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A SPECIAL MESSAGE
President Sends Communication 

to Congress on Jap Question.
The fo llow in g  communication has 

been transmitted to both houses o f Con­
gress by the President:

“ I Inclose herewith fo r your Informa­
tion the final report made to me per­
sonally by Secretary M etca lf on the sit­
uation a ffecting  the Japanese in San 
Francisco. The report deals with three 
matters o f controversy— first, the ex­
clusion o f the Japanese children from 
the San Francisco schools; second, the 
boycotting o f Japanese restaurants, and, 
third, acts o f violence committed 
against the Japanese.

“ As to the firs t matter, I  call your 
especial attention to »he very small 
number o f Japanese children who at­
tend school, to the testimony as to 
the brightness, cleanliness and good be­
havior o f these Japanese children in the 
schools, and to the fact that, owing to 
their being scattered throughout the 
city, the requirement fo r them all to 
go to one special school is impossible 
o f fu lfillm en t and means that they can 
not have school facilities, Let me point 
out further “thut there would be no ob 
Jection whatever to excluding from the 
schools any Japanese on the score ol 
age. It  is obviously not desirable that 
young men should go to school with 
children. The only point is the exclu- 
sion o f the children themselves. The 
number o f Japanese children attending 
the public schools in Ban Francisco was 
very small. The government has a l­
ready directed that suit be brought to 
test the constitutionality o f the act 
question; hut my very earnest hope 
that such suit w ill not be necessary, 
and that as a matter o f com ity the clti 
sens o f San Francisco w ill refuse to de  ̂
prive these young Japanese children ol 
education and w ill permit them to go to 
the schools. . , ,

“ The question as to the violence 
against the Japanese Is most admirably 
put by Secretary Metcalf, and I have 
nothing to add to his statement. I am 
entirely confident that, as Secretary 
M etcalf says, the overwhelm ing sentl 
ment o f the state o f California is for 
law and order and for the protection ol 
the Japanese In their persons and prop­
erty. Both the ch ief o f police and the 
acting mayor o f San Francisco assured 
Secretary M etcalf that everyth ing p< 
slble would be done to protect the Jap 
anese in the cltv. I authorized and dl 
rected Secretary M etcalf to state that 
i f  there was failure to protect persons 
and property, then the entire power of 
the Federal governmerft w ithin the lim ­
its o f the constitution would be used 
promptly and vigorously to enforce the 
observance o f our treaty, the suprem 
law o f the land which treaty guaran 
teed to Japanese residents everywhere in 
the Union full and perfect protection 
fo r their persons and property; and to 
this eml everyth ing in my powar would 
be done, and all the forces o f the United 
States, both c iv il and m ilitary, which 
I could law fu lly  employ would be em 
ployed. I call especial attention to the 
concluding sentence o f Secretary „Met 
ca lf ’s report o f November -’ 6, l'JOh.

Secretary M etca lfs  report is ad^ 
dressed to the President under date of 
November 26 last, and In part is as fol

* ° “Tn my previous report I  said noth 
Ing as to the causes leading up to 
action o f the school board In Pa*8‘ £§ 
the resolution o f October 11, and the 
e ffec t o f such action upon Japanese 
children, residents o f the city  o f San 
Francisco, desiring to attend the public 
schools o f that city. A report on this 
matter w ill now be made.

“ It  seems that for several years the 
board o f education o f San Francisco had 
been considering the advisability o f

lude from the use o f its public schools 
til alien children o f every nationality 
ind lim it the rights o f free education to 
hildren o f its own citizens, fo r  whom 
lie system is prim arily designed and 
Maintained, and i f  the state should do 
his the Federal government could not 
omplaln, since no treaty rignt could be 
iolated when the children o f  Japanese 

were treated precisely as the children 
o f all foreign nations.

"The feeling in the state Is further 
intensified, especially in labor circles, 
by the report on the conditions In the 
Hawaiian islands as contained in Bui 
letln 66 o f the Bureau o f Labor, De 
partment o f Commerce and Labor. The 
claim is made that white labor has been 
ilmost entirely driven from the Ha­
waiian islands, and that the Japanese 
ire gradualy forcing even the small 
white traders out o f business.

“ Many o f the forem ost educators in 
he state, on the other hand, are strong 
y opposed to the action o f the San
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pposi
ciscorancisco board o f education. Japan 

ese are admitted to the U n ivers ity  o f
California, an institution maintained

tabllshlng separate schools fo r Chinese, 
Japanese and Corean children, and on 
May 6, 1905, passed the fo llow ing reso

1U"°Resolved, That the board o f educa 
tlon is determined in its e ffo rts  to e f ­
fect the establishment o f separate
B rm ryrrrn r»»r * ~ r itn v ~ ~
not only for the purpose o f  relieving the 
congestion at present prevailing in our 
schools, but also for the higher end 
that our children should not bo p aced 
in any position where their youthful im­
pressions mav be a ffected by association 
w ith pupils o f the Mongolian race

“ And on October 11 the board passed 
the fo llow ing resolution:

“ ‘Resolved, That in accordance with 
article X, section 1662. o f the school 
law o f California, principals are hereby 
directed to send all Chinese, Japanese 
or Corean children to the Oriental pub 
He school, situated on the south side 
o f Clay street, between Powell and Ma 
son streets, on and a fter Monday, Oc 
tober 15, 1906*

“ The action o f the board in the pass­
age o f the resolutions o f May 6, 1905, 
and October 11, 1906, was undoubtedly 
large ly influenced by the activ ity  o f 
the Japanese and Corean Exclusion 
league, an organization formed fo r the 
purpose o f securing enactment by the 
congress o f the United States o f a law 
extending the provisions o f the exist 
ing Chinese exclusion act so as to ex 
elude Japanese and Coreans.

