
D O IK  Of THE I Q
Current Events of Interest Gathered 

From the World at Large.

General Resume o f  Im portant Event* 
Presented In Condensed Form  

fo r  O ur Busy Readers.

Mexican rebels are preparing to in
vade the s ta te  of Sonora.

Nine Cam orrists who have been on 
tria l two years in Italy  for murder, 
have been convicted.

Elks by thousands arrive in the city 
of Portland and the official session of 
the Grand Lodge is opened.

Hot w eather continues in the East 
and many deaths result. New York 
had the ho ttest Ju ly  8 since 1876.

A move is on foot in W ashington to 
induce both T aft and Roosevelt to 
w ithdraw  from the presidential race.

Severe earthquake shocks have been 
fe lt in Alaska, wireless communica- 
tion was interrupted  and another erup
tion of Mt. Katmai is feared.

A young Socialist in Sw itzerland has 
inherited $130,000, and his friends are 
now w aiting  to see if he will d istrib  
u te  it according to his belief.

The Pacific Mail steam er C ity of 
Panam a was disabled off the Califor 
n ia coast and signalled for aid by 
w ireless. The steam er Rose C ity an 
swered and took her in tow.

W hile digging for a spring on 
farm  two m iles south of Brownsville, 
Oregon, the owners of the farm  di 
covered an abandoned tunnel four feet 
wide and twelve feet high.

The huge stree t clock in front of 
Portland jew elry store stopped a t 11 
o'clock Monday n igh t as the Elks 
Grand I-odge was singing “ Auld Lang 
Syne” in memory of absent ones, and 
the proprietors of the store decided to 
let it remain in that position during 
the rest of the week in honor o f the 
E lks’ festiv ities in the city.

Two E lks' grand lodge comm ittees 
m et in Portland and the city is full of 
Elks ready for the national conven 
tion. a

Aviator Christofferson was unable 
to fly a t Tillamook on July  4, owing to 
dangerous cross currents of a ir  which 
prevented him rising above 50 feet.

Grand Army men refused to partici 
pate in Fourth of Ju ly  exercises a t 
Honolulu because the Declaration of 
Independence was read by a Japanese 
girl.

Chicago celebrated the Fourth with 
out an accident, the first on record.

On account of Canadian fuel oil ta r 
iff laws it  is likely all ships plying be
tween Canadian and U nited S ta tes 
ports will obtain their fuel in this 
country.

A trio  o f Pennsylvania men have 
w ritten  to Gov. Hay, of W ashington, 
offering to come W est and exterm in
ate the "herds of seal and walrus 
which they understand in fest the Co
lumbia river and kill the deer and elk 
and endanger the se ttle rs along the 
r iv e r.”

One man was killed and a woman 
probably fa ta lly  injured when their 
automobile was crowded off the croad 
and over an em bankm ent by "road  
hogs” in a larger and faste r machine, 
near Portland.

Mexican rebels evacuated Chihua
hua upon the approach of the federals, 
and have begun a guerilla  w arfare.

The first tra in  over the Oregon 
E lectric into Albany, Oregon, was 
greeted  on July  4 by about 30,000 peo
ple assembled there for th a t purpose 
and for a general celebration.

P O R T L A N D  M A R K E TS .

W heat — Track prices: Bluestem,
879/90c; club, 84c; red Russian, 84c; 
valley, 84c; 40-fold, 84c.

Hay—Timothy, $16(0 16.50; a lfa lfa , 
$12.50; clover, $10; oats and vetch, 
$12; g ra in  hay, $9.

M ills tu ffs— Bran, $12.50 per ton; 
shorts, $24; middlings, $32.

Corn—Whole, $39; cracked, $40 ton.
Oats—No. 1 white, $36(1/ 37 per ton.
Eggs—Fresh Oregon ranch, candled, 

27Jc per dozen.
ButterJ— Oregon creamery bu tter, 

cubes or solid pack, 28c per pound; 
prin ts, 9c.

Pork—Fancy, 10(/z lOJc per pound.
Veal—Fancy, 139/13Jc per pound.
Poultry  — Hens, 129912ic; broilers, 

179918c; ducks, young, 10c; geese, 10 
W i l e ;  turkeys, live, 179918c; dressed, 
249/25.

B erries—Straw berries, $1,759/2 per 
c ra te ; raspberries, $1.75; logan
berries, 75cW$1.25; black caps, $1.50 
f«» 1.75; blackberries, $1,259/1.50.

