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HER PECULIAR ANG

What Happened When Robina’s
Sister Wore Her Engage-
ment Band.

By MOLLY M'MASTER.

Bradley strolled along the darkened
strest of London finding a certain
pléasire in the mystery surrounding
all things, He compsred the dimly
Ht thoroughfare with the glare of his
pative city, and found the enforced
darkness of London at least more
sensational than Broadway under Its
myrind Hghts.

Howaever, Bradley realized that he
would soon agaln be back In New
York, aud that it was a priviloge to
hava seen London during war times
and shrouded in Its cautlous gur-
ments of shadows, The city certaln-
1y held many Interests and Bradley
regretted that he had not more time
at his disposal that he might prolope
his stwy.

He drew out his cigar lighter pre-
paratory to enjoying a few puffs of
smoke befors entering his lodgings
on Holland Park avenue. Bradliey
had scarcely rafped his light to his
pipe when a volee arrested him—an
hysterical volee that came from the
complete gloom of the roadway.

“Oh, do please lat me have that
light for a moment,” the girl pleaded
quickly. “1 have been grovellng in
the pitch darkness for my ring. I
dropped it from my bag and don't
dure to leave the spot for fear of not
finding It sgain” Her tone was
high-pitehed and Bradley knew that
ghe was frightfully upset and on the
verge of tears. He knew, also, thet
pha exhaled & delightful perfume,
perhaps from her soft furs, but he
could get no glimpse of her face,

“We'll find the ring in & minute."
he told her with a laugh In hls voice.
“You just stand still where you are,
80 | will know where to look.” He
bent down and with his small ben-
gine lighter managed to throw a tiny
wedge of Iluminatlon #scross {he
path.

The stons wilk was loy cold to the
touch aa he rin his hand over it
and It was mome minutes before the
diminutive searchlight probed the
rlgbt ghadows and flared over the lost
ring.

A little ery of dellght left the girl's
lipe, The ring was un exquisite bow-
koot of aquamarines and diamonda
That was all Bradley could see he
fore the benzing lighter fluttered out.

“It has done ita duty anyway,” he
gald ag be handed the girl her treas
ure and for u fleeting wecond touched
the cool of her slim fingers.

“But you cannot light your plpe
now,” she sald with sweet apology In
her voloe. "I'm #o sorry.”

“Plenty of matches,” sald Bradley,
and would have drawn out his box
gave that the girl held out her hand
to him by way of thunks.

“ would have had to sit here until
daylight bhad you not come along,”
ghe told him, “[ thank you very
much for helplng me."

She slipped away Into the darkness
and Hradley waa loft with only the
realization that her hand was slim
and soft, nnd that It had sent a pe-
ouliarly plessant wava of emotlon
over him,

“By Jove—! wish I would have got
a glimpse of her face, She may ba
gogglewyed and squinty for all |
know.” He muansged a light for hia
plpe the while he pondered over the
Eirland her pogsible (dentity. “Sound-
od a bit Yankee,” ho decided, and feit
mors hopeful that she would again
be fung neross his path since he, too,
balled from the land of Amerlean
Beautles,

“I will hiave to fnd the ring again,”
ho muttered, “and flash my small
poarchlight on her face”  Bradley
hoped the girl wan not engaged, but
he felt reasonably sure that she would
not have been practically in hysterics
over the loss of any but a betrothal
ring.

However, the Intercsts of business
and the return trip to New York dis-
pelled nll memories of mysterious
nights of darkness and the entrance
of tha girl Into his horizon. She
might have been a myth springing
from darkened London, and Bradley
bad soon forgotten the incident

He had not been home (hree weoks
bafore the seene was fung vividly
across his braln, DBradley was at
tending an engagement party st the
homo of one of his friends when he
suddenly canght sight of the ring he
tad picked up for the girl In London.
At least Bradley supposed It to be
the ring, and in o second he was At
the side of the girl who wore it. He
was lo no way sitracted to the girl,
and her bhalr was not golden nor were
her eyes violet—two essentials of
fatinine beauty In Hradiey’s eyes.

