—————

OV TIE 100
o)

AN AMERICAN SOLDIER

WHO0 WENT

ATHURGUY EYRLY

MACHINE GUNNER, SERVING I FRANCE——
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“SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE" EMPEY FIRST HEARS THE BIG
GUNS BOOMING.

Synopsle.~Fired by the sinking of the Lusitanla, with the loss of
Ameriean llves, Arthur Guy Empey, an American living in Jersey City,
goes to England and enlists as a private In the British army.

CHAPTER Il

—
Blighty to Rest Blllets.

The next mornlng the captaln sent
for me and Informed we: “Empey, as
n recrulting sergesnt you are n wash-
out,” and sent me to a tenlning depot.

After arriving ot thls place, I was
hustled to the quartermaster stores
nnd recelved an awful shock, The
quartermaster sergennt spresd a wo-
terproof sheet on the ground and com-
menced throwing a miscellnneous us:
sortment of straps, buckles and other
paraphernalis inte it I thought he
wonld never stop, but when the plle
renched o my knees he paused long
enough to suy, “Next, No, G217, "Arrls;
B company.” I gaged in bewllderment
nt the plle of Junk In front of me, nnd
then my eyes wanderad nround looking
for the wngon which was to carry It
to barracks, I was rudely brought to
earth by the “quarter” exclaiming,
“Hre, you, 'op It; tyke It aw'y: blind
ny eyes, 'e's looking for 'is batman to
‘elp Yim earry It."

Struggling under the load, with fre-
quent pnusés for rest, I reached our
barrncks (lnrge car barns), and my
platoon lender came to the rescue, It
wos n marvel to me how quickly he
nssomhbled the equipment, After he
had completed the task, he showed me
how to adjust it on my person. Pretty
soon I stood befars him a proper Tom-
my Atkins [n hesvy marching order,
feeling Uke an overloaded camel,

On my feet were heavy-soled hoots,
wtudded with hobnails, the toes and
heals of which were re-enforced by
steel half-moons,

caged In woolen puttees, ollve drab In
color, with my trousers overlapplng
them at the top. Then n woolen khnki
tunle, under which was a blulsh gray
woolen shirt, minus & collar; beneath
this shirt a woolen belly band about
six Inches wide, held (n place by tle
strings of white tape. On my hend
was # henvy woolen trench cap, with
huge earlaps buttoned over the top.
Then the equipment: A cnnvas belt,
with ammmunition pockets, and two
wide canvas straps lke suspenders,
called YD" straps, fastencd to the bolt
In front, pasaing over ench shoulder,
crossing in the middie of my back, and
attuehed by buckles to the rear of the
belt. On the right side of the belt
hung & witer bottle, covered with felt
on the left slde was my bayonet and
feabbard, and intrenching tool hundle,
this handle strapped to the bayonet
scabbard, In the rear wus my In-
trenching tool, enrrled in s canvas case.
This tool wus n combination piek and
spude, A canvas  hiversack  was
strapped to the left alde of the belt,
while on my back was the pack, nlso
of cnnvas, held to place by two eanvas
straps over the shoulders; suspended
on the bottom of the pack was my
mess tin or canteen In a neat lttle
ennvas cnne. My waterproof sheet,
looking like n jelly roll, was steapped
on top of the pack, with n wooden stick
for clenning the breuch of the rifie pro-
Jeeting from ench ond. On a lanyard
around my walst hung s huge Jack-
knife with a can-opener attnchment,
The pack contalned my overcont, an
extra palr of socks, change of under
wear, hold all (containing kulfe, fork,
wpoon, comb, toothbrush, lather brush,
shaving soap, and a eagor made of Un,
with *Made In England” stamped on
the blade; when trylng to shave with
this it made you wish that you were
at war with Patagonln, so that you
could have & "hollow ground” stamped
*Made o Germung™) ; theh your house
wife, button-cleaning outfit, consisting
of & brass button atick, two stift
brushes, and a box of "Soldiers
Friend” paste; then a shoe brosh and
# box of dubbin, m writing pad, Inde)-
{ble pencll, envelopes, und pay book,
and personal belongings, such as a
el mirror, o decent razor and a
sheat of unanswered letters, and fngs,
In your haversack you carry your lron
ratlons, meaning & tin of bully beef,
four biscnlts and a ¢an contalning tea,
sugar and Oxo cubes; a couple of
pipes and a pack of shag, a tin of rifle
oll, and a pull-through. Tommy gen
erally carrled the oll with his rations;
It gives the cheese m sort of sardine
taste,

