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R E A D E R S  of  Char le s  Dickens  will reca l l  a t  th i s  season ,  his exqu is i te  
“ C h r i s tm a s  C aro l” wi th  i ts pa th e t i c  a c c o u n t  of  Tiny Tim,  and  th e  m y s 

te r ious  visits of t h e  th re e  gh o s t s  of  C h r i s t m a s  past ,  p r e se n t  a n d  fu tu re ,  
which effected such  a h a ppy  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  c h a r a c t e r  in t h e  m ise r  
Scrooge.  Such ghost ly  v i s i ta t ions  a r e  no t  pu re ly  fictional fo r  I find, es 
pecial ly  of la te  years ,  tha t  as  C h r i s t m a s  Eve  come a ro u n d ,  the  g hos t  of 
( h r l s t m a s  past,  knocks  at  m e m o r y ' s  door  fo r  a d m i t t a n c e .  I h as ten  to open 
it. “ E n t e r  old fr iend,  may God bless y o u .”

“ Your  be n ig n a n t  c o u n te n a n c e  a n d  expans ive  sm i le  is as welcome now as 
in bygone y e a r s . ” I am  accused  of  be ing  a “ l a u d a t o r  t em por i s  a c t i . ” T h e  
experience  of life shows t h a t  “ the  old o r d e r  changes ,  y ie ld ing  place to the  
n e w ,” and  we who be long to the  f o r m e r  m u s t  c h a n g e  and  yield wi th  it wi th  
good or  bad grace.  So we cry :  ‘T h e  K ing  is dead ,  long live the  K i n g ! ’ Hai l,  
Chr i s t inas  p resen t !  Come a n d  fill the  h e a r t s  of the  young  wi th  joy and 
g ladness ,  and  we th e i r  e lde r s  will re jo ice  wi th  t h em .  You b e a r  the  s a m e  
blessed m essage  as t h a t  of y o u r  f o r r u n n e r s ,  of a  ‘peace on e a r t h ,  goodwil l  
to w a rd  m e n . ’ May you im b u e  o u r  h e a r t s  wi th  the  t r u e  sp ir i t  of t h e  season.  
May they  be filled with c h a r i ty  t o w a rd s  a l l ;  t h e  c h a r i ty  which su f fe re th  
long and  is k in d ;  which en v ie th  not ,  which v a u n te t h  not  i tself  a n d  is no t  
puffed up;  which doetli  not  be ha ve  i tse lf  unseem ly ,  s e e k e th  no t  h e r  ow n,  is 
no t  easi ly  provoked ,  t h in k e th  no evil ;  which  re jo i ce th  not  in in iq u i ty  but  
r e jo ice th  in the  t r u t h ;  which b e a re th  all  t h in gs ,  be l l eveth  all  t h in gs ,  ho p e th  
all th ings ,  e n d u r e t h  all  t h in g s . ”

Do we real ize  wha t  a b less ing  to h u m a n i t y  is the  C h r i s t m a s  season?  
It is l ike a warm,  vigorous,  h e a l th y  breeze of lov ing  k indness  s w e e p ing  over  
the  land ,  d i spe r s in g  the  ch i l l ing,  po isonous  m ia s m a s  of  envy, h a t r e d  a n d  u n 
cha r i tab leness .  Horne upon i ts wings, the  m ercy-fue igh ted  c louds  of P r o v i 
dence  a r i se  to descend in r e f r e s h i n g  s h o w e r s  of  b ro th e r ly  love. F o r  one  
day at  least  in t h e  ye a r  sw ords  a r e  t u r n e d  in to  p lo ughsha re s ,  an d  we p e r 
ceive the  e a r n e s t  of the  t ime  fo re to ld  by the  p ro p h e t .  A l i t t le  chi ld  sha l l  
lead us, and  on this  day  o u r  feet a r e  gu id ed  by th e  Babe of B e t h l e h e m  into  
the  way of peace.