“ The dumber o f schools In San Fran­
cisco prior to April 18 was 76. O f this 
number 28 prim ary or grammar school 
and two high schools were destroyed by 
fire, and one high school was destroyed 
by earthquake, leaving 45 schools. Since 
April 18, 27 temporary structures have 
been erected, making the total number 
o f school buildings at the present time 
72.

“The Oriental school, the school f * t
apart for the Chinese, Japanese and Co 
rean children. Is in the burned s< 
There is only one Japanese student at
tending this school at the present time, 
and there are no Japanese children at 
tending any o f the other public schools 
I  visited the Oriental school in com­
pany with the Japanese consul and 
found It to compare favorably with 
many o f the new temporary structures 
erected in the city. The course o f In­
struction is exactly the same as at the 
other public schools, and competent 
teachers are assigned for duty in this 
school. Nearly all o f the puplis a t­
tending tills school have to be taught 
the English language.

“ I found the sentiment in the state 
very strong against Japanese young 
men attending the primary grades. Many 
o f tlie people wer** outspoken In their 
condemnation o f this course, saying 
that they would take exactly the same 
stand against American young men of 
sim ilar ages attending the primary 
grades. I am frank to say that this 
objection seems to me a most reasonable 
one. A ll o f the political parties In the 
state have Inserted In their platforms 
planks In favor o f Japanese and Co­
rean exclusion, and on March 7. 1905. the 
state legislature passed a Joint resolu­
tion urging that action be taken by 
treaty or otherwise to lim it and dimin­
ish the further immigration o f Japan­
ese laborers Into the United States.

“ The press o f San Francisco pretty 
generally upholds the action o f the 
board o f education. O f the attitude of 
the more violent and radical newspapers 
It Is unnecessary to »peak further than 
to say that their tone is the usual tone 
o f hostility to Mongol hordes.* and the 
burden o f their claim Is that Japanese 
are no better than Chinese, and that 
the same reasons which dictated the ex­
clusion o f the Chinese call fo r the ex ­
clusion o f th « Japanese as well.

‘T h e  temper and tons o f the more 
conservative newspapers mav better be 
Illustrated by an epitome o f their ar­
gument upon the public school ques­
tion. That argument practically is as 
fo llows: The public schols o f California 
are a state and not a Federal Institu­
tion. The state has the power to abol­
ish those schools entirely, and the Fed- 
• r»> government would have no right 
to l i ft  It*  vole# In protest. Upon the 
other hand, the atate mav extend the 
privileges o f tta schools to aliens upon 
such terms as if, the atate. may elect, 
and the Federal government has no 
right to question Its action In this re- 
gnrd Prim arily  and essentially th* 
public schools sro designed fo r the edu­
cation o f the eltlxens o f the state. The 
state la interested In the education e f 
Its own dtlxens alone. It  would not 
fo r a moment maintain this expensive 
Institution to educate foreigners and 
aliens who would carry to their coun- 
trtea the fru its o f auch education There- 
for# If ft should he held that there was 
a discrimination, operating In violation 
o f  tha treat/ with Japan In the state s 
treatment o f  Japanes« children, or even 
L L "  *rr * , r  w,,h should be
rramed which would contain on behalf 
o f Japanes« auhtecte the ‘moet-favored- 
nation* clause, this could and would be 
■»et by the etate, which would then •*-

and supported by the state. They are 
also admitted to, and glad ly welcomed 
at, Stanford* University. San Francisco, 
so la r as known, *s the only city  which 
has discriminated against Japanese chil 
dren. I talked with a number o f promi 
nent labor men, and they all said that 
they had no objection to Japanese chil 
Iren attending the primary grades; that 
they wanted Japanese children now in 
the United States to have the same 
school priv ileges as children o f other 
latlons, but that they were unalterably 
jpposed to Japanese young men attend 
ing the primary grades.

“ The objection to Japanese men at 
tending the prim ary grades could very 
readily be met by a simple rule llm lt- 
ng the ages o f a ll children attending 
hose grades. A ll o f the teachers with 

whom I talked while in San Francisco 
spoke in the highest terms o f the Jap 
ineie children, saying that they wen 
imong the very best o f their pupils, 
leanlv in their persons, well behaved, 

studious, and remarkably bright.
“ The board o f education o f San Fran 

•isco declined to rescind its resolution 
>f October 11, cla im ing that, having es 
tablished a separate school fo r  Chinese, 
Japanese and Corean children, the pro- 
/isions o f section 1662 o f the political 
code became mandatory.”

Resume o f Japanese attending public 
schools in San Francisco as mentioned 
In the foregoing communication:
Number o f pupils ........................... .
Number o f schools they attended. 
Number o f pupils at—

6 years old .................................
7 years old .................................
8 years old .................................
9 years old .................................

10 years old .................................|
11 years old .................................
12 years old .................................
13 years old .................................
14 years old .................................
15 year* old .................................
16 years old .................................
17 years old ......................... L* * *
18 years old ......................... r . ..
19 years old .................................
20 years old ..........- ..................... |

Number o f pupils at—
First grade .................................L- -
Second grade .......................................
Third grade ........................................ } -
Fourth grade .......................................
F ifth  grade ..........................................
Sixth grade ..........................................
Seventh grade  ................................ ^

. .  3

. .6 8

. .25

Eighth grade
Number o f pupils born in—

Japan ...................................
United States .....................

Number o f—  00
Glrls .......................................................28
6oys .................................  • •••• ;••  • •65
"A  boycott was maintained in San 

Francisco from October 3 to October 24 
by members o f the Cooks and W aiters 
Union against Japanese restaurants do­
ing business in that city. N early all o f 
the leaders o f labor organizations In 
San Francisco interviewed on this sub- 
lect disclaimed any knowledge o f any 
formal action being taken fo r the boy­
cotting o f these restaurants.