Fresh F ru its—Cherries, 4 9/ 10c per 
pound; apples, old, $1.50(/i!3 per box; 
new, $1.75w2; peaches, 75cw90c; 
currants, $1,769/2; plums, $19/1.40; 
pears, $1.35; prunes, $1.40; apricots, 
$1.25.

Vegetables — Artichokes, 65w75c 
per dozen; asparagus, $1; beans, 8 
W9c per pound; cabbage, lpz 1 Jc; cu
cumbers, $1 per box; head lettuce, 
12Jc per pound; radishes, 15(ti)20c 
per dozen; spinach, 49/5c per pound; 
tomatoes, $1(3)1.60 per box; garlic, 
89/JlOc per pound; carrots, $1.76 per 
sack; turnips, $1.25.

Potatoes — Jobbing prices: Bur
banks, old, $19/1.25 per hundred; 
new, per pound, 11®1J.

Onions—C alifornia, red, $1.25 sack.
Hops— 1912 contracts, 20c; 1911

crop, 259/ 28c.
W o o l— E astern Oregon, 14 </ 19$c 

per [pound; valley, 21(//23c; mohair, 
choice, 32c.

C attle^— Choice steers, $6 ,769/7; 
good, $6.50 medium, $6 .759 /6; choice 
cows, $5 .759 /6 .26 ; good, $5 ,609/6.75; 
medium. $59/5 .50; choice calves, $799 
8; good heavy calves, $69/6.60; bulls, 
$3.50(i/5; stags, $4,759/6.

Hogs— Light, $89i ;8.26 heavy, $6.25 
9/7 .

Sheep— Yearlings, $39/4.50; w eth
ers, $2 ,509 /4; ewes, $39/3.76; lambs, 
$4,509/ 6.

E LK S  TA K E  P O R T L A N D .

City Illuminated a t Never B e fo re -  
Thousands Arrive.

Portland, Ju ly  8. — Portland is in 
possession of the Elks. From every 
s ta te  and every clime the antlered 
m ultitude and their fam ilies poured 
into the city  yesterday. More than a 
score of special tra ins arrived, each 
carry ing  its burden of pleasure-seek
ing lodge men. ¡Every regular train  
carried its full quota of convention 
crowds. Nearly all the regular trains 
operated in special sections.

Elks from California, Oregon, 
W ashington and Idaho points predom
inated in 'num bers from early in the 
day. L ate last night the eastern  part 
of the United S ta tes contributed its 
share. Jersey  City sent more than 
100, while Cincinnati, New York, and 
o ther points (east of the Mississippi 
contributed heavily to the arrivals.

All n igh t long the m agnificent 
trains of five, six, e igh t and even a 
dozen splendidly equipped coaches 
reached the city.

Portland was a ready host. P o rt
land Elks had prepared amply for such 
a crowd. Portland citizens, too, had 
taken up the burden and shared the 
responsibility and the joy of caring 
for thousands of guests.

The Court of Honor, which is the 
m asterpiece of decorative art, was il
lum inated in all its  glory. Its g reat 
towering buildings smiled down on the 
good-humored crowds ¡beneath the 
b rillian t lights. The m onster electric  
signs upon the ta llest structures 
caused prolonged study from all v isi
tors. Those who have attended form 
er grand lodges m arveled w ith those 
who never had seen an E lks’ reunion.

W hile the care-free m ultitudes 
thronged the decorated thoroughfares 
of the city , the machinery of the 
grand lodge was busy inside the Mult
nomah hotel, grinding out its regular 
yearly routine of work, preparatory  to 
the opening of the regular sessions on 
Tuesday morning.

S H U T  O U T  IN O K L A H O M A .

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF TRE STATE

Un-Political Bolters Find No Place 
der Peculiar Laws.

Oklahoma C ity.—There will b? no 
third party  in Oklahoma. Roosevelt 
Republicans find there  is no way for 
them to put a party  in the field, un 
der the t itle  o f the Progressive Re
publicans or any other t itle  signify ing  
th a t it is an offshoot of the Republi 
can party.

The same rule applies to Democrats. 
The Democratic organization in Okla
homa carefully screwed down the lid 
to prevent the success of any bolting 
party  when Oklahoma became a sta te . 
This fact is not generally known. A 
candidate for nom ination m ust file as

Democrat, Republican, Socialist or 
Prohibition, or else as an independent. 
He is precluded under the law from 
filing as an “ Independent Republican” 
or "P rogressive  D em ocrat,”  or in any 
o ther way in which he may seek to use 
the name of one of the four parties. 
Filing  tim e expired June 27. The 
Roosevelt Republicans made no effort 
to pu t a ticke t in the field and cannot 
do i t  now.

