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WORLD HAPPENING
OF CURRENT WEEK

Brief Resume Most Important
Daily News ltems.
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Events of Noted Pﬁpie.ﬂovnm
and Pééific Northwest, and Other
* Things Worth Enowing.

—
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Six man conv lcted of baving , vio-
jated the California syndicalist law

were septenced Tueaday to serve from
one to 14 years in Sun Quentin prison.

Vilhfilmur Stefansson, Arctle ex-
piorer, announced from Kansas City
Tuesday night that a party be had
sent from Nome, Alaski, to Wrangel
island, about 100 miles north of Siber-
ia, to establish & base for what he sald
would be a huge Britlsh exploring par-
ty Into the north, had srrived safely
at its destination.

The voleano Bulusan, In Sorsogon
provipee, Is in eruption, mecording to
reports recelved in Manlla, P, 1. Tue
voleano Is pouring ont n column.pf
vapor and sshes and Jeaviog a depoalt
of ashes several Inches decp over sur-
rounding teérritory.

The death Monday night of Mrs. J.

W. Les, wife of & Banwell county,|

South Carolina planter, was the fourth
in the family within the past week #4s
a result of an alleged polsoned well
on the farm. Mr, Lee was reported
in a eritical condltion.

The treaty of peace between Austrin
and the United Btates bécame effective
Tuesday with the exchange of ratifi-
catlons by the two governments be-
tween Austrian Chancellor Sehober
and Arthur Hugh Fratier, Amerlcan
commissioner in Vienna

Mrs, Emma C. Bergdoll, who hus
beenordered to vacate "Bergdoll cos-
tle,” which tho government maintning
{8 owned by her son, Grover O, Berg-
doll, draft evader, has sant the gov-
ernment & b1 for $10,000 n year for
her services ns caretaker.

Approprintion of $16,200,000 as a
loan to continue development of nu-
thorlged reclamation projecls was pro-
posed In & bl introduced Monday by
Senator MeNary, republican, Oregon.
He and other western senators sald
funds were nooded urgently.

The eérs of high shoe prices 18 prace
tleally ended nnd In the near future
good shocy ¢an be purchased for §3.50
and $4, 1. Q. White, president of the
1. N, White Bhoe compuny of Bridege
wator, Mass, told the state board of
conclliation and arbitration Tuesday.

Known casunltles In Kentueky's
electjon Tuesday night stood at 11
dead and eeven wounded, Beven men
word killed in two affrays in Breathitt
county; 8 man and p woman were
wounded in Loulaviile, and one man
waoi killed and two others serlously
wounded in BEstill eounty.

Three bard roeck workmen at the
Houser construction eamp on the John
Day highway, Oregon, between May-
ville and Condon, were killed by a
premature blast of glant powider at 10
o'clock Monday. Only one of the bodles
was found. It had bech blown 200
yards from the sogne of the explosion.

The American Leglon soldier honus
bill passed the senate In Jefferson
City, Mo, late Tuesdiy by unanimous
vote of the 28 senatora present and
wig taken to the house and given Ns
first reading there, The measure pro-
vides for the Issuanee of $10,000,000 (n
bonds to cover cash payments to for-
mor service meén and was authoriaed
at the last genernl eloction.

The Pekin government has taken
stops to recognize all Its forelgn obll-
gations and to [nsure prompl payment
of all {ts forelgn lonns, It was stited
in an official reply Tuesday to the
recent message from Charles Evans
Hughes, Amoerioan seorolary of stale,
calling attention to the serlous situa
tion ereated by China's fallure to meet
her overdue loan of the Continentnl &
Commerclal Trust & Savings company
of Cllengo.

With ofders to shoot Lo k1D If neces-
sary 0 prevent mall robberles, 1000
marines were ordered to duly Tues
day s guards of mall tralus and
trucks and at poatofffeca In 15 citles
The men will bo armed with plstols
and sawed-off shot guns, Postmaster
General Hays announoed after a con
ference with Major-Getieral Lejoune,
commandant of the marine corps. The
marines are to be replaesd oventually,
ha mid, by n special foree recrulted
W the postal service.
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ENGLAND ACCEPTS IN PART|

Elastic Replacement Program for Nav-
ies Is Said to Be Desired.

