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The senate has confirmed the nom-
ination of Hobert Wood Bliss of New

York, now third assistant seoretary of
ftate, to be minister to Sweden.

Increase of 10 cents & hundred
pounds In the price of refined coang
sugar to §7, effective Tuesday, was
anfiounced by the Callfornin-Hawallan
and the Westorn Refilnerles. A cor-
responding Incrense In the price of re-
fined beet sugar to $6.80 was an-
nounced by the Spreckels Sugar com-
pany.

A oity-owned natural gas well was
bronght in by drillers on the grounds
of the munieipal hospital in Buffalo,
N, Y., Tuesday, with an estimated flow
of 600,000 cuble feet a day, Commlis-
sloner Perkins estimated the value of
the flowing well at $1,000,000,

The Spanish prisomers runsomed
from the Moroccan rebels numbered
128, one of whom died on the journey
from Alhuoma# to Melllla, according
to an offlcial dispatch from the latter
pliace, Approximately 100 of the pris-
oners required hospltal treatment.

A blll Intended to place the tax fpr
highway malntenance on tires, Instead
of on gasoline, was Introduced in the
Californin leglslature Tuesday by As-
semblyman Baker of Loa Angeles, "All
tiros use tha highways, but all gaso-
{ine Is not sold for motor cars,” Mr,
Baker said.

Representatives of former serviee
men's organizations appeared Tuesday
before the house interstate commerce
committes to urge changes In the
Sweet bill, amending the war risk In-
surnnea act so as to permit greater
latitude In payment of compensation
to hospital patients.

While Mra. Carl Beuter of Napa-
vine, Wash., was in the barn milking
Tuesday night her threeyear-old son
took some matches Into a clothes
cloaet in the second story of the home
and while playing set the house on
fire, ‘The flames sproad rapldly, burn-
Ing the house to the ground,

In an attempt to detérmine the basle
edauge for erimiaality among ex-soldiers
af the world war, Governor Blaine of
Wisconsln hap writtén the governors
of all states asking them to advise him
ny to conditions among the ex-service
men confined in thelr prisons, The
lettors were mailed out recently.

A detielency estimate of §$16,452,000
for the Interior department was trans-
mitted to congress Monday by Presi-
dent Hording, The largest item was
$16,000,000 for penslons, and It was
expluined that it resulted from the
changed method of paying penslons
from quarterly to monthly instail
ments,

The heads of the lale Cear Nicholas
of Russin and of his family who met
death with him at Ekaterinberg at the
hands of revolutionlsts, are belng pre-
served o aleohol In the Kremlin at
Moscow, nccording to Captain Firmin,
chief of ataff of the Russian refugee
floet anchored nt the Marlveles quar-
anitine #tation near Manlla.

The post-moriems are still coming
in from the 1028 football season, show-
Ing It was the most profitable and
successtul In history. It Is varlously
estimated that the combined not in-
come to the athietle aasoclations of
tha colleges and universitios of the
oountry, from football sources alone,
nggregated between $3,000,000 to §3,-
500,000 for the last neason,

Twenty Germans are reported to
hive beon killed Monday when French
soldiers were obliged to use their arms
to protect themselves durlng a violent
natlonalist domonsteation at Boppard,
near Bingsn, sald the Echo de Parls.
The newspaper sald it had been Impos-
sible to oblaln confirmation of the
report on mecount of interruption of
communication with the Rhineland.

One ten-thoustandth of its pré-war
yalue wis the German murk's official
rating n the Berlln Bourss Tuesday.
There was & lively demand for dollars
in the post-bourse trading on a basls
of 45,000 and actual offers of 50,000
flat. For the first time In its careen-
ing downward filght, the mark rushed
past the 40,000 notch, and it Is be-
lieved to be making seven-league boot
strides In an effort to overtake the
Austrian crown,

APPROVE IMMIGRATION BILL

House Measure Proviees for Japanese
Exclusion—Other Allens Hit.

