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The relchstag bas declded to pro-
fong the term of Friederich Ebert in
the Qerman presidency until June 30,
1925. The vote for the extension was
314 1o 78,

The Terminal Rallroad assoclation
in Bt Louls has reemployed about
460 of its 600 union shopmen who
went on strike July 1, It was announc-
ed Thuraday.

Foreed into debit by the advent of
prohibition, according to ita offlclals,
the town of Grosa Polot, 1L, Tuesday
announced its city ball was for eale
and ndvertised for bids on L

The Japanese crofser Chikuma hos
been ordered to proceed to Viadivos-

tok at the request of the consul-gen-
eral thers, according to u cable dls-
paleh to the Nippu Jiji, Japaneee lan-
guage nawpaper in Honolulu

One thousand tons of food supplies
bhought by the Amerlean Red Cross
for the relief of SBmyrna refugees left
New York port Tuesday for Alhens.
Other shipments will be made as fast
ns salllngs for the near east can be
negotiated.

Undér the terms of the conventlon
concluded beween the Britlsh and
American governments in May, wiltul
deserters or wilful non-supporters of
minor or depéndent children are sub-
joot to extradition between the United
Slales and Cunada,

Overseas casunl detachment No, 49
of the American army of occupation
left Cobleny Monday night for Bréemen
to board the steamer America for
New York., The detachment com-
prises about 60 men, balng the first
to loaye not cottalning any war brides
or children.

The supreme court of the United
States will be asked to issue an order
< rostralning the government from en-
forcing the prohibition laws agalnst
teangportation of liguor on foreign
ghips touching at American ports and
on Amerlean ships outside of American
comstal walers,

The money spent for the reconstrue-
tlon of northern France devastnted
by the Germans In the great war Is
epliraly responsible for the deficlt of
tour billlon trancs In the French bud-
got for 1023, declored Maurice Dakan-
owrkl, budget reporter, to the cham-
ber of deputies, i

An enrthguake of “moderata inten-
gity," estimited to be abput §200
miles south of Washingon, 1. C. was
récorded Tuoeddny on the gelsmograph
nt CGoorgetown universily. Father
Tondoren, director of the obgervatory,
sild the tremors bogan at 4:94 P. M.
and continued until about §:30,

Informal communleations from the
five central Amaorican governments in-
vited by the Unlted States Lo mest in
conforence in Washington, D, C. In
Pecember for discussion of arms limi-
tation projects and other matters, in-
(leatéd enrly accoptance of the invi
tation and appointment of the five
delegations,

Datectives In Macon, Ga, Monday,
found that the altar had been convert:
od nto o bar. Through o broken
stained glasy window they saw & man
Hiting o glass of Nlgquor to his lips, the
officers sakl, ‘They rushed In and say
thoy selzed two Jugs of moonshine
whisky, hidden under what had been
the mourners’ beneh, Ono arrest wus
made.

“Foollsh and  vulgar display of
woalth,” is one of Ameriea’s greatest
problems, Blihop Franch MoConnell
of Pitsburg told the board of man-
agers of the Women's Home Misslon:
ary soclety of the Mothodist Eplscopal
chureh In annual conventlon here Mon
day afternoon. Bishop McConnell was
{nclined to blame women for much of

the digplay,

A modifieation of CGroat Rritain's
posltion regarding reparations, (ndieat.
e by Bir John Headbury st a meat-
g of the reparations commission
Tuosdny, will make It possible for the
commission to leave Parls for Baerlin
next Sunday with an unanimous allled
aigreemeont on what measures will be
imposed on Germany's Hoancial ad-
minlstration for the purpose of avert
Iug a total gollupse of that country.

ALLIES QUIT SIBERIAN R. R.