He took out his small benzine clgan
lighter and fashed it ou the glrl's
face who was wearltg the ring. After
that be walted for the start of sur-
prise from her.

Robina Hasslngford looked askance
at Bradley

*l am not & battleship on the
coast,” she sald with n laugh, “nor
am 1 the enemy's encampmant, 8o why
tirn the searchlight on met”

“Have you ever been in London®*
Hradley aaked her.

“Never—we are golng on our honeys
moon though,” Roulna blushed prot-
tily as she sald It

PBradley sighed Perhaps he was
glad that Robins Passingford was not
the girl whose hand had thrilled him
in the dark of London It was strangs

thnt there were two rings of g0 pe
culiariy attractive design, and Bradley
wondered if he would ever s=ee the
other one agaln.

Suddenly, as he sat at the dinner
table, o most familiar scent was waft-
ed to him. He drew in a deep breath
pnd agaln felt himsell plunged into
the darkness and a glrl whose furs
exhaled just such an odor stood be-
gide him. More than ever was he
inclined to disbelieve Robina. The
ring and the scent both polnted her
out as that girl of shadowa

He did not press the subject, how-
ever, but returned to the dainty girl
who was sitting at his right side
Bradley had been falling a ready vie
tim of June MeCree's violet eyes and
soft smile when the ring Incident
had claimed his attention. Now, as
he turned back to her he seemed to
feel that she was golog to prove the
one and only girl for him.

Later, when they were dancing a
slow waltz, Bradley agaln became con-
stlous that the subtle odor of the
myth girl was being wafted to him
from June's golden halr,

“Have you ever heen In London?”
he asked quickly, his heart Dbeating
more rapidly than it had when he had
put the same question to Robina.

“Yes,"
of her rather pleasant sense of
rhythm. She felt her partner draw a
long deep breath as if of content
ment, and if she felt espocially happy
Bradiey did npot for the moment
know It

“Have you ever seen a diminutive
searchlight seeking to find a lost ring
on the London sldewalk? And have
your furs ever gent forth a perfume
#o pungent as to linger In a man's
sonse for weeks and weeka? Tell
me—have you done all these myste
rious things? Bradley had stopped
dancing, and June looked stralght
Into his eyes with a light in her own
that quite made his head reel.

She laughed softly.

“How strange!" she sald, becauss
for the moment no other words
gprang to her lips. June had pon-
dered many hours over the person-
ality of the man whose hand sbe had
claaped in London, and now that she
bad asctually found him it seamed
suddenly a most romantie situation,
and her heart fluttered agalnst her
corsnge of pink roses. She hoped
Bradley would not notice her foollsh
emotion.

"But the ring—It Is not yours—and
you are not engaged?' he half de
manded.

“It {8 not mine. 1 bought it while
In London for my brother to glve to
Roblna, and | wore it rather than
worry lest it be stolen when not on
my finger. Brother does not know
about my loslng it she added with
a blush. “He thinks me careless
enough now. You won't tell him, will
you?" June's slim fingera went out in
fmpulsive pleading and rested on
Bradley's arm.

Bradley drew a deep breath. The
same thrill shot up his arm that her
touch had given him once before. He
#tood looking bappily down into her
violet eyes, After a moment he
spoke.

“l promise,” he sald slowly, “#0
long as you let me tell you some-
thing—within & week.”

June blushed hotly. “You only
met ma tonight,” she parried.

“Girl! 1 met you weeks and weokd
ago—In the shadows of Londom
Pronifse me"" he sald softly.

“I hate to be considered careless”
hesitated June.

“How can | walt a whole week?"
murmured Bradley,

‘I wouldn't do anything [ 'didn't
want to," laughed June.

(Copyright, 1814, by the McClure Newspa.
per Byndieate.)

Famous Old Turnplke.

