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“Come In!"™ h
to a sudden thunder on the door

The door opened and a short, en
orgetle old man, purplevisaged and
hawk-eyed, came In Why the devil
don't you join the Trappist monks,

| Abbott? If 1 wasn't tough | should
| have died of apoplexy on the second

landing.'

Good morning, Colonel!™ Abbott
laughed and rolled out the patent rock
er for his guest. “What's on your

| mind this morning? 1 can give you

one without lee™

“I'l take It neat, my boy. I'm not
thirsty, I'm faint. These ltalian archi
tects; they call three ladders flights
of stalrs! Ha' That's Irish whis
ky, and jolly fine. Want you to come
over and take tes this afternoon. I'm
golng up presently to see the Harri-
gans, Thought I'd go around and do
the thing Informally Taken a fancy
to the old chap, He's a little bit of
all right. I'm no older than he s, but
look at the difference’ Whisky and
soda, that's the racket Not by the
tubful; just an ordinary half dozen a
day, and a m c¢limate thrown in.'

MfTeren in

"Rot! It's the hat a man
wenrs I'd give fifty guineans to see
the old fe A

netion But, 1 sz
out we had before you

v

ye

recall the argun
went 1o Paria®
Yes
Well, 1 win, Saw him bang across
the street this morning.”

Abbott muttered something.

‘What was that?

“Nothing

Sounded ke ‘dem it' to me
Maybe it did

Heard about him in Parts?
No

T'he old boy

had transferred his
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od. The young-
» next train to Paris. He
neognito for two weeks be
t him and bundled him
every ona knows that
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Sha's the

n man by the
neck and chuck him."”
o declared Abbott sav

“Tut, tut! He'd eat you alive. He
sides, you will find him too clever to
'y} apening But he'll bear
He's eapable of putting her
on a traln and running away with her

you an

watchir

Between you and 1 don’t ble

him, What's the tter with sleking
tha Harone on | He's the best
man in southern [taly with folls and
broadswords Sle 'em. Towser sie

1 I'he old Aire-eater chuckled

The subject was extremely distaste
The colonel, a rough

diplomacy had never

the helghts of clubt

itrant

ful to the artist

soldier, wh

aba

a hillman into su

slon, baldly

erred that he und

stood the L
of the Harrigan family He would
have liked to talk more in regard to
the interloper, but It would have heen
sheer folly, The colonel, in his blun
would have brought up
the subject again at tea-time and put
everybody on edge He had
tunately for his friends, a reputation
other than that of a soldier; he posed
mker He saw  trouble
exlated, and the way he

ir interest in the rose

dering way

unfor

a8 a peace
wherea non
patched up Imaginary quarrels would
have strained the patience of Job, Still,
BVEry one vied him, though they lived
In mortal fear of him. So Abbott came
about quickly and sailed agalnst the
wind

By the way,” he sald, I wish you

would let me sketeh that servant of
yOurs He's got a file like a me
dalllen, Where did you piek him up?’

“In the Hills, He's a Sikh, and a

Didn't know

faces.”

that you went
Not as a usual thing. Just want it
for my own use. How does he keep
his beard combed that way?
“I've never bothered myself about
the curl of his whiskers Are my
Luggage attended
to? Guns shipshape? That's enough
for me Sor day you have got to
go out there with me.”
Never shot a gun In all my life, 1
't know which end to hold at my

ilder

clothes lald out?

lTench you quick enough

Every
man's a born Rao will have
tigers eating out of vour hand. He's
a marvel, saved my hide more than
once. Funny thing, you can’'t show
em that you're gratef Lose caste
if youn do. | r it. Get the
East In your blood and you'll never
get it out. Fascinating' But my liver
t 1ed over « 0 many times Ha!
Some pne o« 1p to buy a pleture”
side was firm and un.
nb. The door opened
Courtlandt came
in. He st at t nel and the
colonel returned the stare,

“Caxley-Webster! Wall, 1 say, this
globe goes on shrinking every day!"
eried Courtland:

The two pumped hands energetical |

hunter

he step ou

wearied t

called, 'n reaponse | Iy

| to humanity

| pocket for his pipe

slzing each other up critically.
Then they sat down and shot ques
while Abbott looked on bewll
dered. Elephants and tigers and chit-
tahs and wild boar and quall-running
and strange guttural names; weltering
nights in the jungles, freezing morn
Ings lu the Hills; stupendous card
games: and what had become of so-
and-go, who always drank his whisky
neat; and what's-his-nar who In
vented cures for snake bites!

tions

s!

Abbott deliberately pushed over an
oak bench. "Am 1 host here or not?"