Add to this a Arst-ald pouch and »
ungainly rifie patterned after the
Boone pertod, and you have an
of n Pritish soldier In Blighty.
Before leaving for France, this rifle
taken from him and he 1§ lssued

a LeeEnfield short tremch rifie
u ratlon bag.
France he recelves two gas bel-
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mets, a sheepskin coat, rubber mack-
Intosh, steel helmet, two blankets, tear-
shell goggles, a balaclava helmet,
gloves und & tin of antifrostbite grease
which Is excellent for greasing the
boots, Add to this the welght of his
rations, and enn you blama Tommy for
growling at n twenty-kilo route march?

Having served ns sergeant major in
the United States cavalry, 1 tried to
tell the BEnglish dreill sergeants thelr
husiness, but 1t did not work, They
Immedintely put me as betman in their
mess, Muany o grensy dish of stew wis
neeldentally spilled over them,

I would gooner fight than be n walter,
so when the order came throngh from
headquarters calllng for a draft of
260 re-enforcements for France, I vol-
unteered,

Then we went before the M. O,
(medieal oficer) for mnother physieal
oxamination. This was very brief. He
nsked our names and numbera and
sald “Fit" and we went ont to fight.

We wera put Into troop tralns nnd
sent to Southempton, where we de-
truined, und had onr trench rifles is-
sued to us, Then In columng of twos
we went up the gangplank of a lttle
stenmer lylng alongside the dock.

At the hoend of the gangplank there
wins an old sergeant, who directed thut
we line ourselves along both ralls of
the ship, Then he ordered.us to take
life belts from the racks overhend and
put them on. T have crossed the ocenn
severdl times and knew I was not sea-
slek, but when I buckled on that life
belt T had a sensatlon of slckness,

After we got out Into the stream all

I conld think of was that there were o
milllon German submarines with o tor-
pedo on ench, across the warhead of
which was Inseribed my name and ad-
dress, |

After five hours we cnme alongside |
# pler and disembarked. T had st
talned another one of my ambitione,
I was “somewhere In France! We|
slept in the open that night on the side |
of the rond, About six the next morn-
fng we were ordered to entrain, 1
looked around for the passenger
conches, but all T conld see on the sid-
ing were cattle enrs. 'We climbed Into
these, On the slde of ench car was
n slgn reading “Hommes 40, Chevenux
8" When we got Inside of the cars,
we thought that perhaps the slgn
palater had reversed the order of
things. After 48 hours In these trucks
we detrilned at Roven. At this ploce
we went through un Intensive training
for ten days,

The tralning consisted of the rudl-
ments of trench warfare, Trenches
had been dug, with barbed wire en-
tanglements, bombing saps, dugouts,
observation posts and machine gun em-
plncements, We were given a smat-
terlng of trench cooking, sanltation,
bomb throwlng, reconnoitering, lsten-
ing posts, constructing and repairing
bharbed wire, “carrying In" partles,
methods uscd (o attack and defense,
wiring pnarties, mnass formation, and
the procedure for polson-gns attacks.

On the tenth duy we agiln met our
friends “"Hommes 40, Cheveaux 8"
Thirty-six hours more of misery, and
we arrived at the town of P,

After unloading our rations and
wquipment, we Hoed up on the road in
columns of fours waltlng for the order
to march,

A dull rumbling could be heard, The
sun was shining. I turned to the man
on my left and asked, “What's the
nolse, BILT" He did not know, but his
face wan of & pea-green color.  Jim,
on my right, also did not koow, but
suggested that T “awsk" the sergeant.

Coming towards us was an old griz-
sled sergeant, properly fed up with
the war, so T “awsked" him.

“Think it's golng to raln, sergeant?"

