tough old nat,
' earn it Fauntleroy's man got up first | jan't he, to be riding that gait at rising

and said that his client claimesd the land
under government entry at such a date, The speaker was an elderly man,
to be established by patents and receipts | gmuag faced, though not quite i1l look
for purchase money.  Mr. Overton hurd- | ing, with narrow, light eyves; a square
ly waited for his last word before he | juw and close clipped ballet head; well
stood up, saying to the judge as though | dressed, well groomed, yot giving with
the whole thing bored him, ‘If your | 4] some snggestion of nnderbreeding
honor wil!l look at those papers, _T"ll| The other was taller by a half head,
will find that my entry of the same land | lithe, slim, with an oval face tanned to
was just two yoars carlior.’ healthy brown and lit by two clear, con

“ i H—m,"” ssid the judge. ‘You | vincing gray eyes. Every line, every mo-

must make your statement on oath.’ | tion told of strength and supplencss, the
While Mr, Overton wis being sworn his | muscnlar perfectness of the carly twen-
honor fumbled with the papers, but | tjea His hair, just long enongh to show
didn't look at them. The other man | 4 hint of ripple, was of the warm brown
paseod up his documents.  You might | that catches gold of the sun, the same
have heard yourself think while the | sun which had burned to an ashen shade
judge was turning them over. TI“'E the drooping muostache that hid a firm,
erowd could see that they looked official | well cut mouth.
—aon government forms, with big Wdi Altogether you wonld go far before
soala When he undid the Overton | gecing a better specimen of the genus
packet, overybody gave s gnsp. It was | peptleman. He looked intently after the
nothing but blank paper. Mr. Overton  yanishing fignre, and as it was lost to
ptood like a dend man for & minute, | view said, *'Hawkins, I like his looks, so
then sprang facing the judge, and shout- | much o indeed that [ have three parta
od out: ‘The records—search the records. | of a great mind to give up the whole
1 know my deeds are there!’ thing. "

“Most likely they were there, but the A lightning scowl drew together
book was missing—has been from that  Hawkins' brows, but he was wise enongh
day tothis. Of course, though, thero was o mask it and say interrogatively:
nothing for it but to give judgment for | “What? I didn’t quite eatch what you
- Faantleroy. But when court was over, a8 | said. "'
father waa helping Mr. Overton| For a minute the other was silent

the judge came to them
miﬁ your land, sir.

07

““That old man is honor personified. So
much his face proclaims There must be
than I have been tanght to
believe in this claim to whose apholding

has sacrificed g0 m

father's word for gospel truth

Clearly he is a vietim of circumstances

and his own bull headedness. That's
why we, our , thought of this com
pronmise Hawkins returned hurriedly,
jur ne word on another as if to
e nt wr speech of his comrade.

yrer man looked at him hard

“*On your honor,

now, do
mpromise possible?"’

t
or b

%
roke out with impatience

that he tried vainly to smother in snav
ity t's just what [ can’t say—what
W wi tind ouat See here, F

Hayw , you can't mean to go back on
as oW Think for a minute what it
means, where we stivl. Here's one sids
—an Englizh syndie just aching to
invest §1,000,000; the other, the finest
iron property in the world, at which
they will jump, once the ritle is abso-

1
& wd
N )

!
I'\ ! 4 \ B o
T o

) 4 _b. ?r .ll- &‘;
‘\..}./‘1 . l g2

A

\n‘

/ ' . i
L T

 fard -1 7T .

' 4 * a A o

|

| ! Fa i —_

(A | ey ~%e
A O

Tovwagh old nwu t

Ml o nt ristng
lately ¢ There is no reasonabls
doubt whom it really belongs to, Spite of

i all sorta of conrts
on has not been over

00 vears of suits

Fountleroy posses
turned. '’
“Yonu forget there have been "'l'-""'-

quite enough to give the other side n
fighting chanece.’

