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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE

H FLOUR PRICE SOARS.

Great Scarcity of Available Wheat
Forces 20-Cent Rise.
Portland —The price of patent flour
was advanced 40 cents a barrel in the
Portland and Puget Sound markets, A
week ago there was an advance of 20
cents a barrcl.,  These are the first
changes that have occurred in the
markel since the beginning of the sea-
son last September,
The millers were forced to make
these advances by the high priee of
1whest. Grain values have been elimb-
ing rupidly of late, because supplies
in farmers’ hands are nearly exhaust-
ed.  Some of the grain dealers figure
that there is not enough wheat left in
the Pacific Northwest to supply all
wants until the new crop is available.
Farmers evidently take this view,
for those who have any wheat left on
hund demand extreme prices for it,
There were bids of §1 a bushel at
interior points for bluestem wheat.
In the local market bluestem is selling
for $1.07, and as high as $1.10 a
bushel has been paid for this milling
grade for Iater delivery. FEven the
| cheaper grades of wheat, such as are
| used for chicken feed, are now selling
in carload lots at $1 a bushel.

SPRINGS ARE IN DISPUTE.
9 :
Authority of State Engineer Ques-
tioned by Forester

Salem — Questioning] the authority
uf State Engineer Lewis to issue a
permit to F. W. Ross for the appro-
priation of the waters of the Breiten-
bush springs, because they are not
ordinary waters, but contain medicinal
properties, George H, Cecil, forester
for the district embracing the national
forest reserve, has written him on the
subject.

He declares that Ross has applied to
the Federal government for the use of
the lands where the springs are locat-
ed, as he contemplates laying some
pipe lines and building some bath
houses. Under the statutes of the
United States, he says, it is hisa opin-
ion that the only waters over which
the state exercises jurisdiction are
those used for power, domestic and
irrigation purpses,

Replying to the letter, State En-
gineer Lewis says there is no doubt in
his mind but that the state has juris-
diction over all waters save navigable
streams. He states, however, that
while the state has jarisdiction of the
waters in question, the Federal gov-
ernment has jurisdiction and control
of the land, and that unless it allows
a permit for its uee, that the water
cannot be utilized.

FLAX EXPERT VISITS CITY,.

English Manufacturer Investigatirg

Oregon Possibilities,

Portland-—George E. Campbell, of
London, England, en route from San
Francisco to Toronto, stopped in Port-
land and visited the Commercial elub
to obtain statisties and data upon the
soil and conditions of this state, with
u view to ascertaining the possibili-
ties of flax culture on a large scale
here.

Mr. Campbell is ome of the largest
flax manufacturers in England, and is
president of the Canadian Flax Mills
at Toronto, Canada.

““Provided the reports are true of
the adaptability of the soil of Oregon
to flax culture—and all investigations
I have made indicate that they are''-
said Mr. Campbell, in a conference
with the Flax committee, of which
Dr. E. A. Pierce is chairman, *‘the
very best class of fiber could be raised
here.""

Mr. Campbell advocated the rota-
tion of flax with other eraps, saying
that in rotation it benefits the land,
while in continued sowing the soil
becomes exhausted.

Rich Gold Strike is Made.

Lakeview—Telegraphic reports re-
eeived at Lakeview recently indicate
that the richest gold strike ever made
in the high-grade district was made
there this week, being the first coarse
gold ever discovered there. The strike
was made on the Lucky Boy, immedi-
ately west of the Old Glory and Sun-
shine claims, Great excitement pre-
vaila in the Pine Creek and High-
Grade districts. Hundreds of miners
left Denver on a special train and
the greatest mining rush in the vicin-
ity for years is expected.

Farmer Buys Mills at Echo,

Feho—Joseph Cunha, & prominent
farmer of this vicinity, has purchased
the Henrietta flouring mills, of Eecho,
from the Swift Packing company, for
$18,M0. The Henrietta mills were
built by J. H. Koontz, who sold them
to G. W. Hunt, at one time a promi-
nent railroad man of Oregon and
Washington. Mr. Cunha expects to
erect warehouses and have the mills
'given an overhauling. John G.
Thomas, who has lived here for sev-
'er:ll years, will have charge of the
mills.

Rains Benefit Echo Grain,

Echo—Abundant rains of the last
week confirms  the promise of unusu-
ally good crops in thia vicinity.
Never have prospects been better for
alfalfa in the irrigated sections or for
grain on the dry hill farms than at the
present time. An abundant erop of
fruit i= also promised. Orchards have
been in bloom for some time.

Oregon Potatoss Go Eastward.

Enterprise—So far this spring there
have been shipped from the Wallowa
! valley 16 carloads of potatoes; from
| Enterprise eight ears and from Joseph
five cara. They were shippcd by A.
8. Weatherspoon direct to points in
Kansas and Nebraska.

Newberg Bridge Authorized.

Washington, D. C.—The senate has
passed Hawley's bill authorizing the
construction of a bridge across the
| Willamette river at or near Newberg.




