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The Croats lave proclsimed an in-
dependent republic of Croatia and

named o ministry, says & dispatch to
Rome Tuesday from Barl, an Italiun
sea coast town on the Adrlatic. M.
Rediteh was named as preégldent,

Tha civil ceremony uniting in mar-
ringe ‘Misg Sully Beecher, nleca of
Huogh €. Wallaee of Tacoma, Wash,
ex-American ambassador to France,
and Count Jenn Bertrand de Luppe,
took plico I Parls Wednesdny after-
noon,

Tears came Lo the eyes of “Uncle
Joa" Cannon in' the house Monday as
members, referring to his 86th blrth-
doy, told of the regret occasloned in
congress by his  retirement next
March.

Two hundred resldents of West Dal:
lns, Texas, abandoned thelr homes
Tudsday and took refuge on nearby
hillsides from the waters of the rapid-
1y rising Trinlty river, which had
renched a stage of 40.9 feet.

The sennte went on an elght-hour
basls Tuesdoy in its struggle with the
turlft Bill, and word was gent around
by the republican leaders that there
wonld be night sesslons also, The
plan is for the senate to meet at 11
A. M. and remain In session until 10
or 11 P. M.

The oldest Uving apple tree in the
wost and posalbly the oldest in the
United States, now 96 years old, 15 In
full bloom aguin, This old tree is In
the lower part of Vancouver barracks.
A wire fence hns been bullt nround it
to keep out persons who might clip
off limhs for souvenirs.

Constance Talmadge, motion ploture
netrags, (led in the superior court ot
Los Angeles Tuesday a sult for dl-
vorce from John J. Tialoglou, “a na-
tive of Turkey, & subject of Greece nnd
o clgarotte manufacturer of New
York," according to tha complaint,
Bhe churges “eruel wnd Inhuman
treatment.”

Twenty-elght thoroughbreds valued
wt about $260,000 were burned to
death In a fire which destroyed the
racing stable owned
Johnson N, Camden and J. C
promivent broedor, at the Lexington
race track Toosday night, The fire
fu belioved to have besn caused by
Hghtning,

What are belleved Lo be fragments
of & mastodon's bones have been un-
oarthed by oil deitlers in Geay County,
aecording o reports af Wichita Falls,
Tox. The fragmaents wers found im-
bedded In dry vand and afe gald to
ba largo enough to Indicate they wore
part of a skeleton of a prechistorie
monster,

Plana for “Chlcago's City Temple,”
ns the colossal structure to boe erected
by the Mathodlst falth in the hoeart
of the city's great loop Is called, go
o apace, This unusual downtown

place of wornkilp will be bullt on the/

ruins of the old First Mothodigt Epls-
copnl chureh, wrecking of which will
begin soon, It Is announced,

In o detalled statement concerning
the prosegution of war fraud casea,
prepared ot the request of the presi
dent and transmitted Tuesday to the
house, Attorney General Daugherty
declared that examiuations so far com:
pleted disclosed in each lnstanoe “'sul:
flelent Indleation that n erime has
been commitied to warrant submitting
them to a grand jury.”

With the announced purpese of “giv
g the motor busses some real com.
potition,” the Grest Northern railway
bas purchasnd four gusollie motor
cars, ono or more obf which will be
put Into opesation on its branch lines
out of Spokane, Wash,, It s announced
Tho cars have each a capacity of 45
pusgengers, ho said, and trailers belog
bullt, will have a capacity of 60 pas
songers additional.

In urging ndoption of (he senate|

resolution calling for an lavestigation
of the alleged politlesl activities ol
the motlon pleture Industry, Rev. 8
Pattorsos Todd of Milwaukes, Wik,
declared Tueaday before a senate ju
dlelnry subcommittes huving the res
olution 1o charge, that congress ahould
rogulate the motlon pleture industry,
which he deseribed as the third larg:
et In the country.
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U. S. REJECTS INVITATION

Part in New Economic Conference at
The Hague, Declined.