W h e t h e r  December  2f»th was the  a c tu a l  d a t e  of  this  e ve n t  is a n  open  
ques t ion .  Some a u th o r i t i e s  place it in the  sp r in g - t im e  an d  o t h e r s  in the  
a u t u m n .  Hut the  weight  of a u t h o r i t y  rentainb  on th e  s ide of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
date .  E d e r sh e im  s ta t e s :  “ T h e r e  is no a d e q u a t e  reason  fo r  q u e s t i o n in g
the  h is to r ica l  a ccu racy  of this  d a t e . ” T h e  m a t t e r  is not  i m p o r t a n t  in i tself ,  
but  if December 25 th  lie the  rea l  day,  it is s i n g u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  b e a u 
t i ful ly  s ignif icant .  One would fain not  have  it  o the rw ise ,  as  it t h e n  co in 
cides  with t h e  anc ien t  ce leb ra t ion  by the  N o r t h m e n  of the  w i n t e r  sols t ice .  
As they  rejo iced for  the  r e t u r n  of  the  s u n  to c h e e r  the  w in t ry  e a r t h ,  so 
C h r i s t i an s  re joice for  the  r e t u r n  of the  Sun  of  R igh teo u s n e s s  r is ing  wi th  
hea l ing  in His wings.

1 was b r ough t  up to go to c h u rc h  on C h r i s t m a s  Day. Th i s  is on ly  mee t  
and  r igh t ,  for  C h r i s t m a s  is e s sen t ia l ly  a r e l ig io us  fest ival .  T h o u g h  it m ay  

• have displaced it, ye t  it is not  the  s a t u r n a l i a  of t h e  a n c i e n t  R o m a n s  in 
a n o t h e r  form. I deem the  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  i ts  re l ig ious  observancfe to be 
most  i m p o r ta n t ,  o th e r w i s e  it may  d e g e n e r a t e  in to  a s a tu r n a l i a .  I n d ic a t io n s  
of  this  possibi l i ty u n fo r t u n a t e ly  a r e  not  w an t ing ,  i  love t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
service,  an d  som e  of my most  p l ea s a n t  reco l lec t ions  a r e  assoc ia te d  wi th  it. 
l iow wil ling we were to g a th e r  t h e  hol ly  a n d  g ree n s  for  d e c o ra t io n s ;  to 
weave fes toons  and  fash ion  va r ious  a p p r o p r i a t e  e m b le m s  a nd  ove rsee  t h e i r  
bang ing  an d  a r r a n g e m e n t !  T h o u g h  this  r e q u i r e d  m u c h  t im e  and  t h o u g h t ,  
we felt wel l repa id ,  when  e v e ry th in g  was f inished a n d  the  c h u rc h  s tood  
a r r a y e d  in fes ta l  dress .  The  cho ir  a lso,  d i l i gen t ly  p rac t ic ing ,  would  en l iven  
the  t im e  for  those  w o r k in g  at the  r e a r  of t h e  c h u r c h  w i th  carol ,  a n t h e m  a n d  
hymn.  T hen ,  when th e  m o rn ing  came,  a goodly c o n g re g a t io n  a s se m b le d  for  
the “ C h r i s tm n ss , ” to worsh ip  and  a d o r e  the  o r ig in a l  C h r i s t m a s  G iver  an d  
His Unspeakab le  Gift.  Af te r  which they  d e p a r t e d  to t h b i r  hom es ,  c a r r y i n g  
with t h em  to a u g m e n t  t h e  joys of t h e  day ,  the  b less ing  an d  peace of God, 
which passe th  all u n d e r s t a n d in g .  Su re ly  s o m e t h in g  m u s t  be missed,  un less  
C h r i s tm as  is t hus  ha l lowed,  because  it is m e a n in g le s s  if it be not  a holy 
day an d  kept  as such.  •