Washington, 1. C.— Great Britain

Mouday announced lts acceptance in
principle o! the American proposals
for Jimitation of naval armament. The
woceptance, as It will be lald before
the conference, will be based on what
are deseribed as “certaln definite mod-
Itleations.”

Japan's acceptance, “in principle™ at
Ieaat, has been forccust by statements
by Baren Admiral Kato and others of
the Japinese delegation.

Great Britaln's stand contemplates
an alteration of the plan in several
{mportant detulls,

Great Britwin's reservations are sub-
stantially described this way:

Instead of a flat ten-year holiday,
Greut Hritaln wants the replacement
programme to be an elastie one—
apread over a perlad of years.

Gireat Britain would like to see the
submarine outlawed from naval war
fure. Falling this, she wants to aee
thele tonnags and squipment distinet-
ly limited. She feels that the sule
mersible (leets allowed by the Amer
jean programme are too great. She
las never had so large a submorine
fleat as the proposals would allow her.

The United Stutes, Great Britain
feels, would hnve her at o disadvant-
age In alrplane-carrying ships, under
the American proposals, because,
while Great Britain hag an equipment
of these eraft, the United Sthated would
dive to bulld new the number allotted.
They would be of luter design and of
superior improvements, while DBritish
ghips woull he obsoleta,

Creag Brituln wants the replacement
progr¥mme spread over a period of
yours, because, British naval experts
argue; the programme could be carried
on with & smull equipment of building
plant at a small geale, probably a ghip
at o time, If s flat ton:year holiday
were to be declared, they say, facill-
tles for moaking a wholesile reploces
ment after ten years would liive to be
kept In organiezation, and, although
great floate of warships might be con-
glgned to the junk pile, facilities for
réplacing them still would exist.

Such a programme, the British naval
experts say, does not go to the root
of the question. Therefore they will
propose that, for instance, a one-ship
productign equipment be left to each
nation t§ it in with n replacoment
progruomme extending over a period
uf years, and that the immense prop-
artles, equipment, technical staffs und
other organization which would have
to by kept In readiness to take up a
replicement programme [n ten years
be dispensed with,

SCRAPPING TO COST
U. S. $500,000,000

Washington, In C—~Actual cost to
the United Stiteg for the serapping of
the present naval bullding programme,
uaval officlals estimated Mondny,
would be between $400,000,000 and
500,000,000, exclusive of any salvage
plan.  Inhis statement to the confer-
ence Secretary Hughes sald that the
work already done had cost $330,000.
000, but these Cfgures do not include
vouts Incldent to abandonment of the
Ellps under constriction.

Assletont Secretury Woosevelt said
that the American progromme would
save the govornment about $200,000,
000 tn navel expenditures, The figure
i the difference between the total
cost of completion of the ships, ahout
£600,000,000, and what serapplng would
cost, Included 4n the serapping costs
are allowances for reimbursement of
contractors for work they have been
compelled to do in thelr yards in prep
aration for building the huge craft.

There is no intention by the goverp.
ment to stop work on the new ships
until an agreement nctually Is resched
by the conforence and ratified by the
governments,

Army Transport Raided.

sian Franclsco.—A enstoms rald on
an army (ransport was wade Monday
for the firat time In the history of the
port, aceording to oustoms officinls,
who gathered in 134 bottles of lguor
concoaled in-doubled walls of the en.
gineers’ quarters on the traoaport
Logan on (s prrival from the far east
Helzares on the Logan and two Stand-
ard OIl compuny tankers netted more
thun $11.000 worth of lquor, customs
officinla said.

Diplomats Dodge Post.

Berlin, — The question of German
diplomatio representation at Washing
ton is atill unsettled, the cabinet not
yet boing able to find an eligible pol
Welan willlng to undertake the ex-
pensn it the present rate of exchange.

A cabinet officlal Baturday permit-
ted the Inference to be drawn that the
Wirth government still hopes that
Washington will dispense temporarily
with the naming of a foll-fledged am-
bassador,
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0 GURB NAVIES

Conference Delegates Stunned
By. Drastic U. S. Plan

e

10-YEAR HALT URGED

Reduction Would Be Started Within 3
Months After Agreement—Hughes
Gives Out Programme.