China Informed U, S, Is Concerned in/
Preservation of Road. [

Washington, D, C.—Withdrawal of |
allled troops from Siberia has been
followed by relinquished control of the
Chinese Eastern rallway on the part of
the Amerlean, British, French, Itallan
and Japanese governments through
thelr representatives’ on the inter-
allied committee at Viadivostok and
the techuleal board at Harbin,

Each of the five governments, it
was announced Monday at the state
department, has Instructed Its rep-
resentatives on the two commissions
to conclude their affalrs and imme-
dintely terminate further activities,
leaving future management of the
railway In the hands of its board of
directors.

It was recalled in conneotion with
the announcement that conslderation
had been given the Chinese Eastern
rallway question during the Washing-
ton copference and at that time sug-
gestions had been made to the Chinese
government that It would be advisable
for it to Invite the continued co-opera-
tion of the five nations In maintain-
ing and operating the rallway ng a
trust, pending re-establishment of a
recognized government In Russin and
i tinul disposition of the rallway's al-
falrs. Fallure of the Chinege govern-
ment to extend the invitation in ac
cordance with these suggestions, it
war indiented officially, had been fol
lowed by the allled action ns announc-
ol Monday.

Formal notification of the decislon
of this country to relinguish control
of the raflway, in company with the
four other governments, was contain-
ed In a note made public st the state
department and cabled to Minister
Schurman for dellvery to the Chinese
foreign office at Pekin.

This note made it plain, however,
that the Washington government roe-
affirmed “Itg cancern in the preservi-
tion of the Chinese Hastern rallway
with o view to its uitimate return to
those in Interest without Impairing
any exlsting rights as well ps its con-
tinued interest in the efficlent opera-
tlon of the rallway and Its mainten
ance 88 4 freo avenue of commerce
open to the cltizens of all countries,
without favor or diserimination.”

ITALY'S EX-REBEL
IS PUT IN POWER

Rome,—Benito Mussolini, the fas.
olstd leader, who triumphantly enterel
Rome Monday, hss undertaken the
government of the country with men
of his own gelection. He came to
Rome on the iuvitation of the king,
with whom he had a long audience,
after which he nameid his minlsters.

Prior to the selaction of his cabi-
not and directly after his Interview
with King Victorn Emmanuel, Mus-
dolinl, addressing the great crowds
from the balcony of the hotel, declar
efl with gredl emphasis:

“We have not accepted the form
of ministry, but have pecepted the
form of government.” |

He luld grent stress on the word
“government,” at which the erowds
cheerad,

YAnd,” he ndded, “ltaly will have
n government from noy on”

Mussolini then called upon the
erowd (o acelalm: “Long live the
King!™ “Long live Ialy!™ “Long ilve
the faseisti!”

The fact that the ex-revolutionlst,
now IHaly's premier, pluced the King
first, was cheered by the multitude

Wearing o« black shirt and show-
Ing traces of his long journey by
trafn and automobile, Mussolinl pre-
sented himself befora the king who
greeted him warmly, The sguare Iy
tront of the quirihal was filled to over
flowing and fuscigtl and regolars
joined in keeping order. His doparture
froin the palnce wias the pccaslon for
another enthusiastic demonstration,
the crowds falling in behind his auto-
mobile and marching to the Hotel
Savon where the faselstl were In full
chargo, no rogulars being visible,

365 Eggs Laid in Year,

Tacoina, Wash—Two world's rec
ords for egg laying have just boen
broken fn the third anoual contest
conducted by the western Washington
experiment station of the Washington
State college, It waa announceéd bore
Mondny night. The contest, conduet:
el al the station at Payallup, result-
ol In o White Leghorn pullet owned
by H, M. Leathers of Woodlanl,
Washi., layltg 365 oggs with a day to
go before the vear expired.

Missionary Is Seized.

Shanghal—A bandit army that loot-
eod and partly burned the town of |
Shangtsalhslon, provinee of Honan,
Saturday night. carrled off H E. Led
gard of the China Inland mission aed
other misslonary workers, according
to mdvices recelved hute from Hankow.

RAIL BOARD BANS
LIVING WAGE PLEA

Lines Would Be Ruined, lIs
Declaration.