"A s a matter o f  fact, a most e ffec t 
ive boycott was maintained against 
nearly all o f the Japanese restaurants 
located in San Francisco fo r at least 
three weeks. Pickets were stationed in 
front o f these restaurant« and every e f 
fort was made to prevent people from 
patronizing them. A t times stones were 
thrown and windows broken, and in one 

two instances the proprietors o f the 
restaurants were struck bv these stones.

“ I am satisfied, from  inquiries made 
by me and from  statements made to 
ine by the Japanese restaurant keepers, 
that the throwing o f stones and break­
ing o f windows was not done by the men 
picketing the restaurants, but by young 
men and boys who had gathered in front 
o f the restaurants as soon as the boycott 
was instituted.

"Assaults have from  time to time 
been made upon Japanese subjects resi- 
ilrnt t n  (fm * ' t t y  wf Snn Francisco. I
was informed by the ch ief o f police that 
upon receipt o f a communication from 
the Japanese consul he at once instruct­
ed captains o f police to make every e f ­
fort to stop these assaults, and, i f  nec­
essary, to assign men in citizens* clothes 
to accomplish the purpose.

“ These attacks, so I am Informed, 
with but one exception were made when 
no policeman was in the immediate 
neighborhood. Most o f them were made 
by boys and yoifng men; many o f them 
were vicious in character, and only one 
-ippenrs to have been made with a view 
o f robbing the persons attacked. All 
these assaults appear to have been made 
subsequent to the fire  and earthquake 
in San Francisco, and my attention was 
not called to any assaults made prior to 
the 18th «lay o f April. 1906

“ I know that these assaults upon the 
Japanese nre universally condemned by 
ill good citizens o f  California. For 
months the citizens o f San Francisco 
md Oakland have been terrorized by 
numerous murders, assaults and rob 
beries, both at day and night. Th® poA 
lice have been powerless. The assaults 
upon the Japanese, however, were not 
made, In my judgment, with a view  o f 
robbery, but rather from  a fee lin g  o f 
racial hostility, stirred up possibly by 
newspaper accounts o f meetings that 
have been held at d ifferen t times rela­
tive to the exclusion o f Japanese from 
the United States.

"W h ile the sentiment o f the state o f 
California, as manifested by the public 
utterances o f the Japanese and Corean 
Exclusion league, by articles in many 
>f the leading newspapers in th® state, 
by declarations o f the political parties 
In their platforms, and by the passage 
o f a Joint resolution by the state leg is ­
lature on March 7, 1905. Is in favor o f 
the exclusion o f  Japanese coolies, yet 
il.e overwhelm ing sentiment In the state 
is fo r law and order and fo r the pro­
tection o f Japanese in their persons and 
their property.

“ The ch ief o f police o f the city  o f San 
Francisco, as also the acting mavor o f 
the city, assured me that everyth ing 
lossible would be done to protect the 
Japanese subjects in San Francisco, and 
hey urgently requested that all cases 

i f  assault and nil vio lations o f law  a f­
fecting the Japanese he at once reported 
to the ch ief o f police.

“ I Impressed %very strongly upon the 
acting mayor o f the city, ns also upon 
the ch ief o f police, the g rav ity  o f the 
situation, and told them that, as o f f i ­
cers charged with the enforcement of 
the law and the protection o f property 
and person, you looked to them to see 
that all Japanese subjects resident In 
Ban Francisco wer® a fforded the full 

rotection guaranteed to them by our 
treaty with Japan.

" If , therefore, the police power o f  San 
Francisco Is not su fficien t to meet the 
situation and guard and protect Japan­
ese residents in San Francisco, to whom 
under our treaty with Japan we guar­
antee fu ll and perfect protection for 
heir persons and property,’ then, it 

seems to me. It Is clearly  the duty o f 
he Federal government to a fford  such 

protection. A ll considerations which 
may move a nation, every consideration 
o f duty In the preservation o f our treaty 
obligations, every consideration orompt- 
d by 50 years or more o f  close frlend- 
hlp with the empire o f Japan, would 
inlte in demanding. It seems to me, of 
he United States government and all 

its people, the fu llest protection and the 
highest consideration fo r the subjects of 
Japan.”

War in Abyssinia is 
the menelik's death.

ptnhahte after

San Francisco peacemakers advocate 
arbitration of the Japanese row.

General Ignatieff, leader of Russian 
reactionaries, has been assassinated.

Firemen on the Atlantic division of 
the Sou tern Pacific have gone on strike.

The president of the University of 
Virginia says the South is still for state 
rights

The New York railroad com pan le« 
granted an increase in wage« to avert a 
strike.

Roosevelt is ready to flgnt the senate 
to a finish ou the discharge of the negro 
troop*.

Congress Likely to Ndke Work 
CoQtlnoIng Contract.

BURTON WOULD RUSH PROJECT

No Appropriatio i »  Made Unica. Re­
ce mm.ndad by f  ngln.arr— P i ­

lilo Canal Will Get Caah.

Washington, Deo. 24.— The river and 
harbor bill will he reported to the 
house of reptesentatives about January 
14 and will pass that body the same 
week. The committee on rivers and 
harbors has distributed the proposed 
items to sub-committees ami on Decem­
ber ¡’ I the whole committee will get to­
gether and begin the actual framing of 
the hill. It will probably take two 
weeks to perfect the measure.

