
NEWS OF HIE WEEK
General Resume of Important Events 

Throughout the World.
A new strike of miners in the West 

Virginia coal fields is reported.
Northwestern farmers are not dis­

posed to sell new wheat at present.
Mrs. Pankhurst has been again lib­

erated from jail as the result of a hun­
ger strike.

Last year’s potatoes are selling at 
10 cents a bushel in carload lots on the 
Kansas City market.

Roosevelt and his two younger sons, 
Archie and Quentin, will spend two 
months roughing it in the West.

The 25th anniversary of the Kaiser’s 
accession to the throne was celebrated 
throughout Germany as a general holi­
day.

American troops have put hostile 
Moros to flight and captured their 
stronghold in the Philippine moun­
tains.

The steamship Yukon is stranded on 
the locks off Sannak island and all 
hope of saving her has been aban­
doned.

Street speakers arrested in connec­
tion with strike riots at the Oregon 
City paper mills were discharged by 
request of the city attorney.

The Supreme Court has given de­
cisions against the railroads in various 
rate cases, favoring Minnesota, Ore­
gon, Missouri, Arkansas and West 
Virginia.

A bag of gold nuggets and dust esti­
mated to contain $10,000 awaits any 
heirs who may be found to the estate 
of Mrs. Ann M. Bernhart, who died 
recently in Davenport, Iowa.

President Wilson, in conference 
with Democratic leaders, has decided 
to leave it to public opinion whether 
currency reform shall be taken up at 
the present session of congress.

Gary says that under the old book­
keeping system? the profits of the 
Steel trust were not always what they 
appeared to be.

Fierce heat descending suddenly 
upon the Middle West has caused 21 
deaths and innumerable prostrations. 
Thousands of head of stock died in 
transit to the Chicago stock yards, and 
the loss will fall almost entirely upon 
the shippers.

Torrential rains are causing disas­
trous floods along the Fraser river in 
Manitoba.

Union Pacific plans for unmerging 
were taken under advisement by the 
Federal court.

Two men were drowned while at-

MAKE WAR ON STANDARD OIL

Immense Shipments of Gasoline 
Reach Pacific Coast.

San Francisco — A new battle be­
tween the Rothschilds and the Stand­
ard Oil company started here when 
the Dutch tank steamer Kessler ar­
rived Sunduy from Sumatra with 3,- 
000,000 gallons of gasoline. This 
gasoline, which ÍB the best grade of 
paraffine oil produced in the Orient, is 
the first consignment of many which 
will be used to wrest from Standard 
Oil* its American monopoly exercised 
for the last decade.

For the first time in its history 
Standard Oil will be fought by inter­
ests controlling wealth equal to itself. 
The cargo consigned to the American 
Gasoline company, the corporate name 
under which the Shell Petroleum and 
Royal Dutch Petroleum companies con- 
trolled'by the Rothschilds, will oper- 
ate'on the Pacific Coast.

The years of struggle for control of 
the trade in the Orient has now shift­
ed to this country, and a battle royal 
is expected when high-grade paraffine 
base gasoline from the Orient is dis­
tributed on the Pacific Coast at 16$ 
cents a gallon.

The Kessler proceeded to Martinez, 
where a $1,000,000 plant has been es­
tablished.

On July 1 wholesalers and retailers 
of the state will be stocked.

Other big tank steamers are already 
on the way here and the company will 
also refine oil and export California 
petroleum.

ETERNAL PEACE NOT DREAM

OREGON STATE NEWS IN GENERAL
Industrial and Educational Items o f Interest To Oregonians

STONE MAY REPLACE WOOD CHERRY TO RI LE AT SALEM

Discovery of Quarries May Cause 
Shanties to Dissapeor.

Silver Lake—Stone houses may re-

“ Cherrians”  Prepare Fine Carnival 
for July 3 to 5.

I Tî Ckoniclesof'
Aldington Peace

place the regulation two-room shanties upon a more elaborate scale than ever 
which now form the abodes of home- before attempted in this city will be
steaders on virtually every quarter given July 3, 4 and 5. An old-fash- 
section in Christmas Lake and Silver ioned Fourth of July celebration will

F l e t c h e r  R o b i n s o n
Salem—A cherry fair and carnival (bi/fu/Aos ur///) /J.Cu/kif) Doy/e 11/  77)c SiuumJ tf/At ¿OaAcrriJ/tíCt

C ttn rr'fto  à r H t (A«

Ambassador Hints Invaders Would 
Have Warm Reception.