‘Abby, old man, how are you?" sald
Courtlandt, smiling warm'y and hold
ing out his hand. “My apologles; but
the colonel and 1 never expected to
see each other again. And 1 find him
talking with you up here under this
reoof, It's marvelous.™

It's & wonder you wouldn't drop &

fellow u line,” sald Abbott, In a fault
finding tone, as he righted the bench,
“When did vou come?

“Last nlght, Came up from Como.”

“Golng to stay long?”

“That depends. | am really on my
way to Zermatt I've o hankering to
have another try at the Matterhorn.”

"Think of that!” exclaimed the
colonel. “He sayvs another try.”

“You ecame a roundabout way,” was
the artist's comment

“Oh, that's because 1 left Parls for
Brescla hey had some good fights
there, Wonderful year! They cross
the channel in an alrship and discover
the North Pole’

“Pah! Neither will be of any use
merely & fine sporting
The colonel dug into his
“But what do

proposition.”™

| ¥ou think of Germany?"

| were better than these,”

Fine country answered Court-
landt, rising and golng to a window;
fine people, ton. Why?”

‘Do you—er—think they could whip
us?

“On land

“The devil!

“On water, no

‘Thanks In other words, you be-
lleve our chances equal®

So equal that all this war-scare 18
pifie But 1 rather like to see you
English get up in the air ocoasionnl
ly It will do vou good You've an
idea because you walloped Napoleon

ves."

that you're the same race you were
then, and you are not I'he English-
speaking races, as the frst soldiers,

have ceased to be
“Well, I be dem!" gagped the colonel
It's the truth, Take the American,
he thinks there {8 nothing the world
but money Take the | isher, to
everything. Take the

him caste |s
mon out of one man's mind and the
importance of being well-born out of
the other He turned from the
window and smlled at the artist and
the empurplin Anglo-Indian
Abhbott ywled the s ler, "“that
man will some day drive me amuck.
What do you think? One night, on a
tiger hunt, he got me Into an argu-
ment like this A brute of a beait
jumped into the middle of it Court-
landt shot him on the second bound,
and turr to me with—Well, as 1
WHH sa I don't know to this day
whether it waus nerve or what you
Americans call gall
“Divided by two,” grinned Abbott.
‘Ha, 1 gee; half nerve and half gall.
I'll remember that, Dut we were talk-
ing of airships
"1 we orted Courtlandt. “You
were the man who started the pow
WOW He looked down into the street
with sudde: Who Is that?
The colonel and Abbott hurried

Interest

acrogs L}
What did 1 =ay, Abbott? 1 told
He's crazy; fact,
Thinks he can teavel around Incognito
lsn't & magazine on earth
nted his pleture
+ wh shouldn't he
around if he wants to?
landt coolly
The colonel nudged the
“There happens to be an attraction
said Abbott irritably
“"The moth and the candle sup-
plemented peering over
] yulder ‘He's well set
iy admitted the old ful

8 room

you | saw him

wher

travel
1sked Court-

artist

in

Courtluar !
up,” grudgin
low
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The Cat In Kitty,
Stroke kitty tRe wrot
she spits Yot she
kitchen by the fire. W
f

way and
1 in the
of it! The
very lap of her miets has not count
ed with the cat in her. The eat In
kitty is wild to the tip of her twiteh

lug tall. Wateh her—{f ghe hasn't al
ready  seratched you-—as, crouched
in the grass, she s her r to

ward T , advises

Dal lLore Sharp it
A shiver runs through you
feel her claws o tiger-llke

s0 wlld and suvage, so bent on the
kill. Or come upon her at dead of
nlght in so dimly lghted
alley. She I8 on the prowl. The light
of the narrow, gulehlike street falls
on her with a startling largeness and
marks her silent idow on the flage
She moves stealthily out to the cor
and, well within the shadows,
)8 to glance furtively up and down
the open crossstreet Hut the peo-
ple are all within the shut doors
There 18 no one for her to devour.

o empty

r

Those “Good Old Times.”

Wa may as well demolish the time
worn superstition that the good old
times agaln are all we need to make
us happy There never were any
good old times Say not thou, What
Is the cause that the former days
chides the
preacher, showing that the complaint
Is a8 old as human nature. Hear
Homer “Few sons are like their
fathers; most are worse, only a few
are better” 1If In Homer's opinlon—
and he puts the worids into the mouth
of Athena speaking, in the gulse of
Mentor, double-distilled wisdom
most men are worse than their fath
ers, then upon what degenerate days
must we have fallen! Glven a length
of time llke that between ourselves
and Homer and the complaint falls to
pleces of Its own absurdity.—Fannie
H Eckstorm. in the Atlantie

Marks End of Childhoed.

Children pass out of a stage—open,
beautiful, exquisitaly simple—into -
lences and discretions beneath an
imposed and artificial life. And they
are lost. Out of the finished, careful,
watchful, restralned man and woman
no child emerges agaln—"The Pase
slonate Friends ”