In formulating the bill the house 
committee will strictly observe its rule 
to make no appropriation for any pro­
ject that has not been recommended by 
the chief of engineers and approved by 
the engineer board of review. These 
officials in turn will recommend no ap­
propriation unless the project has been 
surveyed and endorsed by the local en­
gineers. There will lie absolutely no 
divergence from this practice and all 
states will fare alike. In like manner 
the committee will recommend no ap­
propriations in excess of the amount 
estimated by the engineers, hut in most 
instances will materially cut these esti­
mates.

This being the ’case, the committee 
will under no circumstances recoum- 
mend more than $1,000,000 for the 
mouth of the Columbia river nor more 
than $750,0001 for the Celilo canal.

Indeed, in view of the very heavy de­
mand for appropriations coming from 
all paits of the country, it will be very 
emarkahle if the committee authorizes 

appropriations as laigeas recommended 
by the engineers. There is a probabil­
ity that the improvement of the mouth 
of the Columbia river may lie made a 
continuing contract and, if that is done, 
it is ns good as a cash appropiiation, in 
that it insures continuous construction 
until the south jetty is completed. 
There is little or no liklihood that the 
Celilo canal will lie made a continuing 
contract in the forthcoming bill.

Over 1,20(1 separate appropriations 
have been asked for by the delegations 
from the various states; the bill as 
reported will probably contain 400. 
Naturally with this haary cut, part of 
it must lie expected in Oregon and 
Washington.

NOT READY FOR CITIZENSHIP.

Congrats Will Disappoint Porto Rico.
With Roosav.lt’s Consent.

Chicago, Dec. 22.— A dispatch to the 
Tribune from Washington says:

In spite of the president’s recom­
mendation no citizenship fur the people 
of Porto Rico will be grunted by this 
congress and probably not by the next 
one and probably not before the next 
one either. The leaders both in the 
house and senate have come to the con­
clusion that the time is not yet ripe for 
such action. They have presented the 
matter to the president, and he is now 
aware that his recommendation in this 
regard will not be act<d upon. There 
are said to be grave matters of public 
policy involved which might be seri­
ously complicated if citizenship should 
be granted at this particular time to 
the people of Porto Rico. A general un­
derstanding therefore has been arrived 
at. There is an understanding in con­
gress that the president w ill acquiesce 
in this decision because it has been put 
up to him frequently by some of the 
strongest men at the capitol.

Briefly stated, the objection to citi­
zenship for Porto Rico is based upon 
the existing condition of the population 
of that island. A large per centage of 
the people are of mixed stiain of Bpun- 
ish ami negro hlexid. The proportion 
of illiteracy is naturally large. Much 
progress has beenjmade in the school 
system, but it is still approximately 
true that 75 per cent of the persons of 
school age are not receiving instruction.

NAVY EYES TURBINE ENGINE

Will Not Finally Adopt Until Demon­
strated the Best.

Washington, Dec. 22.—The most im­
portant engineering problem of the 
present day affecting marine propul­
sion, in the opinion of Rear Admiral 
C. W . Rae, chief of the bureau of steam 
engineering, whose report was made 
public today, is that of the steam tur­
bine. Involving such radical changes, 
Admiral Rae says, the bureau has pre- 
lerred to wait before adopting it exten­
sively, until it had been demonstrated 
as unquestionably the best system of 
propulsion for naval purposes.

It is expected that, when the three 
scout cruisers now building, two with 
turbine and one with reciprocating en­
gines, are completed and their trials 
have been held, comparative data of the 
utmost value will be obtained. An 
officer of the bureau is now abroad mak­
ing a thorough investigation of marine 
turbine installations already in opera­
tion and in contemplation and in addi­
tion the work of erecting at Annapolis, 
Md., experimental turbine engines, 
condensers, pumps, etc., is proceeding.

I f
Proposed Oregon Tax Law

( Continueil from last week)

(Amendatory clause.)
Section 11. That section 1 of an act 

entitled “ An act to fix the place of as­
sessing national bank stock and private 
banks, loan and trust companies,“  ap­
proved February 24, 1903, being found 
upon page 286 of the General I-aws of 
Oregon, 1903, be and the same hereby 
is amended to read as follows:

Shares of stock of national banks 
shall be assessed to the individual share­
holders at the place where the bank is 
located. Shares of stock of other 
banks, and interest in tianking capital, 
building end loan associations, and 
trust companies, shall be assessed to 
such banks, building and loan associa­
tions, or trust companies, or to their 
owners or stockholders, as by law pro­
vided, at the place where such banks, 
building and loan associations, or trust 
companies are located.

(Saving clause.)
Section 12. That this act shall not 

be construed to apply to the assessment 
of property made upon the basis of 
ownership on the first day of March, 
1907, at the hour of 1 o ’clock a. m.

A BILL
For an act to create a state board of tax com­

missioners, anti to prescribe the membership 
thereof, and its powers and duties, meetings 
and procedure, and for appeals therefrom; 
providing for its expenses, and compensation 
of its members; conferring up« n it general su­
pervisory power over tlie sysie n of taxation 
and public revenues in this state: providing 
for the assessment for taxation by it of the 
property of railway, union station and depot, 
eleetrie’and street railway companies, owners 
and operators, and of such heat, light, power, 
w ater, gas and electric companies as may be 
doing business as one system, partly within 
this state and partly without, or so doing busi­
ness in more than one county of the state, or 
persons, firms, joint stock companies, associa­
tions, syndicates, co-partnerships, or corpora­
tions engaged in carrying on any of such busi­
nesses; to require certain affidavits, state­
ments, ami reports under oath, certificates, 
books and papers to he furnished and pro­
duced by certain persons, officers and corpora­
tions, aiid making tlie failure to furnish the 
same, or the furnishing «if a false or fraudulent 
statement, a crime, ana prescribing the penalty 
therefor; ami requiring persons to appear and 
testify, under oath or otherwise, before said 
boara, or any member thereof, and making the 
failure so to do, or the giving of false reports 
or testimony, a crime, and prescribing the pen­
alty therefor: and prescribing the duties of state 
county ami other municipial officers in ai«i- 
ingsald board in the discharge of its duties; 
and providing for appeals to the circuit court 
from the determination of said board in certain 
cases, ami flic manner of taking, hearing, and 
determining the same, and defining the juris­
diction of the circuit court of the several coun­
ties on such appeals; and prohibiting the mem­
bers of sai«l board from accepting any pass frank 
or gratuity from any person or corporation lia­
ble t«> assessment under this act. and making 
the violation of such provision a crime and pre­
scribing the penalty therefore; and repealing 
sections: «)'•(). :y>f> i of the Codes and
Statutes of Oregon, complied and annotated by 
Hon. Charles B. Bellinger and William W. Cot­
ton, and all acts and parts of acts in conflict 
herewith.