He looked at me In contempt, and
grunted, " 'Ow's It n-goln’ ter raln with
the bloomin' sun s-shinin't" I looked
gulley,

“Them's the guns up the Une, me
Ind, und you'll get enough of "em be-
fore you gets back to Blighty"

My knees seemed to wilt, and I
sguenked out & woak “Oh 1"

Theu we started our warch up to the
Ilne In ten-kilo treks, After the first
day's march we nprrived at our rest
billets. In France they call them rest
billets, becnuse while In them Tommy
works seven days a week and on the
elghth day of the week he s given
twenty-four hours “on his own"

Qur billet was a spacious affalr, o
Iarge barn on the left side of the road,
which had one hundred entrances
ninety-nine for shells, rats, wind and

rain, and the hundredth one for Tom

my. I was tired out, and using my
ehrapoel-proof helmet (shrapoel proof
untll a plece of shrapoel hits it), or
tin hat, for a pillow, lay down In the
straw, and was soon fast ssleep. I
must have slept about two hours, when
I awoke with a prickling sensation all
over me. As I thought, the straw had
worked through my uniform. I woke
up the fellow lying on my left, who had
been up the line before, and asked
him:

“Does the straw bother you, mate?
It's worked through my uniform and I
can't sleep.”

In a sleepy volce he answered,
“That aln't straw, them's cootles.”

From that time on my friends the
“agoties” were constuntly with me,

“Cooties,” or body lice, are the bane
of Tommy's existence,

The aristocracy of the trenches very
seldom call them “cootles,” they wpeak
of them an fleas,

To an American flea means a small
{nsect armed with a bayonet, who is
wont to jab It Into you and then hop-
skip and jump to the next place to be
attacked. There 18 an sdvantage In
having fleas on you instead of “cootles”
fn that In one of his extended jumps
snld flen is llable to lund on the fel-
low next to you; he has the typleal
energy and push of the Amerlean,
while the “cootie” has the bulldog
tenacity of the Englishman; he holds
on and congolldates or digs In until
his meal 18 finished.

There 1s no way to get rid of them
permanently. No matter how often
you bathe, and that Is not very often,
or how many tlmes you change your
underwenr, your friends the “cooties"
are nlways in evidence, The billets are
Infested with them, especially so If
there 18 striw on the floor.

I have taken a bath and pot on
brand-new underwear; in fact, a com-
plete change of upiform, and then
turned In for the night. The next morn~
ing my shirt would be full of them, It
I n common sight to see elght or ten
soldlers sitting under o tree with thelr
shirta over thelr knoées engaging In &
“ghirt hunt."

At night about half an hour before
“lights out," you can see the Tommies
grouped around a candle, trying, In its
dim light, to rld thelr underwear of
the vermin, A popular and very qulck
method 15 to take your shirt and draw-
ers, and run the seams back and for-
ward [n the flame from a candle and
burn them out, This practice Is dan-

The Author’s Identification Disk.

gerous, because you are liable to burn
holes In the garments {f you are not
e eful,

Recrults generally sent to Blighty
for u brand of insect powder advers
tised as “Good for body lice” The ad-
vertisement 1s quite right; the powder
Is good for “cootles;" they simply
thrive on It .

The older men of our battallon were
wiser and made scratchers out of
wood, These were rubbied smooth with
a bit of stone or sand to prevent splin-
ters. They were nbout elghteen Inches
long, and Tommy gunrintees that &
serutcher of this length will reach
nny part of the body which mny be at-
tacked. Some of the fellows were lagy
and only made thelr scratchers twelve
inches, but many o night when on
guard, looking over the top from the
fire step of the front-line trench, they
would have given a thousand “quid”
for the other six inches,

Once while we were lu rest billets an
Irish Hussar reglment camped in an
open field opposite our blllet. After
they had picketed and fed thelr horses,
n general shirt huat took place. The
troopers Ignored the call “Dinner up,*
and kept on with their search for big
game, They had u corious method of
procedure, They hung thelr shirts over
i hedge and beat them with thelr en-
trenching tool handles,

1 asked one of them why they didn't
pick them off by hand, and he ag-
swered, “We haven't had a bath for
nine weeks or a change of clabber. I
[ tried to plek the ‘cootles’ off my shirt
I would be here for duration of war"
After taking s close look at his shirt, [
agreed with him; It was allve

e —————

In the next instaliment Ser
geant Empey tell of the realiza.
tion of his ambition—<his ar
rival In & first line trench—and
of how he wished he were back
In Jersey Clty,

{10 HE CONTINUED)
Cheap notoriety 1s dear at any peios,
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Events of Noted People, Governments
and Pacific Northwest and Other
Things Worth Knowing.