Whashington, D, C.—More drastic and
farrenching than the most ardent ad-
vocate of dissrmament dared hope,
America’s proposals were suddenly
laid before the arms conference Satur-
day at its first sesslon by Secrelary
Hughes,

A ten-year naval holiday is the pro:
posal, and the United States, Groat
Britain and Japan shall scrap 66 cap-
itel ships ageregating 1,878,043 tons.

Within three months after the con.
clusion of an agreement, the United
Stutes would have 18 capital ships,
Great Dritain 22 and Japan 10. Ton-
nage of the three nations, respectively,
would be 500,660, 604,450 and 289,7T00.

Ships whon 20 years old might be
replaced and the raplacement scheme
is 500,000 tons for the United Btates,
500,000 tons for Great Britain and
200,000 tons for Japan. No replace-
ments could exceed 35,000 tons,

The United Btates would serap 30
capital ships, nggregating 943,740 tons;
Great Brituin 19, aggregating 583,376
tons, and Jupan'17, aggregating 448.
028 tons,

The figures include old shibs to be
serapped, ships building or for which
material has been nssembled.

Characterized by Baron Kato, chlef
Japanese delegate, as “very furreachs
Ing," but prabubly sultahle as a hasls
for discussion, and by Mr, Balfour,
head of the Brititsh delegation, us “a
statesmanlike utterance, pregnant with
infinite posaibilities and most hopeful
of satisfuctory results,” the American
proposal, concrete and detailedl, fell on
the opening moments of the great con-
lerence like a hombshell, Foreign del-
egiutes wore stunned,

The principal features of the Ameri-
can plan propose:

That for not less than ten years
competitive naval bullding conse as
between Great Britain and the United
States and Japan,

That all .¢apital ships building or
planned be serapped and & few récent-
Iy placed in the water be destroyed
within three months of ratification of
the agréement,

That the older ships alzo be destroy-
ed, reducing the  British force to 22
battleships, the Amerlean to 18 and
the Japanese to 10, each ship to be
retiined belng named,

That durlng the agreement no cap-
ltal eraft be lald down except under a
detalled réplacement scheme inclided
in the proposal which would provide
for ultimate equality of the British
and American fleets and for a Japan-
ose force at 60 por cent of the strength
of either of the two. :

That all other naval craft be simil
larly provided for in the samd ratio,
specific figures for aggrogate jtonnage
In each class being lald down.

That naval alreraft be disregarded
in the scaling down processes as a
probléem Incapable of solution owing
to thie convertibillty of commercial air-
craft for war purposes.

Thit no naval bullding be under
taken [n any of the threo countries on
foralgn account during the agreéement

That no capital ships herealter laid
down exceed 35,000 tons,

That the life of a battleship shall
be fixed at 20 years and that ships to
be raplaced be destroyed before the
replacement vessel Is more than three
months past complotion.

That no  battleship replneemenl
whatever bo undertaken for 10 years
from date of the agreament.

That no combat oraft ‘be hcquired

except by construction.and noue bed

80 disposed of that it might beoome
part of another navy.

Church Support Urged,

Atlantie City, N. J—The execoutive
commission of the Presbyterian gen.
oral assembly was urged by Dr, Robert
Brown, genoral pecretary of the bhoard
of forelgn missfons, o support the
Washington conference. He also mhde
a plea for $5,824,000 to earry on the
work of the board next year. .Dr. H:
C. Swearlngen of 8t. Paul, tho moder
ator, expressed doubt about the ag
grogate budget's reaching the total of
last year, $12,000,000,

CHAPTER IV.
—1F

Snowbird felt very glad of her iIntl-
mate, accurate knowledge of the
whole region of the Divide. In her in-
fancy the winding tralls hnd been her
playground, und long ago she had ac-
fquired the mountalueer's sixth sense
for traversing them at night. She had
need of that koowledge now.. She
slipped Into her free, swinging stride;
and the last beams from the windows
of the house were soon lost In the
pines behlnd her, It was one of those
silent, breathless nights with which
no mountuinesr s entirely unacqualnt.
e, and for a long time the only sound
she conld bhear was her own &bft
tenmp In the ploe needles, The trees
themselves were motionless, That
pecullur sound, not greatly different
from that of running water which the
wind often makes In the ploe tops,
was entirely Incking. Not that she
could he deceived by It—as storles
tell that ecertain tenderfeet, dving of
thirst In the barren hills, have been,
But she always lked the sound;: and
she missed 1t especlolly tonlght.