Washington, D. C~Excluslon of
Japanese Immigrants and » reduction
In the percentage of allens admissible
from HEuropean countries would be
provided for by sections of a proposed
permanent immigration restriction act
approved Monday by the house im-
migration committes,

Completion of the entire measure
within a day or two and a prompt re-
port 1o the house ls the committee’s
plan,

Jupanese excluslon would be made
posaible, It was explained, under o
general provislon of the bill, which
yets forth that “an immigrant not ell-
gible to eltizenship shall not be admit-
ted to the United States” To meset
treaty stipulations, exceptions would
be niade in the cases of ministers of
the gospel, professors of colleges,
members of “any learned profession™
and hona fide students, who seek to
enter the United States solely for the
purpose of study at an educational in-
gtitutlon, Buch students who married
after entering the country would be
deported, however,

Explaining the sectlon of the bill
which would provide for the exclusion
of Japanege (mmlgrants, Chalrman
Johnson eaid It was the purpose sim-
ply to translate into law the terms of
the “gentlomen’s agreement” between
the United States and Japan affecting
immigration from the latter country.
In the past the executive branch has
objected to attempts to deal with this
question In general leglslation by con-
gress, but thus far there has beem no
announcement of objectlon In the pres-
ent Instance.

As affecting Furope and the near
enst the blll wonld reduce the guotas
of immligeants from any one country
In any one year to 400 and In addition
¢ per cent of the number of foreign
born individuals of such nationality
resident in the United States as de
termined by the 1890 census.

Tidal Wave Takes Heavy Toll.

Honoluly, T, H—Between 10 and 12
persons were killed by the tidal waves
in Hilo bay after Saturday's earth-
quake, which was reported to be be-
tween 2000 and 3000 miles away, it
was estimated here Suniday.

The known dead include a child
swept from a sampan and three Jap-
nnose fishermen who were trapped
in the engine room of 4 sampian which,
together with & scow, wrecked the
railroad bridge across the Walluku
river. One of the fishermen was be-
headed.

The damage at Hilo, according to
1 conservative estimate, was $100,000.
Severnl days will be required to as-
certain the number of lives lost and
the correct amount of the damage,

The Matson Navigation company's
liner Matsonin touched the mud bot-
tom once while I the grip of the
tidal wave, but floated off with the
next wave.

The escape of the Standard Ol com-
pany'ss tanker Doane was character
ized by shipping men ns remarkable.
The ship was carrled reelward from
anchorage by an Inrushing wave, then
earried back b safety by the recession,

Fraud Trials to Begin.

Washltgton, D. O —QOharles W,
Morse, New York shipbuilder, his
three sons and elght others alleged
to have been assoclated with him In
war-tlme shipping contracts, went to
trinl before Justice Stafford In the
oriminal division of the Distriet of
Columbin supreme court, Tuesday, on
charges of conspiracy to defravd the
Unitod States and the emergency fleet
corporution.

Those who will go to trial besldes
Morse are Ervin, Benjamin and Harry
Morse; Colin H, Livingstone, former
president of the Virginia Shipbullding
corporation; George M. Burditt, attor
ney for the Morse interests; Nehemi
ah H. Campbell, of New York; Rupert
M. Moeh of Augusta, Mo, assistant
aeeretary of the Virginla Shipbuilding
corporation; W, W. Scott of Washing-
ton, attorney for the corporation, and
Philip Reinhardt, Leonard D. Chris-
tle and Robert 0. White, all officlals
In the Morse shipbullding plangs.

John D. Goes to Work.

Ormond Beach, Fla—John D. Rocke-
feller 8r. was feellng so much im-
proved from his recent attack of bron-
chial trouble that only the uncertain
wenther, with occaslonal tropical
showers, kept him off the golf links
Monday, It wis sdld at the Rockefeller
home. Members of the household sald
the hoardeness he had as a result of
his lllness had not entirely left him,
but he was up and attending to his
correspondence,

Bandits Rob Theater.
Oaklund, Cal—Automoblle bandits,
who blew open the safe of the State
theater at Fonrteenth and Broadway
enrly Monday, obtained approximately

$5000, the police announced,

TURKS WONT SIGN:
WAR SEEMS NEAR

Peace Parley is Wrecked; Del-
egates Leave.

