
SELECTING SEED 
FOR CORN CROP

Good Seed Increases Yield at Same Expense thus Reducing Production Cost
NOW  IS  S E L E C T I O N  T IM E
(Quality. E arly  M atu rity , and T rueness 

to  T ype are  Main F ac to rs  in S elect
ing the Most P ro fitab le  Seed.
“Select you r seed com  now,” is 

advice as  o f t repeated  a t  th is  season 
o f the y e a r  as, “ Do you r C hris tm as 
shopping e a rly ,” “ R eg is te r now,” 
and “Clean up,” a re  a t  o th ers . The 
g re a t value o f good seed is th e  motive

of the in junstion  to save seed corn 
a t  h a rv es t tim e. Surveys have shown 
th a t  the yield o f corn in one county 
o f a corn s ta te  would have been in 
creased by th e  sum o f $21 an acre 
th ro u gh ou t the county, o th e r th in g s 
being equal, if  correc t selection of 
seed had been made. Since “o th er 
th in g s w ere to  have been equal" i t  is 
plain th a t  th e  cost would have r e 
m ained the sam e, so th a t  the $21 
would have represen ted  a  n e t profit, 
m inus only the add itional cost o f se
lection. I t  is safe  to  say  th a t a t  
least $20 an  acre would have been 
cleared  by p ro per seed selection, d is
p laying a profit of $2000 for each of 
th e  100 fa rm e rs  whose 100-acre crop 
w as surveyed. A dditional h arvest 
cost would have been som ething , but 
th a t  is an  item  th a t g row ers deligh t 
to  pay.

Since O regon is not, w ith  a very 
few exceptions, a n a tu ra l corn s ta te , 
and since by proper m ethods profitab le corn crops can be grow n, es
pecially fo r  hogging  off, s ilage and a 
few o th er purposes, it is especially 
necessary  to  take  ad v an tag e  of ail 
feasib le m eans to  increase the yield 
and low er th e  production cost. Good 
seed and acclim ated  seed a re  am ong 
th e  m ost im p o rtan t o f these m eans 
and a re  en titled  to a lead ing  place in 
the p ro gram  o f corn production. Good 
seed can be secured by purchase, if 
one is w illing  and ahie to  pay the 
price, but seed acclim ated to Oregon 
conditions, especially  th e  W illam ette 
Valley, canno t be purchased  a t any 
price  excep t as  it  w as g row n in the

locality  fo r w hich the seed is in tend
ed.

I t  is th u s ap p a re n t th a t  th e  ne
cessity  fo r  p ro per selection  of seed corn is o f even m ore im portance to Oregon g ro w ers  th an  to  those in 
s ta te s  w here th e  in d u stry  is well es
tablished. .Methdos o f selecting , h a r 
vesting  and s to rin g  the seed corn are  
explained by J . E. Larson, E xtension 
A gronom ist o f the A g ricu ltu ra l Col
lege, as follow s:

How To Do It.
On seed corn day a sack should be 

taken  by a  s tra p  across th e  shoulder 
and the seed corn selections made. Re 
su re  th a t th e  s tra p  fitting  acro ss  the 
shoulder is broad enough to avoid 
ir rita tio n , o r i t  m ay have a tendency to cu t th e  w ork short. In  passing  
th ro u gh  th e  field one o r tw o rows m ay tie w atched. S elect e a rs  o f m e
dium  size, w ith  husks ind ica ting  the 
s tag e  of m a tu r ity  well along , the ea r

h an ging  a t  a  p ro per ang le  to  avoid 
w a te r  ru n n ing  in and a  shank  n o t too 
la rg e , but indicative of s tre n g th  and 
vigor. A t both  ends of th e  field sacks 
o r boxes should be placed to  em pty  
the corn into. When th e  husks a re  
rem oved, read y  fo r  sto rin g , p a r t  of 
the ea rs  will necessarily  have to  be 
discarded and  th e  final selections 
m ade ju s t before p lan tin g  tim e, when 
th e  corn is tested .