New York—The crowning episode of California; also 
of an all-day celebration here of the 
25th anniversary of the reign of Wil­
liam II, emperor of Germany, was a 
speech delivered in the Hotel Astor by 
Count von Bernstorff, German ambas­
sador, at a kommers attended by near­
ly 2000 German-Americans. Deep- 
lunged “ Hochs”  crashed out when the 
ambassador said proudly:

“ Although the emperor has kept the 
peace for 25 years, it is not possible 
for us Germans to dream a dream of 
eternal peace. For 100 years no 
enemy has set foot on German soil.”

Gliding into less explosive topics,
Count von Bernstorff did not add that 
no enemy would win German territory 
for the next 100 years, but there was 
not a shadow of doubt that his en­
thusiastic listeners supplemented the 
speech in their own minds. They 
cheered, and when the band played 
“ Heil Dir im Siegeskranz,”  the Ger­
man national anthem, 2000 glasses 
were lifted in a toast to the Kaiser’s 
health.

Lake valleys. This is made possible 
by the discovery by F. R. Bass of a 
half dozen stone quarries on the side 
of Table Mountain. Table Mountain 
and the Connolly hills divide the two 
valleys and the quarries are easily ac­
cessible from either side of the slope.

The substance uncovered by Mr. 
Bass appears to oe stone in the mak­
ing. It is a mixture of clay and sand, 
which, although not moist, hardens 
like cement when exposed to the air. 
It is easily sawed or chiseled out 
cubes of the proper size for building 
purposes.

Old-timers of the valley say there 
are similar quarries to the south and 
northwest of the town of Silver Lake. 
No stone has been taken from these 
diggings for so many years that their 
location was almost forgotten until 
Mr. Bass made the discovery on Table 
Mountain. The fireplace, chimneyB 
and foundation of the old house on the 
SO ranch, owned by “ Hi”  Adams, of 
Portland, were built o f stone taken 
from one of these workings; the same 
is true of the buildings on the UR 
ranch, owned by William H. Hayes, 

the Chrisman and 
Martin homes in the town of Silver 
Lake. But all of these buildings were 
constructed a quarter of a century ago. 
New settlers have erected chinmneys 
of stovepipe, sheet iron or tile, im­
ported at considerable expense.

The quarries found by Mr. Bass are 
within the Fremont national forest re­
serve and already several homestead­
ers at the foot of Table Mountain are 
preparing to build stone houses.

RABBITS DESTROYING CROPS

BOOTH’S SWEETHEART DIES

One of Last Acts Is to Write Apol­
ogy for Lincoln's Assassin.

Birmingham, Ala.—In a corner of a
tempting to cross the Salmon river, in cemetery at Birmingham, Ala.,^ prae 
Idaho, on an improvised raft.

Brazil is encouraging the settlement 
of her lands by Japanese, as there are 
not enough natives to develop them.

Mrs. Woodrow Wilson and daugh­
ters, and perhaps the President him­
self, will visit the West within a few 
months.

Governor Hatfield, of West Vir­
ginia, refuses to give senate commit­
tee records of trials of strikers by 
court martial.

An American yacht limped into a 
Japanese closed port and was imme­
diately seized by the authorities, in 
accordance with international regula­
tions.

Owing to Oregon’s new law requir­
ing physical examination before mar­
riage licenses can be issued, Vancou­
ver, Wash., is doing a rushing business 
in that line.

Great disappointment is expressed 
by shippers of frozen meats and but­
ter at the suspension of negotiations 
for a reciprocal treaty between Can­
ada and Australia.

tially unescorted, was buried Sunday 
the body of the woman whose name

Christmas Lake Outlook is Fine 
But for Work of Rodents.

Ficksburg — The fine outlook in 
Christmas Lake valley for crops this 
year, will depend upon the state gov­
ernment of Oregon. Rabbits have 
done much damage, and at the rate of 
increase noticeable, before harvest 
time comes there will be little to gar­
ner unless strenuous methods are 
adopted to inoculate the rodents. The 
Ficksburg Development club hopes to 
be able to secure the assistance of the 
state veterinarian or some competent 
official from the State Agricultural 
college to start the good work.

The area sown to grain and other 
products shows a considerable increase 
over any season in the history of this 
new country, but the rabbit plague 
seems to keep abreast of the settlers. 
Drives were held in various sections

be held. These and the Salem Chau­
tauqua, which will be held July 3 to 
8, inclusive, are expected to attract 
the capital city's largest crowd. The 
business men have contributed liberal­
ly for the cherry carnival, and the 
farmers and fruitgrowers have prom­
ised to compete more extensively 
than ever before for the prizes, which 
will be the handsomest ever offered.