Whashington, D. C.—The state de-
partment made public Monday night
the text of & message to Ambassador
Child at Genoa declining the Invita-
tion to participate in the new Euro-
pean economle comference at The
Hagus,

“This government," the American

communleation sald, “Ias unable to
ponelude that it can helplully partici-
pate In the meeting at The Hague, as
this would appear to be the contin-
uance under o different nomenclature
of the Genoa conference and destined
to encounter the same difficulties If
tha attitude disclosed in the Russian
memorandum of May 11 remains un-
changed.

"The inescapible and ultimate ques-
tion," the American note sald, “would
appeéar to be the restoration of pro-
ductivity in Russia, the essentinl con-
ditlons of which sre still to be se-
cured and must in the nature of things
be provided within Rusgia herselr”

The state department’s communicn-
tion sald the Amerlean governiment
"hns alwnys been ready™ to join other
governments in an ingualry by experts
into the economic sltuation in Russia
and the neccusnry remedy. Buch an
inquiry, it waos added, could deal ap-
propriately “with the economic pre-
requisites” for restoration of Russion
produetion, without which a sound
basis for credita would be lncking.

In concluglon the Ameriean com-
munleation renewed the offer to glve
gorjous attention to any “proposuls
fisulng from & Genon conference or
nny later conference,” but added thot
the suggestions for the meeting at
The Hague, In view of the Russian
memorandum of May 11, lacked “the
deliniteness which would make possi-
hle the concurrence of thls goyvern-
ment In the proposed plan,”

DISABLED VETERNS
GET MATERIAL AID

Project tralning or glving disabled
war veternns n start on thelr own
Innd, & new way of rehabilitation, is
proving very popular among former
gorviee men and women this spring
and promised 10 be the most sucoess.
ful means of making Injured veterans
peonomleally Independent, according
to L. €. Jessoph, northwest distriet
munager of the Veternns' Burenu,

A total of more than 200 veterans
have slready tnken up work on their
own projects, Over 600 of the 3300
triluees in this district are training to
follow agricultural pursuits, It was an-
nouneed, Compensation of §80 to
$100 o month puid project trilneds ne-
gluts them materinlly In paying for
thelr lund und establishing themeelyes
on small forms, Tralning of this kind
Is especknlly fitted for middleaged
people, veterans with 1ittle education
and men with large tamilles,

The new hospitad for tuboercular vel
erans of the Paciflc Northwest was
oponed ot Walls Walla, Wash,, Moy
10, Instructions have been recelved
at Heattle disirict offfee that 50 vet-
arang be bospltalized ot the Walla
Walla institution before June 1. Vel
erang of Portland first objected to
having' thele tuborcular patients re.
moved to Walla Walls but this matter |
lins boen sottled to the satisfaction of |
all concerned and Portland veterans |
suffering from the disease will soon
be transforred to 'Walla Walla.

Offielal announcement was made
that the velerans' hosplials of the
worthwest district, including Coshman
ut Tacoma, Portland No, 77 and the
Bolse hospital, have been transferrod
from the U. 85 Publle Health depart-
ment to the Veterans' Bureau.

White Swans Fly North.

Portland —A fock of white swans
flylng low ulong the river northward
Mt Waverley golf conrse SBunday alter
noon prosentod a sight that was, much
sdmired by players at the club, 'The
bhirda were scarcely 200 feet above
e river, suld one who saw them, and
thele white feathers shinlng In the

sun made a striking pleture.

White swaus are sald to be wery
rare In the vielnlty of Portlamd., Sune
day’s flock, easily counted, numbered
55, The birds flew lke geess, ln the|
form of an arrow, and thalr appoar
Atce In the aky was reganlad as com-
plete assurance of the passing of win-
ter,

Beauty Alds Enrage Dad,

Chicage—Bobbed halr and rouge
ware w0 Hatoful to Joseph Tagllarl that
when his 1%yearold daughter ox-
pressed o deaire to adopt thewm os
beauty alds ho broke her nose and
blackened her eye. “What Is your idea
of a perfect daughter! "One who
nevor gobs to shows or amusements, |

FRANGE PLEADS FOR
U. 5. PARTICIPATION

Appeal Made Through Ameri-
can Ambassador.

