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Being the Story of the Courtshl; |
of a Widow and Deacon.

By DON LA GRANGE,
[Copyright, 1P, by ihe Metlurs Newnps-
per Syndicate)

Doacon  Birothers and his  wife
wors eating supper when she sald to

Wim actoss the table:

“Motons, 1t 1 should dle, would you
marry again?” p

“Mlegs me, but what a question,
he replied aa he choked.

“pat 1 should lke to know."

“It nin‘t lkely that 1 would”
“You ballava I'll go to heaven when
dle, don't you?"

“Mtralght as a crow flies”

sand how'd 1 feel lookin' down
from heaven and seein’ you around
with snother wife!" )

“fgt the angels In heaven can't
look down on earth”

Yt {a shld they ean't, but how does

body know they ean't?
m'?'lt"ho:lr are nlee mashed taters”
sald the deacon os he helped him-
self Lo somae more,

fis wife was a Christian woman
and a eburch momber, but neverthe
{egs there were time when ghe want-
od to know, you know, and he found
it safer to" choke her off than to
argue with her. He was hoping he
had fn this cpse when she sald:

“Yog, I've got & knack of mashin’
taters, and you'll miss me when I'm

—_—

gone, How about my question,
Moues "

“¥ou'll probably outlive me by ten
yonrs."

“l probably won't and T want to
fnow If you will marry again?

“No, #ir, T shouldn't!"”

The deacon was vexed with her
persistency, and he brought out iy
angwer with an emphasis

“AN right,” sald the wife and be-
gan lalking something elae.

Next day she and another woman
ware drowned by the upsetting of a
boat on the river, The deacon, who
was over fifty, was overwhelmed for
a time, but graduaily his grief wore
away and he was lka himself agnin
1t Is not eontended that he was an
absent-mindnd man, but it 18 stated,
and It s quite reasonable, that affer
{he first month the deacon did not
think of that promise azain for four
years. Then It eame like 8 knockout
Blow. Tt by bit he had come to be
friends with the widow Stevens. He
hdd sat on her doorstop: he had sat
by her fire: he had hoed in her gar-
don: he had spiie wood for ber conk-
gtove.  Ave, he had ealled her Barnh,
and ghe had enllad him Moses. One
svening he had had o talk with him-
nelf beglnning with:

“Ry the great hern epoon, but that
widder can make a custard fit for a
king!"

And then: “Dencon, you have been
i widowor for four years—for four
fong years. You have been sad and
Ionely. It has come mighty hard”

And again:

“rhere's folks winkin' and blinkin'
arounid and suyin' that me and the
widder will make n mateh of it, but
ot ‘em Wink and hiink, It hain't none
af thelr pesky business, and 1 have
told ‘em Bp.*

Then, with a ehuokls

‘Mt wonldn't ba o bad match for
olther one of us. Homo io where the
husband and  wife ls, and we've
nelther one of ve got n homa ‘eordin’
to that. 1 wondér i 1 had better
Hint around?®

Thrae minutes elapsed and then the
dencon brought his fivst down and ex-
clofmed:

YHint? Hint? No, T won't hint &
hint! TN just ask her outrlght!™

And he was golng over in his mind
what ho would say when a thought
struck him and he fairly leaped from
his chalr and gueped out:

“My promise to my wite that 1
wouldn't marry again!”

For five minutos Doncon Strothers
was #8 wedk In the knees as If he
bad seen a ghost. He had promised.
and that promise was like a wall
acrogs hls future path.

“What dld Martha ever pester me
Into making that promlss for?” he
asked himself. “It wasn't right—no.
It wasn't. Did 1 ask her not to marry
agaln In cnse 1 died frst? No, of
course 1 didn't. 1 Jest left It to her
feolings In the matter”

Was there mny way out of It?
Couldn’t that promise be dodged?

1t was an hour after the deacon's
wsunl bedtime, but he was still as
lively as a fox, Hes went over the
matter for ten minutes and then snld:

“Why did 1 promise? Bacause
Martha was in the best of health, and
appeared good for fifteen years yet.
Did she give me the slightest hint
that sle was goin' to be silly enough
to get Into g boat the pext day? Nao,
whe didn't. Did she say she might
got drowned? Not a word. Wouldn't
# oourt hold that it was deception,
and that 1 wasn't bound by my prom-
Iep. When Jabez Reod sold me a cow
tor $20 and never sald a word about
har jumpin’ fences didn't the court
make him take ber back, It sald he
BUppreEsed n fact. [Hﬂ,“&!nmm do
the same?”