To advertise the carnival and bring 
to the minds of the people of the city 
and county a realization of what it 
means to them, "The Cherrians,”  an 
organization similar to "The Rosar- 
ians”  of Portland, has been formed. 
It is composed rof progressive men of 
the city, and they will see that no 
stone is unturned to bring people to 
this city from all parts of the state.

That the cherry carnival is second | 
in importance only to the Rose Festi­
val of Portland, has been proved by 
the success of the exhibitions of the 
past, and the prospect for a greater 
one this year than ever before has 
aroused the residents of this city and 
county to a sense of public duty as nev-1 
er before. Many carnival attractions 
will be in evidence and the streets of 
the city during the fair will be sug­
gestive of a great exposition, with the 
usual side features.

MR CORAN’S ELECTION

will be handed down in history as the durjng the past winter, but owing to
last sweetheart of John Wilkes Booth, 
the actor, who killed Abraham Lin­
coln.

She was known as “ the woman of 
many lovers,“  but the crowning affec­
tion of her life was the soulful-eyed, 
handsome, dashing, fiery tragedian 
whose deed shocked the whole world.

One of the last acts of this woman’s 
life was to publish an autobiography 
in which she bared the great love of 
her life and sought courageously in 
even this late day to lift some of the 
stain which clings to Booth’s name by 
mitigating his deed.

To Louise Wooster, this woman, 
even to the last, Booth was a kindly 
and afTectionate gentleman. To her 
he was an out and out Unionist to 
whom she attributes the assassination 
as an inspiration growing out of his 
belief that Lincoln alone was respons­
ible for the terrific conflict just closed, 
and that once he was removed strife 
would be ended.

PORTLAND MARKETS

Wheat—Track prices: Club, 930/
94c; bluestem, 97c(//$l; forty-fold, 
94c; red Russian, 92c; valley, 94c.

Oats -  No. 1 white, $32 per ton; 
stained and off grade, less.

Com — Whole, $28.50; cracked, 
$29.50, per ton.

Millstuffs — Bran, $24.500/25 per 
ton; shorts, $26.60(</27; middlings, 
*31.

Barley—Feed, $26.500/27 per ton; 
brewing, nominal; rolled, $28.500/ 
29.50.

Hay — Eastern Oregon timothy, 
choice, $180/19 per ton; alfalfa, $13 
@14.

Onions—New red, $1.25 per sack.
Vegetables — Artichokes, 75c per 

dozen; aparagus, Oregon, 500/75c per 
dozen; cabbage, 1 Jo/2c pound; head 
lettuce, $2.50 per crate; peppers, 30c 
pound; radishes, 100/12c per dozen; 
rhubarb, 10)2c pound; spinach, 75c 
per box; garlic, 70/8c pound.

Potatoes— New, 2J0/ 3c pound.
Green Fruit — Apples, new, $1.50 

per box; old, nominal; strawberries, 
90c @$1.15 per crate; cherries, 80/ 
t2$c per pound; gooseberries, 20i3c; 
loganberries, $1.50 per crate.

Poultry — Hens, 14c; springs, 23o/ 
24c; turkeys, live, 180/20c; dressed, 
choice, 240/25c; ducks, old, 120i'13c; 
young, 150/118c.

Eggs- Oregon ranch, case count, 
20c per dozen; candled, 2l0z22r.

Butter—City creamery, cubes, 28c 
per pound; prints, 290/29$c.

Pork— Fancy 11c per pound.
Veal—Fancy 14$@16c per pound.
Hops—1912 crop 120/ 16c per pound; 

1913 contracts 14c per pound.
Wool Eastern Oregon 10$0/I6$c 

per pound; valley, 140/16c; mohair 
1913 clip 300/33c.

Cattle — Choice steers $7.750/8; 
good $7.250/7.50; medium $70/7.25; 
choice cows $6.500/7; good $6.250/ 
6.50; medium $6o/6.25; choice calves 
$80/9; good heavy calves, $6.500/7.50; 
bulls,.$1///6.

Hogs Light, $80/8.30; heavy, $70/ 
7.60.

Sheep Wethers, $40/5.25; ewes, $4 
0/4.75; lambs, $5.560/6.75.

Would Help Roads Unmerge.
Philadelphia — The statement was 

made here Monday, and came from a 
reliable source, that the Pennsylvania 
railroad in due time will acquire all 
of the $126,000,000 of stock in the 
Southern Pacific, now held by the 
Union Pacific, if the government ac­
cedes to the proposed plan of allowing 
the Pennsylvania to exchange $38,- 
000,000 of the Southern Pacific stock 
held by the Union Pacific for the $42,- 
000000 par value of stock of the Balti­
more & Ohio railroad, now held by 
the Pennsylvania.