Many years  have  passed  s ince I m a d e  one  of  a ba nd  of  waifs ,  in a vi l lage 
where  1 fo rm er ly  lived. How p lea s a n t  it was to t r a m p  t h r o u g h  the  snow in 
the  crisp,  f rosty air ,  to  s e re na de  o u r  f r i ends  an d  rece ive  at  each  s to p p in g  
place a w arm  C h r i s t m a s  g ree t ing  and  welcome.  Hut  when  I recal l  t h e s e  
t imes a feel ing of s a dness  comes ov e r  me as  I t h i n k  how m any  of  t h o s e  
whose joy lu l  voices b r o k e  on the  s t i l ln ess  of  the  n i g h t  a r e  now s i l en t  f o re v e r  
on e a r th .  While  a s h a d o w  is thus  cast  over  t h e  f o r m e r  m e r r y  pa r ty ,  how m uch  
d a r k e r  would it be were  it not for  t h e  l igh t  of  the  S t a r  of B e th lehem .  Yes, 
Chr i s tm as  night  b r ings  p e a ic  to all those  who a re  a n y  ways  af f l ic ted  o r  dis-  
t ressed,  in mind,  body,  o r  es ta te .  To th e m ,  as  to t h e  s h e p h e r d s  of old,  fo r  
comfor t  and  for  hope,  is given the  s ign  of the  Babe,  w h o  is the  e a r n e s t  of  a 
new and  a more  a b u n d a n t  life, t h e  b r in g e r  of  s w e e tn e s s  an d  l ight.  In  t h e  
babe all t h in gs  a r e  become new. Jle is t h e  fu lf i l lm ent  of the  past  a n d  th e  
gnldyii p romise  of t h e  fu tu re .  His very he lp le ssness  e ndow s  h im  wi th  
Hie peculiut p rope r ty  of  cap tu r in g  »lie affec t ions  a n d  en l i s t ing  the  se rv ices  
o: men. He pe rsuas ive ly  appeals  to the  whole  of  h u m a n i ty .  All so r t s  a n d  
cond i t ions  of m en  respond  to the  cry of  the  babe.  H e  lays  hold of  t h e i r  
hear ts ,  exe rc is ing a pur ify in g  a n d  e le v a t in g  in f luence ove r  t h em .  I t  is a 
babe who causes  tilt* moth,  r an d  f a t h e r  love to s p r i n g  up and blossom as 
tlie rose.  And none ,  no m a t t e r  how ro u g h  a n d  ig n o r a n t ,  but  such  love re- 
linos, m a k i n g  th em  less b ru t i sh  a n d  so t t i sh  a n d  r a i s ing  them  to a h i g h e r  
level. T h e  force which thus the  babe  e xe r t s  is m an i f e s t ly  not  physical  
n e i t h e r  is it in te l l e c tua l .  It can on ly  be s p i r i tu a l ,  c o m i n g  down f rom  t h a t  
Hod who is love, l igh t  a n d  life. L e t  us accep t  the  s ign  with t h a n k f u l n e s s  
an d  in fa i th  t h a t  t h e r e  shal l  be “ no  g loom io h e r  tlfht was in a n g u i s h ,  b o r  
un to  us a chi ld  la bo rn  ami u n to  us  a  son  is g iv e n .”

•‘O holy Child of  Bethlehem!
Descend on  us, we p ray .

Cast  ou t  ou r  sin a n d  e n t e r  in,
Be born in us  today .

We h e a r  the  C h r i s t m a s  ange ls !
Tht* g r e a t  g lad t id ings  tell  

O, come to us, ab ide  with us.
O ur  Lord  E m m a n u e l ! ”

One! Two! T h r e e !  F o u r !  Five!  Six! Seven!  E igh t !  Nine!  
Ten! Eleven!  Tw elve !  Midnight!  A nappy  a n d  a m e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  to all ! 
God bless us every  one!

Bull a Membership 
•  in the

Red Cross
From the Local 

Committee

Y our C h r is tm a s  
Groceries, Raisins, 
Nut?, Oranges, etc.
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You'd hardly 
know Pete

'  was chewin
chew holds its good taste 
so long. I figure that this 
class of tobacco costs me 
nothing extra—maybeless 
than I’d have to spend for 
ordinary plug.”

•  l i e
Jt goes further— th a t’s why you  

can get the good taste o f  this class 
of tobacco to il’tout extra cost.

Yet he says he gets 
more satisfaction out of 
his small chew of Gravely 
than he ever got out of a 
big chew of ordinary to
bacco. “Reel Gravely has 
a pure, rich taste,” says 
Pete. “It’s sweetened just 
enough, and one sm all

PEYTON BRAND

Real Gravely Chewing Plug
each piece packed in a pouch

~{7¡Te Hotel Oregon-
Respectfully solicits the patronage of the People of Es
tacada and Eastern Clackamas County,.when in Port
land. »

The HOTEL OREGON has been for many years one of 
Portland’s leading hotels and is located in the heart of 
the business and theatre section, at the convenient 
corner of Broadway and Stark.

You are assured a cordial welcome and your patronage 
will be appreciated.

Stop at the HOTEL OREGON, the next time you are 
in Portland.

Rooms $1.25 and up
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