GENOA IN DEADLOCK

French, With America Represented,
Would Agree to Russia's Pres-
ence on Commingion,

Genoa.—France has nppealed to the
United Stales to participate in the

proposed international commission to
Investigate the Russian situation, The
American ambassador, Richard Wash-
burn Child, informed the Associnted
Pross Sunday night that such a pro-
posal had been submitted to him by
the French delegation.

The umbassador understood that the
Prench proposul suggests that the
United States, if the invitation is ac-
cepted, would have & dominhut voice
in the action of the commission, but
would not be bound by her acceptance
to any decislon of the commission
which she dld not approve. If the
United States sccepts, France would
ngree Lo the Rusziang belng repre-
sented in the commission,

Premiler Lloyd George and M. Bar
thou were In private conference for
two hours, apparently without rench-
ing an agreement for solving the
Anglo-French deadlock on the plunsg
to continue the discussion of the Rus.
glin problem. The sub-commission on
Rusalan affairs also met and argued
for more than three hours without
dafinite results.

Alter the meeting of ths subcom-
misslon 8ir Edward Grigg, secretary
to the Britlsh prime minister, sald
there had been progress but gave no
definite explhpation of its nature, The
French and British delegations, he as.
gerted, were well on the road to an
agreement but nothing definite was
renchied, Accounts of the meating by
members of other deleégutions, how-
eyer, give little indication that & com-
promise I8 any nearer.

The Russipns have nnnounced that
they will not aceept any plan exclud-
Ing them from the discussions, On
one thing all the delegations agree—
the Inviting powers, the little entente
and the Baltle entente 45 well a8 the
noutrnls—namaly, that somehow the
United States must be Induced to par-
ticipate in the mixed commission.

France i still unwilling to have
Russinns sit with the mixed commis-
slon digcussing Russisn finunces, but
suggestions have been made that a
speclal commission of Russian experts
be formed which may be called In by
the mixed commission when It desires
Information.

Again the Ruzslans declure they will
not accept any such plan, as that
would not be dealing with them on an
equality basle, and It la difficult for
the delegations to fhid any plan ap-
pealing to both the French and Hritiah
and yet not offensive to the Russians,

QUEEN OF RUMANIA MAY
VISIT AMERICA BOON

Bucharest.—Queen Marie of Ru-
manin may forego her coronntion this
fll, In order to wigit the United
States, Since the signing of the arm-
lstlee, the guecon hns been planning
to go to the Unlted SBtates, but press-
ing affaire 0 her own country and the
expenses of the long land and ocedn
Journey have deterrod her, Now In-
vitatlons from friends and petitions
from women's clubs and clvie socle
ties are pouring in on her go fast that
she finds it difficult to resist them.

While the queen has not received
an official lnvitation from President
Harding, It s known that the Amerl
can government would welcome and
entertain her, The Rumanian govern:
ment, however, would prefer that the
queen  recelve o formanl Invitation
from the White House In order that
thero might be no mistake concerning
her status. Marie has not yot set any
date for her departure, but her friends
are urging her to postpone her cor
onation with King Ferdinand which is
#ob to take place in Transylvania, and
start for New York, after she has ful-
filled o few European courl engage
ments.

Lincaln Neminator Dead,

Spokans, Wash.—One of Lincoln's
nominators, John W, Souther, former
Iy of Corvallls, Or, died here Sunday,
87 yoears old.

He waa & delegate from Oregon to
the natlenal republican convention in
Baltimore in 1864, when Lincoln was
nominated for a second term, accord:

but atays at bomeo and does the work." | ing to his daughter, with whom he

he replied.

T don't agroe with you,” | had made hls home here for 21 years,

sald the judge as ho Imposed o $100|He was one of the flrst to open o

fine,

drug store In the northwest.
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“A minute, mater,” he sald softly.
“Just a minute! I've seen Tony De-
von's father., There! Now sit down,
old lady, while I tell you something.
Ry says the only wey Is to kidnap her
bodily and force her to marry the
mun he promised her to” the boy ex-
plained, "What do you think of
that?"