Bulgaria Is Willing.
Sofia—The Bulgarian government 

has replied to the Servian invitation 
for demobilization urging in effect 
that the allies adopt the Bulgarian ar­
bitration proposal.

Bulgaria, the note adds, is ready for 
demobilization, but suggests in order 
to prevent further attempts at pres­
sure it is necessary the contested dis­
tricts should be occupied by mixed 
garrisons. The Greek government has 
submitted to Bulagria a proposal for 
demobilization similar to that pro­
posed by Servia.

Columbia Drops Two Inches.
Vancouver, Wash.—The cold weath­

er has at last apparently had its effect 
on the Columbia river, which has 
dropped about two inches. This drop 
is not rapid, but it is preferable to a 
rise, as great damage had been done 
to the lowlands in this county below 
Vancouver. Crops on many farms ( 
have been destroyed and people have 
been compelled to find new homes.

The mosquitoes on Hayden Island 
this year promise to be larger and 
in greater number than ever be­
fore.

Money Tight In Germany.
Berlin—The most optimistic of Ger­

many’s money market and the general 
financial situation are obliged to ad­
mit that the present conditions are 
critical. Mortgages which were hith­
erto regarded as giltedged are becom­
ing daily more unplareable. Money is 
difficult to get for first mortgages, 
ever at an appraisement of 40 per cent 

i of the value, while money for second 
mortgages simply cannot be ob- 

I tained.

the large area necessary to be covered 
they proved failures from an extermi­
nation standpoint, as the animals 
would escape in such numbers that it 
seems hopeless to finish them in this 
manner. It is rumored that unless 
something is done, various settlers 
may take the matter into their own 
hands and inoculate the rodents with 
some disease that may be dangerous 
to man and beast if it gets abroad. 
The need being great and from people 
that will suffer greatly if their crops 
are destroyed, it is believed the state 
will co-operate and the inoculation pro­
cess be carried on in a manner that 
will insure the destruction of the ani 
mats doing the damage, and at the 
same time safeguard the settlers and 
thpir livestock.

Three Camps to Employ 125,
Coquille — The Smith-Powers Log­

ging company, one of the largest con­
cerns of its kind on the Coast, is mak­
ing preparations to open two camps 
three miles above this city, where it 
has about 50,000,000 feet of timber. 
The right of way for a logging rail­
road to extend two miles into the tim­
ber from the main line is now being 
cleared and the road will be construct­
ed forthwith. The logs will go to the 
C. A. Smith sawmill at Marshfield.

Aason Bros, have entered into a 
contract to log 18,000,000 feet of tim­
ber immediately adjoining Coquille on 
the east for the Coquille Mill & Mer­
cantile company, of this city, and they 
are now extending their logging road 
to the timber. The three camps will 
give employment to about 125 men.

Referendum Bill Unconstitutional.
Salem—Circuit Judge Galloway has 

decided that the Day bill, providing 
for a special election for referendum 
measures next November, is unconsti­
tutional. The decision is far from 
clearing the situation. The decision 
was in connection with one declining 
to compel the secretary of state to file 
petitions for reference of the bill reg­
ulating the practice of dentistry. 
Judge Galloway held that the petitions 
were irregular in that they did not 
contain a copy of the bill, but only the 
caption.

Bandon Man Is Inventor.
Bandon C. Me. C. Johnson, of Ban­

don, has completed the invention of an 
automatic lumber assorter. His ap­
plication for a patent has been for­
warded to Washington. This labor- 
saving device is the first thing of its 
kind. There are other assorters which 
handle the various cuts of lumber 
speedily, but the hand of man is ne­
cessary for their operation. Mr. John­
son’s invention is proving now by 
daily trials that the entire cut of the 
big Randolph mill can be assorted au­
tomatically, doing away with 12 men.

Washington Crops Promising.
Hillsboro — Never in the history of 

Washington county have grain and 
grass crops been so promising at this 
season of the year. Farmers are now 
preparing for clover harvest three 
weeks in advance of former years. In 
iloing this they hope to evade the late 
June rains, and get a good harvest, 
and then cut a second crop for the seed 
in August. Last year many farmers 

I netted $35 per acre for clover seed.

OREGON PROGRESSIVE STATE

Recognizes Necessity of Business 
Methods Among Farmers.

