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CHAPTER XIV.—Continued

They on't let ms 1—I'm sup
posed to keep to myself”

“They? Who

“Glags."

Mlss Blake turned indignantly upon
Larry. “Do you mean to ¥
Speed can't go walking wit

“1 never si nothi of the sort.'
declared the “He can go if

he wants to."
“Just the &

There is a s

n't to do it

A lift of | a courteous
smile procl Mi k perfect
Indifferend 1bject, just as Wil
lia sauntered the indow
and spoke to Gl ben ath

‘Git her o

“I'm Bo =8¢

| Btar

| were

) lon
henceforth the
probit) I b No
86 pose I v d
1 nd deceit i any

yw, and did he 0 nee,
heneceforth the wor ould |} w J |
Wallingford S r what | N i
Al Averag W 1], with no ML
mon gifts mind or | our e or|
ibllity |

At oon Wal Wer throug
mockery of a second |

with no cake to follow

noon Glass dreagged him

=

hot sun, and made hin

wis ready to i
His supper was § ‘
tigue so great that he f usleep at |
Miss Hlake's side during the evening,
With the first hint of dawn he was Iljl[
, Aand Friday noon found &iim ut
hopeless, when, true to his pre
dietion 1@ unexpected happ | n

nt }
it he

ons
blackest
ports of dellght

i wase raised fr

to the wildes

It eame in the

depths

of o teleg n which Jean sum

him to the house to recelve v
dered listlessly as he opened the me
gage, then started as if digbelieving
his eyes; the marks of a wild emotion
spread over his features, he burst into

Ler
Roberta

Is coming!

rill, hysterieal
“Do tell us!™

be

“Covington—Cov

Wally felt his head wi and failed to
note the chaperon's cry of & rise and
see the paling of her cheeks “Cov

Don't yo
After
Good old O

I under

the

ington coming!
d?" he shouted
not deaf!

had ne

gods
who

all
ilver

swwer falled him, was coming as .'|.|
deliverer |
Even In the face of his extraord 4
outburst the attention of the |
ers was drawn to Lawrence |i'|.lh.~l.|
who caused the porch to shake be
neath his feet; who galloped to his
employer, and selzing him by the

surprise 1 bre un- | hands, capered about like a hippopota

wrapped her parcel, dis- | mus |

playved a pallid, anaemic cake garland- [ “I told you 'Allah’ was some guy,” |

ed with wild flowers he wheezed. *“When does Covington ‘
Speed was honestly overcomsa, arrive?" . .
“For me?" Wally reread the message ‘It says |
“For you It isn't even eold wet, | ‘'noon Friday." Why, that's today! He's

see! 1 made it before breakfast, and | e now!™

it looks even better than the one 1| 'Rah! 'Rah! tah! Covington!"

baked at school!™

“That’'s what I call fine," declared
the youth, “By Jove! and I'm 80 |
fond of cake!"

“Have a care!" breathed Larry, ris

Ing nervously, but Speed pald no ul-l
tentlon |
“Break It with your own hands.

please. Besides, it's too hot to eut

her

operation

Miss Blake broke it with
hands, during which the |
brown face of the man outside reap
peared in the At sight of the
cake he spoke and Lawrence
lumbered he floor and |

own |

window

sharply,

| time to
y Chapin

bellowed the trainer, and Mrs. Keap
sank to a seat with a stifled moan,

“Why all the ‘'Oh joy! Oh rapture!
stuff?" questioned Berkeley Fr

“AB the Hemlock
would put it, ‘Snatched from
shadow of the grave,/"”
then paused abruptly. “Say,
think nothin' could happen to him -a:;l
the way over from the depot?”

“I'm s0o sorry didn’t
(FRIT

e8No
Kid
the

Glass,

Socrates,

quoth

you don't |

in
Miss

ited

WE
meet him
I could have run over to the
d him we lnughed

“And

railroad to bi lcome,”

lald a heavs he cake | Speed. “Twenty miles would do me
“Mr. Speed!" he cried warningly, | good.”
“Here, take your foot off my angel Still Bill and Willie approached the
food!™ flercely ord vouth, But
the other was ki
“Bo, you are about to contest for
the honor of this ranch That cake I
will make a 1 f you! |
“Oh—h!" gasped the author of the |
dellcacy.
“Stop before it 12 too late!™ Glass
held his hungry employer at a dis |
tance, striving to make known by a |
wink the necessity of his act. | }

“Thera I8 absgolutely nothing in my

cake to injure any one,” Helen ob
Jected loyally, with lifted chin; where
upon the corpulent trainer turned to
her and said

“Cake would crad any athlete, Cake |
and gals is the limit |

“Really! 1 had no idea | was the
least bit dangero Miss Blake, turn
ing to her host, lled frigidly. “I'm

so sorry I intrud
“Now don't say that!’

to detaln her Please don't be of

fended—I just have to train!