the term of four years.

( Duties of board.)
Sert ion 5. It  shall be the duty of 

the said board of state tax commission-

TREASURE CHEST STOLEN.

EIGH1 PASSENGERS KILLED.

Passenger Train In North Dakota 
Hits Switch Engine.

St. I’aul, Deo. 24.— A speeial to the 
Pioneer Press from Enderlin, N. D., 
says:

Loaded to its full capacity with 
people going to their homes in tile Iptist 
to spend the Christ mas holidays, the 
south bound train on the Minneapolis, 
St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie crashed 
into a switch engine at ttie west end of 
the railroad yards at this place at 2:10 
o ’clock Sunday morning.

Eight men were killed outright and 
one has since died of his injuries. 
Twenty seven were seriously injured 
and it is likely that the death list will 
be added to.

A ll of the fatalities occurred in the 
smoking car, which was completely 
telescoped by the baggage car, and 
only two of tbe occupants of this car 
escape«! injury.

Tlie wreckage took fire from the over­
turned stoves use«! in heating the cars 
and there was a race between tlie res­
cuers and the flames. By almost super­
human efforts the rescuing party man 
aged to tight off tlie flames until all of 
the deail ami injured had lieen removed 
from the w racked cars, which then were 
allowed to burn.

Castro Is Seriously III.
Trinidad, 0«>lo., Ihx*. 24.— Advices 

received here from Venezuela are to the 
fleet that the health of President 

Castro, who is at Macuto, is Incoming 
more anil more alarming. An opera­
tion is deemed necessary, but the weak­
ened state of the sick man does not per- 
mit of an attempt in this respect Is-ing 
made. The sailing of General Jose 
Manuel Hernandez is not J confirmed, 
hut rumors of a serious revolutionary 
movement in tlie western part of Ven- 
zuela continue to he circulated, 

press is mute on the subject.
The

Favors Selling Coal Land.
Ardmore, I. T., Deo. 24.— Governor 

Johnston in his message to the Choc­
taw legislature, which is in sp«>oial ses­
sion to wind up tribal affairs, re»x>m- 
mended the sale of the Choetaw-Chick- 
asaw coal lands at the «‘arilest possible 
ime, preferably to the new state i f 

Oklahoma, at a price agreed upon by 
the government and tlie Choctaw- 
'hickasaw Indians. It agreed to the 

sale of the surface land for agricultural 
purposes, for the furtherance of which 
Mo A tester and other towns of tlie ii>al 
belt have a lobby in Washington.

London Suffers from Influent.
New York, Dee. 24.—A dispatch to 

the World from txindon reports that 
intlueiiza of a particularly virulent ty) e 
is raging there and as usual its victims 
ncliide many prominent people. The 

lord chancellor and tlie archbishop of 
an ter bury are liarely convali-scont, 

while Arthur Balfour and Speaker Low- 
ther are both seriously ill. The doctors 
recommend sun baths as the best cure, 
but London has enjoytxi only 75 min­
utes' sunshine in 3.1 days.

Appeal to "Ku  Kkix Klan."
Atlanta. Ga., Dec. 24— Following 

the pneting of small notices, printed in 
rail ink, in the streets early tixlay. call­
ing the *'K. K. K .”  to meet this even­
ing with »m u. Mayor Woodward today 
offered a row sol id $200 for evidence to 
convict any person ofp noting such no­
tices, or in any wav inciting riot. No 
serious importance is attached to the 
notice«.

Thieves Rob Wells-Fargo at Reno o f 
Large Amount.

Reno, Nev., Dee. 22.— Wells Fargo 
A Company’s express box, said to have 
contained $30,000, was stolen from the 
company’s office here lust night after 
the urrivul of the train from Tonopah. 
Edward Crofton, the messenger, contin­
ued on his way trf San Francisco.

Efforts of the local jxilice and sheriff , 
have been unavailing to capture the 
thieves. Charles Ferrell, the detective 1 
appointed on the case, stated this even­
ing that the robbers were doubtless 
criminals who huve b 'en hanging about 
the station with the purpose of stealing 
(«art of the Mohawk ore shipments, 
which have been stopped on several oc­
casions during the last few days.

J. J. Burke, Wells-Fargo agent here, 
admitted tixlay that the amount of the 
robbery would reach the first estimate, 
$.10,000. He will know exactly how 
much was stolen when advices reach 
Reno from Tonopah tomorrow.

Suffrage Bill Is Pazzed.
Vienna, Dec. 22.— The universal suf­

frage bill passed the upper house after 
a remarkable sitting of that chamber, 
which lasted from 11 o ’clock this 
morning until 10:30 tonight. One of 
the members voted for the principle of 
plural franchise. This principle was 
combaleil with energy by Baron von 
Beck, the Austrian premier, who made 
an eloquent plea for universal suffrage, 
on tiie ground that the failure to grant 
it would cause serious trouble.