Oregon Agricultural College, Cor­
vallis—Oregon is the first state in the 
union to set its official seal upon a 
public recognition of the necessity of 
promoting better business methods 
among the farmers through the public 
schools. The new text book, “ Princi­
ples of Bookkeeping,”  by Dean J. A. 
Bexell, of the school of commerce of 
the Oregon Agricultural college, has 
been placed on the list of books adopt­
ed for the Oregon public schools for 
the next six years. It is intended for 
the eighth grade and rural high 
schools, and is an adaptation to such 
educational work of his previous thor­
ough work in farm business methods 
for older students now widely used by 
progressive farmers.

Eighteen Berries Fill Box.
Hood River — Some of the largest 

strawberries ever seen in this city 
were displayed this week in the show 
windows of a local jewelry store. 
They were grown by Oscar Vanderbilt 
on his East Side place, and 18 of them 
filled a box. The new variety is known 
as the Goode! 1 berry.

Mr. Vanderbilt declares that his 
earlier berries were larger than those 
on exhibition. “ It is not just a few 
of them that reach such size,”  he said, 

for all o f the fruit is simply mon­
strous. It keeps well, too—just about 
as well as the Clark Seedlings, for 
which the valley has become so fam­
ous. I put several boxes in my re­
frigerator the other day and they were 
in fine condition four days after.”

Mr. Vanderbilt has been receiving 
numerious applications for plants of 
this large variety of strawberries.

Trout Planting Is Begun.
Shipment of trout from the Bonne­

ville hatcheries and of pheasants from 
the state game farms at Corvallis has 
already been begun by the state fish 
and game warden.

The fish hatcheries have this year 
between 7,000,000 and 10,000,000 
trout, and of these two carloads of 
about 180,000 have already been sent 
out. One carload went to Cottage 
Grove and the other to Corvallis. For

Ten o'clock! Dig Ben left no doubt 
about It; for the giant clock In the 
tower of the house of parliament Is a 
noisy neighbor. The last stroke thun­
dered out as I climbed the stalrB that 
led to the modest lodging of Inspector 
Addington Peace, and silence had 
fallen as I knocked at his door. 1 was 
alone that night and In the mood 
when a man escapes from himself to 
seek a friend.

I found the little detective at bis 
open window, staring across the tum­
bled roofs to where the abbey towers 
rose under the summer moon. The 
evening breeze that came creeping up 
with the tide blew gratefully after 
the heut of the July day. He glanced 
at me over his shoulder with a short 
nod of welcome.

“Even the police grow sentimental 
on such a night," I suggested.

"Or philosophic.”
“ ‘The reflections of Diogenes the 

detective, or the Aristotle of Scotland 
Yard,” ' I laughed. "May I Inquire as 
to the cause of such profound 
thought?”

He held out a slip of paper, which I 
took and carried to the central lamp. 
It was an old newspaper clipping, 
stained and blurred, relating In six 
lines how James Coran. described as 
a student, had been charged at the 
Bow street police court with drunken­
ness, followed by an aggravated as­
sault on the constable who arrested 
him. He was fined three pounds or 
seven days. That was all.

“Not a subject of earth-shaking Im­
portance," I said.

“No; but It has proved a sufficient 
excuse for blackmail."

“Then the victim Is a fool," 1 an­
swered hotly. “ Why, from the look or 
the paper the affair must have taken 
place a dozen years ago."

"Thirty-two years this month.”
"Which means that the riotous stu­

dent Is now a man of over fifty. If 
James Coran has gone down the hill, 
the past can't hurt him now; If he has 
led a respectable life, surely he can 
afford to neglect the scamp who 
threatens to rake up so mild a scan­
dal. Blackmail for a spree back In 
the seventies—It's ridiculous. Inspec­
tor."

The little man stood with his hands 
behind him and his head on one side, 
watching me with benevolent amuse­
ment. When he spoke It was In the 
ponderous manner which he some­
times assumed, a manner that always 
reminded me of a university profes­
sor explaining their deplorable errors 
to his class.

“Mr. James Coran Is a respectable 
middle-class widower who lives with 
his sister Rebecca and two daughters 
In the little town of Brendon, twenty- 
four miles from London. He arrives 
at the ’Fashionable Clothing company’ 
—his London establishment In Oxford 
street—at ten o'clock In the morning, 
leaving for home by the 5:18. In his 
Bpare time he performs a variety of 
public duties at Brendon. He la a 
recognized authority on drains, and 
has produced a pamphlet on dust 
carts. As a temperance orator his lo- 
cal reputation Is great, and his labors 
In the cause of various benevolent as­
sociations have been suitably commem­
orated by a presentation clock, three 
Inkstands, and a silver tankard. His 
Interests are limited to Brendon and 
Oxford street; of world movements he 
thinks no more than the caterpillar on 
a leaf considers the general welfare

shipment of these trout the new car of the cabbage patch. Please remem- 
especially designed for the purpose is 
being used and is proving very satis­
factory.