Among the many turnpikes project
ed o connection with Pittsburgh 100
and more years ago, one crowding on
another, was (hat of one betwedn
Plttburgh and Groensburg, The initis
tion of this was sl o meeting held De
camber 4, 1813, at the houss of John
MeMaster, to conslder the question ol
applylng to the leglslature for & char
ter to Incorporate a company to build
this road. John Wilkius was made
chalrman of the meeting and Ephralm
Pontland secretary, A commities con
sisting of Dunning MeNair, William
Steele, John Irwin, Willlam McCand
less and Ephraim Pentland was ap
pointed to confer with u similar com
mittes from Westmoreland county.
This was apccomplished n few days
Inter nod steps laken Lo secure n.n:tlou
by the leglalature, and the resalt was
the formation of A& company and the
beginning of operntions. AL the same
time another commisslon declded to
ask for proposals in January, 1814, for
the construotion of the “Two-Mile Rut
Turnplke,” the road designod to be
"60 foot wide. pavement 22 feet wide
and two feat deep, tho Jatter six Inches
to bo river gravel, and on each side
was to bo sufliclent space for & sum
mor road."”

Pigeon Flying In Belglum,

Plgeon flying s forbldden In this
country just now, but It la doubtiul
It even the horrors of war will keep
the Delgians from what (8 thelr near
esl approach to a national sport. Il
has been sald of the Belgian workman
that he divides his wages Into three
parts, one for his family, one for him
gelf and one for his carrier pigoons
The extent to which the sport ls prac
ticed may be gathered from the fact
that the railways reap 3,000,000 france
a yoar from the carriage of the bas
kets In which plgeona are conveyed i
and from the race meetings Large
prises are offered by various eluba

and at & great race o few yeurs aince
100,000 birds compated.

June answered, starting out|

B felt a tingle of expect-
ancy from the mopment our
Turkish wagon started to
trundle over the series of
mud  holes and hillocks
which pasa for streets In Tarsus. For
we wera to go right through that most
[amous pass in history, the Cillclan
stes, over the orest of the Taurus
mountaing, on to the high platean of

astern  Asia  Minor, writes Basil
Mathews in the Quiver.
Alexunder the Great poured his

hosts anto the plaln of Cillcin and
nto Syria through this narrow, pro-
ound gorge, which could be barred
by the single gate of an ordinary
enstle, Cyrus and his 10,000 Greeks
lunged from the great rond on the
Anatollan plateau which lies beyond
the snow ridge of Taurus down on to
these pliins. Later the Roman leglons
thundered down this roud to Tarsus.
This, too, is the gorge Inlo whose
shadow Paul pnssed, to come out on
the shining tableland of Anatolia,
where Ieonium nod Derbe and Lystra,
with Plsidian Antioch, walted for his
word. Through these “"Gates” also,
Prederick BParbarossa poured his
hasta to join Richard the Lion-heart
at Aere.

The araba or Turkish wegon (which
was to be our home for the next two
days) Ia a seatless spring carriage,
povered from end to end with a hood
borme by elght supports, From the
hood hang curtalns which can be
rolled up in fAue Weather and dropped
to keep out rain and wind. You lay
your bedding on the Noor of the
wngon, your steamer rugs on the bed-
ding, your traveling cuses at the back
to lean agalust; and in this oriental
repose look out on the scenery—or
leap,

Our wiry, sllght horses pegged on,
breaking Into a trot on the occaslons
when the road really wns a road.
Thelr bridles sparkled with blue
beads, which are most powerful In
averting the evil eye. The araba-ji
(wagon-man) was a  stoutly-built
young fellow, who drove with one leg
curled up under him, and made slow,
Inrge gestures when he spoke, with a
rare mixture of unconsclous dignity
and orfental leisure

Across the Plain.