“No, 1 don't forget. Reduced to its
lowest terms, the case  tands thus: Over-
ton hns no possible chance of winning

the property. All he can do is to play
dog in the manger and keep the rightful
heirs of it from getting full benefit of it
Now, it seems to me, regard for him, if
s, ought to make youn anxious

irly to him and an effort
maile to convinee him of the error of his
Wavs You were willing enongh’'——

‘Before I saw him or the land in dis-
pute, yes. Now 1 put myself in his

case stuted f

| 1<];|1'1'_ iry to think how I would feel if,

after all of these years of struggle, a
man came to me, saying in effect: “Sir,
your father was a thief and asconndrel
All the same, your persistent denial of
it keeps me ont of a fortune.  If you will
agree to admit it and thereby put #1,-
000, 000 in my pocket, I will see to it
that it is made worth your while” 1

| think, Hawkins, 1 shonld kick the mes-
senger very hard, all the harder if he
rang in anything about regard for my

own interest. "’

“*Then you won't go to him?"’

“Not as you proposed, under an alins
But openly, in face of daylight, giving

my own name, 1 mean to see Major Over-

ton, and see also if there can possibly be
found an honorable way out of all this
evil "'

Hawkins fell back a step, with eves
of amazed fury. After a minute he said,
with whitening face: “‘You
—will—go—to him—in — your — own
name? Young man, you are—worse than
A lunatic.  He would murder yon at the
sound of it. "

*1 think not. He has not the assas.
gin's face. Do von know where he lives?
I want to do him the honor of secking
him in his own home "'

“Wounld you really risk it?”" Hawkins
spoke in an awed whisper. The other
langhed & little, saying: ““Why not? 1
can but fail. 1f 11 be failure

a slowly

I do, it will
between gentlemen, which, while it may
be unplensant, sarely cannot be danger-
ous. "'

Hawkins' eyes dropped; his face grow
: hard. He half turned awa wying over
| his shonlder: **Oh, well, do as yon like.
| Ridgeley, the Overton place, lies about
| 10 miles out of town, on the Blackwood
| road. But you are not sure of finding
‘ the major at home except at breakfast
|
|

80 1 advise yon to go early, if you will
in spite of me. "’

*Cio | mnst and soon, '’ the other said,
walking away

Hawkins looked after him and mmnt-
tered under his breath: ‘‘Him—of
the men in the world He cannot know
—not half a dozenn do—all that lies nn-
der the surface of the Overton claim, '’

[coNTINUED, ]

-

At Mre Cleveland's Heception.

““A fuuny thing,"" said a New York
clubman, “‘took place at Mra Cleve-
land's Saturday afterncon reception.
Among the callers was a pretty and
unusuvally bright girl from New York
state. So quick is she of speech that
she often says things she might just as
well have left nnsaid. On this occasion,
us she shook hands with Mrs. Cleveland,
who, by the way, is an old friend, she
paid the young woman some compli
ment. ‘Ob, now,’ responded the girl,
‘come off; you're flirting with me.
That was fanoy, too, but it was so un-
expected that the first lady of the land
came very pear being embarrassed, and
showing i1t "

“He Is a bright writer, then?*
“Bright! Why, man, be writes such
bright things that the people of the
| paper he works on sometimes glance
over them.” —Boston Courler,

Mrs. De Stolle—Did ‘\u‘m' enjoy the
opera? Mre, Fushion—Very much, Wa

opposite us In the ctrele. It was g
rious!—Philadelphia North American

bad a box, and the B'lonses sat right |

A GOPHER AS A HYPNOTIST

Held by Ita Glittering Eye, & Kabblt

Awalted Certain Death.

Wik

discussed

r Hypnotize Their Prey

qnestion
Charm «

of the naturalists had the unusual b
fortupate experisnce at Es f
happening upon o large ROf SNk
just ns the reptile wons a t r
come & trembling cottontail t and
envelop the wl in its deadly .
For some time naturalist watched

ner

the smake's moven

It was within 10 or
apparently fascinated ra
and almost imper
wormed its way
ita victim. Its eves gliste
intense brightness. Nota

mlar

it make which might
rabbit. The forked tongue, wi
eye of » homan being Is M

and intendad to be terrifyi
to exert an entirely different b
opm the mind of the innocent ra

This darting tongue either excits
victim’s curiosity or caused
to so concentrate 108 mind on t
tonguo to throw that
hypuootic condition of such
it could mot break the sj
away from impending death
tongue darted ous of
almost as regularly und rapidly
peedle of a sewing w
falls in theeloth. The )
nearer and nearer. The

an

the snake

tionless. Its eye was fixed on the pl
ing eye of the snanke. Even the wa
f the wind kissed sghrobs abont

it failed to break the spell, and

y and clowly grim death in snake
form wreathed its folds about the crea
ture. Then was the spell broken