About 1500 birds have already been 
hatched at the state game farm and 
nearly 5000 eggs are now setting. Of 
the pheasants the great majority are 
to be sent for the stocking of the 
ranges in Eastern and Central Oregon, 
since the Willamette valley is already 
well supplied with these game birds.

Campus Chautauqua Site.
Salem The Willamette University 

campus has been selected as the place 
for holding the first Salem Chautau­
qua, July 3 to 11, inclusive. There is 
a fine grove on the campus and the 
Chautauqua management considers it 
an ideal place for the meeting of the 
association. The campus has been 
fenced and the senior class will pre­
sent its class play in the grove. Al­
though the Chautauqua will be the 
initial one for Salem, no other associ­
ation in the state will furnish a better 
entertainment this year.

Prune Growers Will Meet.
The prune growers’ convention, un­

der the auspices of the Northwest 
Packers’ association, to meet in Salem 
July 3. “ The Standardization of the 
Oregon Prune" will be the subject on 
which Prof. Lewis will speak, and 
Prof. Jackson will discuss “ Brown 
Rot of the Prune.”  The aim of this 
prune convention is to improve the 
status of that fruit as to the growing, 
evaporating and processing. An ef­
fort is being made to draw a large at­
tendance from all parts of Oregon and 
Washington.

Crop Conditions Good
Salem -  Luther J. Chapin, govern­

ment agricultural expert, who has but 
recently returned from a trip through 
a large part of the county, says that 
crop conditions are unusually good and 
the prospects are for a record yield. 
The first crop, he says, will be much 
better than was expected earlier in 
the season. Mr. Chapin declares that 
the opportunities offered fruit grow­
ers and agriculturists in this county 
and the entire Willamette Valley are 
unsurpassed.

ber the facts, Mr. Phillips, In consid­
eration of his case.

"Six months ago an envelope ar­
rived at his house with two lnclosures. 
One was the newspaper clipping you 
hold; the other a letter denouncing 
him as a hypocrite, and warning him 
that unless the sum of twenty pounds 
was placed In the locker of a little 
summer house at the end of his gar­
den the writer would expose him to 
all brendon In his true character as 
a convicted drunkard.

“Coran was In despair. He had Ima­
gined his unfortunate spree long for­
gotten. Not even his own relatives 
were aware of It. He was trying for 
a seat on the county council; the elec­
tion was due In a month, and he re­
lied for his success on the support of 
the temperance party. As an election 
weapon the old scandal could be used 
with striking effect. So he paid—as 
many a better man has been fool 
enough to do under like circumstan­
ces.

"In three days—on Saturday, that Is 
—the election takes place. This 
morning he received a letter similar 
to the first, save that the demand was 
for a hundred pounds. He had just 
sense enough to see that If he al­
lowed himself to he blackmailed again 
It would merely encourage further at­
tempt at extortion. So when he ar­
rived In town, he took a cab to Scot­
land Yard. I heard his story, and 
caught the next train down to Bren­
don. I did not call at the house, but 
gathered a few details concerning 
him and his family. In all particulars 
he seems to have spoken the truth."

"Must the hundred pounds be placed 
In the summer house tonight?"

"No. The blackmailer gave him a 
day to collect the money. It must be 
In tbs locker tomorrow night by eleven 
o’clock."

"Which means that you will watch 
the place and pull out the fish as be 
takes the bait. It seems simple 
enough, anyhow."

"Oh, yes,” he said. "But It Is the 
faulty sense of proportion In Coran 
which provides the Interest in the 
case. Even at the time the scandal 
was no very serious matter. What 
must be his frame of mind that it

should terrorize him after all these 
years?"

When I left him half an hour later 
It was with the promise that I should 
have first news of the comedy’s con­
clusion—for a tragedy It certainly was 
not, save for the blackmailer, If Peace 
should catch him.

The following ufternoon 1 was sit­
ting In my studio with the cigarette— 
that comes so pleasantly after tea and 
buttered toast—between my Ups, when 
my servant, Jacob Hendry, thrust In 
his head to announce visitors. They 
came hard upon his heels—a long, 
gray-whiskered man In the lead, and 
the Inspector trotting behind. As they 
cleared the door the little detective 
twisted round his companion and 
waved an Introductory hand.

"This Is Mr. James Coran," he said. 
"We want your assistance, Mr. Phll- 
llps."