CURZON QuITS CITY

Diplomats Try to Line Up Ismet Pasha
but “No'' Is Reply to All-
Americans Also Fail,

Lausanne~—The Turks have refused
to slgn the Near Eastern peace treaty
and the Near Hastern peace confer-
ence has definitely collapsed.

The Turks unqualifiedly rejected the
capitulations and economie clauses of
the treaty.

Lord Curzon, the chief British dele-
gate, has left Lausanne, As the Turks
emerged from the conference Sun-
day they told the Associated Press
that peace seemed impossible,

The final sesslon of the conference
was dramatic In the extreme, Lord
Curzon, M. Bompard and the Marquis
d1 Garroni evoked the specter of war
and declared the Turks would be re
sponsible.

Practically the whole diplomatie
world ran after Ismet Pasha, head of
the Turklsh delegation, trying to In-
duce him to slgn the treaty but Musta-
pha Kemal's favorite general, with
gentle smile, was immovable, He sald
'‘no” to all—Amerlcans, Britlsh, French
and Itallans,

The Amerlcan representative, Am-
bassador Child, Joseph C, Grew and
Rear-Admiral Bristal, called upon him
after the break, In an endeavor to
save the conference and Lord Curzon
delayed his departure for a half hour
in the hope that lsmet Pasha would
chnnge his mind, but all In valn.

The conference falled because the
Turks refused to accept clauses con+
cerning the future economie regime In
Turkey, and to some exlent, because
they would not accept the allied form-
ula dealing with jurldical guarantees
for forelgners, which were to replace
the existing extraterritorial privilages.

Briefly, the Turks wanted to strike
from the treaty all clauses binding
them to recognize contracts and con-
cesglond granted by the old Ottoman
empire. They maintained that they
ghould be left free to study these gues-
tions and, I necessary, reopen mnego-
tintions concerning them with the in
terested countries and peoples.

They could not, they eald, accept
the economic burden imposed upon the
new Angora government by the old
Turkish regime, which had handed out
concesslong right and left, In the form
of capitulntions; they Insisted that
vast concessions had Dbeen granted
without fair return and they wanted
the right to revise all of them,

Big Estate Inhepited.

Astorfa, Or, — Word was recelved
here Saturday that John Juoln, a Co-
lumbla river fisherman, employed by
the Unlon Fishermen's Co-operative
Packing company, had fallen heir to
several millions of doliars from the
estate of an uncle, who died recently
in New York city. Juola’s gon, when
seen, refused elther to confirm or
deny the rumor, adding that the family
dld not wigh to say anything about the
matter until they had received further
information.

Noted Actor Is Dead.

New York.—William H. Thompson,
for more thap 60 years a star In Eung-
lish and American drama and said
to be dean of maotion picture actors,
died Sunday. - He was 76 years old.
Born in Scotland, he came to the
United States in his youth and made
hils first appearnnce on the stage in
the early '70s. Durlng his career he
played with many notables, including
Muaude Adams in “The Little Minlster."

Aviatrix Hurt In Fall

Los Angeles, Cal—Miss Beasle Col-
mar, Chicago aviatrly, fell 300 feet
'while making nn exhibitlon flight be-
tween Los Angeles and Santa Moniea
Sunday and sutfered a broken leg and
general shock. Her plane was wreok-
¢, She was taken to a hospital at
Santa Monica,

General Kurokl Dies.

Tokio.~General Tamemoto Kurokl,
one of the famous warriors of Japan,
dled Bunday of poeumonia. He was
78 years old.
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CHAPTER VIl—Continued.
T

“Very well, Do pot plan to wear
any Jewely, Lucle, T have a set to
lend you for the oceaslon—no, tot o
gitt, merely a loan for the soke of
Comus, They are very nice pearls; &
Ittle old fushioned, because they were
mounted for the Princess de Lamballe,
but you will find that they 0t In ex-
cellently with your gown. Il bring
them with me when 1 eall for you—"

“And I'll tender fitting thanks then,
One thing-more: Henry Gramont Is
golng to see you after luncheon, I
think—on business. And 1 want you
to be nlce to hilm, Uncle Juchin"

“Most assoredly,” sald
dryly, "1 should llke to be ussocinted
In business with that young man, The
fArm would [Iarrmper."