For an hour or more we drove
apcross the plain, the arched hood of
the wagon framing the huge white bul-
wark of the Taurus. The range lifted
Itself as though to bar the way. The
greéat, brown, comfortable Clliclun
plaln, fertile with the deposit of a
thousand conturies from the moun-
tains, was broken here and again by
|the uprising of the sharp conleal mnss
of some hill—like that of the Seven
Sieepers with (ts cave. Every here
and thore sprays of anemones (of
svery tint from palest hellotrope to
deep purple) were scatlered among
srocouses whose white and yellow
heads  broke—almost  stalkless —
through the carth,

We took a backward look at the
great plain, flooded with afterncon
light, caught the distant glint of the
sen over Mersina, and drove on north
ward, A short, precipitous, forbldding
ravine of Lrownlsh-gray scarred rock,
w0 sheer and steep that it looked as
though some angry god bhad hewn it
spen with an ax, was the one strik-
Ing break In the normal gradual rise
of the road, up and on, twisting and
recolling, but alwoys fually moving
10rth.

made a wparrow plain—a mininture
platean of the hills, where, behind a
khan, the camels were grouped In
srown circles, heads down as though
sottling Into n Rugby “serum,” but
actuslly Just feeding from a sackful
of fodder thrown down,

Then we turned sharply into the
gateway of Yenlkhan (New Rhan),
The adlective “new” sounded good to

Swinging round a rocky corner, we |

THROUGH

’ THE CILICIAN GATES, FROM THE 30UTH

travelers who had been told with
cheerful {teration of the vermin-haunt.
ed dirtiness of the old khans. It had
il the primitive antiquity of appear
ance that the most enthusiastic hunt
er for the resl eastérn life could de
sire.
Up the Pass.

By the time the next morning was
fully fledged our wagon was creep
ing once more up the pass. A new
note of wild grandeur began to sound
in the ravines, The road now clung
to the almost preeipitous sldes of the
gmy rock, which lifted itself In
jugged, swift' leaps & thousand feet
above us, while beneath, the fcy, tum-
bling stream filled the whole valley
with the sound of running waters.
Some penks were bare, with the sturk,
unclothed grimneas of mountaing of
the moon; olthers were covered even
to the dlzzy peaks with pines which
clung to the rock with tenacious roots.
Anclent hollow sycamores, ns gray as
the rocks In which they wera rooted,
thrust their gnarled trunks oyer the
Btream.

Contrasted with the valleys and
plain behind us, it was as though we
had swept from the allurlog har
monies of & Beothoven symphony Into
the wild and erashing discords of a
Wagner overture—with all the stin
ring blare and appeal of brass and
string and wood. Yel through it all
1ike & strange haunting theme from a
folk-song as old as men, strode tha
tinkling sirings of camels, soundinh
bolly that varied from the tiny neck
bells in the high treblés to the barl
tone of the long bronze bells that
Swiung from thelr aides.

Precipitons bluffs, thelr gray and
white thrown up deflantly agalnst the
blue of the sky, gave a strange feel-
ing of castles bullt by giants to defend
this eerle pass ngalnst armies of inn.
At Inst It looked ns though the end
had come, The gray bulwark was
hurled In front of us, an unbroken,
impenetrable, unscalable mass. Sud-
denly o thin edge of light appeared;
thers, cloven in the rock, was a pas-
sage—nirrow and between sheer prock
plees, with sharp-edged summits,

The Split Rock.

All the thunderbolts of Olympus
must have riven the rock that the
stream of water and of humanity
might pour through It In the world
there nre fow ploces suggesting wso
wonderfully the power of the simple
physical facts of hill and mountaln
and plain to eontrol history. A split
rock, through which n loaded camel
could barely pass (1111 Thrahim Pasha
blasted away the rock to give passage
for his artillery), has deflocted the flow
of the contest and contact of Fast and
West in history, And, as scenery, tha
“Oates” are the crashing elimax of
the Taurus overtum

Pasulng out of thelr shadow, wo
came out into open valleys running
north and northwest, on a rise gograd-
ual that, when the actual watershed
was reached, It conld barely be dis.
cerned. And, curlously enough, the
waters that flow north and south from
this point do not reach seas distant
from one another, cach finally reach.
Ing the Meditermnean.

