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A breeding  c ra te  fo r sw ine is desirable  fo r effecting  m atin gs which 
would o therw ise be difficult o r im possible, fo r sav in g  risk  to  valuab le 
boars and sows, and fo r conserving the v ita lity  o f boars. E x trem es 
o f size in sexes a re  difficult to  m ate; some sows do not respond to the 
advances o f ce rta in  boars; th ere  is d an g e r of heavy an im als slipping 
and in ju ring  th e ir  fee t and legs; old boars som etim es become vicious 
and  rough  w ith  sow s; and young  boars freq uen tly  acquire th e  hab it 
o f m astu rb atio n  because sows will not s tand  read ily . All o f these 
d an ge rs  a re  decreased by th e  use o f a b reeding  c ra te .

A c ra te  m ay be o f very  sim ple construc tion  and serve in m ost 
cases: b u t difficult m atin gs show such c ra te s  to be inadequate , and 
one which is servicable u nder a ll conditions is d es irab le  b u t has 
h ith e rto  not been worked out. The th in g s  which m u st be looked to 
in th e  construction  of a  c ra te  a re , first, th a t  it re s tra in s  th e  sow; 
second, th a t  she be held in an accessible position; and th ird , th a t  she 
be held so w itho u t en d an gering  th e  boar.

FLAX GROWINGMAY SUCCEED
PR A C TIC A L FLA X  MAN GIV ES 

P O IN T S  ON PR O TEC TIO N
T hinks Convict L abor W ould Need 

Special H andling  bu t M ight Do.
Oregon A g ricu ltu ra l College, C or

vallis, Atig. 9.— (To th e  E d ito r .)— 
Your s ta tem en ts  re la tiv e  to  th e  p u r
poses fo r w hich flax is grow n and 
labor a re  correc t, b u t th e re  a re  sev
eral fe a tu re s  in th e  in d u stry  o f flax 
ra is in g  which th e  g ro w ers  in th is  
s ta te  a re  sadly  ig n o ran t o f and which 
have m ilita ted  a g a in s t th e  successful 
grow ing  of flax and th e  p rofitable 
handling  o f th e  product.

F lax  d raw s heavily  from  th e  soil, should not be sown tw o seasons in 
succession upon th e  sam e soil and 
should be followed by a  crop o f th e  n itrogenous fam ily .

Seed should be selected in accord 
with the p rincipa l use th e  crop is to  
be d irected . F rench, Relgian R ussian  
and Irish  seed g ive d ifferen t re tu rn s  
in fiber and seed.

The bow o r seed pod m ust be 
stripp ed  a t once a f te r  th e  flax is 
pulled, d ried  and milled. The bundles 
are  bound and  placed in th e  w ate r 
fo r re ttin g . The c h a rac te r o f fibe r 
is governed absolutely  by th is  p ro 
cess, and only a  person h av ing  had 
p rac tical experience knows how to 
handle flax d u rin g  th is  period. W hen 
the flax is ready  to be taken  from  the 
w ater it m u st be spread  not too th ick, evenly upon a p as tu re  o r h ay  field, 
(th e  d rip  is good top  d re ss in g ), and 
allowed to d ry , then rebound and  
shocked for several days, when under 
favorable c lim atic conditions i t  is 
ready fo r m illing, sam e being re g u 
lated  by th e  uses to  w hich th ^  fiber 
is to  be put, H essian , tw ine o r o ther.

The w rite r  has  handled  flax from  
seeding to  th e  cam bric h anderch ief 
and th e  a r tis tic  p a tte rn e d  dam ask , bu t does not claim  to know all by  any  
m eans. 1 m erely inflict th is  le tte r  
because I once considered flax a  n a 
tional crop and would like to  see it  
grown successfully  here— labo r from  
the con tinen t m igh t be secured. In the countries w here flax is grow n la 
bor is cheap and women do much of 
it both in the field an a  th e  mill. The 
labor you speak of requ ires  special 
handling  b u t m igh t do. I shall w atch  
progress w ith  very  g re a t in te re st.

( P ro fessor H yslop th in k s  these 
points m ade by a  Lane County citizen 
very valuable and approves th e  idea 
of one flax crop in a  ro ta tio n . F u rth e r, 
owing to  th e  read iness w ith  which 
flax crops develops soil d iseases, he 
favors long ro ta tio n  periods, p re fe r
ably from  th ree  to  six year.— Ed.)
W HAT S PE C IA L  ED UCA TIO N