PRESENT PAY JUST

Workers' Slogan Called Utterly Im-
practicnl and All Objections
Declared Answered.

Chicago—The public and railroad
groups of the Unlted States railroad
Inbor board, atincking the theory of
the "living wage" az a basis for de.
termining the wages of rallroad work-
ers, In an oplnlon made publiec SBun-
day night declarad that such a course

Yt carrled to its legitimnte conclusion

wreck rallrond in the
United States and, if extended to other

Industries, would carry them Into com.

would Bvery

munistie ruln."”

The opinion i the form of a re
jolnder to n dissenting opinlon filed
by A, O. Wharton, labor member, in
the recent deplsion increasing the
puy of maintenance of way employes
iwo cents an hour, declared that If

cmployes were granted n 72 to 76 cents

minlmum wage for common labor with
corresponding dilferentinlg for other
classes an increase of 1257 per cent
In the nation's rallrond wage bill
would be necessary. This, the opinion
suid, would add $3,112,052,387 to the
sungal payroll, bringing it to §56,689,
445,002, which would mean, it adds,
an unnual defleit to the carrlers of
$2,241,680,518,

Even If the 48-cent minimum wage
requested by maintenance of way
workers were granted and correspond-
{ng differentials were made for other
classes of employes, the opinfon sald,
an Increase of 5045 per cent in wages
would be necessary, adding §1,249,390,
994 to the annual wage bill of the
roads, bringing it up to $3,745,884,540,
thus forcing the carriers to ralse an
annual defleit of $478,078,125,

The phrase "living wage” was term-
ol In the oplnfon as "u bit of melll
fluous phraseology, well ealeulated to
decelve the unthinking."

“It the contentions were that the
board should establish a ‘living wage'
the majority would readily accede to
the propoesition,” the opinlon sald,
Yand, as 4 matter of fact, the board
in this instance, as in all others, has
granted a living wago.

“But the abstract elusive thing call-
od 'the living wnge', confessedly based
upon a makeshift and n guess, cannot
receive the sanction of this board,

| becatse it would be utterly impractical
tand wonld not be *Just and reasonable’

as the law demands."”

Mr. Wharton's dissenting opinion
and the supporting opinion In reply
weré attached to the formal declsion
inereasing the pay of malntenance of
way employes 2 cents an hour, estab-
lishing minlml ranging f{rom 25 to 37
cents.

The United Brothérhood of Mnain:
tenince of Way Employes and rall
way shop laborers held a strike order
affecting 400,000 men in abeyance last
July aftér the UVoard bhad reduced
wages pending a request for an In-
oreade based on the conténtion that
the cost of living had advanced and
wages In other Indusiries had been
ralsed.

Washington, D, C.—The Association
Agninst the Prohibition Amendment
announced Sunday night that it would
suppert 249 candidates for the sen-
ate and house who stood for a modl
fication of the Volstead a¢t to permit
the manufacture of lght wine and
beer, In o preliminary statement ten
days ago the assoctation Heted 202 ean-
didates. The, additional 47 are rune
ning In olght states; and the state-
ment said the association would “jm-
mediately get behind them."

Farmer, Aged 117, Dead,

Saskatoon, Sask. — News reached
hore Bunday of the death of Henry
Lorens, » farmer In Pleasantdale, at
the uge of 117. According to family
records, he was born In Austria May
9, 1806, Up to o year ago bo was a
heavy smoker, but the increased price
of tobacco caused him to stop, he sald.
He d1d the chores on his farm until a
few days before his death.