“Panl would kil him," gnsped Mrs,
Curtls, her eyes taking on an expres-
slon of fear,

“He won't have a chance If Devon
works out hls present scheme,” re-
plied Reggie, “but you and Kathle
have to belp us

In the terror that overtouk bher,
Mrs, Curtls shook her head.

“T don't want wnything to do with
it," she objected, wobbling In tears
“wWe'tl lose our home. Puul and John
would turn us out. They've threat-
ened to many & time!"

“Well, when I assure you our be-
loved cousing won't know suything
about It, not even ufter It's over,
won't you try to help us?' querted the

“Ry Says the Only Way Is to Kidnap
Her Bodlily."

young man. “Now, If it goes through
all right, you cuteh Cousin John on
the rebound, and Kathie'd be sure to
rope In Phil"

“What Joy that would be!" ejacu.
lated Mrs, Curtls. “What about it?

Then Reggle told her, In very low
tones, the plan they had concorted

“You talk it over with Kathle" he
advised, llghting n clgarette, “and
you'll have to see Devon about the
money.” s

ST'I get It for hlm If T have to sell
my Jewels and Kathie's too" prom-
Ised the woman, her eyes sparkling In

antlelpation, *I'll go and tell her
right away.”
Meanwhile, all unconsclous thamt

Urinh Devon had been released from
prison and wax conspiring agninst
her, Tounnibel Devon was enlering
heart apd sonl Into the Salvation
Army work with Phillp, Each eve
ning she went with lim to headquar-
ters whete her fresh, young volce nnd
her kindlingss drew moany a poor soul
for comfort and courage.

One week after Heginald Curtis
hnd confided hils secret to his moth-
er, and alie had told It over agaln In
whispers to Knatherine, at an hour
when the Pendlebaven brothers were
absent, Uriah Devon ecame quletly to
the house. Reggle met hiny and took
bim (mmediately to Mrs, Curtls' room.

Urlah paused embarrnssedly before
her, made a curt bow and twisted his
eap between his fingers,

“R]it down, Ry, Invited Reggle.
“Now tell my mother how you are go-
Ing to earry this thing out™

Uriah sat on the edge of a chalr,

“1 aln't goin' to do anything, or toll
what I'm goln' to do, til 1 get the
money,"” be sald crisply. “I've got to
hive flye thousand dolinrs firse”

“Five thousand dollars, old lady"
grinned Reggie, turning to his wother,
“Tou'll lave to congh wp, , . .,
Now, for Gol's sake, don't cry! Dig!™

“I'l need the whole five thousand
to get 'er away, and ta keep ‘er after
I get 'er. She'd come stresnkin' back
it 1 don't rope 'er up'

“TN got the money for you tomor
row,” sighed Mrs, Curtls, wiping her
eres, “and you mustn't come here
when my cousins are home" She re
lapsed Into silence snd then added:
“I warn you sgalust—agninst Phillp
MacCuyley too”

- . L] - . L L]

Afrs. Curtls had boen sll eyes and
eurs for even the slightest happening
In the Pendlehuven home, since she
bad nlmost stripped her jowelbox
and Katherine's to get the mooey
Tony's futhor demanded, Now she
had 1t tucked sway, rendy to dellver
I1t, but as the thme went by and she
had no chance to send for Urlah to
come for his danghter, she began to
give up hope that the house would
ever be rid of the presence which was
A constant thorn In her flesh. But it
does seem that sooner or later Fate
plays the lucky cards Into the hands
of the undeserving, and so It hap

pened in the case of the conspirators
against Toonibel Devon. Like all

By GRACE MILLER WHITE

things walted for, the opportunity
came one duy while the family was at
dinner.