She felt that if she would stop to
listeri, there would be many falot
sounds In the thickets—those lHiple
hushed nolses that the wild things
make to remind night-wanderers of
their presence, But she dld not In
the least care to heur these sounds
They do not tend toward pesce of
mind on a tong walk over the ridges

The wildernesa  began  at  once,
Whatever Influence toward clviliza-
tlon her father's house had brought to
the wilds chopped off as beneath a
blade In the first feinge of pines. This
I8 altogether characteristie of the Ope
gon foresls. They are much too blg
and too old to be tamed In any large
degree by the presence of one house,
No one Lnew this fact better than
Leénnox Wimself who, In.a hard win-
ter of four years before, had looked
out of his window to find the wolf
puck ranged In o hungry elrele about
his house, Within two bundred yards
after she bad passed through her fa-
ther's door, she was perfectly nware
that the wild was stirring and throb-
bing with Ufe about her. At first she
tried wery hard to think of olher
things. But the altempr wasn't en-
tirely n suceess. And béfore she had
covered the first of the twelve miles,
the sounds that from the first had
been knocking at the door of her con-
sclousness begnn to make an entrance,

If a persen lles still long enough, he
.onn usually hear his heart beatlng
und the flow of his blood In his
nrterles, Any sound, no matter how
fulnt, will mnke ltself heard at last.
It wae this way with o very peculine
nolse that etept up thriugh the stlence
from tha trall  behind  her,  She
wouldn't give It any heed at first. Dat
In a very Htde while Indeed, It grew
s0 Insistent that she could no longer
disregard It

Some living cresture was troiting
along oo the trull behind, keeplng ap-
proximately the same distance be-
tween them,

Foregolng any attempt to 1gnore It
she get her cool young mind to think-
Ing what manner of beast it might be,
1t& step wits not greatly different from
that of a large dog—except possibly a
dog woulil bave mnde siightly more
noled, Yet she eoulin't even be sure
of thls basie premise, because this
animal, whatever It might be, hnd at
first seemingly moved with utmost
cauntlon, but now took less care with
Its step than s ctstomary with the
wild denlzons of the woods, A wolf,
for lnstance, can simply deift when it
wishies, and the slience of a cougnr 1s
a name, Yot unless hor pursuer were
n dog. which seemed entirely unlikely,
it was certuinly one of these two, She
would bave liked very much to believe
the step’ wus that of Ol Wolf the
pear, suddenly curlous o8 to what this
dim Nght of hers might be; but she
couldn't bring herself to nceept the
e,  Woof, except when wounded or
corngred, 15 the most amiable croa-
ture In the Oregon woeods and It
would glve her almost a sense of ke
curity to have him wadidling along
dehind her. The wolves and cougar,
remetnbering the nrms of Woof, wounld
not be nearly so curlous. But unfore
tunately, the blnck bear hnd pever
done such a thing in the memory of
man, and If he hiad, he would have
made six times ns much nolse. He
ean go fuirly softly when he 18 stalk-
tng, but when he is obliged to trot—
as he would be ohliged to do to keep
op with 8 swift-walking human figure
—he cracks twigs like n rolling log.
Shé bud the Impression that the anl-
mal * behind had been passing (ke
mrioke at first, but wasn't taking the
tronble to do It now,

The sound was a soft pat-pat on the
trall—somoetimes  entirely  obllterated
hut elwdre rocureing when she began
to belleve that she had only fancled
its presence. Sometimes a twig, ralns
soaked though It was, cracked heneath

n heavy foot, and ngaln and ngaln
she heard the brush crushing and
rustling ns something passed through.
Sometimes, when the troll was cov-
ered with soft plue needles, It was
practically Indistingulshable,