To the nsturalist who wat
capture of the rabbit 1t appeared
the scake had certainly fascinated the
animal. As a gopher sunke is npot pol
sonous and has no well developed fangs,
its only means of killing prey is by con
striction. In order to catch an anii i
almost necessary for th
fascinate the victim. —Washington Post
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HE HESITATED

But the Lover Discoversd That His Objec-
tion Was s Mistaken One,

The dating father was reflective,

“Yon will find Mabel a splendid
hounsekeeper,” he said at last

The lover's face was blanched

**I—I had not heard of her wecomplish
ments in that direction,’’ bhe said besi-
tatingly.

**Then it must come to you in the na
ture of a glorions surprise,’’ retorned
her father, *‘for I assure youn thers is no
morse careful housekeeper in the eity.

“*1 presume, " faltered the young man,
“*that she takes a very pardonable pride
in her ability in that line, '’

**Of course, of course. She is natural-
Iy proud of her economical management
wonsehold, "

@ young man groaned.

never knew but one woman who
was considered a really first class house-
keeper,'’ he said, “*and I had hoped that
Mabel would have nooe of those traits
I do not like to eat up to an average.’

‘““Eat up to an average!'' exclaimed
the old man.

“Yes. According to my understand
ing of the subject, & good honsekeeper
is one who allows no waste,
your hunger and your capacity for about
n \ﬂ‘r-k. SiT1Ees nn averago and then in
sists that you must eat up to it ever aft-
er. If you don’t eat enough, she grom-
bles about the waste, and if you eat too
moch somebody will find a shortage,
and she will call your attention to the
fact that yon were far below the average
the day before and caused considerabla
waste,

““1 sea your point,’' returned the old
man, ‘“‘but you misanderstand I
gnid she was a good housekeeper, not a
good boarding house keeper, "' —Chicago

Post.

She studies

me.

Goesa to Church Onee & Year,

Of all Catholie sovereigns King Leo-
pold of Belgium is assaredly the least
devout., He goes to church and attends
divine service cnly once a year—that
is, on his namesday. A special service
is performed in honor of the event at
the ancient cathedral of Ste. Gudule,
which everybody belonging to the male
sex attends in full uniform. The king
is received in grand ecclesinstical state
by the prelates of the kingdum and by
the clergy of the basilica at the main
entrance, and marches in procession up
the central aisle under a magnificent
canopy to his seat within the chancel
rails. Heocarries in his band s gorgeous-
ly bound mass book, which be peruses
with an appearance of devotion through-
out the ceremony, and which on his re
turn to the palace at Laeken is locked
up once more out of sight until the re-
currénce of 5t. Leopold’s day 12 months
later.—8t. Paul Dispatch.

A Mtsapprehension.
“Isn't it astonishing how
matches are made nowadays?®"’
the statistical passenger.
“‘Eef you mean to insalt me, sare, "

cheap
asked

said the foreign looking passenger,
““here is my carte. I bhold myself, sare
at no less than one milli of your
American dollars !""—Cincinnati  En-
yuirer,

Eyeloss Worma,

Worms that have no eyes are believed
to gain information of the presence of
light from some other sense than that of
sight. Light is always dangerous to an
earthworm, a taken from the
earth and placed in the light a worm
will always exhibit uneasiness and maks
an effort to conoeal itself

d when

The drag osed for recovering bodies
from the bottoms of ponds or streams is
modeled after the well known grapple
plant, a thorny bush common in South
Arerica and Africa.

The archids an_u_lrue pnr:mru. grow-
ing on other plants and drawing their
substance from them and from the air.
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Wenkness of the Womanish Man,

“Womanish” are, after al 1
very small pix of the male poj
] But m who are | 1
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To Relieve a Headache
i) " . 1 i
will relieve A onn-
Rewt

The moven

Mimar sur-

1l be vig
ld be vigo

* Active ¢

S . man who Is sub.