Phillp MacCauley entered In great
excitement,

“You look as If you had swallowed
the sun, my dear lad," smiled Doetor
Paul,

“I've got to go away, flushed the
boy, laughing, “and I won't go slone.”
He pguzed meaningly ot Tonnibel
"Pardon my rushing In this way, but
—but T want Tony to go with me"

Mrs, Curtls flashed him a dark look
He rarely pald her, or her frowning
daughter, any attentlon nowndays, =0
he dld not notice that a pellor settled
an Kathering's face, or thut her fork
fell from her llmp fngers to the plate
The mother saw her davghter's mental
distress, however, und studled the
young man's face, gronning to herself,
He had grown so manly nnd handsome
In the past two vyears, and he wes
the one person she desired for her son-
In-lpw, He was rich, too, which only
added to his stiractiveness,

“You might expiain a little more,
my boy," Doctor John spolke up In &
deep volee,

An embarrassed
Philip's lips.

“There fsn't any secret about It
he answered. “I'm golng abroad for
the Salvation Army for a yeuar, longer
perhaps, and It would be too much to
ask me to go all by mysel,”

Lines appeared between Doctor
Panl's brows, At lust the day had
come when he must glve up the girl
who had taken a rare place among
those he held dearest. He noticed
with a quick sigh that Tony's eyes
deepened softly, and her red lips were
parted In a smlle,

“It'H hurry up our marrlage a -
tle,” Philip contlonued, “but—but—"

The sound of a chalr seraping back
from the table broke off lhis state-
ment,

“Then we'll adjourn and talk It
over,” remarked Doctor John., *“You
ask a mighty big thing, Phll, when
you demand our ltte girl without
more warnipg,"

“Little girl,” sneered Mrs, Curtis,
after the four had left the dining
room, It happened, much to her sur
prise, that Dector John sought her
out within the hour,

“Those children have won Paul and
me over, Sarah"” he sald a lttle
grimly. “They're golng to be married
a week from today. It won't be much
trouble to prepare the house, will it?
You needn't make u fuss, It be
very qulet. Tony can buy everything
she needs In New York on her honey-
moon."

In the rage that avertook her, Mrs.
Curtis wished the speaker deud at
her feet.

“The house lso't mine, Cousin
John," she sald muliclodsly, “but, of
conrse, T'll do what 1 eun, although
Katherine isn't at all well, 1 fear the
child Is golng to be {IL"

Doctor John found EKatherine with
bher eyes dull snd heavy, preseribed
for her, and, before leaving the room,
announced :

“Paul and I are golng over to Syra-
cuse tomorrow afternoon to muke g
few purchases, but we'll be back on
the night train. Stay lo bed, Kathle,
until morplog, mand you'll be all
right.”

The moment he had disappeared,
Katherine sprang up,

*“Tomorrow they're golng awny!
You heard, you heird, mother? she
eried. "Now then, whers's Reggle?"

"Darling," wdviged Mrs, Curtls,
moved to tears by her daughter's dis-
tress, "1 have a premonition! We'd
better not Interfers at all. Oh, child,
It you eould only get your mind off
that boy! He lsu't worthy of a love
like yours, We've got a nice home—"

“Niee home!™ hurled back Kath-
erine, wildly, “Nice howe! Look what
she's got! Just think of her and then
of me! Oh, God, that such misery
could be In the world! T'll never for-
give you, mamima, |f you don't keep
your promise fo me"

“Don't say that, darling, don't"
groaned Mes. Curtie.  "T'll see yvour
brother, and who knows" she bright-
ened and smiled through her tears;
“who knows but what that horrid girl
will be gone by tomorrow night?

laugh fell from

CHAPTER XV
In the Balance,

Reginadld Brown and Urish Devon
were seated In close conference along
the path that led to the Dirty Mary,
Reginald had rehearssd all he had
learned from his mother,

“Unless we do 1t tonight, Ry, sald
he, “It's all up. What do you say?”

Urlah broke off a biade of grass
and drew it with a squeak through
his crooked teeth,

"We'll get the kid” he snarled,

“Mother's awful worrled, though”
Reggle continued, “hnt I told her, ‘No
risk no gain and I'd go & long ways
on the road of risk to get Tonnlfel
Devon.”