The long man stood Btarlng at me 
and screwing his hands together In 
evident agitation He had a hollow, 
melancholy face, a weak mouth, and 
eyes of an Indecisive gray. From his 
square-toed shoes to the bald patch on 
the top of blB head he was extremely, 
almost flagrantly, respectable.

"I am taking a great liberty, sir," 
he said humbly, "but you are, as It 
were, a straw to one who Is sinking 
beneath the waters of affliction. Do 
you, by chance, know the town of 
Brendon?"

”1 have never been so fortunate as 
to visit It," I told him.

"I understand from the police ofll 
cer here that you have traveled 
abroad. Accustomed, therefore, to 
the corruption that taints the muni­
cipal life of other cities, you can 
scarcely comprehend the whole-souled 
enthusiasm with which we of Brendon 
approach the duties, may I say the 
sacred trust, of administering to the 
sanitary and moral welfare of our 
county. Those whom we select must 
be of unstained reputation. From a 
place on the sports committee of the 
flower show I myself have risen 
through successive grades until even 
the houses of parliament seemed 
within the limit of legitimate ambi­
tion. But now, sir, now it seems that, 
through a boyish indiscretion when a 
student at the Regent's street poly­
technic, I may be denounced in my ad­
vancing years as a roysterer, a tippler, 
almost a convicted criminal. They 
would not hesitate. Mark my words, 
sir, If Horledge and Panton—my oppo­
nent's chief supporters In Saturday's 
election—are Informed of these facts, 
they will mention them on platforms, 
they may even display them on hoard- 
ings."

He paused, sighed deeply, and 
wiped his face with a large silk pock­
et handkerchief. The situation was 
ridiculous enough, yet not without a 
certain pathos underlying the humor, 
for the man was sincerely In earnest.

“If I can help you, Mr. Coran, I am 
at your disposal," I told him.

“It Is a matter of considerable deli­
cacy," he said. “My younger daugh­
ter, Emily, has formed an attachment 
which Is most disagreeable to me." 

"Indeed," I murmured.
'The young man, Thomas Appleton 

by name, Is of more than doubtful 
character. Miss Rebecca, my sister, 
has seen him boating on the Thames 
In the company of ladies whose ap­
pearance was—er—distinctly theatri­
cal."

“You surprise me."
“He has been known to visit music 

halls.”
“Did Miss Rebecca see him there, 

too?”
“Certainly not, sir; but she has it 

from a sure source. It was obviously 
my duty to forbid him the house. I 
performed that duty, and extorted a 
promise from my daughter that she 
would cease to communicate with him. 
In my belief, It is he who has discov­
ered the scandal to which I need not 
again refer, and, In revenge, is levy­
ing this blackmail. The law shall 
strike him, If there Is justice lert In 
England.”

“And where do I come In?” I asked,

for he had paused In a flurry of infflg
nation.

"Perhaps I bad better explain,"
Peace Interposed. "Owing to this un­
fortunate love affair. It Is plain that 
no member of Mr. Coran’s family must 
learn that this young man Is suspect­
ed or that steps are being taken for 
bis arrest. It would not be unreason­
able to fear that he might be warned. 
I am staying with Mr. Coran tonight, 
but I do not want to go alone. I 
might take an assistant from the Yard, 
but It Is hard to pick a man who has 
not 'criminal Investigation depart­
ment’ stamped upon him. You look 
Innocent enough, Mr. Phillips. Will 
you come with us, and lend me a 
hand?”

I agreed at once. It could not fall 
to be an amusing adventure. After 
some discussion, It was arranged that 
Peace and 1 should be Introduced as 
business friends of Mr. Coran, who 
hud asked us down to Brendon on a 
sudden Invitation. A telegram was 
seut off to that effect.

For the first fifteen minutes of the 
train we shared a crowded compart­
ment. Gradually, however, our com­
panions dropped away until we were 
left to ourselves. Mr. Coran was In 
evident hesitation of mind. He Bhlfted 
about, screwing hts hands together 
with a most doleful countenance. 
When ho commenced to speak be 
leant forward as If afraid that the 
very cushions might overhear him.

"I have mentioned my sister Re­
becca," he said. "She Is a woman of 
remarkable character."

“Indeed," I murmured, for he chose 
to address me more directly.

"We have differed lately on several 
points of—er—local Interest, it la 
very Important that she should not 
learn the cause of my appeal to the 
police. Anything that aroused her
suspicions might lead to consequences 
very dlsugreeable to myself."

” 1 will be discreet.”
"My daughters will—er—benefit

largely under her will. She would cut 
them out of It without hesitation If 
she learnt that their father had been 
connected with so—er—disgraceful a 
scandal. You understand the situa­
tion ?’’