Je Ofuch beadaches da elyon o~ water

a base of the neck befors +)

" bath she will fing IOWever

'_— “ere will be less neod of any

treatment, for her headache
iches will be

fewer in fiumber
€r in humber. Te give the massage

1 and continge
kward and  down-

begin on top of the head

the treatment hae

| Ward to the base of the braln, Continue

| an the back of the neck and w1 rokis

| suptyving the

rubblug also from the ¢
kward and downward.  Mueh

tion at the base of the

oW nlsn CTONS W |85 rubdi

head down back of the

houdders, for the purposs
veins,

How a Woman Larned 5 Dollge,
o of the loel Ol
sty at Springsport

lgivd hers If to turs o the
iry §1 earned by herself, and
Ju ¢ Clay earned hers in a mi
WiV ramps called at hep)
and de ] Tood and lodging, T
Wi ulo o Moo, got et hushandy \
volver, nnd ondered the try '
thelr hands, which they I
en commanded them to mareh,
started them to the villnge lock I
w red for the g
1u g they were registers
allowed to depart, Mrs. Clay
them She then p

to the Villnge Councll: “T
tramps, B cents endy
After a ol le
s debate, allowed the bl

LW
bwmly,

W never carsd more ey
for their nalls than now, but the
i of taste avolds extremes o thi i.-
il things., Pink nalls are ade h
1ise o perfect nall should be g "
1gh to show the rosy blood | rl
but & nall glowing with the red 1
of the totlet table is no better lHkedg
lipg and cheeks which owe thele 1
lnney to the rouge pot. Nor Is a8
il polish to be recommended: i
iturnl gloss werely Shonld be t
tained and bhelghtensd, The best
thorities forbid the use of the 1
| brush Any dust or soll may
| with a bit of cotton wm |

n wooden toothpick or b
wood; the small emery b
¢ gold everywhere for the
pose Keep the under surface of the
| 50 swooth that lttle or nothing e

The new features In Jackets for
ladies are strapped seams and
e On the strap exts
down from the shoulder on the o
there will be a dozen small pead
‘i of the three stoapy
pointing o
Is d

rl buntons,

|
|
‘ New Jil;‘:-tll.

tons on

| ®X on Braps

from the wrist. ‘he front

| with hooks on the left side, asd
penrl bullet bottons are set
gether near the top, and two

inches above the top, and twe
nehes above the edge below
Womankind.

BiX
wa st

Window screens of Japanese
fretwork are In favor; they am
elther In the natural lght color
Ishedd to resemble ollve wood,
ash or mabhognay

ber rolls of down, nlso roll
el with curled halr and coversd
goonl ticking, are offered ready
They are easily
muke a rich accessory In

Slum

r covering

clever housewlfe
trifles In forois
a touch of refinementi
there are the 1”\"‘!_\' “t“'
Inin candlesticks, in the form of
blown pink rose, resting on
vn leaves In fine porcelain

W oany
1"t uresgue

ive

decorative sereens,
t silk embroideries will
ng branches, of blossoms
deal birds, all in five silk
racting enthusiastic admiratiot
nre especially bandsome n

lovr where they light up soB

ners most effectively.

9

Where windows are bullt 0%
very old-fashioned houses, les
siderable space hetween thelr
the celling, pretty ralled shelvd
ed ke old-fashioned over-<oor
mnke a pretty furnishing. 199
w ehonized, mahoganized of @
h the woodwork of the?
| The newest iron hedstends ¥

miking their appearance ire
? and not unreasonable 8

Besides the brass finish,

stends are finished in enamel &

all the delicate colors used I8
ing furniture, and this finish ¥
atl  with omamentation

knobs, balls, bars and spindie

b

O Mmate

Fancies for Springtiet
The trimming under the b
mlish hat Is quite as [poes
ture as that which s on top

| The beef-eater crown is in
a% it admits of an Indefinite ¥
brims it does not become M
A velvet erown of violet with
of butter-colored straw 88
Easter combination seen at#
Hliner's
| Big-brimmed hats are of
fon trimmed with wide §%
are airy enough to be word
table Titania,
A gown of pale gray
| thronghout with rich white
| otherwise absolutely unt
be worn by an Baster bride
Modish sleeves in the
conts terminate in a lonk *
cuff, which makes the (8%
' band beneath look very ¢

)