Milton Sebastian Lansing, 20 years
old, a nephew of Robert Lansing, sec-
retary of state, enlisted in the navy at
Los Angeles Wednesday.

When the darkness of the eclipse
crept over Yakima, Wash., Saturday,
scores of Indians ‘working in hop fields
near the city hastily sought their
camps and covered themselves under
their blankets,

Married 18 times, ‘‘Uncle' John
Dempuey, oldest resident of Marion,
I11., died Tuesday, four days before his
100th birthday. He purchased his
coffin seven years ago and married his
13th wife five years ago.

Lowell, Ind., a town of 1800 people,
will close up its business houses two
days a week during July and August,
and most of its merchants, clerks and
professional men will help the sur-
rounding farmers harvest their erops,
becausge of the shortage of labor.

Two hundred soldiers Tuesday night
were rushed in auto trucks to Little
Creek, three miles north of Newport,
Ore,, to fight a forest fire. After
working all night, assisted by a heavy
shower of rain, they got the blaze un-
der control. About 200 acres were
burned over.

America in 1920 will have a mer-
chant marine of 25,000,000 deadweight
tons, Chairman Hurley, of the Ship-
ping board, declared at South Bend,
Ind., Tuesday in an addréss giving the
most complete statement of the na-
tion's shipbuilding program which has
yet been made publie,

A blasting hot wind for two days
with the thermometer at 87 degrees in
the shade has given o setback to the
wheat crop outlook in Northern Mon-
tana, Tp the north of Great, Falls the
situntion is reported as very serious,
while to the south the winter wheat
may yet be saved by rain.

An appropriation of §1,761,701,000
for the American merchant marine is
provided in the sundry eivil bill re-
ported to the house Wednesday by the
appropriations committee. The mens-
ure carries a total of $2,882, 752,237 in
direct appropriations and the house is
expected to add upwards of §50,000,-
000 more.

Germany's submarine raiders, which
some 16 days ago made their first ap-
pearance in American waters since the
declaration of war, apparently are still
ranging off the Atlantic coast, though
no reports of additional sinkings had
been received at the Navy department
late Tuesday night toadd to the official
toll of 18 craft sent to the bottom,

Workingmen of the United States
will be satisfied only with a peace
brought about by the complete over-
throw of the German military ma-
chine, according to President Samuel
Gompers, who made the principal ad-
dress Tuesday at the opening session
of the annual convention of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor in St. Paul.

Federal court decrees prohibiting
newspapers from publishing articles
held to embarrass the administration
of justice, although not acts com-
mitted within the presence of the
courts, were sustained by the U, 8.
Supreme court in upholding judgment
ngainst the Toledo Newspaper com-
pany, publisher, and N. D. Cochran,
editor-in-chief of the Toledo, Ohio,
News-Bee, for contempt of court,

President Wilson has written a sec-
ond letter to Governor Stephens, of
California, urging the pardon of
Thomas J. Mooney. The President
asked for clemeney for Mooney in
March, but Governor Stephens replinsd
thut he eould not act until an appeal
for the convicted man had been passed
upon by the courts, The courts have
refused the plea.

Traumatic neurosin i ‘shell shock,"
it was explained at the mesting Thirs-
day in Chicago of the American Med-
ieo-Psychologieal asaociation, and it is
as apt to strike the grandmother ns the
soldier in the trenches,

President Wilson sent n message of
aympathy to the family of former Vice
President Charles W. Fairbanks.
Praise for Mr. Fairbanks was given
also in the house by Répresentatives
Wood, Republican, and Dixon, Demo-
erat.

Sylvester J, Konenkamp, president
of the Commereial Telegraphers’ Union

of America, announced on his arrival
in Chicago from Washington that a
dute had been set for a nition-wide
strike of telegraphers to enforce thelr
demands for recognition of the union.

A resolution ealling for congres.
nional investigation of accidents at avi-
ation camps was introduced by Repre-
sentative Husted, of New York. Acei-
dents in the last five weeks, the reso-
lution says, show that some have been
due to defective construction or negli-
gent inspection.

MONTANA FORESTS ABLAZE

Early Start Believed to Portend Much
Damage—Town is Threatened.