FA RM ER S SHOULD H AVE
Oregon A gricu ltu ra l College, C or

vallis, Aug 9.—"W h at should edu
cation give th e  fa rm er, not as  a man 
but as a f a rm e r? ” inquired Dr. P. P. 
C laxton, U nited S ta te s  C om m issioner 
o f Education in an ad ress  to  th e  s tu 
den ts of th e  Oregon A g ricu ltu ra l College on his recent v isit to  th e  coast. Among o th er th in g s m entioned as 
necessary  to  the fa rm e r 's  special edu
cation ‘"or h is profession th e  com m is
sioner then m entioned the following:It should give a knowledge o f the 
soil, out o f which he is to  m ake his 
living and w hat profit he m ay. It 
should teach  the fa rm e r th e  physical 
p roperties o f the soil so th a t he m ay keep it in th a t condition o f t i lth  th a t favors m oisture  fo r grow ing  crops, ac 
cessibility  o f free p lant food, freedom  
form  expensive weeds, cap ila rity , and 
minimum erosion. It should also teach  him th e  chemical com position o f his soil to  th e  end th a t he m ay know the elem ents which con tribu te  to 
fe rtility , th e  elem ents th a t a re  de
ficient fo r any given crop, and how 
to unlock th e  stored  elem ents th a t the 
p lan t cannot secure unaided.It m ust give him knowledge o f the p lan ts  which he will grow. He m ust 
know th a t they  a re  form ed by a very- 
fixed and definite com bination o f elem ents from  soil, a ir  and w a te r, and 
th a t  if the soil in which they grow

does not contain  each soil elem ent in sufficient am ount the p lan ts  will m ake a sh o rt crop, no m a tte r  how rich the 
soils in all th e  o thers. He m u st learn  how to  p ro paga te , cu ltivate , h a r 
vest and m ark e t his fa rm  crops, and 
how to s to re  and  u tilize fa rm  products.I t  m u st give him  a knowledge o f 
an im als  so th a t  he will be able to  se
lect, breed and ra ise  livestock in an  
efficient m anner. He m ust learn  w h a t 
feeds to  select o f those available, how to  secure balanced ra tio n s  from  them , 
and how to feed fo r best resu lts . He 
m ust then know th e  tim e and place 
fo r economical m arke tin g  o r conversion to his own use.

All these th in g s  a re  additional to  
a g enera l education  including chem istry , physics, bookkeeping, en g in eering, and shop work.

In view of th e  m any g enera l and special requ irem en ts  o f education fo r th e  fa rm e r Dr. C laxton does n o t look 
w ith  favo r on th e  very  g enera l p rac
tice o f suppy ling  young g ir ls  o r o th ers  lack ing  in th is  knowledge as  teachers  
o f fa rm e r’s sons in th e  country  schools. " I t  used to be said ,” con
cluded he, " th a t  those who can, do, 
and those who can ’t, teach; but it 
is com ing to be recognized th a t only 
those who know a sub ject can teach it .”
L A N E  POM ONA G R A N G E

M AKES FO RW AR D  MOVE
O regon A g ricu ltu ra l College, C orvallis, Aug. 9.— A doption o f a road 

p a tro l system  fo r rep a ir in g  roads befo re  th e  dam age is ex tensive and its  
re p a ir expensive has  been endorsed by th e  Lane Pom ona G range, rep o rts  the E ugene R eg ister. O ther p ro gressive s tep s  favored a re  th e  follow ing:A public m ark e t a t  E ugene w here p roducers and consum ers can t r a n s ac t business d irect.

Im proving  th e  d airy  in d u stry  by w eeding out unprofitab le cows, p ractic ing  m ore economical feeding and m anagem en t and b e tte r breeding.U niform  breeding  and handling  and 
co-operative m ark e tin g  of fa rm  livestock.

Developing the pou ltry  in d ustry  by

cooperative breeding, packing and m ark e tin g  clubs. •
A system  o f d ra in a g e  projects.The g ran g e  was addressed  by C. E. Spence, m a s te r  o f th e  S ta te  G range, who s ta ted  th a t  too much money is given to road co n trac to rs.

SA LE S L E T T E R S  V A LU A B LE
IN SEC U R IN G  ORDERS

O regon A gricu ltu ra l College, C orvallis, O re., Aug. 9. — The rales 
le tte r  th a t  is so effective in th e  hands 
o f th e  m ail o rd er e x p e rt fa ils  to  a p 
peal as s tro n g ly  as It should to  the 
local m erchan t, accord ing  to Clyde I. 
B lanchard , O. A. C. te ac h e r o f s ten o g 
raphy  and  one of th e  fou r w inners 
o f the world cham pionship  efficiency 
co n test. “ A lthough  the local m an 
feels th a t  he canno t use th is  weapon 
effectively it has been proved beyond 
a doubt th a t  he can m ake it  more e f
fective than  can th e  m ail o rd er man. 
W e all know th a t by m eans of these 
le tters ' New York and Chicago houses 
a re  con tinually  ta k in g  business r ig h t 
from  u nder ou r noses h ere  in Oregon. 
I t  is needless to  rem ind you w hat the 
mail o rd er houses have been able to  
do w ith a tw o-cen t s tam p  and a  le tte r  
sen t to  people in all p a r te  o f the 
world, people they  have never seen 
and in all p robab ility  never will see.

"S u re ly  th e  re ta il m erchan ts  should

be able to  do as well w ith  frien d s and  
acq uain tances as th e  m ail o rd er m en 
do w ith en tire  s tra n g e rs . I f  any  
have tr ied  and failed  to  g e t business 
by personal le tte rs  in connection w ith 
consisten t new spaper ad v ertis in g , 
th e ir  m ethods ra th e r  th an  th e  system  was probably  a t  fa u lt. An im p o rtan t 
r te p  in secu ring  re su lts  is u se  o f a r 
tis tic  and dignified d ress  fo r  you r cor
respondence. A n ea t re tu rn  ta»tily  
p rin ted  on your envelope will o ften  
be th e  m eans o f sav ing  your le tte r  from  th e  w astebasket.