Smiling, she hung up the recelver,

Ten minutes Inter, when CGramont
and Miss Ledanols entered the walt-
Ing cnr, Hiammond saw the hoxes that
they carrled, He stood beslde the
open door, paralyzed, his eyes fus-
tened on the boxes, his mouth ngnpe.

“To the post office, sergeant,” suld
Gramont, then affected to observe hig
stupefaction. “Why, what's the mat-
tery”

Hammond met his twinkling eyes,
saw the laughter of Lucle, and swal-
lowed hard,

“l—er—nothing at all, eap'n,” he an-
swored, hoarsely. “A—lttle chokin’'
spell, that's all. Post office? Yes,
alr”

CHAPTER VIII,
Comus,

From the time they left the Leda-
nols house with Lucle, Gramont had
no opportunity of seeing his chaufMeur
in private until, later In the afternoon,
he left the Malson Blanche building.
He had enjoyed a thoroughly satisfac-
tory Interview with Jachin Fell. The
car was walting for him In Royal
street, not far from the Monteleone,
and Gramont approached it te find
Hammond In deep worry over the out-
come of the Interview with Fell,

“Well, eap'n!" he exclalmed, anx-
fously, as Gramont dréw up. “You're
smilin’, so 1 guess It ain't a pinch!"

“Dion't worry. The stuff is returned,
and the motter [s now clesed, We can
forget all about the Midnight Masquer,
Now, there's another and more fmpor-
tant thing that T want to speak with
you about, & matter of business—"'

“Hold on, cap'n!™ Interrupted Ham-
mond, quletly, his eye on n spot be-
hind Gramont. “One of your friends
Is headed over this way, and If I
know anything about It, he's got blood
In hls eye

Gramont turmed, to see Bob Mall-
lard approanching. The lutter ad-
dressed him without any response to
his greeting.

"Have you a moment to spare, Gra-
mont "

“All nfternoon,” answered Gramont,
cheerfully. He affected not to observe
Mulllard's alr of heavy business, nor
the frowning suspiclon that lurked
balf-velled In the othet’s glowerlng
features,

The two were standing a bit apart,
and Hammond wag fussing with ape of
the headlights, but Gramont suspected
that the chaufteur was listening avid.
ly. “I've just come from a talk with
dad. How did it happen that you sold
him that stock of yours In the com-
pany 1"

Gramont smiled a lttle, “T hap-
peneil to need the money. Why?"

“But why the devil didn't you hang
on to thut stock? Or If you needed
money, why didn't you come to me?"
exploded the other, angrily.

“Heavens!" drawled Gramont, who
was quite willing to exasperate young
Malllard to the Umit. *You seem
frightfully concerned about It! What's
the blg lden, anyway? 1 offered the
stock to your father at a discount. He
realized that It was & good buy, and
took It. What's wrong with that?"

“Nothing wrong, If you pot It that
way,” suapped Malllard, angrily, “But
it's a confounded sly way of dolng
things—""

“Now, jnst walt right there!” Gra-
mont's easy smile vanlghed, 1 don't
take that kind of talk, Maillard, '
off In the morning to start work on
that report I was engaged to make,
When the report comes lo, my resig.
nation eccmes with " .

“All right. Let it come here and
now, then" Mafllard's tone was ugly.
“If you're so blamed anxious to get
out of the company, get out!”

“Thanks. Tl be glad o be re
Heved of the job" Gramout turned
and addressed his chauffenr. “Ham-
wond, youll kindly remember this
conversation, In case your future tes
timony is needed—"

“Confound you, what d'you mean
taiking that way?" broke out Maillard,
“Do you suppose I'll deny firing you?"

“1 don't care to have you offer any
reflections oo my actions, Malllard”
sald Gramont, evenly. "My course in
this matter Is perfectly open and above
board, which Is more than you can say
for your dolngs.”