The dencon went to bed feoling bet-
ter, bul when ho awoke next morning
e conselence bogan to trouble him
agnin,

“Dy heeck, but sunthin' has got to
ba did!” exclaimed over his break-
fast: and soon as (he moal was fin-
fshed he clipped on his bhat and went

otit to Jook up Robert Roebuck.
| Mr, Roebuck was known as a very |
plous, God-fearing man, and he would

el render

Bun Doth w |1
8 foir declulon. He was given the
wels, and, after chowling on them foi

five minutey, he sald:

‘Deacon, you was & fool for makly'
any wsuch promise’

“I know 1 wan"

"My old woman bus asked me
more'n. forty tUme (o promise Lhe
ame thing, but I never have done It
and never will."

“But I wish 1 bhadn't”

“Dut you did, nnd pow we must
goe how you can get out of I. Was
your wife ever In & boat till that
day 7"

"Naver."

“Was thera any call for her to go
on the river?"

“Not n call”

“Which of the women suggesied
that they take the boat?"

"My wife

“Dencon Strothers, If that don't
come under the head of conspiracy,
then my old white cow 1s a red one!
it any one conapires to force s prom-
I out of another then that promise
won't hold.”

“I helieve you are right, Mr. Roe
buck,” replied the deacon with relief
In his voles,

“Of courss | am. An agreement
that benefits only one side does not
hold, Did your wife speak up and
say that she would not marry again
If you died frst?”

"“8he did not!"

“Waell, thore you are, as free ns A
bird, though vou'd better go to the
parson and see what he thinks about
It. He may hold sentimental views"

The dencon walked over to the par-
sonage, and pot wishing to be too
brungue about It be began:

"Parson, do you hold that an angel
in heaven can ses what s going on
heéra below?

“If they could they wouldn't be
angels very Jong,” was the grim
reply,

“But did you ever preach that they
could 7

“Not that 1 remember of.
Is n long way off, deacon.”

"My wife kinder belleved that after
she got to heaven she could ses what
was takin' place down here"

The purson was silent.

“She wanted me to promlse not to
marey agaln In caze she dled, because
it he looked down and saw me with
a second wife it would make her
[ee] bad."

“If anything could make the angels
feel bad In heaven, t would not be
heaven, would it?”

“By Goorge, parson, it wouldn't!
Martha was mistaken about It 1f
I wns to marey half a dozen timea
over #he couldn't know anything
nbout it."

“Put did she psk you to promise?’
fquerled the parson.

“Yes, she kinder agked.”

"And you promised?

“Yes, 1 Kinder promised, but it was
because 1 dld not want her to, feel
bad a8 an angel. Now that you say
she couldn't feel bad If she tried her
hardest, 1 guess that promise needn't
bother me much.”

“But ook out next time, deacon.”

“Yes—ahem—yes!"

“It's the widow Btevens, |
poge?™

“Yea, kindor"

“Thrown out any hints yet™

YA dozen, 1 guess”

“You may find that she made a
promise to her dying husband”

“Jewhittaker! 11l gea gbout that
the first thing!"

It was a new scare for the deacon,
and he made the two blocks to the
widow’s house on the trot, He found
her [n the garden conxing the pes
vines to climb their hest, and he
dldn't walt n* minute bofore asking:

“Widder Stevens, did your husband
expect to go to heaven when he
died?™

“1 don't see how he could. He was
a man that cussed and gambled and
drank.”

“Did he nsk you to promise not to
marry agin?*

*No, he dldn't, and it he had 1
ghould have told him that was my
own business, Why are you asking
theso questions?

“Widder, hain't T & good man at the
woodpile?"

"Fine."

“And a good one in the garden?®”

"Sure.”

"And haln't 1
lonely ™

“We are

“Then—then let's get married!™

“ILa me! Pring on the parson and
have It over with and off our hands,
for them string beans bave got to be
poled afore sundown!™

Heaven

sup-

lonely and you

Tree on Tree.

A singular tree in Cuba s called the
yaguey tree. It beglns to grow at the
top of another tree. The seed is car
rled by a bird, or wafted by the wind,
and, falling into some molst, branch:
Ing parts, takes root and speodily be-
gloe to grow,. It sends a kind of thin,
string- ke root down the body of the
tree, which Is soon followed by others.
In course of time these rootings strike
the ground, and growth {mmediately
commences upwards. ‘New rootings
continue to be formed and get strength
until the one tree grows as n net round
the other. The outzide one gurrounds
and presses the Inner, strangling ite
life and augmenting its own power,
At length the tree within is killed,
and the parasite that has taken pos-
gesslon becomes lself the tree,

Scares One So.

“What kind of doctor would you
prefar, n cheerful one or a solemn
one!”