Prank Costs Boy's Life.
Omaha, Nob.—A Halloween prank
cost the life of BEdward Jasda, 17, Sat
arday night, He was electrocuted
when he attached a wire to a gate
which he and five companions carried
to a atreet Intersection and attempt:

Madam Ledgard and her child eluded
the marauders and escaped.

ed to I It from an are light
wire,
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It was nlmost durk when I had fin-
Ished the manuseript. It was written
on the top sheet of a still thick pad
of paper, and my Aogers falrly tingled
suddenly, to go on und cover those
unused white sheets—tell what hap-
pened next—tell the rest of the story:
not for the suke of the story—but for
my sake, It might help me. It might
muke things clearer, It might help to
Justify myselt in my own eyes, Not
~that I have auy doubts, of course

And the Way He Drew Her Into His
Arms and Kissed Her.

(about leaving Jerry, T wean), but that
when I saw It In black and white 1
could be even more convineed that 1
wus dolog what was best for him and
best for me,

8o 1 brought the manuscript down
to my own room, and this evenlug 1
have commenced to write, 1 ean't fin-
ish It tonight, of course, But T have
tomorrow, sod still tomorrow. (I have
s0 many tomorrows now! And what
do they all amount to?) And so VI
Just keep writing, us I have thme, till
I bring It to the end.

T'm sorry that It must be so sad and
sorry an end, PBut there's no other
way, of course, There can be but one
ending, as 1 e¢an see. I'm  sorry.
Mother'll be sorry, too, She doesn't
know yet. 1 hate to tell her. Nobody
knows—not éven Jerry hloiself—yet,
They all think I'm just making n visit
to Mother—and 1 am—till I write thut
letter to Jerry. Anidl then—

I believe now thnt T'll walt till I've
flulshied welting this, T feel better
then, My mind will be clearér, T'I
know more what Just the
effort of writing It down-—

Of course, If Jorry and I hadn't—

But this 1§ no way to begin. Like
the little Mary Marie of long ago 1 am
In danger of starting my dinner with
fce-crenm Instead of soup! And so 1
mwust begln where I left off, of course,
And that was st the wedding.

¥ remember that wedding ns 1f I
were yesterdoy, I con see now, with
Mary Marie's manuseript before me,
why Il made g0 greal nn lopression
upon me, It wahs a very qulet wed-
ding, of course—Just the members of
the family present. But 1 shail never
forget the fne, sweet loveliness of
Mother's  fuce, nor the splendid
strength and tendernéss of Father's.
And the way he drew her into his urms
and kissed her, aftor It wns all over—
well, T remember distinetly that even
Aunt Hattle choked up and bhad to
turn her back to wipe her eyes,
® They went awny nt once, first to
New York for a dny or twoe, then to
Andersonville, to prepare for the real
wedding trip to the other slde of the
world. 1 stayed In Boston at school

In the spring. when Fatlier and
Mother returtied, nmd we all went back
to Andersonville, there followed a long
period of Just happy girlthood, and 1
suspect 1 was too satisfied and happy
to think of writlug. After all, I've no
ticed It's wheén we're sad or troubled
over something that we have that tin.
glilng to cover perfectly good white
paper with “confesslons” and “stories
of my life,” As witness vight now what
I'm dolng,

1 hind just passed my sixtesnth birthe
day when we all came back to live lo
Andersonville. For the first few
mouths 1 suspect that Just the glory
nnd the wonder and Joy of lving in
the old home, with Father and Mother
happy logether, was enough to fill all
my thoughts, Then, ws school began
In the fall, I came down 10 normal 1y
Ing again, aud became a glrl—just &
growing girl In her techs

How pailent Mother wans and Fath.
er, tod! 1 can see how gently and
tactfully they helped me over (he
stones and stumbling blocks that strow
the pathway of every sixtern-year-old
girl who thinks because she bas
turned down her dressds and turnéd
ap ber bale, that she is grown up, and

10 suy.

can do and think and talk as she
pleanes.