PORTLAND MARKETS.
ap-Butter— Fancy creamery, 30 (8,15c.

Eggs— Oregon ram'h, 35c per dozen.
Poultry— Average old hens, 11(812c 

per pound; mixed chickens, ll@12c;
spring, ll@ 12c; old roosters, 9 (811c;_______ „  ____________ _____________ ,
dressed chickena, 14 (8 16c; turkeys, acting jointly, shall appoint two per-

Be it enacted by the people of the 
state of Oregon:
(Board created: Of whom composed—

Governor shall be chairman— Seal.) 
Section 1. There is hereby created a 

state board of tax commissioners, to be 
c mipostxi of two persons appointeii by 
the governor, secretary of state, and 
state treasurer, acting jointly as in this 
act provided, and their successors, who 
shall be skilled in matters of taxation, 
and shall not lie members of the same 
political party, and who shall devote 
their entire time to the (»rformance of 
the duties herein imposed, and the gov­
ernor, secretary of state, and state treas­
urer, the last three of whom sliall ex 
officio he members of said hoard. Said 
botiril shall perform and have tlie du­
ties hereinafter specified, and the gov­
ernor shall be chairman thereof. Said 
board slipll adopt anil use an official 
seal, which shall be provided by the 
secretary of state.

(Appointment, bond, and qualification 
of ap|«ointive members).
Section 2. The governor, secretary 

of state and state treasurer, acting 
jointly, shall appoint and commission 
all persons appointed under tlie provis­
ions of this act., and before entering 
U|x>n the discharge of his official «luties 
each such appointee shall execute a 
bond, payable to the state of Oregon, 
in the penal sum of $10,000, with sure­
ties to he approved by the governor, for 
the faithful discharge of his official du­
ties; and each appointee sliall take and 
suliscribe an oath for tlie fuithful dis­
charge of his duties and office, which 
oath sliall be indorsed upon his official 
bond, and said bond and oath when so 
ex«‘uted and approve«! sliall be filed in 
tlie officce of the seCTetary of state.

(First two appointive members 
pointed on taking effect of act.) 
Section 3. Immeiiiately after the 

taking effect of this act tlie governor, 
8<-eretary of state and state treasurer,

live, 17 <8 17>4C; turkeys, dressed, 
choice, 20@22c; geese, live, 10c; 
ducks, 15@16c.

Fruits —  Apples, common to choice, 
50(875c per box; choice to fancy, $1(8 
2.50; pears, $1 <8 1.50; cranberries, 
$11.50(812.50 per barrel; persimmons, 
$1.50 per box.

Vegetables —  Turnips, 90c@$l per 
sack; carrots, 90c@$ 1 per sack; beets, 
$1.25(81.50 per sai’k; horseradish, 0(8 
10c per pound; sweet potatoes, 2 \  (<t 
2$4«- per pound; cabbage, 1H (81 S  c 
per pound; cauliflower, $1.25 per doz­
en; celery, $4(84.50 per crate; lettuce, 
head, 30c perdoz«‘n; onions, 10@12t{c 
per «ioz.cn; pumpkins, 1 Sic per pound; j 
spinach, 4®5c per pound; squash 1@
1 He per pound.

Onions —  Oregon, 75c@$l per hun­
dred.

Potatoes —  Oregon Burbanks, fancy, 
$1(3(1.10; common, 76(3(85c.

Wheat —  Club, 66(3,06c; bluestem, 
67(3,68c; valley, 66(3)67e; m i, 63c.

Oat* —  No. 1 white, $250 26; grav, 
$24.50(3)25.

Barley —  Feed, $21(3)21.50 per ton; 
brewing, $22.50; rolled, $22.50(3)24.

Rye— $1.40(3(1.45 per cwt.
Corn— Whole, $26; cracked, $27 per

ton.
Hay— Valley timothy, No. 1, $11® 

12 per ton; Eastern Oregon timothy, 
$14(3)16; clover, $7(3(8; cheat, $7.50 
(3 8.50; grain hay, $7.50(3(8.50; alfalfa, 
$11.50; vetch hay, $7(3(7.50.

Vqg)— Dressed, 5 k|(3.8e per po«md.
Beef —  Dressed bulls, 1(3) 2c per 

pound; cows, 4 (5) 5c; country steers,
6(i66««,

Mutton —  I ’reseed, fancy, 8®9c per 
pound; ordinary, 6(3)7c.

Pork— Dress«xl, 6(3)8c per pound.
Hope— ll@ 15c per pound, according 

to quality.
Wool— Eastern Oregon average beet,

1 lor 1 So, according to shrinkage; val­
ley, 20®23c, according to fineness; mo­
hair, choice, 26Q28C.

sons, possessing the qualifications re­
quired by this act, to serve as the ap­
pointive members of the board hereby 
created, subject to the provisions in 
this act contained.

(Term of office of appointive mem­
bers.)
Section 4. The members of the 

board first chosen by appointment shall 
lie appointeii to hold their offices, one 
fur two years anil one for four years, 
and the governor, secretary of state and 
state treasurer, acting j«>intly, shall 
«ximmission one of the first appointive 
members of said board to hold his office 
for two years, and the other one for 
four years, and thereafter persons 

I chosen by appointment as members of 
I such board shall hold their otiire for

A Shrew d Gaexa.
“Did Crlttiek say anything to you 

about my lat«>st paluting?”  asked 
D'Auber.

“ Yes." replied Cutts. “By the way, 
you nrast have bad It nicely framed 
before you showed • It to him, didn't 
yen?”

“ Yes. Why?”
“ I thought so, because he said he 

notiml one artistic feature about I t "— 
Philadelphia Press.