Our road ran north and woat, drop-
ping now gradually, now steeply—
till, passing the last string of tired
camels as the sun set ahead of us, we
renched the old khan at Bozantt,
Ahead lay the caravan road, along
which Greek and Roman and Crosad.
er have coma. They have caome, but
thoy huve passed—and the eternal
Fast remains. The Oriental, swinging
his legs astride his tiny donkey and
leading his line of laden camels, holds
the road, Just as he held it when Paul,
in his company, came along thess
valleys to that “shining tableland™
whete Derbe, Lystra, Iconium and An-
tloch were o be lmmorialized by

pasair g

PURIFYING INFECTED

STABLES AND BARNS

Bullding Prepared for Disinfection—
Done by Fumigation—Opeénings
Prevent the Escape of the Gan

(Prepnred by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.)

Inspectors in the United States de-
partment of agriculture have found
In the course of their work that ig-
porance or carelessness on the part
of stock owners has frequently led to
frosh ontbreaks of Infectious disease
after it had been supposed that the
previous ones had been completely
stamped out. Comparatively few farm-
ors, it Is sald, realize the {mportance
of the scientifie disinfection of prem-
lses which have once harbored in.
fected stock.

When it 18 remembered that the
germ which causes tuberculosis In cat-
tle measures about cne-thousandth of
an inch In length, it is obvious that
the “llck-and-promise” method of
cleaning |8 no obstacle at all to the
existence of the disense. The germ
of glanders {8 lttle larger. Thene two
germs are thrown off by diseased anl
mals In lnrge quantities, In the aver-
age stable they have no difculty in
finding many lodging places whence
any one of a hundred different things
may cause them to emerge and atart
s fresh outbreak upon the farm. When
s stable has once harbored diseased
animals, therefore, absolute disinfec-
tion with suMclently powerful disin-
fectants 18 the only way to insura the
stock from another visitation,

In Farmers' Bulletin 450, “Practical
Methods of Disinfecting Stables,”
some of the most easlly obtainable
dlsinfectants are named, and the best
methods of applying them discussed.
In the drst place It iy imperative that
the stable be thoroughly cleaned be-
fore any disinfectant at all (s applied,
The varlous surfaces such as cellings,
walls, partitions, floors, ete., should
be swept free from cobwebs and duat.
Where the flith has been allowed to
acoumilate, this should be removed
by thorough serubbing. If the wood-
work has become soft and porous so
that It affords & good refuge for the
disease germ, it should be torn down
and burned and new wood substituted,
All rafuse of every description should

‘| be removed to a place (naccessible to

live stock nnd there elther burned or
treated with a solutfon of chlorlde of
Wme in the proportion of six ounces
to one gallon of water. If the foor
af the stable s of earth, the surface
soil should be removed to & depth
of four Incheés or more and new earth
substituted. It is better, however, to
take advantage of this opportunity to
iay down n concrete floor, which in
the end will be found more satisfac-
tory as well as more sanitary.

The atable thus thoroughly cleansed
and stripped of all its odds and ends
and refuse (8 now ready for the ap-
plieation of the disinfectant, A dis
Infectant 18 a drug which has the pow-
sr of destroying germs merety by com-
tng In eontact with them. There are
s number of these drugs, varying con.
siderably in efficacy, and some of thenr
dangerous to anfmal as well as germ
ite, Bichloride of mercury is one of
the most powerful, but it has the
great disadvantage of being a violent
polson and In consequence great care
myst bhe used when handling it to
keap it away from all live stock. For
ardinary purposes it {s probable that
sresol or the compound solution of
sresol, known as Mguor eresolls com.
positus, |8 best adapted to general
ake. When the latter 1s used, it should
be mixed with water In the propor-
ton of four or five ounces to a gal
fon. Cresol I8 not as goluble as the
compound solution and should, there-
fore, be thoroughly stirred while mix-
Ing, 1f o grade of the drug guaran-
teed to be 85 per cent pure I8 secured,
two or three ounces to a gallon of wa-
ter will be sufficlent.