“A cheerful one, | guess, At least,
1 hate for a doctor to get solemn after
ha looks at me.”

TRAINING RULES FOR YOUTHS

Old-Fashloned Movements Supplanted
by Program of Hyglenle and
Corrective Exercises.

Notable among the achlevements of
the board of education of New York
city has been the Introduction of the
new course of study In physieal train-
ing for boys. This supplants the old-
fushloned one-twothree movements
with & consistent program of educa-
tlonal hyglenlc and corrective oxer-
cises.  New boylike athistle move-
ments are brought Into the gymna-
slums and the boys engage In & courde
of moderate athletie training, {nclud-
Ing hyglene, which Is the basls of all
athletles. Thus natural enthusiasms
ars utllized for constructive school
Purposes,

The 10,000 boys who nssembled last
June in Central Park to exhibit physi-
cal tralning work were glven the fol-
lowlng #et of tralning rules:

Go to bed at nine o'clock after a
thorough wash aud a cold splush over
chest and trunk; teeth and gums well
gorubbed. Clothes mnd books ready
for tomorrow,

Bedroom windows open top and bot-
tom.

Rise not a minute Inter than seven
o'clogk, Go through two-minute drill
and hygienie exerclses for demonstra-
tion. Cleéan face and neck and serib
hands. Finish up with a blg cold
aplash and hard rub all over. B8ee
tlint feet and legs are clean and rub
them hard to get them Into condi-
tlon. Brush teeth and gums thor-
oughly.

Hreakfast and all meals:

No coffee. No ten, Drink milk, a
little at o time. Chew all foods to a
pulp. Ask your teacher what foods
i nvald,

No smoking, Cut out all habits you
know are bad.

Exercise in the fresh alr, equivalent
to 4 slow mile run & day. Walk ten
miles g week, 1f vou lose weight you
lose vitallly, etop work.

Before echoul look yourselt over.
“Am 1 elean from head to toe? Are
all my clothes clean und in order down
to the ekin? Do | stund lke an ath-
lota?"

The boy has no use for hyglene, but
he has for athletics, ‘and the school
hiterested in hyglene makes use of
this fact to gain Its end

CHILDREN KNOW GOOD CORN

United States Department of Agricul-
ture Outlines Twelve Lessons
Covering Important Points

(Prepared by the Unlted Statés Depart.
ment of Agriculture)

Bchool teachers In the corn states,
or, for that matter all over the coun-
try, who wigh to encourage their pu-
plls to take part in the spreading
movement for botter corn growing nre
provided with the outlines of 10 les-
sons In & new publieation of the Unit-
ed States department of agricultura,
Farmers' Bulletin No, 617, “School
Letsons on Corn.” These lessons cove
er #hoh Important polnts as kind of
corn, the best way to plant and culth
vate corn, diseases that the crop suf-
fers from, selection of good seed corn,
and the ways of telling good corn
from bad. To help the children to
become good cltizens, the following
scorecard la suggested:

The pupll should bring to school

[
Nw 1 I |f’n ey
in’rl_'lf H.u.g-
Said Jane " [
nst hink & all.
So m Room I
go and st~
And ‘|‘F7 and
Ruminate a E_J_II_-'J

PLEASURE FOR THE CHILDREN

Figure Toy Attracta Attention and
Creates Amusement by Simulation
of Cage of Wild Beasta.

In {Nustrating and describing a fig-
ure toy, the invention of J. W. Mun
ray of 8t. George, N, B,, the Sclentific
Amerlean says:

"This Inventlon relates to toys and
has particular reference to devices in
which certaln fgures, such as, for in
elance, flgures of feroclous animals
are employed. Among the special ob-

Figure Toy.

Jects of this Invention Is to attract
attention and creato amusement by
the simulation of a cage of wild
bensts having a keeper, certain mech
anlsm belng employed whereby the
animals and the keeper will be given
certaln movemonts."

KIND WORDS ALWAYS TIMELY

This Struggling World Would Be Hap-
pler and Better |f Expressions of
Good Cheer Were Used,

It Is often told that Eugene Feld,
one day wandersd into s basement
restaurant, sat down at a table, put
lils chin in his hands and gazed mood-
{ly Into space, A walter eame to him
and after the manner of his kind enu-
merated the long list of dishes that
were ready to be served.

"No, no,” sald Fleld, dejectedly, "1
require none of those things. Al 1
want in some sliced oranges and a
few kind words'

Whether or not the Incident be
true, it is suggestive, Unquestlon:
ably, deeds welgh far more than
words, and vet It {s almost tragle to
think how much happler and better
this struggling world would becoms
it kind words were more often heard.
Wae all, every day, coms in contact

samples of corn and under the superg

Score Card for Corn,

Polints.