"Perfectly. It must render your po­
sition additionally unpleasant."

He sighed and relapsed Into a mel­
ancholy silence, In which the train 
drew up at Brendon station. A cab 
was In waiting, Into which we climbed. 
A couple of turns, a short descent, 
and we drew up at a gate In a long 
wall of tlamlng brick.

As we walked up the drive I looked 
carefully about me. The house was 
also of red brick and of mixed archi­
tecture. I believe the architect had 
Intended It for the Tudor period, with 
variations suggested by modern sani­
tary requirements. The garden before 
the windows was of considerable size, 
with laurels and quick-growing shrubs 
lining the edge of a lawn and several 
winding walks. At the farther end a 
thatched roof, rising amongst the 
young trees, showed the position of 
the summer house which played so 
Important a part In the Btory we had 
heard.

It was striking six as we entered 
the hall. Our host led us straight to 
our rooms on the first floor. We had 
been told not to bring dress clothes, 
so that ten minutes later we were 
ready to descend to the drawing 
room.

Mr. Coran's daughters, a pair of 
pretty, bright-faced girls, were seated 
In those careleBS attitudes which de­
note the expected appearance of 
strangers. Miss Rebecca, a tall, spec­
tacled female, whose sixty years had 
changed curves for acute angles, re­
posed In the window, reading a vol­
ume of majestic size. She laid It 
down with a thump, removed her 
glasses and received us with great 
modesty and decorum. The Inspector 
and a fox terrier, that set up a bark­
ing as we entered, were the only mem­
bers of the party that seemed natural 
and at ease.

I found the dinner pass pleasantly 
enough, despite the gloom that radi­
ated from the brother and sister.

Emily, the victim of the “unfortu­
nate attachment," quite captured my 
fancy, though I am not a ladles' man. 
Twice we dared to laugh, though the 
reproving eyes of the elders were con. 
stantly upon us. In the Intervals of 
my talk with her I obtained the keen­
est enjoyment from listening to the 
conversation of Peace and Miss Re­
becca. The lady cross-examined him 
very much as If he were a prisoner ac­
cused of various grave and monstrous 
offenses. Upon the question of antl- 
vlvlsectlon she was especially urgent. 
/C H R O N IC L E S TO  R E  C O N T IN U E D .)

PLAYED WITH FIRE TOO LONG1

M a n y  W i l l  U n d e r s ta n d  the Fee l in g s  
T h a t  M u s t  H a v e  In sp i re d  T h i s  

L o s  A n g e le s  Man .

What chance Is there for mere man 
when a woman who has declined mar­
riage 106 times accepts It on the 107th 
opportunity? Lots of men have gone 
through life enjoying their liberty, 
happily melancholy because the girl of 
their choice refused to marry them. 
Some have even proposed occasionally 
just to keep alive the pleasant mel­
ancholy and just to be able to con­
gratulate themselves on their good for­
tune again.

That Is what F. A. Mackle, of Los 
Angeles, did, but he tried It once too 
often and at last he was snared. Now 
the coy object of his affections who so 
long withstood his appeals Is suing for 
a divorce.

Before Judge Monroe In the divorce 
proceedings Mrs. Mackle declared that 
In thlrty-slx days Mr. Mackle asked 
her 106 times to marry him. When he 
began the thirty-seventh day with the 
same question she says she gave up 
rather than listen longer to Mr. 
Macktes monotonous chorus.

Of course all men will realize that 
Mr. Hackle only repeated the question

so frequently because he could not 
believe his good fortune In being still 
at liberty.

Mrs. Mackle is asking for divorce,
because, she says, her husband is not 
able to support her In the manner In 
which she was formerly able to live 
when she was earning numerous slmo- 
leons eradicating freckles.

Filipino Food Question.
In going through the Igorrote coun­

try it was impossible to secure pack­
ers who would accompany us more 
than a few miles from their own vil­
lage. Each hamlet seemed to have a 
standing feud with those about It 
Yet my companion and I were always 
received with warm hospitality, In­
vited to sleep In the straw huts and 
to partake of food, says a writer In 
the Christian Herald. The rice and 
vegetables cooked by Igorrote women 
were appetizing enough. Roast dog 
wa* balked at, but even roasting dog 
smells good to a hungry man. Hun­
dreds of dogs are brought up from the 
lowlands about Dagupan by Tagalog 
venders and are sold to the mountain 
dwelling Igorrotes every year. Fat 
dogs are at a discount; lean meat Is 
preferred. Fifty cents to $1.50 (Mexi­
can currency) seemed the average 
price for a dog, depending on sits.