The rigid effects o f th is anti-bolting  
aw were not generally  known until 

delegates returned from the Chicago 
convention and found they could not 
s ta r t  anything in Oklahoma.

E X P E R IM E N T  FA R M  U R G E D .

D r. Withycomba Tells How Oregon  
Could Increase W ealth,

Oregon A gricultural College, Cor
vallis—Dr. Jam es W ithycombe, d irec
to r of the agricu ltu ra l experim ent 
station  a t Oregon A gricultural college 
and five sub-stations a t Moro, Her- 
m iston, Union, Burns and T alent, in 
his address before the ranchers who 
attended the F arm ers’ Roundup at 
Moro, emphasized the value of demon
stra tion  farm  work as a means of in
troducing scientific methods of farm 
ing.

Dr. W ithycombe sta ted  th a t in his 
opinion, the m aintenance of demon
stra tion  farm s in each county in the 
s ta te  under com petent supervision, 
would result, w ithin the nex t five 
years, in increasing the agricu ltu ra l 
products of the s ta te  $10,000,000 an
nually. This could be accomplished, 
he said, w ithout adding a square rod 
of ground to the present farm  acreage.

Dr. W ithycombe said in p a r t:
“ Denmark has made phenomenal 

agricultural progress under th is sys 
tern o f instruction. W ith an area 
equalling one-sixth th a t o f our own 
sta te , Denmark supports 2,690,000 
people and annually exports more than 
$100,000,000 worth o f bu tte r, eggs 
and bacon. This resu lt is accomplished 
under adverse ag ricu ltu ra l conditions, 
much of the country being so bleak as 
to necessitate  the b lanketing  of the 
cows to keep them com fortable while 
a t pasture  during  the sum m er sea
son.”

RAISE “ B U S T E R  B R O W N " A P P L E S

A ir Has New Dangers.
P aris—An arm y aeroplane accident 

showing the g rea t danger of machines 
passing too near to each o ther while 
flying occurred a t Villacoublay, near 
Paris.

L ieutenants Briez and Burlez, of 
the French army, s ta rted  on a flight 
from the aerodrome in separate  mono
planes. L ieutenant Briez had a t
tained an a ltitude of 600 feet, when 
Burlez passing him a t g rea te r speed, 
100 feet higher in the a ir, forced a 
pocket of a ir downward and caused 
the machine driven by Briez to crash 
to the ground.

“ And Husband” In Favor.
San Francisco—The practice adopt

ed by Mrs. H. T. Howe, o f M arshall
town, la ., and several o ther delegates 

the recent biennial convention, of 
perm itting  th e ir spouses to be iden ti
fied on hotel reg is te rs by the addition 

“ and husband”  to th e ir  names 
seems likely to become popular among 
the new women of C alifornia. Mrs. 
H arrie t Perkins brought her husband 
and w rote on the re g is te r: "M rs. H. 
Perkins and husband, Planada. ”  Ac
cording to accounts, Perkins is a p re t
ty good husband.

“ Home Folks” Back T . R.
Mineola, N. Y. — A t a m eeting of 

the representatives here Saturday the 
movement in Nassau county. Colonel 
Roosevelt’s home county, for a th ird  
party  was launched. The m eeting 
adopted a resolution c iting  its  belief 
th a t Colonei Roosevelt “ was w rong
fully deprived of the nom ination for 
P residen t,”  a t Chicago; th a t P resi
dent T aft and Woodrow Wilson “ do 
not represent the progressive princi
ples of the voters o f th is country ,”  
and pledging support to Colonel 
Roosevelt for president.

Plague Found in Havana.
Havana The existence of bubonic 

plague in Havana ;has been definitely 
determined. A special board of phy
sicians has pronounced as true  bubonic 
the case of Mondez Guerroa, a Span
iard. who was employed on a sewer 
laying contract. He was taken ill 
Ju ly  3 a t [his lodgings, close to the 
palace. Guerroa is said to be dying 
and three others are reported dead in 
the same hospital, th e ir cases having 
shown symptoms of plague.

C ar of Akron i t  Raised.
A tlantic City, N. J . —The “ car”  of 

the d irigible balloon Akron was raised 
from Absecon in let, where it fell a 
mass of tw isted steel on Tuesday, 
when the balloon blew up while 1000 
feet in the air. Not a body was found 
aboard. The only th ing  discovered 
was a cap belived to have belonged to 
W alter Gest, the am ateur mechani
cian.

Hydroplane Stays Aloft,
Rochester. N. Y. — W illiam  Cline, 

flying a t Cayuga Lake park, e stab 
lished what is said to be a world’s 
hydro-aeroplane record for sustained 
flight, covering 101 miles a t a height 
of 1000 feet in 1 :68 |.