L Truenons to E¥De...covicrvcriinivanine 10
L BhApe OF BAT ...onsvuvmmsssnnsnssnsnivas 1%
1 Purity of color In graln and cob.,. &
4 Vitality, maturity, germinating

power ...
{;. Tipa of ears.
ki
8

. Butta of ears

, Uniformity of kernel

. Bhape of kernels......
9 Length of oir.........
0, Cireumfersnes of ear.,.
1 Furrows hotweon rows.........
a! Bpuce between kernels at cob,
4. Proportion of corn to cob..

Total

in accordance with the scale indieated.
For example, an ear, the shape of
which was absolutely perfect would
‘be eredited for this with ten points
out of m possible hundred. If the
ehape was eomewhat defective the
credit would be legs, the exact num-
bér of points depending upon the pu-
pil's Judgment,

In order to understand fully the
meaning of all the points listed in
this scorecard teachers are advised
to write to thelr state agricultural
college for an explanation of the offl-
clal seorecard used there.

The vitality or germinating power
of the seed must only be Judged after
testa have been made in necordance
with the meithods outlined in Farm-
ers’ Bulletin No, 253

John Did His Duty.

"It 1s the duty of every ope to make
At least one person happy during the
week,” sald a Sunday school tencher.
“Now have you done so, Johnny?*

“You," sald Johnny, prompily.

“That's right. What did you do?"

"1 went o ses my aunt, and she
was hapyy when 1 went home™—
Lad'eg’ Home Journal

wislon of the Instructor mark each eard

with those who are in Eugene Field's
state of mind. They are In our own
homes; mothers and fathers and chil-
dren. They are behind the count-
erg of stores; they are employes on
traing; they are servants In kitchens:
they are everywhers, and their name
Is leglon. A word of appreciation
would brighten the whole day and
would make It easler for them to keep
on trying—Youth's Companion.

Spontansous From the Heart.

Furnace heat and electrie light can-
not take the place of the sunshine.
The first will make yon warm, and
the gecond will furnish a brilliant Nu-
mination, But a ecertaln health giving
element will be lacking. Formal
courtesles and the helpfulness prompt-
el by a sense of propriety, cannot
take the place of the kindness which
comes warm and dpontancous from
the heart—0Girls' Companion.

Those Foolish Questions,

“Can you swim, lttle boy ™

“Yeu, sir"

“Where did you leam®™

“In de water; where d'yer sap
posel” =

-+ |der-water photographer of
.|Leagues Under the Sen” 1s whipping
“|the 20,000 feet of flm he took at Yel
.|lowstone park for the

NAITS CHANCE TO GET EVEN

Jopular Film Actress Is Thinking Up
Bohemes for Dire Revenge for
Practical Joke,

Lilltan Walker, the athletie girl of
he Vitagruph company, and Billy
Juirk, the boy comle, are now Eworn
memies, the enmity dating from Oc-
ober 1. Bllly, knowing of Miss Walk-
ir's antipathy for snakes, played a
loko on her that resulted in the pres-
mt cessdtion of friendship betwoen
the popular pair, and now, Miss
Walker says, that untll she can think
ap something severs enough to war
tant 4 retaliation, and carry It through
lo success, they will not speak ad (hey
pass by In thelr autemoblles.

Billy secured a property snake,
which was as lifellke ns human In-
genuity could make it. He placed the
Imitation snake in the new pump in
the studlo ¥ard and, by alluring tnles
of the coollng aud refreshing prop
srtles of the walter, induced Mias
Walker to pump herself a glass.

It took only & few motions of the
pump handle for the snake to ap-
pear and as It came wiggling from
the spout, Miss Walker emitted &
plereing  shriek and, woman-like,
fainted. Billy, [rightened ot the re-
sult of his joke, ran for help, but just
as he returned, Miss Walker revived,
ind waving aside Billy's proffered as-
slatance, walked majestically to her
Aressing-room, whers she spent the
rest of the day pondering on the
gxact form of vengeance to be meted
out to her tormentor,

DEALING WITH THE OCCULT

Picture Fantasy, “If | Were Young
Agaln/ Expected to Prove One
of the Beason's Successes,
Relensed November 16, the Sellg
lompany has a powerful reel fn “If
| were Young Agaln The story is
much that of “Faust,” in that it deals
with the wish, common among the old

Scene From “If | Were Young Again."

ind the middle-aged, for a return of
the days of thelr youth. The [lustra-
{lon ghows the scens where Professor
Wise, the hero of the play, discovers
the vial containing the magle fluld
which renews his youth, Pathos and
romedy Intermingle o the wvarlous
bther scenes of the production,
Marguerite Clayton's Fad.