It was that winter that T went
through the morbld perlod. Llke our
childhond's measles #nd whooplng
cough, It seems to come to most of
us—us women ohlldren. I wonder
why? Certaluly It came to me, True
to type I cried by the hour over fan.
rled slights from my schoolmates, and
brooded days at a time because Fath-
er or Motler “dldn't understnnd.” 1
questlionedl everything In the earth
beneath and the heavens abové; and
in my dark despalr over nn averted
glance from my most Intimate friend,
I meditated on whether life was, or
wis not, worth the living, with a pre
ponderance toward the latter,

Mother—dear mother!—looked on
nghast. She feared, I think for my
life; eertainly for my sanity and
morils,

It wns Father who came to the res-
cue. He poohi-poohed Mother's fears;
siild 1t was Indigestion that alled me,
or thut T was growing too fust; or per-
haps I didn't get enough sleep, or
needed, maybe, a good tonle, He took
me out of school, and made It a point
to pecompany me on long walks. He
talked with me—not to me—about the
birds and the trees and the sunsets,
and then about the deeper things of
Iife. untll, before I realized it, T wus
gune and sensible once more, serene
and huppy In the slmple fulth of my
childhood.

1 was seventeen, If I remember right-
Iy, when I becnme worried, not over
my heavenly estaute now, but my earth-
ly one, 1 must have a career, of
rotirse. No namby-pamby everyday ly-
Ing of dishes and dusting and menls
and bables for me. It was all very
well, of course, for some people, Such
things had to be, But for me—

1 conld write, of couras, but T wis
not sure but that I preferred the stage.

At the same time there was within me-

n deep stirring as of a call to go out
and enlighten the world, especlally
that portlon of It in dnrkeat Africn or
dendllest India, T would be o misslon-
ary.

Before T was elghteen, however, I
had abandonmed all this. Father put
his foot down hard on the misslonary
prajeet, and Mother put hers down on
the stage 1dea,

So 1 wrote storles—hut T dld not get
any of them prinsed in spite of my enrn-
oet efforts. In time, thevefore, that 1dea,
also, was abandoned; and with 1t re-
gretfully, the lden of enllghtening the
world at nlL

Besides, T had Just then (agaln If I
remember rightfully) fallen In love,

Not that (t was the first time, Oh,
no, not ot elghteen, when at thirteen
1 had begun confidently and happlly to
look for It! What & sentimental lttle
plece T was! Hew could they have
been so patlent with me—Father,
Mather, everybody!

1 think the first real attack—the
first that I consclously called love,
myself—wus the winfer after we had
nll enme bnek to Andersonville to llve,
I wius slstesn and In the high school.

1t was Paul Mayhew—yes, the same
Panl Mayhew that had defied his
mother and sister and walked home
with me one uight and Invited me to
go for nn mutomoblle ride, only to be
sent sharply about his business by my
stern, Inexorable Aunt Jane, Paul was
In the senlor clags now, and the hand-
somest, most admiréd boy In school,
He didn't eare for girls, That Is, he
sald he didn't. He bore himself with
n supreme [ndiference that was mad-
denlng, and that took (appurently)
no notlee of the fact that every girl In
school was & willing slave to the mere
nodding of his head or the beckonlng
of his hand,

This was the condition of things
when I entered school that full, and
perhaps for & week therenfter. Then
one day, very suddenly, and without
apparent reason, he awoke fo the fact
of my exlstence, Candy, flowers, books
—some one of these he brought to me
overy morning. All during the school
day be was my devoted gallant, dane-
Ing attendance every possible minute
outsitle of sesslon hours, and walking
home with me In the afternoon,
proudly carrylng my books. Did 1 say
“home with me"Y That Is not strictly
trye—he mlways stopped Just one
block short of “home™—one block
short of my gate. He evidently hadl
not forgotten Aunt Jane, and did not
mtend to take any foollsh risks! So
he sald good-by to me dlways at a
sufe digtance.

This went on for perhaps a week,
Then he asked me to attend a school
slelgh-ride and supper with him.

1 was wild with delight. At the
same time I was wild with apprehen.
slon. 1 awoke suddenly to the fact
of the existence of Futher and Mother,
and that thelr permisslon must be
guined. And I had my doubts—I had
very grave doubts. Yet It seemed to
me at that moment that I just had to
go on that sleigh-ride. That It was
the only thing in the whale wide world
warth while.