The animal was approximately one
hundred feet behind. It wasn't o wolf,
sl thought, The wolves ran In packs
this senson, and exeept In 'winter were
mare afrald of human belngs than any
other lving ereatyre. It wasn't a lynx
—one of these curlosity-devoured 1it-
tle fellnes that will mwew all day on a
trall and pever dare cowme near, It
was much too large for a lynx, The
feat fell too solldly, There were no
dogs In the mountnins to follow at
heal s gnd she had no deslre whatever
to meet Shog, the faithiful lybrid that
used to be her guardinn in the hills
For Shag had gone to his well-de-
served rest severnl sensons before.
Two other possibllitiés remalned, One
was that this follower wis n himan
being, the other that It wos a cougar,

Ordinarily a human belng 1s much
mors potentially dangerous (o o wom-
n In the Nills at nlght then a congar,
A cougar 15 nn abject coward and
some men are not, But Snowbird felt
herself entirely eapable of handling
any human foes, They would have no
advantage over her; they would have
no purpase In killlng from nmbush;
and ghe trusted to her own marks.
manship implicltly, While it is an: ex-
tremely difienlt thing to shoot at a
cougnr leaping from the thicket, a tull
man standing on a trall presents an
ensy target. Desides, she bad o vague
gense of (dlseomfort that If this anlmal
were a cougir, he wisn't acting true
to form. He wis altogether too bold,

The animal on the trall behind her
was taking no care at ull to go silent-
ly. He was slmply pit-patting along,
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She Heard the Steps Agaln,

wholly nt his euse. He nected as If the
fear that men have Instilled In his
breed wns somehow missing. And
that s why she Instinctively tried to
hurry on the trall, :

The step kept pace. For a long
mile, up & barren ridge, she heard
every step It wade. Then, ns the
brush elogsed deéper around her, she
couldn't hear It at all.

She hurrled on, stralning to the
gllence, No, the sound was stopped.
Cauld It be that the anlmal, féarful at
inst, bad turned from her trall? And
then for the first tine o gasp that
wins not greatly different from a de-
spalring sob enught at her throat. She
henrd the stepd agaln, and they were
in the thickets Just beslde her,

. . . - - . L ]

Two hours before Snowbird hnd left
the house, on her long tramp to the
ranger statlon, Dan had started home.
He hadn't shot untll sunset, as he had
planned.

He rode one of Lennox's eattle
ponies, the only plece of horse-flesh
that BUI had not taken to the valleys
when he had driven dewn the live
stock. She wns a preity bay, a splr-
fted, highdred mare that could whip
about on her hind legs at the touch of
the rein on her neck, 8he made good
time along the trall. And an hour be
fore sunsit he paesad the only human
habltitlon between the marsh and
Lennox's house—the cabin that had
been recetitly occupled by Landy Hi-
dreth,

He glanceéd at the place ns he
pussed and sw that It was deserted,
No smell of wood smoke remained In
the alr, Evidently Landy had gope
down to the sertlements with his
precions testimony (o regard to the

arson ring. Yot It was curfons that
po word hod been heard of him. As
far a8 Dan koew, neither the courts
nor the forest service had tiken ae
tion.

He hurried on, four miles farther,
The trall entered the heavy thickets,
and he had to ride slowly, It was as
wild n eectlon ns could be found on
the whole Divide. And fust as he
came to a little cleared space, three
strapge, dnrk birds flung up on wide-
spresding wings.