“ Yellow Kids” and “ Mary Ja n e ” Also 
Will Figure Prominently.

Hood R iver—Charles A. B artcher, 
of Chicago, who is in terested  w ith R. 
F. O utcault, the noted a r tis t  and car
toonist who orig inated  “ B uster 
Brown”  and “ Mary Ja n e ,”  the child
ren of a comic Sunday supplement, 
has been here th is week on business 
and looking over the valley’s orchard 
land. The land in which the cartoon
ist is in terested  is owned by several 
New York men. I t  comprises 1600 
acres near Okanogan. A g re a t many 
trees already have been se t out. The 
rem ainder of the orchard is being 
cleared by a crew of negroes brought 
out from Kentucky.

“ We are planting  only Delicious, 
Jonathans and Yellow N ew tow ns,” 
says Mr. B artcher. “ A unique scheme 
has been devised by Mr. O utcault to 
make the boxes a ttrac tiv e  and create  
a demand for the fru it. We will call 
the Delicious apples the ‘Mary 
Ja n e s ,’ the Jonathans, the ‘B uster 
Browns, ’ and the Yellow Newtowns, 
the ‘Yellow K ids.’ Every apple will 
bear a w rapper and every box a label 
handsomely illu stra ted  by an engrav
ing from one of Mr. O u tcau lt’s draw 
ing s.”

S H O W S  BIG  FA R M .

M oro  Experiment Station Host to 
Visiting Boosters.

Moro— Moro sta te  and Federal ex 
périm ent farm  was host to v isitors 
from all parts of Sherm an county 
from Portland, and from neighboring 
counties. The O.-W. R. & N. reduced 
fares for fa rm ers’ day, and this 
helped swell the attendance.

The day’s program opened w ith the 
a rrival of a passenger tra in  from the 
southern pa rt of the county. Visitors 
were conducted over the experim ent 
farm  by Superintendent Stephens and 
his corps of assistants. V isitors were 
divided into groups, each in charge of 
an assistan t. In the afternoon a m eet
ing was held in the opera house.

The experim ent farm  now has 500 
varie ties o f growing crops, and the 
same am ount of land under p repara
tion for experim ents nex t year. I t  
has 34 varieties of w heat, the seed 
being imported from foreign coun
tries, including Germ any, France, 
A ustria  and A lgeria. Eleven varie
ties of a lfa lfa , growing w ithout ir r i
gation, were shown. The experi
m ent farm  today has 97 varie ties of 
dom estic wheat, besides the foreign 
va rie tie s; 16 of oats, 47 of barley, 10 
of corn, 14 of field peas, 12 of grain 
sorghum, 4 of emmer, 15 of alfalfa , 
6 of grass, 2 each of kale and rape, 
and 22 varie ties of potatoes. There 
are  160 plots devoted to tillage and 
crop rotation , dem onstrating  the bene
fits of good, bad and indifferent farm 
ing.

John Day Valley Rich.
“ For good schools, fine farm s, good 

orchards and rich resources G rant 
county compares favorably w ith any 
d is tr ic t in the s ta te ,”  said N. (I. 
Maris, who has ju s t  made a trip  into 
the John Day valley in the in te res t of 
the school ch ild ren’s industrial move
ment.

“ The John Day valley, where most 
of my travel and work was confined 
during the  last week, is one of the 
richest agricu ltu ra l sections of the 
whole s ta te . T heir average annual 
p recip itation  in th a t county is some
th ing  over 20 inches, insuring, with 
proper farm ing, good g rain  crops, but 
the John Day valley is largely devoted 
to the production of hay for the w in
tering  o f large  bands of stock that 
traverse  the splendid ranges during 
the g razing  season, and for th is pur
pose a lfa lfa  is king. The John Day 
furnishes an abundant supply of w ater 
for irrig a tio n  purposes, producing 
three good crops of six to e ight tons 
an acre in the aggregate .

This is one of the best natural hay 
and g rass countries I have ever seen.
I saw beau tifu l meadows of red and 
w hite clover, which I was told had 
never been seeded, bu t was simply 

voluntary grow th, mown regularly 
for y e a rs .”

Chick 14 W eeks Old Lays.
Oregon C ity—Oregon W ashburn, a 

poultry fancier of W est Oregon City, 
is the owner of probably the youngest 
laying hen in the sta te .