“Of courss And will you pardon me
for lnterrupti vour routine? You
see, [ had no idea 1 wasn't wanted."

“But you are, and | do want you!
[

“Good-by!" 8Bhe nodded pleasantly
it the door, and left her lover staring
wter fr"!‘

W 111-:'. she had p{-- e, he cried, In a

“You're a fine yap,

ip early to do some-

thing nlce

ind you Insulted
her! You t even let me sit
and hold her hand!"’

“No palm 1 Speed turned to
behold his er ra wusly devour
ing the ¢ nd da ts rescue

“It's heavier than g full of
buckshot. You w . Cul.”

It's perfectly dellclous!” came the

choking answer
“Then get
Willle 'd s}

them

curtains

"

And that 1 ng t prisoner idled
about the premises ed at a dis
tance by his guard ] not bear
to read the fut A1y ng seemed

possible Tim i cursed
that spirit of brag that
thoughtless lack of rul wseruple
which had led him into
Y N v
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square miles on

Speed strove

this predica- | that of the Centipede,

“Would Y'ail Like to Lay a Little Mo'
on This Race?”

gallery curiously, and In subdued tones

| inquired

“What's the
“You ain't

matter, Mr. Speed?”

been summoned away?”

Willle stared questioningly upward
“No, no! My running partner ls nnl
his way here, that's all.”

“"Running pardner?”

“Cualver Covington."

“Oh, we was afrald something had
happened. You see, Gabby Gallagher
has just blowed in from the Centipede
to rnise our bets.'

“We think it's a bluff, and we'd like ‘
to call him.”

“Do so, by all mean eried the |
excited athlete. “Come on, let's all
talk to him!"

The entire party, with the exception |
of Mrs. Keap, trooped down from the |

| porch and followed t fo out |
toward the sheds, wh ir 1idst |

hhands, =
Texan was discou

of a crowd of
loud-mouthed

“I do wish Jack w here
Jean nervously, on wny |
Gabby Gallagher seemed a fitting
leader for such a desg

for he was the

as a fauna
now suggested that the ars
pnsiderably increased
In varfous lakes have
as bird sanctuaries, SERE
different kinds of birds are proc
and In various other 8 «ffo
made to prevent the destruct
native fauna and flora
Recently the attention o
Australlan commission «
was drawn to the desir
tecting the opossum

Certaln isiandas |
been set

close

wa) r are
fon of the

f the S

uth

sland are utilized | certained is now belng destroyed In |only bad men discovered

| exclalmed

{ they

| back of him.
| sella Melby T

| slightly

and flora reserve and it is |
a should be |

| the

hardest-looking citizen the easterners
had beheld thus fur. He was thickset,
| to the color of a ripe olive;
drooplng mustaches, tobacco-

stulned at the eenter, were bleached
at the extremities to a hempen hue,
His bristly halr was cut short, and
stood aggressively eroct upon a bullet
head, his eclothes were solled and

greasy beneath a gray coating of dust,
A pair of alert, lead-blue eyes and n
certain facility of movement belied the
drawl that marked his nativity He
removed his hat and bowed at sight
of Miss .Chapin

Good &enin’, Mlss Jean!
‘I hope 1 find ¥'all well.”

sald he.

“Quite well, Gallagher. And you?®

“Tol'able, thank you."”

“These are my [(riends from the
enst.”

I'he Centipede foreman ran his eyes
coldly over Jean's companions until
they rested upon Speed, where they
remained. He shifted o lump in his
cheek, apat dexterously, and directed

hils remark at the Yale man
I rode over to see If y'all would ke

to lay a little mo' In this y'ere foot
riace, 1 allow you are the unknown
sSpeed nodded, and Stover took oc-

wslon to ramark

I'hem's our inclinations,
about gone our lHmit"

“1 don't blame you none,"” said Gal-
r. allowing his gaze to rove slow-
from top to tow of the eastern lad
y, I cain’t blame you none whatever
I'n rrible grieved at them tid
Iough we Centipede punchers
considered y'all a cheap an’
poverty-ridden outfit, we glves you
eradit for beln’ game, till now.” He
spat for time, and regarded
Stover scornfully

A murmur ran through the cowboys.