"Well, we'll get ‘er” monotoned
Uriah, with a furaway look In his
bloodshot eyes,

“After I'm married to her,” took op
the boy, “you'll tell me who she I
eh?

“Ten" renlled Urtah

"I'm eoln'’

it el
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The Shadow of the Sheltering Pines

A New Romance of the Storm Country
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down to the scow now. Good-by, and
be sure to tell your mother to put up
the sign we spoke of If everything's
clear for me to butt In."

Edith Devon looked up from the
boat deck as her husband approached,
He sat down on the bench beside her,
u grizzly spille on hig fuce,

“Ede," he asked, “seen any change
In me lately?

“Yes, I have,” she returnedc “You
pin't boozin' hnf so much, and you've
been kinder und better-liearted to
me."

“Mebbe it's because I've got re-
liglon,” Urlah explained. “Religlon
makes n man repent of all his cossed
dets, I'm sorry now, BEde, for the
way I've treated you aod the kid"

He couldn't huve uttered words
more welcowe to Edith Devon. For
the first time in years, she leaned her
hend agulost him, It took some efort
on the man's part not to shove her
aWny.

“And mutters hoave took s mighty
big change In the last two days” he
continued. “Ede, 1 know, for years
you been worryln' your life out sbout
Toeny. 1 fixed It up

Mrs. Devon was on her feet nlmost
before the last words fell from her
husband’s 1ips.

"How fixed
gasped,

“Now don't get punleky If T tell you
something” Urluh cautloned her, sly-
{y, “but I went to Pendlehaven and
told him I copped the kid, nnd not
you, and I says: 'Mr. Pendlehaven,
you've had 'er for two yeurs, and she's
your brat. Now keap 'er!"

Edith fell back on the bhench as If
the man had dealt her a blow,

“The kid's awful fond of you," he
continued Impressively, “and I up
and told 'er you was livin', and to-
night you're goin' to see 'er.

“She's gom' to get warrled to n
rich young feller," he weut on, “Aln't
you glad, Bde?"

Wasn't she glad! No words could
express Edith's feellngs at that mo-
ment, How many tlmes her heart
had ached for a sight of the pretiy
child she'd bad so many years

“Didn't Pendlehaven say nothin®
about gending us up for It?" she asked
timidly,

“Not & thing,” retorted Urlah, “Not
by u d—d sight, he dldn't] He was
too glad to know Tony waus his, to
mnke gny fuss, Anyhow, she wouldn't
let ‘lm. Why, my God! That little
kld kissed me!"

Edith exclaimed in delight.

“T've told you more'n once, Uriah"
she gald, leaning agalnst him again,
“Pony'd llke you If you'd let ‘er,
When we goln' to see 'er, Ry1"

“Oh, after a while," sanid he. “After
supper! She's awful busy gettin' rendy
for a swell blowout. Lord, but she's
pretty 1"

“She always was that" wnswered
Edith, und she fell into a deep revery,

Unobgerved by his wife, Urinh De-
von made ready to leave the Dirty
Mury for some weeks. So absorbed
wns Edith In her thoughts that she
piid no heed to her husbhand's sly we-
tlons, He knew they would not dare

it up, Niah?" she

to return to the bont with Tony untll
nfter she hod been forced to marry
Hegioald Brown.

Uriah would glad-

It Tock Some Effort on the Man's Part
Not to Shove Her Away.

Iy have abandoned his wife forever,
but In making his plans, had foresesn
that, If they met with much opposl-
tion from Tonnibel, the woman, un-
der his threats, could handle her, At
nine o'clock they started for Ithaca,
Urlah carrying s muall black bag, and
In his pocket his revolver,

They entered Pendlehaven place
through the service gate, and, when
they passed the garage, the man ne-
tieed with satisfaction that Reginald's
attomoblle wis standing ready for
use. (lose to the mansion, he placed
Wiz wife ont of sight under a rose
bush.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Paradexical,
“John has such A Queer untipathy.”
“How soT i
“He has rooted disitke to potted

plants”
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