Missoula, Mont. — With scores of
fires, some covering large areas and
blazing unchecked, others small and
yet within control, burning in dry for-
ests of Weatern Montana and Northern
Idaho, the fire situation in the terri-
tory embraced within district No. 1 of
the Forest service is the most scute
that it has ever been at this time of
the year, forestry officials declare.

Indications point to a fire season
worse than that of 1917, they said,
gince it is starting fully 8 month ear-
lier.

More than 500 men are fighting fires
in the national forests of this district,
150 of them engaged in an effort to
save the town of Essex, in the Flat-
head forest, on the Great Northern
railway. One hundred others are
fighting a fire near Belton, at the west
end of Glacier National Park.

Two hundred and fifty men arve still
fighting the fire on Marble creek, near
the St. Joe forest in Northern ldaho,
where thousands of ncres of valuable
privately owned timber land are being
burned over. The blaze was declured
to be the worst in the distriet,

Other fires were reported on Canyon
Ferry Gulch, at the west end of Hell-
gate canyon, in the Helena forest; on
Deep creek, in the Lolo forest; in the
Bitter Root mountains and in the Cab-
inet forest.

RUSS-SLAV FACTION
ASKS AID OF ALLIES

Formal Appeal Made to America to
Send Expedition_to Halt Huns—
Codets Send Message.

—

Washington, D. €. — An appeal to
the United States and the allles to
send an expeditionary force to Russin
to repel the German invaders, forwird-
od by the central committee of the
Cadet party in Russis, was transmitted
to the State department Wednesday by
the Rugssian embagsy.

It is asked that the expedition, if
sont, be put under international control
to guarantee the rights of Russin.

The Cadet party, asitis popularly
called, is composed of the Constitu-
tional Democrats who were first in
power after the overthrow of the Ro-
manoff dynasty. It was removed from
power by the Bolsheviki.

The United States has not defined
its attitude toward the allied desire
for joint nction from the East, al-
though it is understood the government
holds that it would be inopportune to
attempt to check the Germans in Rus-
gia, unless it is shown the Russjan
people wish it and that the move would
not be misunderstood,

The message of the Constitutional
Democrats declares the situation in
Russia can- be ameliorated by the ne-
tive aid of the allies, The advante of
the German armies, it is declared,
otherwise cannot be halted.

The appearance of a strong allied
force in the East, it is declared, will
have n decigive bearing on the jssues
of the war,

If an expedition is sent it is asked
that every means be takep to safe-
guard Russian interests and rights,

It has been pointed out that there
are insurmounable obstacles in the
way of the placing of allied and Amer-
jean troops in Russia proper, save in
the small sectors on the Aretic ovean
where the British and French flags are
now seen,

Technically that is a part of the ter-
ritory now under the jurisdietion’of
General Foch in his capacity of com-
mander-in-chief of all the allied and
American {roops,

If he desires to risk starting a cam-
paign at such a remots point, it ig said
that he may use Americans for this
purpose in his diseretion.

The other avenue of approach by an
army to Buropean Russia would be by
way of Siberin, and unless the allies
are willing to turn that task over to
Japan nlone, which it is feared the
Russians would resent, there is no
transportation available for the plac-
ing in Siberia of the numerous Ameri-
can and allied army that would be re-
quired for a suecessful campaign.

Cars Enter Firing Zone.

Camp Lewis, Tacoma, Wash,—Five
times Wednesday automobile drivers
endangered the lives of themselves and
passengers and interfered with “at-
tacks" on German sdvance posts which
American infantry were approaching,
It was the first time the B target
range was used and the motorists
somehow pot past the sentries who
were gifirding all roads and drove di-
rectly into the line of fire.

They were seen in time and the field
telephone flashed the order “stop
firing," %0 no one was hit,

New Star Loses Brillinnce.

Pasadena, Cal,—Astronomers st the
Mount Wilson solar observatory, near
here, were of the opinion Wednesday
that the new star which appeared Sat-
urday night in the constellation Aquilla
and rapidly grew in brilliance, reached
its maximum lominosity early Tues-
day. The spectroscope indicated it
had dimmed alightly. At its brightest,
it was sald, the new star was exceaded
in brillinnee by possibly but one fixed
star, Sirius,

Betlin, la., is No More.
Berlin, Is.—Berlin, In., will be no
more.  As s result of & meeting heme
of the mayor mnd the city council it
was decided to notify the postoffice
officials in Washington that the citi-
zens here have changed the name of

the town to Lincoln.