“What?  Malllard clenched his
stick ani took & forward step, anger
working In his face. “What the devil
d'you tmenn?™

“Exnctly what I say—anc perhaps I
ean prove It. Remember the oll con-

the other,.

cern to which you persunded your
preclous father to sell some of Mliss
Ledanols' Bayou land? Remember the
real estute company to which you pere
sunded him to sell her 8t. Landry por
Ish  property? You had Interesis In
both concerns; 1 don't Imnglne you'd
care to bave your share in those trans-
nctlons exposed. Further, I entirely
understand your Indignation over my
getting rid of this stock before the
crash, and it I becomes you to assuine
any such nttitude
Malllard glared at him for a long
moment, & red tide of rnge flooding
and ebblng from his heavy counte-
nance. Then, mistering himself, he
turned away without further speech,
Lenving Hammond to take the car
home, CGramont headed for Cannl
street to mingle with the carnival
crowd and revel In his new-found
sense of freedom, Now that he was
his own master, he felt like a new
mnn.  With a boyish apbandon he
tramped the streets merrlly, exchang-
Ing Jests and confettl, shoves and
bladder-blows, Inughs and kisses, Mad-
ness and reckless gayety were (o the
very alr, and Gramont drank deep of
these youthful tonmles. When at lnst
he wandered home to his pension, le
wis footsore, weary, disarranged and
tousled—and very happy., The wine
of human comradeship 18 u good wine,
That evening the Comus ball, the
most excluslve revel of the most ex-
clusive mristocracy of the southland,
crowded the edifice In which it was
held to capacity, Here evening dress
wag prescribed for all the guests, The
Krewe of Comus alone were masked
and costumed, In grotesque and mag-
nificent costumes which had been In
the mnking for months. The Krewe
is to the South what the Bohemlan
club I3 to the western const, with the
ndded enhancement of mystery.
Despite the revels of the Krewe,
however—despite the glittering Jewels,
the barbaric costumes, the musie, the
excitement—an Indefinable nlr of re-
gret, mlmost of sadness, pervaded the
entlre gathering. This feeling was
something to be sensed, rather than

“What the Devil D'You Meani"

observed definitely, Some sald, after-
ward, that It was a premonition of
the terrible event that was to happen
this night. Wrong! It was because,
for the fArst time In many generatlons,
the Comus biall was held In one of the
newer public bulldings instead of In
its mccustomed place. Everyone wans
speaking of It. Even Mulllurd the
banker, that cold man of dollars, spoke
uneasily of it when Grument encoun-
tered him in the smoking room.

“It doesn't seem like Comus,” sald
Malllard, with a vexed frown, “And
to think that we had just finished re-
decorating the opern house when It
was burned dewn! Comus will vever
be the sume again.”

“1 didn't know you could feel such
emotlon for & rulned bullding, Mall-
lard,” sald Gramont, lightly, The
binker shrugged a trifie.

“Bwmotlon? No, Regret! None of
us, who has been brought up in the
traditions of the clty, but regarded
the French'Opera house as the center
of all our storled life. Yon chan't un-
derstand it, Gramont; no outsider
cun, By the way, you baven't seen
Boh? He's In costume, but he might
have spoken to you—"

Gramont answered la the negative,
with a slight surprise at the question,

It was oot long before he came to
comprehend more fully just what the
loss of the old French Opera house
meant to the assembly. He heard com-
purisong made on every hand, regret-
ful milusions, sighs for the days that
Were no more.

This present bullding, to be sure,
was one of the clty's finest, upto date
in every way, with an abundance of
room—and yet everyone said that Co-
wus would never be the same. About
the opera house had clung the romance
of many generatlons, About It, too,
had clung the affections of the people
with a flerceness beyond reason. More
fumous buildings had been allowed to
go to ruln, like the Hotel Royale, but
the opera house had been kept In re

palr for Mardl Gras, It was itsell—
o landmark, Nothing else would ever
be like It.