“We are game,” retorted Stover,
“and for your own good don't allow no
f to the contrary become a

but —a've

hns ever

a second

bl
superstition.”

"Don’t let & Centipede bluff you!"
ed. "Cover anything
'vm odds. Anything
I'll take, pay or play,
At the tape, We can't lose.”

I got no more money,"” sald Carara,
removing his handsome bespangled
hat, “but 1 bet my sombrero. 'E's
wort' two hondred pesos.”

Murphy, the Swede,
quickly

“Aye ban' send may vages home to
moder, but aye skall bat you

to

Sy

offer
You don't want,

Bive

money

followed

may ole’

some,"
‘Haven't you boys risked enough al-

Miss Chapin. “Re-

ready ? ventured

member, it will go pretty hard with
the losers."
“Harder the better,” came a volee.

“Yall don’t have to bet, Jest because
I'm Wyar,” gibed Gallagher
‘God! 1 wish 1 was rich!"
Willie
But
nre
My
more,"

Then my man, Lawrence,
what they ean't cover,"
right!
croaked
you'll step
Gabby,
perquisites

exclaimed

Miss (Mapin protested. “You
two months overdrawn, all of you.
brother won't advance you any

will take
offered Speed.
Clean ‘'em good,
the trainer,

over to the bunk-
we'll dig up some per-
sonal and family heir-
looms.” Stover nodded toward his
men's quarters, and Gallagher grinned
joyously.

“That ghore listens like a band from

‘That's
brothers,”

“1t
house,

where I set. We aim to annex the
wages, hopes, and personal ambitlons
of l, along with your talkln-ma-

chine.”
Excuse me.” Willle pushed his way
forward ‘How's she gettin' along?”

mule-skinners ain't broke

her
No; we plays her every evenin'.”
The little man shifted his feet: then
allowed himself to inquire, as if re-

garding the habits of some dear de-

parted friend

“Have you chose any favorite ree-
cords 7"

“We all has our pick. Speakin' per-

sonal, I'm stuck on that baggage coach
song of Mrs, More's.”

“Mo-ray!" Willie corrected. “M-o-r-a!
Heleney Mo-ray s the lady's name.”

“Mebbe (Our foot-runner likes
that lujun war-dance best of all.” Ca-
rara smiled at Cloudy, who nodded,
it pleased by the compliment.
Then it was thAt the Flying Heart
spokesman made an inquiry In hushed,
hesitating tones,

‘How do you llke “The Holy Clty?"
removed his hat, as did those
“As sung by Madam-o-

80

ns

“"Rotten!" Gallagher sald promptly,
“That’s a bum, for fair.”
(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Undiscovered Interior,

A magazine editor recently
ed a story an
tor,

Immediately the latter wrote an in-
dignant letter to him, saylng that be-
fore sending her manuseript she had
pasted together several of
the inner pages. When the story was
returned to her it was in its original
condition. She had always suspected
editors of neglecting their dutiea;
now she was cure of their careless-
ness, for her own story had not been
read. To all this, the much berated
man made reply: “Dear Madam: At
breakfast, when I find that an egg I
bad, I do not have to eat the whole of
it to make sure."—The Sunday Maga-
zine,

return-

to aspiring contribu-

Tea Reveals Oll Field.
discoverer of oil in Papua,
Iritish New Guinea, was the result o)
a native boy being whipped for plae
ing kerosene In a miner's teaa The
vouth declared his innocence and led
miner to the well from which the
water had been taken

It was found that the surface of the
ter was completely covered with
kerosene, the source of which s be

The

the

rate crew as | ing developed Into a huge commen

clal enterprise
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large numbers for the sake of its skin,
for which there is a great market.

To prevent the wholesals destruc-
tion of the marsuplal and also to give
power to the state government to pro-
tect other native aulmals from time to
time as oceasion may require, the com-
mission has directed that a bill shall
be prepared for Introduction Into par
llament at an early date to provide for
protection of wild animals,

- are usually

‘Good men gone wrong,”




