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NOTES BY

THE WAYSIDE
By J . J. Inskeep, C ounty E x­

tension A gent
W hat a re  the problem s fac­

ing A m erican, and O regon fa r­
m ers? P ick  up  a copy of alm ost 
any new spaper these days and 
you  read about the ho rro rs of 
th e  fa rm  surplus. A ctually  the 
percen tage of surplus is small. 
A ctually  we are  faced w ith 
th e  necessity of fu r th e r increas­
ing production  by ano ther 40 
percen t o r more by 1975 if we 
a re  ta  feed our grow ing popu­
lation.

Following are  excerpts from  
a m ost im portan t ta lk  by Pau l 
C, Johnson, Editor, P rairie  
F arm er. I t w as m ade to th e  i 
Extension w orkers of Oregon ' 
assem bled in annual confer- 1 
ence in C orvallis recently.

success even as w e adap t e x ­
tension w ork  ot th e  fast-b reak­
ing neels of o u r tim e.”

L et me review  w ith  you some 
of the perplexities and urgen- 

j cies of today, especially as they 
I affect ag ricu ltu re  and ru ra l 
1 life.”“ A gricultural extension w ork, 

backed by research, residential 
teaching and the cooperation J 
of farm  groups, has succeeded 
over th e  years because it has 
been responsive to th e  needs of 

! ru ra l people. This educational 
system  of ours— I speak of ex ­
tension education ra th e r than 
classroom  teaching—  is the en ­
vy of th e  world. It is im portan t 

| th a t we understand why and 
. p reserve th e  elem ents of th a t

“A t th e  top of the list is the 
great dilem m a created by our 
abundance Is our agricultural 
p lan t actually  over -expanded? 
Will we be able to m eet the 
food needs of the fu ture , Will 
the m ovem ent of w orkers out 
of agricu ltu re  be perm anent? 
How do we learn  to live w ith 
the new large-scale, highly- 
com petitive , technological ag ­
ricu ltu re  w hich seems to be
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upon us? If  w e a re  to  m ake 
wise decisions in the face of 
th is fundam ental change, we 
will need economic literacy 
and socialogical perspective 
fa r  beyond th a t w hich we have 
been called on to supply in the 
past.”

W hat is more, for those who 
w ant to Continue farm ing, 
technology, and m anagerial 
skill have become suddenly a 
m a tte r of economic life or 
death.W e can’t afford to  take 
10 years to change our ways 
of farm ing. K now ledge is need­
ed a t  once. Expansion m ust 
be p lo tted  boldly and  intelli-J 
gently. Suddenly you m ust be | 
a good fa rm er o r you are  not 
a fa rm er a t all. This pu ts a 
trem endous responsibiltity  on 
our research  and extension j 
program . ,

At the same time, we cannot j 
abandon overn igh t the m any 
good people w ho are  w roking 
th e ir w ay out of agriculture.A  ; 
great m anv will rem ain  as 
part-tim e farm ers o r ru ra l res- | 
idents who ru b  elbows daily 
w ith  th e  rem aining com m er­
cial farm ers.

In  fact, w e find  ourselves I 
confronted w ith  a new  kind of 

I ru ra l com m unity, composed 
on-y in p art of fulltim e com­
m ercial farm ers. The rest are 
p a rt-tim e  and ru ra l residents 

j who do the ir w ork in business, 
in th e  professions, or in skilled 

| o r unskilled labor.

Farm ing  is no longer p rim ar- 
j ily a w ay of life. It has grown 
i into a business com parable to 

runn ing  a hardw are store.a ga­
rage, o r a clothing store in 
tow n. T he new  custodians of 
the ru ra l w ay of life  a re  not 
farm ers alone, b u t a composite 
of people who earn th e ir  living 
in m any ways.

While the need fo r technolo­
gy and farm  m anagem ent 
sk ills has been intensified for 
a sm aller num ber, th e re  is no 
decline in the num ber o ru ra l 
people and th e ir desire fo r the 
extension type of education

A g rea t decision is being
forged in ou r generation— 
w hether education can keep 
the ran k  and  file of people up
to the task  of dealing '«d'eb- 
w ith  new  problems, w ith in  the 
fram ew ork  of dem ocratic free­
dom, or w hether w e w ill resort 
increasingly to  reg im enta­
tion. This issue is especiallv 
acute in our nation’s agricul- 

I ture.

We are  short of time.We are
short of research.W e are  short 

I skilled educational w orkers.

Som etim es we a re  even short 
of vision.

The adversary  in this our ! 
educational role is the au tho ri­
ta r ian  who is m ore interested 
in m aking  people obey than  
understand . The au thoritarian  
alw ays has a crisis and a tim e­
table. He is alw ays in a hu rry  
and his purpose is to get people 
to act according to a precon­
ceived pattern .