He knew them at opce. All moun-
tnineers come to know them befure
thelr days are done, They were the
buzznrds, the followers of the dead,
And what they were doing In the
thicket Just beside the trall, Dan did
not dure to think,

Of course they might be feeding on
the body of a deer, mortally wounded
hy some hunter, e resolved to ride
by without investigating, He glunced
up, The buzzards were hovering In
the sky, evidently walting for him to
pass. Then, mostly to relleve o curl-
ous semse of discomfort In hls own
mind, he stopped his horse and dis-
mounted,

The twilight had started to fall, and
alrendy Its first grayness hud begun
{0 soften the harder lnes of forest
and hill, And after his first glance at
the curlous white henp beslde the
trall, he was extremely glad that It
had, But there wos no chance to mis-
tuke the thing. The elements and
much more terrible agents had ‘each
wronught thelr change, yet there was
grisly evidence in plenty to show what
hnd oceurred. Dun didn’t doubt for
an Ihstant but thot it was the skele
ton of Landy Hildreth,

He foreed himself to go nearer, The
buzzards were nlmost done, and one
white bone from the shonlder gave un-
mistikable evidence of the passnge of
o bullet. What had happened there
after, he could only guess,

He got back quiekly on his horse,
He understood, now, why nothing had
been heard of the evidence that Landy
Hildreth was to turn over to the
conrts as to the actlvities of the arson
ring. Some one—probably Bert Cran-
ston himself—had heen walting on the
trafl, Others hnd come therenfter,
And his lips set In his resoclve to let
this murder measure In the deht he
had to pay Cranston,

The Lennox house seemod very sl
lent when, almost an hour later, he
turned his horse Into the corral, He
had rather hoped thut Snowblrd would
be at the door to meet him. The dark-
ness had just fallen, and all the lamps
were Hghted, He strode Into the lv-
Ing room, warming hia hands an In-
stant beslde the fireplace. The fire
needed fuel, It had evidently been
neglerted for nearly an hour.

Then he ealled Snowbird. His volee
echoed In fhe sllent room. unanswered.
He called ngoln, then went to look for
“her, At the door of the dinlng raom
he found the note that she had left
for him,

It told, very simply and plainly, that
her father lay [njured in his bed, and
the wis to remaln and do what he
could for him. She had gone for help
to the ranger station.

He leaped through the rooms to Len-
nox's door, then went In on tiptoe
And the first thing he saw when he
opened the door was the grisaled
man's gray face on the plllow,

"You're home early, Dan" he sald,
“How many did you get?”

Tt wns entirely characteristle,
Shaggy old Woof 1s too proud to how!
over the wonnds thant Iny him low, and
this grny old bear on the bed had par-
tuken of his spifit,

“Good Lord,” Dan answered,
budly are you hurt?”

"Not so bad but that T'm sorry thnt
Snowhird has gone deifting twelve
milea over the hills for help, It's
dark ne plteh.”

And 1t was. Doan eould searcely
make out the outllne of the somber
ridgea agalnst the sky.,

They talked on, and thelr subject
wns whether Dnn should remaln to
tnke care of Lennox, or whether he
should attempt to overtake Snowblrd
with the hopse. Of course the girl
had ofdered him to stey. Lennox, on
the other band, sald that Dan could
not help him In the lenst, and desired
him to follow the girl.

“'m not often anxlous about her™
he sald slowly. “But 1t is a long walk
through the wildest part of the DI
vide. Some way—T ean't bar aceldents
tonight. T don't ke to think of her.
on those mountalng nlone”

And remembering what hnd laln be
glde the trall, Dan felt the same. He
had heard, long ago, that any anlmal
that once tasted human flesh loses its
fear of men and I8 never to he trusted
ngnin. Some wlld animal that still
hunted the ridges had, In the last
month, done just that thing. He left
the room sod wualked softly to the
daor,

The night lay silent and mysterions
over the Divide. Te stood Hstenlng.
The girl had started only an hour he
fore, and It wos unlikely that she
eonld have traversed more than twe
miles of the steep trall In that time,
Although the borse ordinarily did not
¢limb a hill more swiftly than n by
man being, he didn't doubt but that
he comld overtake her before she
went three miles farther. But where
Iny his duty—with the Injured man
In the house or with the daughter on
her errand of mercy In the darkness?

Then the matter was declded for
him, So faint that It only whispered
at the dim, outer frontlers of henring,
8 sound came pricking through the
darkness, Only hls months of lsten-
ing to the faint sounds of the forest,
and the incredible silence of the night
ennbled him to hear It at all. But he
knew what it was the report of n
pistol.  Snowbird had met an enemy
In tha darkness.

“Tow

(TO BE CONTINUED)