The hen was hatched March 8 and 
laid its first egg Ju n e  24 and has been 
laying daily since. Its  m other has 
hatched two broods since March 8. 
The chicken wonder is a w hite feath
ered-leg bam tam , and under size even 
for th a t species. Mr. W ashburn is 
confident the hen has established a 
new record for early  laying.

Companies Evade Paying Fees.
Salem —W ith the fiscal year of the 

corporation departm ent ending Ju ly  1, 
there  a re  scores o f corporations, 
throughout the s ta te  th a t are dissolv
ing to avoid the expense of paying an
nual license fees. Probably over 150 
corporations have been dissolved dur
ing the past few m onths and dissolu
tions are now being recorded a t the 
ra te  of six to ten a day. Numerous 
decreases in the amount of capital 
stork are also recorded, which cuts 
down the cost o f the license fee ac
cordingly.

R O G U E  R IVER  S E E S  R E C O R D .

Fruit and Grain Crops Are Unusual 
and Danger is Past.

Gold Hill — So assured are f ru it
grow ers of a record crop in the Rogue 
R iver Valley this year th a t the cry of 
the grow ers for more th inners is fre 
quent. O ld-tim ers declare the trees 
never have been more heavily laden, 
and now th a t the danger o f frost is 
practically  past, it seems alm ost cer
ta in  th a t a bumper crop will be har
vested.

The grow th, both of old and young 
trees, has been phenomenal, every ec 
cen tric ity  of ¡an unusual season ap
parently  being beneficial. This 
tru e  not only of fru it trees, bu t of all 
grow ing things. An unusually heavy 
first crop of a lfa lfa  is harvested, with 
the second crop coming rapidly. Hay, 
oats and barley will yield b e tte r  than 
in years, bu t so rank has been the 
growth th a t scarcely a field is seen 
which is not lodged to some ex ten t.

C O O S  BAY W O R K  P L A N N E D .

P orter B rothers Make Arrangements  
Prelim inary to Construction,

Marshfield—R. B. P orter and G rant 
Sm ith, o f the  firm of P orter Brothers, 
railroad contractors, arrived  in the 
city to make arrangem ents in th is lo
cality  prelim inary to the s ta rtin g  of 
construction on the Eugene-Coos Bay 
line of the Southern Pacific. Porter 
Brothers hold the contract for build
ing 80 miles o f the line extending 
from the end of the  23 m iles now be
ing bu ilt by Twohy B rothers out of 
Eugene, to a point th is side o f Gardi
ner.

Work on the b ig  tunnel on th is side 
of Gardiner will be carried on during 
the w inter. The Siuslaw country may 
be the headquarters for the  firm dur 
ing the railroad construction.

SYNOPSIS.

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  g r e a t  a u t o m o b i l e  
(tu* m e c h a n i c i a n  o f  t h e  M e *  u r y .  

S t a n t o n ' s  m a c h i n e ,  d r o p s  d e a d .  S t r a n i t e  
nt i i .  J e s s e  h l u y d .  v o l u n t e e r s ,  and is ac

cepted.

At

as

Pow er at C ascade Locks.
Hood R iver—“ Our company will de

velop 1600 horsepower by the comple
tion of the big new flume th a t has 
been begun from the rapids o f H er
mann creek ,”  says G. A. Young, pres
ident of the Columbia R iver Power & 
Light company, who was here on busi
ness. “ We have been serving the 
citizens of Cascade Locks, near which 
our p lant is located, w ith electric 
lights since last T hanksgiving by 
means of a tem porary system  we con 
structed.

“ It is probable th a t w ith in  a short 
tim e some business en terp rise  will 
come to Cascade Locks and m ake use 
of the surplus power we are develop
ing. Several companies a re  now con
sidering our o ffers.”

S torage Company Host.
Brownsville—An en te rta inm en t was 

given recently by the Brownsville 
W arehouse company, under the  m an
agem ent of Charles S tirling , to the 
farm ers and business men of the sur
rounding country and th e ir  fam ilies, 
as a mark of appreciation of the grow
ing patronage the company is enjoy
ing. The social was held in one of 
the company’s large  warehouses, con
verted into a d ining room for the oc
casion. The program  consisted of vo
cal and instrum ental m usic, readings 
and addresses.

Rogus River Salmon Run.
Gold H ill—The Rogue R iver run of 

Chinook salmon is a t its  height. 
F igh ting  upward from the ocean to 
reach the spawning beds, thousands of 
fish are reported blocked below the 
Am ent dam. The fly rod now tem po
rarily  gives place to the cane pole and 
the big spinner baits, which lure 30 
pounds or more of fighting fish to ba t
tle  and occasional capture.