For education to adppt the 
m ethods of th is adversary 
w ould be fatal. For our goal is 
understanding an rational de­
cision, not indoctrination  or 
short-term  action. The purpodb 
of education is to  develop th e  j 
full, unpredictable scale of h u ­
m an im agination an capabili­
ty, not to regim ent the thought 
and  action of th e  individual. 

.........f . .
We w ant no brainwashing, 

no t even w ith ou r own kind of
soap.

Sound research  and useful 
inform ation are still the hea rt 
of all extension education. We 
can never tu rn  extension w ork  
over to professional com m uni­
cators. I have found th a t in m y 
w ork, w hichis the publication 
of a farm  m agazine, we can be 
m ore effective if the m ajority  ; 
of ou r staff m em bers are  sci­
en tists who know  how to w rite. 
As yet our journalism  schools 
a re  not tu rn ing  out people ad­
equately  tra ined  fo r education­
al journalism . P rehaps some 
day w c can find the proper in ­
gredients for a good agricu ltu r­
al com m unicator o r w rites. I 
am  sure th a t w hen w e do we 
w ill find  th a t a sound educa­
tion  in  subject m atte r is the 
first need and th a t th e  com ­
m unication sk ills a re  supple- 
en tary , although im portant.

D uring th e  w a r w hen I w as 
an  extension editor, I felt th a t 
ou r extension m essage was of­
ten  too superficial,, th a t w e 
w ere exhorting  our people to 
action  bu t no t alw ays supply­
ing them  w ith  inform ation 
w ith  w hich to ac t intelligently . 
T his superficiality  is the p it­
fall of the m ass media of our 
day. Superficia lity  and b rev ­
ity  are no t th e  some. By con­
tinually  nagging w e can 
establish  im m unity  to an idea 
ra th e r than  p lan t it  and cause 
it  to  grow  and b ear fru it.

L et’s take a qu ick  look a t
mass media.

People  are hungry  fo r a sane, 
analy tical press and radio. I '
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believe they are tired of hys­
terica l headlines and souped-up 
radio  presentations. I have no­
ticed th a t m any city people 
like to listen to farm  program s 
and like to read  farm  papers 
because they like th e  construc­
tive tone and the calm  ap ­
proach
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I keep  th ink ing  how m uch 
easier it w ould be to  teach soil 
conservation to  farm ers w ho 
rea lly  loved the land. How 
surpluses wou d m elt if the  
older farm ers w ho have m on­
ey in the bank w ould store 
productive capacity  in the land 
in ^ ead  of iiauling it off to the 
governm ent bins. How  m uch 
easier it w ould be to  keep our 
farm s in good hands if every­
body w ould lend a hand to  the 
young couple sta rtin g  out.How 
m uch b e tte r off farm ers w ould 
be in th e  fu tu re  if we accept 
self-discipline and m arket dis­
ip line now  in p lace of govern ­
m en t discipline and question­
able security.

M r and Mrs. Del G ant, M r 
and Mrs. W illiam  M iller and 
Mr. and Mrs. L a rry  Meade cel­
eb ra ted  the b irthdays o f V em - 
ita G ant, Del G an t and L arry  
M eade w ith  a d in n er a t th e  
Old Towne C rier in Portland j 
on F riday  evening of last 
week. A fterw ards Mr, and i 
Mrs. G an t and Mr. and Mrs. 
M eade attended the w restling  
m atches a t the N ational Guard 
A rm ory in P ortland  and wit-1 
nessed the sensational bout b e - ! 
tw een K u rt Von Poppenheim  ; 
and Bull M ontana.

ENGAGEMENT IS
ANNOFNCED THIS WEEK

Mr. and Mrs. R alph P.Thom- 
as announce the engagem ent 
of th e ir  daughter Alice D ar­
lene to W allace E. Shepard, Jr. 
of M olalla. Oregon. No w ed­
d ing  date  has been set. Alice is 
a g radua te  of Estacada Union 
High School and is a student 
at Phagan’s School of H air De­
sign a t Portland. W allace 
graduated  from  Molalla H igh j 
and  recen tly  receive h is dis­
charge from th e  A ir Force.

The m any friends of Louie 
L eonhard t w ere glad to  sse 
h im  again as he re tu rned  to 
Estacada this w eek for a few 
days visit.Louie who now lives 
a t Longm ont, Colorado, has 
also been visiting in C alifornia

Mrs. M arie Fontana thanks 
h e r friends for the ir kind and 

! thoughtfu l expressions of sym­
pathy during her recent hospi­
talization .
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