From his seat In theé Lavergne box
Gramont contented himself during the
early evening with the common role
of all the "blackeonts"—thnt of look-
ing on ldly. More than once he suw
Lucle Ledanols enlled out, nmong othe
erg of the falr sex, ng o dancing purt-
ner for gome metmber of the Krewe,
None of the mule guests, however, wis
allowed to purticlpate In the festlvity
pntil Rex and his queen should dr-
rive—at midnight ; thus;, Gramont sew
almost nothing of Lucle during the
evening,

While In search of smoking compan-
fons, Gramont encountersd many of
his acqualntances, and among them
Doctor Ansley and Jachin Fell, The
three strolled off together into one of
the unuged pnssages leadlng to other
parts of the bullding, They opened a
window and stood “'_ﬂh.‘hhlg the crowd
that surged In the street below, con-
stantly Increasing as the hour grew
lnter, for the procession of Hex would
be well worth seelng and nobody
meant to miss anything upon this
night of nights,

Suddenly, at the sound of nn,ap-
proaching footstep, the three men
turned. The eleatric lights were golng
fn all of the hallways, and they per-
celved that the individunl appreaching
them was 8 member of the Krewe of
Comus, He was nlgo, It becume evi-
dent, glving a share of his alleglance
to Bacchus, for his feet were obviously
unsteady. He was clad in a parti-
eolored costume; which was crowned
by an exaggernted head of Mephisto.

“Waonderin' who I am, aren't you!"
he hiccuped. “Well, don't wonder;
'gall hetween ol friends tonight. Tell
you what, m' friends—come with me
nnd I'll find you a Il drink, eh? Real
old Boone pinchneck—got 1t from some
boys In Loulsville, been saviun® It up for
tonight.”

He wagged hls head at them, and
pursied his subject In a halfauaudlin
burst of confidential assurance,

“Havin' a little party in one of the
rooms,” he continued. “All of us
friends—Ilots more fun than duncin’!
And say! I'm golng pull something
great, positively great; you don't
want to miss It, gentlemen ! You come
glong with me and T'll fix it for you,
Come on, Gramont, that’s a good fel-
low! You'n I had'h (ig'greement to-
day—don't matter tonight, nothin'
matters tonight, nothin' at all. Mardi
Gras only comes once a year, eh?
Come plong, now."”

Jachin Fell very clvilly refused the
Invitation, ns did the others, Gramont,
who now recognized their acecoster,
was legs clvll In his refusal.  Mephisto
regarded them with vinous regret.

“No ‘Joyment in you, any more? Bet-
ter come nlong. Tell you, I've got the
biggest joke of the season ready to

pull off—something rich! Gramont,
come on 1"

“Thanks, no,"” responded Gramont
cuttly,

The masquer gave up the struggle
and moved on down the empty hall-
WaY.

“] wonder who that was, now?"
mused Doctor Ansley, frowning. “Evl.
dently someone who knew us; at least,
hie recognized you, Gramont.”

“So it seemed,” put It Jachin Feil.
Hias tone, like his eyes, had a somber
fire. "A party of them drinking, eh?
That will make trouble. The Krewe
won't llke {t. Who was he, Gramont?
Sounded Hke—"

“Young Malllard.," At Gramont's
résponse a whistle broke from Doctor
Ansley. Juchin Fell nodded assent.

“You took the words out of my
mouth, So Bob Is drinking again, eh?
Hello, Gramont—where to?"

Gramont tossed his clgar through
the open window,

“1 think I'll make my adleux, Fell I
intend to be up early In the morning
and get off to work—"

“What?" prolested Ansley In aston.
{shment. “You must stay untll Rex
comes, at lenst! Why, that's the event
of the carnlvall The evening lasn't
started yet."

“I'm growing old and sober, doctor,”
and Gramont chuckled. “What's more,
1 was drifting with the crowds ail aft-
ernoon, and I've just begun to reallze
that I'm dead tlred. Rex or no Rex,
I'm afrakl I'd best say goodnight,
gentlemen.”

Returning to the aunditorium, Gra-
mont sought out his hosts and made
his farewells, although not "without
encountering some opposition, At
length he was free, he had obtalned
liis hat and coat, and as he pazsed out
of the bullding he again met Fell and
Ansley, who were finishing thelr cl-
gars at the entrance. He bade them a
final adieu and plunged loto the crowd.

It lncked half an hour of mldnight.
For a little, Fell and Doctor Ansley
stood talking, then tossed away thelr
cignrs and turned into the bullding.

They halted In the foyer before the
appearance of two men—Joseph Mail-
lard, looking extremely dgitated, and
behind him old Judge Forester, who

wore a distinetly worried expression
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

The reason a man scratches his
head when purzled bas never been
satisfactorily accounted for by stlen-
tists,