The care  of th e  corn a f te r  selection 
has much to  do w ith  its  g row ing  qua lities  the follow ing sp ring . In all 
events i t  should be hung  fo r d ry ing  
and curing. R acks fo r  d ry in g  a re  
also  very  sa tis fa c to ry . The d ry in g  
should be done in build ings w here the 
circulation  o f a ir  is good. A g re a t 
m any te s ts  have been m ade in rega rd  
to  th e  best place to  s to re  seed com . 
H eated  house a ttic s , w here th e  c ir
culation  o f a i r  is good, have been 
found to be th e  best places. N ex t to  
th is  comes the basem ent, w here th ere  
is a h ea tin g  p lan t installed . I f  corn 
is kept in a  place w here th e re  is a 
good circulation  o f a i r  until it  d ries thoroughly , th e  cold does n o t b other 
so much. W hen very  h ard  freezing  
is likely to occur, th e re  is som e dan ger 
o f in ju ring  the v ita lity  o f th e  com . 
The old m ethod o f s to rin g  in cellars, 

b arn s  and overhead  cribs, w here live 
stock arc  allowed to run in th e  d riv e
way, has been abandoned by up-to- 
d a te  fa rm ers  and seed g row ers . In 
places w here any  m oistu re  is likely 
to rise , seed corn will not keep.

W here la rg e  am ounts  o f seed corn 
a re  to be kept, i t  is a good policy to  
build a  d ry ing  house. In th is  d ry ing

house i t  will be necessary  to  have 
shelves o r rack s fo r  holding th e  seed, 
i t  m u st also  be p ro perly  ven tila ted , 
so as  to  keep ou t all m oist a i r  and  
cold w hile d ry ing . Hop houses and  
p rune d ry ers  m ig h t be a lte red  fo r 
corn d ry ing . A f te r  th e  com  is p re t ty  
well cured  and  d ry , i t  n .ay  be boxed 
in s la tte d  c ra te s  o r n arrow  cribs. The 
only a tte n tio n  n ecessary  then  is  to  
see th a t  th ere  is p ro p e r ven tila tion  o f 
a i r  and  th a t  th e  te m p e ra tu re  does not 
g e t too low. I t  is useless to  spend a 
g re a t  deal o f tim e selecting  your seed 
corn and  then  allow  it  to  be lo st by 
poor s to rag e . C orn th a t  has  shown 
a germ ina tio n  te s t  o f V0'/c o r m ore will d e te rio ra te  by cureless m ethods 
of s to rin g .

A T im e fo r  E very th in g .
In m ost every  line o f w ork on the 

fa rm  th e re  is a  r ig h t  and a  w rong 
tim e to  do it. T his is especially  tru e  
o f seed corn. I t  is not adv isab le to  
select th e  seed corn  before it  is well 
along  tow ard  m a tu r ity . The w ea th er 
is u sually  h o t and  th ere  is d an g e r o f 
mold. I t  is a  very  poor p rac tice  to 
w ait un til h u sk ing  tim e and select 
fro m  th e  w agon. No record  is k ep t 
o f th e  s ta lk  from  which th e  e a r  w as 
produced, and  all too o ften  i t  is the 
la rg e , la te  m a tu r in g  e a r th a t  a t tra c ts  
one s a tte n tio n . The w orst p rac tice  
of all, how ever, is to  w a it until p la n ting  tim e and  th en  select fro m  th e  
crib.

W ith  th e  u p -to -da te  fac ilitie s  and m ethods of se lecting  and cu ring  fo r 
seed corn, one should  no t depend on 
too sm all an  am o u n t fori seeding. 
U nder an y  co nsideration , I t  would 
requ ire  a t  le a s t e ig h t bushels o f se
lected  and  g rad ed  seed corn fo r  every  
■ 10 ac res  to  be p lan ted . To provide 
a g a in s t fa ilu re  to  g e t a  s tand  and  fo r 
re p lan tin g , a t  le a s t 10 bushels should 
be selected  fo r  ev ery  40 acres. I f  you 
have an  especially  good fie ld  o f corn, 
a  g re a t  deal m ore m ay be selected  and  
sold a t  a  good p ro fit. T here has  n ever 
been a  tim e w hen good seed corn, well 
selected  and te s ted , would n o t b rin g  a  fancy  price.

HOW  TO U S E  P R E S S  B U LL E TIN .
The f ro n t p ag e o f th e  P re ss  B ulle

tin  is p rep ared  fo r  clipping. The re 
v erse  side is used fo r  conveying a g r i 
cu ltu ra l new s m a tte r , a lth ou g h  i t  is 
n o t expected  th is  m a t te r  w ill be ex 
tensively  used by O regon w eeklies, 
ow ing to  its  g re a te r  leng th . The m a t
te r  con tained  on th e  reverse  pag e  is 
designed 'p r im a r i ly  fo r  th e  b enefit 
o f fa rm e rs  and  o th e rs  in te re sted , who 
a re  fu rn ish ed  th e  P re ss  B ulle tin  m a t
te r  e n tire  in th e  w ay o f supplem ents. 
B ecause th e  p rin tin g  fo r a  very  la rg e  
num ber o f re ad e rs  m ay  be done m ore 
econom ically from  one p la n t th an  
from  m any  it  is done a t  th e  College, 
ed ito rs  u sin g  th e  supplem ent serv ice 
g e tt in g  th e  e n tire  b en efit o f th e  r e 
duced cost. The m a te r  used on th e  
reverse  page is p rep a red  in consider
ab le  d e ta il, so th a t  g ro w ers  m ay  re ad 
ily follow  th e  p rac tice s  sug gested  by 
th e  a r tic le s . C uts a re  used to  m ake 
th e  m a t te r  s till m ore p lain  and a t t r a c 