According to local au tho rities, the 
salmon answer the prim al urge to pro
create only a t the m ature  age of 3 
years.June Rainfall is Light.

A storia—The records in the office 
of l-ocal W eather O bserver Gilmore 
show th a t the ra infall in A storia  dur
ing the month of June was 4.14 inch
es, or 1.04 inches less than the  aver
age for the corresponding m onth of Tertime d. M The logging railroad 
previous years. There w ere 11 <*y» w i| |  be extended soon into new terri-

Lumbar Plant is Busy.
Falls C ity—The Falls C ity  Lumber 

company is operating  its planing mill 
and sawmill full tim e and two hours

on which rain fell, 16 days were clear 
and 16 were cloudy. The maximum 
tem perature was 90 degrees and the 
lowest was 43 degrees.

tory  preparatory  to a y e a r’s steady 
logging. By the end of th a t tim e the 
outcome of the  Siletx railroad project 
will be determ ined.

Milk Condenser to Resume.
Newberg— A rrangem ents have been

perfected to resume operations at the | Oregon E lectric  in condemnation 
milk condenser here, which was de
stroyed by fire several months ago

R oseburg E lectric Line Hinted, 
Salem— In a com plaint filed by the

pro
ceedings against E. M. Croisan and 
w ife, plaintiff sta tes th a t i t  intends to

This is deemed a m atte r o f much im- construct its  line from Salem to Rose- 
portance to Newberg. as the Chehalem burg, which indicates th a t the Eugene 
valley is a famous dairy section and extension will be by no means the 
the  condenser established a good trade. 1 final southern invasion of th a t road.

C H A PTER  I. (Continued.)
Coin’ to throw away the race an ’ 

wreck your machine, for foolishness?” 
he inquired. "T hat's Just like you, 
Ralph Stanton. You'll risk a blow-out 
un’ a smash to save five m inutes in 
twenty-four hour race. You can drive, 
but you won't use common sense.” 

Something snapped under S tanton’s 
mask. Raging with silent fury, 
slowed down his car and swung into 
the paddock gate as they came oppo
site it. thundering through to his own 
camp.

“Fix that tire ,” he commanded, 
the swarm of m echanics surrounded 
them, and descended from his seat to 
confront the assistant manager. "Have 
you got me another mechanician, 
yet? This one won’t do."

Why, no,” Mr. Green deprecated. 
"The driver who alternates with you 
wants to keep his m echanician; 
sides, the man isn 't exactly ready to 
go with you, and he couldn’t do both 
shifts, anyhow. I've telephoned 

the company to find a man and rush 
him here. W hat,” he looked toward 
the group around the car, where 
Floyd's bronze head shone In the elec
tric light as he directed proceedings, 
"w hat’s the m atter with this one? 
Scared?”

"No,” conceded Stanton, grudgingly 
Just. “Insolent and Interfering.”

"Well, if that is all—”
Slnnton turned his back upon the 

speaker, recklessly and blindly angry, 
past all reasoning.

When, the brief operation com 
pleted, Floyd sprang up beside his 
driver for the start. Stanton surveyed 
him through his goggles.

“If you are nervous about my driv
ing and my sense, you had better get 
off now," was the grim warning. "For 
I drive as I see fit, and I’m going to 
make up these laps.”

"W hy are you wasting time here, 
then?” countered the mechanician, 
practically.

The Mercury hurtled viciously down 
the line of training camps and burst 
out on the track like a  blazing meteor. 
Stanton shifted into high gear on the 
curve, and began to drive—as he saw 
fit.

The close-packed witnesses stood 
during most of the next hour, a lte r
nately applauding and shouting dis
may, climbing on seats and benches to 
see. The o ther racers gave the Mer
cury room on the turns, a fte r the 
Alan car tried to steal an Inside 
sweep, and skidding, missed destruc
tion through and with Stanton by the 
narrow m argin of a foot.

T here was neither opportunity nor 
wish for speech between the two who 
rode the verge of death on the Mer
cury. Floyd attended steadily to his 
duties; pumping oil, brushing the yel
low trackdust from the pilot’s goggles 
to clear bis vision for each turn, 
watching the tires and the o ther ma
chines. But he made no protest a t the 
deadly methods of his companion.

Near, the end of the second hour, 
the scream  of the klaxon sounded its 
significant warning of trouble.

I t ’s us—lamps out,” called the me
chanician, after a  comprehensive re
view of their machine.

Stanton shook his head impatiently, 
and kept on; deliberately passing the 
paddock gate instead of turning in. 
As they shot by the grand stand for 
the second time, the klaxon sounded 
again, long and Imperiously.