To apply the disinfectant on any-
thing but o very Hmited surface, a
strong spray pump ls essential The
pump should be equipped with 15 feet
of hose with a five-foot section of Iron
pipe, with a spraying nozale at one
end, attached to it The entire In
terfor of the stable should be saturat.
o1 with the solution forced through
this apparatus. Special attention
should be glven to feeding trongha
and drains, as it [s in these that the
disease germs are most likely to fnd
thelr first resting places, After &
thorough spraylag with the disin.
fectant, it | well to apply-a lme
wash containing four or five ounces
of chlorlde of lme to each gallon
In many cases, howover, It will save
trouble If this wash ls combined with

bis | the disinfectant. This can be done In

the following maamer: for five gl

In This Case the Disinfecting Was
In the Barn Were Closed by Paper to

lons of disinfecting fluld, slake 7%
pounds of 1ime, using hot water If nec-
essary to start actlon, Mix to a
crenmy conslstency with water. Stir
in 16 fluld ounces of cresol, at least
86 per cent pure, and make up to five
gallons by adding water, In case com-
pound solution of erésol ls used, add
30 fuld ounces Instead of 15 Btir
tha whole mixture thoroughly and;
It It is to be applled through a spray
nozzle, straln through a wire sleve,
Stir frequently when applylng and
keep covered when mot in use,
Market for Farm Horses,

Europe's demand for horses will
continue, say experts In the United
States department of agriculture, long
after peace has been restored. War
fs an Insatlable consumer of horses
nand the avallable supply must be di-
minishing so rapldly each day the
present conflict lasts that it Is in-
evitable that there should be a great
scarcity for agricultural purposes
Inter on. As soon as International
commeres can be restored to a pence
footing, therefore, the European coun-
trles are certgin to look to America
to supply a great part of this lack

The department of agriculture,
however, does not recommend Amer-
lean farmers to purchase a surplus of
horses merely In order to breed them
to meet this prospective demand. It
fg much better to secure good mares
for the ordinary farm work and then
breed them to good etallions. Only
horses of a high quality may be profit-
ably ralsed today, but there {8 no
reaton why such animals should not
be used for farm as well as breeding
purposes,

While inferior horses are always a
drug on the market, the demand for
serviceable animnle appears to be al-
most unlimited. Together the United
States and Russin possess 68 por cont
of tha world supply, and Russla will
need all that It can ralse itself. The
United States, therefore, must furnish
the bullk of the animals needed to re-
place those consumeid by the present
war. War I8 even more destructive
to horses than to men. In his report
for the year 1865, the quartermaster
general of the United States army
stated:

“The service of a cavalry horse un-
der an enterprising commander has
averaged only four months.” Durlng
1804 there were 000 horses consumed
per day In the Northern army, with-
out considering those captured and
not reported. During elght months of
that year, the cavalry of the Army of
the Potomae was remounted twlee,
nearly 40,000 horses In all belng re.
quired. During his Shenandoah Val.
ley ceampalgn Sherldan was supplied
with fresh horses at the rate of 160
par day. It must hoe borne in mind,
moreover, that the numbers engaged
In the American Clvil war weore small
compared with those under arms in
Europe today.

Leaving out for the moment the
questlon of remounts for military pure
poses, It 18 sald that for a complete
mobilization the Cerman army re-
quires 770,000 horses and the French
army 260,000, The figures for the
French army probably include only
those for the cavalry and do not take
{nto conalderation the needs of the
full artillery, the transport kervice and
other military uses to which horses
are put. The great majority of these
animals are not included in the per
manent military organizations but are
employed during peace In farm work.
Now that they have been withdrawn
from the farms to die of wounds, ex-
haustion or starvation, tremendous
Imports will ultimately be necessary,
Farmers In the United Statea whould
propare to meet this demand,

Weeding Gardena.

The plots where early peas, rad-
ishes, ete, were ralsed, if they have
not been planted to late crops (the
good gardener will always do thilas,
however), should be clearsd of weads
and old vines. Theso places may serve
s woed-breading grounds to cover the
whole gnrden next year. Fioally weed
patches serve aa hiding places for in-
numerable insects. Eggs are depos-
ited there and the hibernating Insects

find such places a refuge from their
bird enemies

Success With Poultry.

Care Is that part of the routine of
poultry culture which bestown a kind
baud on the tender younglings, to sup
ply thelr little wanta with a view of
promoting thrift and good hoalth.