tive. B ut w hile th is  w as designed as 
th e  m ethods o f use, i t  has  been found 
in ac tu a l p rac tice  th a t  much use is 
m ade o f th e  supplem ent m a tte r  by 
new spapers in localities w here the in 
fo rm a tio n  is especially  applicable. 
E n tire  s to ries  a re  republished  in full, 
and app lications a re  freq u en tly  m ade 
fo r th e  cu ts  to be used in illu stra tio n . 
In fa c t it  is no t possible to  supply th ese cu ts  as p rom ptly  as  dem ands 
fo r them  come in, bu t o rd ers  a re  book
ed and  filled as rap id ly  as  possible. The use o f these cu ts  is free , the only 
ob ligation  assum ed  by ed ito rs  o rd er
ing them  being th e ir  safe  re tu rn  to  
th e  College. .Most o f th e  cu ts  w ere 
p rep ared  to il lu s tra te  m a tte r  p rin ted  
on book pap er, but by a l i ttle  e x tra  
ca re  in p rin tin g  m ay be m ade to do 
very  well on news stock. E d ito rs  are  
invited to  send requ ests  fo r  cu ts w hen
ever th ey  th ink  they  can  use them  to 
ad v an tag e , and w h e th er th e  cu ts de
sired  have been used in th e  P ress  B ul
le tin  o r not they  will be fo rw arded  as 
soon as possible a f te r ,  o rd ers  a re  r e 
ceived. And all O regon new spaper 
men a re  cordially  invited  to  cooperate 
w ith  th e  P ress  B ulle tin  in g e tt in g  the 
ch a ra c te r  o f in fo rm ation  m ost needed 
by producers before them . Send in 
lis ts  o f sub jects  o f g re a te s t  im p o rt
ance in y ou r locality  and  th e  P ress  
B ulle tin  will secure th e  desire l in fo rm 
ation  if  it  is to  be had  and  publish  th e  
sam e to th e  e x te n t o f its  capacity . 
T h a t is w h a t th e  P re ss  B ulletin  is fo r. 
H elp m ake i t  effective fo r  th e  a d 
van cem en t o f scien tific  ag ricu ltu re  
and  th ereb y  co n tribu te  to  th e  ag ricu l
tu ra l developm ent o f you r section. 
The increased  w ea lth  re su ltin g  will 
aid  you r com m unity  and  aid  you. L et us know w h a t you r fa rm e rs  w an t 
in th e  w ay o f b e tte r  fa rm in g  m ethods. 
[E d ito r  P re ss  B ulle tin .]

S E E D S  T E S T E D  F R E E

F a rm e rs  and o th er v is ito rs  a t  th e  
S ta te  F a i r  h av in g  field and  gard en  
seeds th a t  th ey  would like to  have 
te s ted  a re  invited  to  b rin g  them  to 
th e  O regon A g ric u ltu ra l College E x 
h ib it and  hand them  to  th e  ex p e rt in 
c h a rg e  o f  seed te s t in g  d em o n stra 
tions. The seed will be „ested fo r 
p u r ity  and  fo r  g erm ina tio n  and r e 
p o rts  will be m ade to  th e  g ro w ers  sub
m ittin g  th e  seed as  soon as possible 
a f te r  th e  close o f th e  fa ir.

F IR E B L IG H T  F E A T U R E D

One o f th e  in te re s tin g  fe a tu re s  o f 
th e  P la n t P a tho lo gy  D ep artm en t a t 
th e  S ta te  F a ir  w ill be an  en tire  p ea r 
tre e  bad ly  infected  w ith  fireblight. 
By m eans o f in sp ecting  ca refu lly  the 
ch a rac te ris tic s  o f fireb ligh t and th e  
sym ptom s as th ey  ap p e a r on th e  tree , 
g ro w ers  will learn  a  g re a t  deal in re 
g ard  to  id en tify in g  fireb ligh t, and 
from  pan els  and  ch a rts , also  on d is
p lay , th ey  m ay learn  how to contro l 
it.
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