"Goin’ to fight the Judges?" lisped 
Floyd, with careful politeness.

The driver did not speak or glance 
from the  funnel-effect of light and 
dark into which they were boring, but 
the catch of his breath was not gen
tle. However, he swung into the  pad- 
dock, on the next circuit, and halted 

brief Instant to have the lamp re
lighted. Fam iliar with his usual 
wants, a man ran bringing a pitcher 
of w ater to Stanton; who swallowed 
little, then pushed the vessel so rough
ly toward his mechanician that some 
of the liquid splashed over the recipi
ent and trickled down upon them both. 

“Here," he offered curtly.
"Thanks," Floyd accepted, and 

drank as they bounded forward, toss
ing the tin pitcher back over his 
shoulder, where a reporter gathered 
it up and sat upon a keg of oil to write 

pretty  account of the volunteer me
chanician who had made the Mer
cury’s entry  possible and of the conse
quent regard of Stanton for him 

The next hour passed a trifle more 
quietly. Perhaps even Stanton was 
sufficiently tired by the strain  to drive 
with some conservatism ; perhaps he 
acknowledged mentally th a t no car 
built would stand such viciously gru
eling work for twenty-four consecutive 
hours. But he kept the lead gained, 
for all that, and a pace like the long 
swoop of a swallow.

"C ar coming out of the  paddock. 
Hundred and eightieth lap. Car 
stopped around the bend," Floyd re
ported, a t intervals. Otherwise there 
was mute attention to business on the 
part of both men.

“Signal.” Stanton abruptly ordered, 
a t last, as they rushed across the 
stre tch  of track between the grand
stand and the training-camps.

Floyd obediently rose in his place, 
raising his arm s above his head In the 
accepted signal to their men to stand 
ready for the car’s entrance. On the 
next circuit Stanton turned Into the 
paddock and came to a stop before 
the M ercury's tent.

"Get out," he directed, and himself 
left his seat.

The two men who alternated were 
waiting to relieve the two who de
scended from the machine. The work-
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mcn swarmed around to fill tanks and 
give swift inspection, and the fretting 
car sped back to (he track.

Left opposite each o ther in the flick
ering glare of the swinging electric 
lumps, driver and m echanician stood 
for a moment, weary, car-stiff, and 
still tense. Stanton unclasped his 
mask with a Jerk, took a step toward 
the tent, then turned toward his as
sistant.

"The three  hours are up," he ob
served roughly. "I suppose you leave 
me."

"Why do you suppose that?  Are 
you through with m e?” Floyd asked, 
with studied quietness.

”1 made the  offer to any man who 
would go for the first three  hours. 
The time is up; you’re free to get 
your money from Mr. Green, and 
leave.”

Floyd took off his own m ask and 
bared his white, steadfast face and 
tired eyes to the o ther’s gaze.

”1 entered for the race, or for as 
much of It as you w ant me,” he cor
rected. “Until you quit, or find a sub
stitu te  you like better, I'm with you.” 

They looked a t each other.
“Go rest, then. There is coffee in

side,” bade Stanton, and swung on his 
heel.

At the entrance to his ten t he was 
met by the exultant assistan t mans- 
ger.

'T’ve got you a mechanician, Stan
to n !” he exclaimed Jubilantly. “I tel
ephoned our fix to headquarters, and 
Jack Rupert Is coming down-—the 
chief tes te r at the factory, you know, 
who used to race with the chief him
self. He 'phoned that he wouldn’t see 
the Mercury thrown out but to tell 
you he was going to cancel his life 
insurance policy first so he would not 
be accused of suicide for the 1 neflt 
of his heirs. Funny chap! H ell be 
here before you go on the track 
again.”

"W hat for?” demanded Stanton. “If 
I kill my mechanician, I kill my car 
and myself—I don’t need two men, 
and I’ve got one.”

“But I thought you said—’’ began 
the amazed Mr. Green.

I was wrong. 'Phone Rupert that

follow. He was going to the reatatl 
rant In the Interior of the stand.

But as he passed a big white loup 
Ing car a t the end of the row, a wom
an leaned from the shadow of the top.

”1 beg your pardon," she sum
moned, her tone composed and ra ther 
imperious.

The apology veiled a command. 
Stanton halted.

"M adam?” be responded, astonished 
and scarcely pleased.

She deliberately stepped down be
side him, accompanied by the crisp 
sound of shaken silk and a drift of 
faint, rich fragrance. She wore a 
dark motor-veil, and In the mingling 
of dense shadows and glaring lights It 
was not possible to distinguish more 
than her general effect of youth and 
well poised grace.

