
EASTERN CLACKAMAS NEWS. THCRSDAY. MARCH 3. 1927 Three

D Off the Concrete

Improved Uniform International

SimdaySchool T LcssonT
(B y  R E V  I*. B F I T Z W  A T E R ,  D .P . ,  P * «  aof  t h e  E v e n i n g  Schoo l.  M o o d y  B i b l e  I n s t i t u t e  of  C h i c a g o . )

<(£). 1927, W e s t e r n  N e w s p a p e r  U n i o n . )

Lesson for March 6

M IC K IE, T H E  PR IN TER 'S DEVIL First Symptoms
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S H A R I N G  THE G O O D  N E W S

L ES SO N  T E X T — A ct»  « 4 -8 ; 11 C or.
G O L D E N  T E X T — Ye shall be m y  w i t ne sse s .
P R I M A R Y  T O P I C  —  T e l l i n g  O th e r »  A b o u t  J e s u s .
J U N I O R  T O P I C — W i n n i n g  R e c r u i t s  fo r  C h r i s t ’s A rm y .I N T E R M E D I A T E  AND S E N I O R  T O P 

IC— T e l l i n g  O u r  C o m p a n i o n s  A b o u t
J e s u s .YOUNG P E O P L E  A N D  A D l ’LT T O P 
IC— C h r i s t i a n  E v a n g e l i s m :  D u ty ,  M e t h od, R e s u l t s .

I. Preaching Everywhere (Acts ,8 :4).
Following the stoning of Stephen

the enemies of the Lord were more 
active llmu ever in the ir efforts to 
stum p out the new faith. W ith Saul 
as ilieir lender they drugged men and 
women from their homes and Im pris
oned liaise who confessed Christ. The 
devil overreached him self in this for 
th is persecution scatte red  the be
lievers everywhere and they preachet. 
tile gospel us they went. The tim e had 
now come for this w itness-bearing to 
extend beyond Jerusalem  as the Lord 
had commanded. The Lord perm itted 
tills persecution so as to scatte r them.

II. Philip Preaching the Gospel in 
Sam aria (vv. 5-8).

Philip was one of the seven so-called 
deacons. He was not an apostle, nor 
a m inister in the accepted sense of 
tha t term, hut a layman. He is the 
only man called hii evangelist in tlie 
New Testam ent. He is an exnmple of 
w hat a devoted layman can do in 
preaching the gospel in the evangeli
zation of tlie world. He w ent to the 
city of Sam aria and preached C hrist, 
showing tha t the purpose of (!od in
cluded these despised people. The 
fact tha t Philip preached C hrist uuto 
these people shows that the true evan
gelist's message is Jesus Christ. He 
did not preach Christ as an eth ica. 
teacher or an example merely, but 
Christ as the Savior from sin through 
tlie substitu tionary  offering of Him 
self on the cross. This is shown by 
the fact tha t lie preached Christ to 
tlie eunuch from the fifty-th ird chap
te r of Isaiah. He not only preached 
C hrist as the Savior from tlie guilt of 
sin, but from tlie pow er of sin as 
symbolized in baptism , which m eans 
not only Identification with C hrist in 
His death, but to arise in the power 
of His resurrection, to walk in new
ness of life. Then, too, according to 
verve 12 tie preached Christ us a 
reigning king. Philip 's preaching was 
fru itfu l, for niutitudes believed liis 
message which was accom panied with 
num erous miracles. He cast out un
clean spirits, healed tlie palsied and 
tlie lame. G reat Jo.v accompanied the 
reception of the gospel by these Sa
m aritans.

III. Paul an Example of a True 
P reacher of the Gospel (II Cor. 5:9-20).

1. His suprem e aim was to please 
God (v. 9).

To live or to die was im m a
terial to him if his service was hut 
acceptable to God. This transcendent 
aim was strengthened by ttie con
sciousness Unit every one must one 
day stand  before tlie Judgment seat of 
C hrist. Tills aim explains Paul's de
votion.

2. Ills consciousness of responsi
bility (v. 11).

His sense of solemn responsibility 
was tlie explanation of Paul's be
havior. Some thought tha t he was 
m entally unbalanced. Ills  knowledge 
of G ods holy nature and of man's 
sinful condition moved him earnestly  
to persuade men to he reconciled to 
God. No one who knows God's terror 
will be half-hearted In Ills ministry.

3. He was constrained by tlie love 
of C hrist (v. 14).

Tills means tiiHt lie w as governed 
by C hrist's love. M inisterial devotion 
is tlie expression of replcrocal love. 
C hrist's suprem e love was expressed 
In His death for us. Our love In re
tu rn  is expressed in our devotion to 
Him.

4 Consciousness of the God wrought 
change In Hint (v. 17).

It was because he was wrought upon 
by God and was therefore n new crea
ture tha t he sought to do His will.

5. The content of the gospel which 
he preached (vv. 18. 19).

The reconciliation of God through 
the death of Christ was his central 
message. In the Incarnation God was 
In Christ, reconciling tlie world unto 
Himself.

ft. Paul was an am bassador sent 
from God to appeal to the world to  be 
reconciled unto God (v. 20).

H e was the am bassador from the 
lil*h court of heaven sent to  th is  re
bellious world. In a real sense, every 
C hristian m inister Is occupying the 
tam e position
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Knowing the Lord
Every servant knows the past of our 

Ix>rd. and many know the future, but 
what really helps Is knowing Him In 
the present.—Echoes.

Crosses
Crosses s re  often more cmnfort- 

shle than co m fo rt* .-C en tra l Bible 
Hall Record.

It t<
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Our Prayers
i In the ,-loset tha t we are lifted 
m o u th p ie c e s  for God.—Ic hosw

This Company has invested over $77,000,000 
in this territory.
It has 90,000 light and power customers and 
serves a population of over 400,000.
Its business is growing steadily every day.
We offer you an opportunity to invest your 
money in this successful and well-managed busi
ness at 6.67 per cent interest.
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