1 can remgmber now, ay if It were
vestordny, the way [ debated In my
mind as to whether 1 should ask
Father, Mother, or hoth together: and
it T should let It be seen how greatly
I desired to go, and how much It meant
to me; or If 1 should just mention It
as In passing, and take thelr permis
slon practionlly for granted

1 chose the latter course, and I took

4 time when they were both together.
At the breakfust table I mentioned
casually that the school wns to huve
a slelgh-ride and supper the next Fri-
day sfternoon and evening, and that
Paul Mayhew had usked me to go with
him.

A slelgh-ride, supper, and not
come home until evening?' erled
Mother, “And with whom, did you
say ™

"Punl Mayhew," I answered, I still
tried to speak casuslly; at the same
time T tried to Igdleate by volee and
manner something of the greéat honor
that had been bestowed upon thelr
daughter,

Father was [mpressed—plainly Im-
pressed; but not n. nil in the way 1
had hoped he would be. He gave me
n swift, sharp glanee; then looked
stralght at Mother,

“Humph! Poaul sfayhew! Yes, I
know him," he sald grimly. "And I'm
dreading the time wlhen he comes luto
college next year

“You mean—" Mother hesltated and
stopped,

“I mean I don't lke the company
he keeps—alrends,” nodded Father,

“Then you don't think that Mary
Marfe—" Mother hesltuted agaln, and
glanced at me,

“Certalnly not"
cldedly.

1 knew then, of course, that he
meant 1 couldn't go on the sleigh ride,
even though he hadn't suid the words
right out. I forgot ull about belng
casunl and {ndifferent and matter-of-
course then, I thought unly of show-
ing them how nbsolutely necessary it
wus for them to let me go on that
slelgh ride, unpless they wanted my
life forevermore hopelessly bllghted.

1 explained carefully how he was
the handsomest, most popular boy in
sehool, and how all the girls were just
crazy to be asked (p go anywhere
with him; and I argued what if Fath-
er had seen him with boys he did not
like—then that was all the more rea-
son why nlee girls Ilke me, when he
nsked them, should go with hlm, so ds
to keep him awey from bad boys, And
I reminded them oguin that he was
the very handsomest, most popular
boy In school; nnd that there wasn't
a girl T knew who wouldn't be crazy
to be In my shoes,

Then I stopped, nll out of breath,
and I can Imogine just how pleading
and palpitating 1 looked,

1 thought Father was golng to re-
fuse right awny, but I eaw the glance
that Mother threw him—the glance
that sald, “Let me attend to this,

suld Father de-

All During the School Day He Was My
Devoted Gallant

dear” [I'd seen that glance before,
several times, and I knew just what
It meant; so I wasn't surprised to see
Father shrug his shoulders and turn
awny ns Mother sald to me:

“Very well, dear. Il think &t over
and let you know tonight.”

But 1 was surprised that night to
have Mother say 1 could go, for T'd
about given up hope, nfter all that
talk mt the breakfast table. And she
said something else that surprised me,
too, Bhe sald she'd llke ro know Paul
Mayhew herself; that she always
wapted to know the friends of her
little girl. And she told me to ask
him to call the next evenlng and play
checkers or chess with me

Happy? 1 could scarcely eontaln
myself for joy. And when the next
evening came, bringing Panl, and
Mother, all prettily dressed as If he
were really, truly company, eame Into
the room and lked so beautifully to
him, T was even maore entranced. To
be sure, It did bother me a llttle that
Paul laughed so much, and so loudly,
and that he couldn't seem to find any-
thing te talk about only himself, and
what be was doing, and what he was
going to do. Some way, he had never
seemed llke that at school, And I
was afrald Mother wouldn't ke that,

(10 BE CONTINUED.)

Excuses are seldom of moment.