”1 fancied by your costume that you 
were one of the racers," she explained. 
“And as I only arrived an hour ago, 
I wished to beg some information.”

“I am one of the men driving,” he 
corroborated.

She turned to glance a t the car* 
rushing by, struggling for the leud

“Thank you. Can you tell me 
whether Ralph Stanton is now driving 
the Mercury?”

"No," he answered, Interested fol 
the first time. "But he will take the 
wheel again in half an hour.”

"Ah? I have heard so much of his 
spectacular feats, I," she gave a care
less, rippling laugh, "I confess I 
should like to see some of them."

"Yes? Well, half the people her* 
come to see whether some of the men 
won’t take a chance once too often. 
They say there Is a pleasant thrill in 
watching some one else get killed.”

“Hardly that," she demurred. "Still, 
If one comes to an automobile race; 
one wants to see something more ex
citing than a drive in the park; sum» 
thing more exciting than—that.” Sh4 
waved a fragile hand toward the 
track, shrugging her shoulders with 
an airy amusement and scorn.

Stanton surveyed the scene, th* 
darkness hiding his expression.

"The Mercury is m arking time with 
a substitu te driver, the Duplex Is oil 
with a choked feed-pipe, and the Stern 
went through the fence," he summed 
up. "The others are driving to win 
by endurance, playing for accidents t t  
the faster cars. It is a dull period, 
Just now. Yet every car there Is go 
Ing fast enough to face destruction II 
anything goes wrong.”

She turned to him again, and h< 
knew her gaze swept him interroga
tively, searchingly. But bis clos» 
fitting linen costume offered no meant 
of identification, since he purposely 
kept from the light the silver letter! 
running across his Jersey.

(TO B E  C O N T I N U E D . )

Banana Disease Threatens Market. 
Because of the fact that the muck 

dreaded “I’anam a banaua disease,' 
which h a j devastated the banana plait

I Am One of the Men Driving,'

Now, I'd like to get
He Corroborated.

I'll keep Floyd, 
some rest.”

The assistant m anager stepped 
aside from the entrance, confounded.

C H A P T E R  II.

The Risk and the Lady.
Two hours later, Stanton emerged 

from his camp and strolled toward 
tfie paddock exit. It was a fte r two 
o'clock in the m orning; the dark arch 
of star-set sky overhead, the black 
em ptiness of the central field except 
for the line of tents, contrasted oddly 
with the glistening white track where 
the meteor-bright cars circled tireless
ly to the accompanying monotone of 
many voices, varied by the occasional 
wall of the official klaxon. One ma 
chine was out of the race, after going 
through the fence; a heap of disor
dered metal which men were striving 
frantically to restore to activity, while 
in the illuminated hospital ten t its 
driver and mechanism were undergo
ing a kindred process of rehabilita
tion. Other cars went In and out 
from their ram ps, for oil, for gaso
lene, for tires and minor repairs—for 
all the countless wants of a racing 
machine. Stanton looked for the Mer
cury, then, satisfied, crossed the track 
and entered the space before the 
grand-stand.

Along the edge of the cement prom
enade were parked a row of automo
biles whose owners preferred to w it
ness the race from their own cars 
ra th e r than from the tiers of seats be
hind. Fast them Stanton turned, 
avoiding the Are of attention and curi
osity he would draw by crossing the 
lighted space where recognition must

tations of Central America and th t 
island of Trinidad, has made its ap
pearance in Jam aica, the chief source 
of supply for American markets, a 
shortage and even a dearth in the 
m arket supply of bananas, the most 
common of tropical fruits, is threat
ened.

Strenuous m easures are being tak
en to prevent its spread. The plants 
in the 26 Infected d istricts have been 
cut down, treated  with lime, and after 
exposure to the atm osphere a while 
have been covered with earth. Another 
mode of precaution is that the feet of 
all persons and animals that may pass 
through the plantation are to be dis
infected, so that bacteria may not be 
carried to adjoining properties. No ex
pense will be spared in fighting the 
disease.

Personal Affront.
Striking members of the Amalga

mated Skirt Stitchers were holding s 
conference.

"W here is that tall, thin girl who 
Joined the union last week?” Inquired 
the walking delegates.

The secretary arose to reply:
"She handed la her resignation this 

morning.”
"W hat was her reason?"
"She took offense when she was 

called on to act as a picket.”—Judge,

No Danger.
"I can’t  understand why you wish 

to go to the legislature. Don’t yon 
think your business will suffer If you 
are  elected?"

Oh, no. You see, I manufacture 
things which are needed in furnish
ing publlo offices.”
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