Slat m F a v o ra b le  F .rraad .
“ Ever see the lovely Miss Sum­

mers?”
” Y'«»s, I called there one afternoon.”
“ Eh! Made a favorable impres­

sion ?"
“ I ’m afraid not I called to Inspect 

(heir gas meter.”—Cleveland Plain 
Dealer.

O aa  a t  the  T n .
RalTon Wrata (laboriously trying to 

read fragment of newspaper)—What is a
“calumny?"

Goodman Gonrong—It’s either a gradu­
ate of a college or it*a the stuff they put 

I in three bakin' powders. Wot about it?

1. To have and exercise general su­
pervision of the system of tuxation and 
collection of public dues and revenues 
throughout the state.

2. To require tiiat all assessments of 
property in this state be made accord­
ing to law.

3. To see that all taxes due the state, 
counties and municipalities are col­
lected.

4. To prescribe all forms of txx>ks 
and blanks used in the assessment and 
collection of taxes not otherwise pre­
scribed by aw, and to change to forms 
of blanks and books prescribed by law- 
in case change sliall be necessary.

5. To construe the tax and revenue 
laws of the state whenever requested 
by any officer acting under such laws, or 
by any interestetl person, and to in­
struct such officers with relation to 
their duties with reference to assess­
ment and taxation, and collection of 
public dues and revenues.

6. To issue instructions and direc­
tions to the county assessors, county 
boards of equalization, county clerks, 
and tax «»Hectors as to the rules best 
calculated to secure uniformity in the 
system of assessment ami «»llection of 
taxes, and a full cash valuation for as­
sessment uml taxation of all property, 
real and personal, tangible and intangi­
ble, including franchises and speeial 
franchises and to preseril)e all blank 
forms of reports for that purpose.

7. For the purpose of enabling the 
board, any county assessor, county 
board of equalization, county clerk, or 
tax collector to acquire and obtain all 
information that could in any manner 
aid it or him in arriving at the valua­
tion of any franchise or s[x>cial fran­
chise, to examine all books and papers 
of account, and to require any person to 
appear before said board, or any mem­
ber thereof, and to interrogate sui-li per­
son under oath or otherwise.

8. To see that penalties are enforced 
when prescoribed by any revenue law 
of the state for disobedience to its pro­
visions, and to see that complaint is 
made against persons or corporations 
violating the provisions of any tax or 
revenue law of this state; and in the 
execution of these powers and duties 
the said board, and any member there­
of, may call ti|x>n the prose«'uting at­
torney or the attorney general, who 
shall institute and coiuluct prose«,iitions 
for penalties and forfeitures, liabilities 
and punishments for violation *of the 
laws of the state in respect to the 
assessment and taxation of property, or 
the i»llection of public dues and reve­
nues.

9. To take «'barge of and superin­
tend the enforcement of the inheritance 
tax laws, and to see that the taxes pro­
vided therein are collected.

10. To make such rules and regula­
tions as the board shall deem proper 
to effectually carry out the purposes for 
which the txxiril is constituted, and to 
make all necessary rules and regula­
tions not inconsistent with law as the 
board may deem necessary with respect 
to its own meetings anil procedure.

11. To report to the legislature at 
each regular session the total amount, 
of revenue collected in the state for all 
purposes, classifying as to purposes 
with the sources thereof, the procee«l- 
ings of the board, and such other mat­
ters of information concerning the pub­
lic revenues as may be deemed of gene­
ral interest.

12. To make diligent investigation 
and inquiry concerning the revenue 
laws of other states and countries, so 
far as the same are made known by 
publishe«! reports or statistics, or can 
be ascertained by correspondence with 
the officers thereof; and with the aid of 
information thus obtained, together 
with experience with ami the ohserva 
tion of our own laws, to recommend to 
the legislature at each regular session 
thereof such amendments, changes, or 
modifications of our constitution or rev­
enue laws as seem prnjM'r or necessary 
to remedy injustice or irregularity in 
taxation, or to facilitate the assessment 
and «»llection of public revenues.

13. To see that eacli county in the 
Btate be visited by at least one member 
of the board as often as once each year, 
to the end that any proper assistance 
and advice be given to the officers en­
gaged in the assessment and colletf ion 
of taxes, that complaint concerning the 
law- may be heard, and that informa­
tion concerning its workings may be 
collecte«!, that all revenue officers com­
ply with the law, and all violations 
thereof be punished, and that all pro­
per suggestions as to amendments may 
be made.

14. To require from any state, coun­
ty or munici]>al officer, whose duties 
pertain to the asse«sinent, apportion­
ment, levy, or collection of taxes and 
public dues or revenues, or the dis­
bursement of public revenues, reports, 
and statements, as to any mntter deem- 
eti material and relevant, in such form 
as may be prescribe«!.

15. To make an annual assessment, 
upon an assessment roll to be prepared 
by said board, of the property having 
a situs in this state, as hereinafter de­
fine!, of all railroad companies, union

' station, and depot companies, electric 
and street railway companies, and of 
such heat, light, power, water, gas, 
and electric companies as may be doing 
business as one system, partly within 
this state, and partly without, or bo 
doing business in more than one county 
of the state.

(Term “ Property”  defined— Property
not assessable by board.)