U. §. WHEAT GROP
1S BILLION BUSHELS

Federal Forecast Shows Second
Largest Crop on Record.

OTHER CROPS RECORD

Continuation of the Recent Favorable
Growing Conditions May Yet Put
1918 Harvest in First Rank.

.

Washington, D, C.—A bumper wheat
¢rop this year, which before harvest
may develop into a production of 1.
000,000,000 bushels, was forecast by
the department of Agriculture in its
June erop report giving the first indi-
cation of the size of this year's spring
wheat ointput,

Basing its estimate on June 1 condi-
tions, the department forecast a total
whent production of $31,000,000 bush-
els, which would place this year's har-
vest as the second largest in the his-
tary of the country.

In June of 1915 a total wheat pro-
duction of 950,000,000 bushels was
forecast and the quantity gradually
crept upward until the final figures for
the year showed the crop to be 1,-
025,800,000 bushels.

The acreage sown to spring wheat
this year is larger by 2,000,000 acres
than ever sown beforé and 21.56 per
cent larger than last year, aggregating
2,489,000 acres.

The condition of the crop on June 1
was 96,2 per cent of normal, or 1.5 per
cent better than the 10-year average.
A production of 844,000,000 bughels
was forecast. That is 11,000,000
bushels more than harvested last year
and only about 7,000,000 bushels less
than the record spring wheat harvest
of 1916,

Winter wheat, growing on the sec-
ond largest ascreage ever planted,
showed a condition 8 per cent better
than the 10-year average, with 83.8
per cent of a normal crop. A produc-
tion of B8T,000,000 bushels was fore-
cast, which ig 50,000,000 bushels more
than forecast from conditions existing
May 1. Such a crop would be the third
in size grown in this country.

The ont erop also promises to be of
record proportions. On an acreage 2.1
per cent larger than last year, when
the record crop—1,587,000,000 bushels
—was grown, June 1 conditions war-
rant a forecast of 1,500,000,000 bush-
els, Only last year's and the crop of
1915 exceeded that quantity.

Rye production will be a record, the
forecast being 81,000,000 bushels,
which is slightly less than was fore-

cast in May. Last year's crop was
60,100,000 bushels, which was a
record, -

HOOVER STRIKES AT PRICES

Administrator Orders Nation-Wide Re-
form in Food Staples.

Washington, D, C.—A country-wide
move to reduce the cost of food to the
consumer and standardize methods of
compelling the observance by dealers
of “‘fair price lists” was ordered Sat-
urday by Food Administrator Hoover.

Lists will be published in every
country, town and city, and consumers
will be asked to co-operate with offi-
vinls in forcing merchants to bring
their prices to a uniform level.

In carrying out the new standardiza-
tion plan, the administration will es-
tablish price-interpreting committees
compoted of representatives of whole-
salers, retailers and consumers.

The bonrd will determine fair retail
prices on basic commodities that com-
prise a large part of the nation’s diet.
The published lists will give the range
of maximum selling prices, showing &
reasonable price which will reflect the
prices that should obtain in “‘cash and
carry”’ stored, and a higher price rep-
resenting a fair price for the “credit
and delivery’’ stores.

The local ndministrator for ‘each lo-
cality will act ns chairman of the price
board. Bach board will have detailed
reports of actual wholesale prices and
will nscertain fair margins of profit
the retailer should be sutisfied with.

Nam will rm:nked to co-
opern setting a particular
position weekly for publication of the

ists, with footnotes on the food prob-
lem and the use of substitutes for the
foods moat needed abroad.

A close check will be kept on ob-
servance of the lists. Consumers will
be expected to report to the local food
administrator any store charging more
than the established price for any com-
modity,

Governor Lister in Weak.

Olympis, Wash. — Governor Lister
returned o his living apartments in
Olympis Saturday afterncon and an-
ﬁ:nml that he would handle state
iness in his rooms for the next
week instead of at the capitol. He la
still under medical treatment which
began in Chicago two weeks ago and is
forbidden physical exertion. The na-
ture of his {liness was not announced,
The governor was absent from the
state nearly a month on his Eastern
trip. when he originally expected to

return in two weeks.