“ D ignity , good ta s te  and o rders a re  
secured by having very  li ttle  p rin tin g  
in the le tte r  head to  d is tra c t a t te n 
tion from  th e  typed m essage, which is 
th e  a ll-im p o rtan t th in g , in  o rdering  
your s ta tio n e ry  have p rin ted  only th e  
d a ta  necessary  to  enable correspond- 
den ts to  tra n sa c t th e ir  business efficiently. N ever have th e  city  and  
s ta te  off to  one vide a t  th e  r ig h t, 
connected by dotted  lines to  “ 19— .” 
The sty le  never w as a rtis tic , and besides i t  is a bad tim e-w aster. F a r  
b e tte r  have th e  s ta te  and  city  p r in t
ed a t the top  w ith th e  heading, leav 
ing room fo r th e  d a te  a t  the usual place.

“ The p ersonal le tte r  m ay also be a 
m ean? o f keeping  track  o f cash  custo
m ers whose nam es a re  no t en te red  on the firm ’s books. And ce rta in ly  th e  
cash custom ers a re  w orth  looking a f 
te r. Som etim es th ey  q u it th e  firm be
cause o f some m isun d erstand in g  eas
ily ad ju sted , and  th e  personal le tte r  
will enable th e  p ro p rie to rs  to  learn  
th e  fa c t and m ake th e  ad ju s tm en t, th u s  re ta in in g  a m ost p rofitab le p a t
ronage.”
SM ALL SE E D  PROD U CTIO N

IN  PA C IF IC  N O R TH W E ST
O regon A g ricu ltu ra l College, C or

vallis, Atig. 9.— A lthough  W estern  
O regon is a  p a rtic u la rly  good place 
fo r th e  production  o f m any sm all seeds 
which m ay be used locally  fo r  seeding 
purposes, in m any instan ces th e re  is 
n o t enough sm all seed o f th e  g rasses , 
som e legum es, rape  and  som e o th er 
p lan ts  to  m eet th e  local dem and, 
w rites  P ro fe sso r G. R. H yslop in th e  O. A. C. O regon C ountrym an.

“O f th e  legum enous seed crops 
w hich m ay be grow n in W este rn  O re
gon, th e  fo llow ing a re  m arke ted  quite 
ex tensively : red clover, a lsike  clover, 
w hite clover, common vetch  and h a iry  
vetch. Also, some crim son clover is 
m arke ted , a lth ou g h  considerab ly  less 
ex tensively  th an  an y  o th ers  m en
tioned. U nder red  clover m ay  be in 
cluded both th e  cpmmon red and th e  
m am m oth , e ith e r o f which m akes ex 
ce llen t seed yields in  th e  W estern  
O regon section and w hich a re  being 
quite ex tensively  grow n and m a rk e ted. A lsike clover is also  w idely  grow n 
so th a t m ore o f both  it  and th e  red 
is produced th an  is used.”
ST U D E N T S  W IN  D E G R E E S

ALONG D IF F E N E N T  L IN E S
O regon A g ricu ltu ra l C ollege, C or

vallis, Aug. 9 .— S tu den ts  g rad u a ted  
from  th e  O regon A g ric u ltu ra l College 
in Ju n e  1915, rep resen ted  w ork  done 
along  18 d ifferen t b u t m ore o r less 
closely re la ted  lines. O f th e  2.T6 r e 
ceiving bachelor deg rees  82 h ad  taken  
a g ricu ltu re , m ajo rin g  e ith e r in h o rticu ltu re , agronom y, an im al h usbandry , 
da iry ing , o r p o u ltry  husband ry , and 
fiJ g rad u a te s , th e  second la rg e s t  class, 
had taken  home econom ics, w hich includes both dom estic science and  do
m estic a r t .  The o th er g ro u p s  w ere classed as follow s;

N ine in fo re s try ; 1 in lo g g ing  en 
g in eerin g ; 1 in civil and irrig a tio n  
eng in eerin g ; 11 in civil eng in eerin g ; 
10 in elec trica l eng in eerin g ; 8 in m e
chanical eng in eerin g ; 3 in m in ing  en 
g in eerin g ; 4 in in d u stria l a r ts ;  20 in 
com m erce; 10 in pharm acy ; 5 in p h a rm acy special; and 9 in m usic.

The fo u rteen  g rad u a te  s tu d en ts  re 
ceiving degrees w ere divided, 12 in 
a g ricu ltu re , and 2 in hom e economics. 
A m ong th e  12 w as a  young  wom an 
g rad u a te . Miss K ate F a ilin g , o f P o r t
land . who received a  m a s te rs ’ degree.

The 38 one y ea r vocational s tud en ts  
who received ce rtifica tes w ere divided, 
36 in ag ricu ltu re , 10 in hom e econom 
ics, and 2 in commerce.