Section 6. The term property, as 
u8«k1 in this act, shall he deemed to in­
clude all property, real and personal, 
subjert to assessment for taxation un­
der this act belonging to the corpora­
tion, or held by it as occupant, less«<e, 
or otherwise, and shall include the 
rights of way, roadbed, cars, rolling 
stock, tracks, wagons, horses, office 
furniture, telegraph, telephone, and 
transmission poles, wires, conduits, 
switchboards, machinery, appliances, 
appurtenances, and all other property 
of a like or different kind, us«<d in the 
carrying on of the business of sa ill <x>r- 
poration, and owneil, leased, or oper­
ated by them respectively and all other 
real and personal property, and all 
franchises and special franchises; Pro­
vided, however, tiiat this definition 
shall not include, apply to, or subject 
to assessment for taxation by said 
board such real estate as is owned and 
can be conveyed by such corporation 
under the laws of this state, and which 
is not actually occupied in the exercise 
of its franchise, or in use in the opera­
tion of their corporate business, nor to 
the car ami machine shops, grain ele­
vators, grain warehouses, «locks, bridg­
es across the boundary rivers ol the 
state or to the Willamette river, the 
water «Taft of any corporation, nor to 
the real and personal property of such 
corporation devoted to navigation ; hut 
such car and machine shops, grain ele­
vators and grain warehouses, d«>cks 
ami bridges, water craft, and property 
devoted to navigation so excepted, shall 
lie liable to assessment for taxation in 
the same manner as other property in 
the state, by tlie several county assess­
ors.

(T«>nn “ Property Having Situs in This
State”  defined.)

Section 7. The term property hav­
ing a situs in this state shall include 
all property, real and personal, of the 
corporations included in this act, 
owned, leased, use«!, operated, or occu­
pied by them, and also such proportion 
of the rolling stock, cars, anil other 
personal property of a like or different 
kind, as is use«l partly within and part­
ly without the state, as herein provided 
to 1* determine«!.

of corporations —

C o r p o r a t e  G
Elevator Boy—Tyte-Phiat A Co. have 

raised yer pay a cent an hour, have 
they?

Office Boy—Yes, hut I have to work 
longer hours. Old Tyte-Phist has chang­
ed the regulator of the clock so it runs 
slower.—Chicago Tribune.

C a r «  f o r  t k e  I n t o x i c a t e d .
In Swmlen a separate car must be 

provided on suburban night trains out 
of Stockholm for the accommodation of 
Intoxicated persona.

(Reports required
Contents.)

Section 8. The several corporations 
enumerated in this act, doing business 
in this state, are hereby required an­
nua1 ly, between the first «lay of April 
and the fifteenth day of May, to make 
and file with the said Ismril of state tax 
commissioners, in such form as said 
lx«rd  may provide, upon blanks to he 
furnished by said hoard, a statement, 
under oath of their president, secretary, 
treasurer, superintendent, or chief offi­
cer of such company, covering a period 
of at least one year, and not execeding 
five years, as may 1« required by such 
board, containing the following facts:

1. The name of the «»mpany; the 
nature of the company, and under the 
laws of what state or country it is or­
ganized; the location of its principal 
office; the name and postoffice address 
of its president, siK'retary, auditor, 
treasurer, superintendent, and general 
manager; the name and postoffice ad­
dress of the chief «>fficer or managing 
agent or attorney in fact in Oregon.

2. The number of shares of capital 
stock.

3. The par value and market value, 
or if there be no market value, the act­
ual value of the shares of stock on the 
first day of March at the hour of 1 
o’clock a. m. for the year in which the 
report is made.
'  4. The bonds and other corporate ob­
ligations of the company.

5. The par value and market value, 
or actual value if there be no market 
value, of the bonds or other obligations 
of the company on the first day of 
March at the hour of 1 o’clock a. m. of 
the year in which the report is made.

6. A detailed statement of the real 
property owned by the corporation in 
Oregon, where situate«!, and the value 
thereof, if required by the board.

7. I f required by tlie said hoard, a 
detaileil statement of the personal prop­
erty, including moneys and «redits 
owned by the company in Oregon on 
the first «lay of March at the hour of 1 
o ’clock a. m. of the year in which the 
report is made, w here situated, and the 
value thereof.

8. I f required by the board, the total 
value of the real estate owned by the 
company situated outside the state.

9. I f required by the board, a full 
and complete statement of the cost anil 
actual present value of all buildings of 
every description owned by said com­
pany within the state not otherwise as­
sessed.

10. I f required by the board, the 
total value of the personal property of 
the company situatedontside of Oregon.

11. The total length of the «»mpany'a 
lines, and the length of so much of its 
lines as is within or is without Oregon, 
which lines shall include that which 
said company controls or uses aa 
owner, lesec, or otherwise.

A  M e l a n c h o l y  I m p m a l o n .
“Why did you give up that new brand 

of prepared food?”
“ I got to liking It,” answered the ha­

bitual invalid "My physician bas about 
convlni-ed me that anything I enjoy eat­
ing la necessarily injurious to me.”__
Washington Star.

■ « t i n  SUM.
Braggs— I have an uncle who has 

money enough to enable him to do as 
he pleases.

Nagga— Huh! That's nothing. One 
of my uncles la rich enough to enable 
him to do as hi* wife pleases.

(To be continued next week) 

f a c i e  A lle n .
“They say the price of looking glasses 

is going up,” said t'ncie Allen Sparks. 
“That looks to me like a ‘get rich quick­
silver’ scheme on tbe part of the manufac­
turers.”

S tabbed .
“Do you think I would look well In 

an antomobile coat?”
“ Indeed I do.”
“But don’t they entirely hide one’s

shape?”
“ Sure.”— Houston Post

▼ err L i t t le  to  Say.
“Yes.”  said Bragg. “ I ’ve decided tq 

have a long talk with the boa* and 
tell him Just what 1 think.”

"Is  It possible,”  replied Knox.
“ Why, don’t yon believe I ’ve got tbe 

nerve to tell him what I think?"
"Oh, yea; but if  you t»”  him Just 

what you think bow are yon going to 
have a long talk?”—Tbe Catholic 
Standard and Time*.

A wage Statement for K u au  _
that a college education fits a young i___
to earn $1.08 at harvesting; without the 
eoileee education he seta X2 M