Marguerite Clayton has o new dl
vergion and one in which she lg in.
lengely Interested, W was by mere
accldent that it beeame known the
other day. The pretty little woman
who has gained worldwide prominence
by her manneriems on the scresn,
while playing opposite Mr. G. M. An-
iersom, In the Western Essanay
dramas, it i3 said, tells fortunes by
leacupa,

Heretofore sha has been known to
spend hours over books written by
the best authors. Her artistic bunga-
low at Nllea Ia llned with them, A
waddle horse la al her disposal and
the loves tennis and the flshing rod,
out of Inte all these things have been

<[temporarlly lald aside to seek new
‘|0leasures in the vislons peering at

her, so she says, from amid the tea-

 |leaves.

Mayor Was Taking No Chances.
Carl Louls Gregory, who I8 the un-
""Thirty

Thanhouser-
Mutual company into shape for early
releasé. Mr. Gregory Is the first mo-
tion pleture photographer to receive a
permit from the government to take
the views. A Denver newspaper re
tently printed an artlele about Carl
getting the mayor to perform =&
‘movies marriage.” Gregory ashked

mayor refused, sayving that his wife
went to the “movies.”

Mary Pickford Honared.

Mary Plekford's fame has traveled
‘ar and wide. Her admirers are lo-
sated In the remotest corners of the
tlobe. Recently she had the unique
llstinction of belng presentad with a
lver loving cup and an album con-
Aining the names of thousands of her
wdmirers in Australin. The album (s
feported to contain the officlal signa-
urés of the lord mayor and the town
tlerk of Sydney. The presentation
¥as mode at the Famous Players' com-
any studio by Millard Johnson of the
Australian Film company of Sydnay,
¥ho now Is vislting this country.

Old Faverite Still Popular.
George Ade's old play, “The Coanty
“halrman,” is proving the endurance

¥t Its reputation in the crowds it at-
[2%

wsked him to kies the bride, bug the ||

GEMS OF OLD WORLD

*RENCH CATHEDRALS MARVELS
OF ARCHITECTURAL ART.

Rich In Historle Interest, and of Sun
passing Beauty, Thelr Damage In
Present War 1s Matter for
Keen Regret.

Relmn cathedral, partly destroyed
during the recent hombardment, was
regarded as the Westminster ahbey
of France. On Its slte, according to
legend, Clovis was baptized |n the
fitth century, und thers Joan of Aro
gaw the conuectntlon of Charles VIL
There also, the kings of France were
crownaed and anointed.

Two of the chlet fentures of the
eathedral, which dates back to 1211,
wore the most famous rose window
of the world, nimost forty feet in dl.
ameter, and the 530 statues adorning
the portais and facades, Including 42
colosanl statues of French kings
Nenr the north portal wos one of the
masterpleces of Gothle gonlpture, rep
reseniing the “Last Judgment," with
o figurs of Christ In the attitude ol
benedietion.

The Interlor wns worlil-renowned
for its exquisite stalned glass, its nix
teonth-century tapestries nnd great
organ, one of the finest in Burope.

Although not quite so rich in his
torieal Interest, the eathedral of Notre
Dame in Parls s moré anclent than
that of Relms, the maln bulliing hav-
fng been begun in the twelfth cen-
tury. It fs suld that If the pillars of
Notre Dame could spenk they might
tell the whole history of France, The
only coronatlon ¢elebrated there was
that of Henty VI of England In 1431

Parhaps the finest feature of Notre
Dame in Parls |s the Sainte Chapelle,
built by 8t. Louls in 1245-8 for the re-
ception of the various rellos which he
brought from the Holy Land. Thia
chapel 1s perhaps the greatest exist
{ug masterplecs of Gothle art.

Amiens cathedral 1s another ol
France's thirteenth century churches
to which the world pays visits, This
wns the church which Ruskin and
other people have deseribed as “the
finest existing medieval structure®
Its Incomparable facade, galleries
Nlled with the statues of kings, [ts
superb windows and tapestrles, and
above all its heautiful cholr-stalls and
chapels, make the Amiens cathedral
Incomparuble In many respeets,

Of speclal historical Interest to the
English 18 the cathedral of Rouen, for
it was there that the heart of Richard
Coeur de Lion was burled prior to It
belng removed to the Museum of An
tquitles. Another Interesting fact re
garding the Rounen cathedral fs thal
the notabls south tower was bullt al
the end of the fifteenth century with
what was termed “Indulgence” money,
recelved by the ehureh for permission
to eat butter during Lent.

The glorious cathedral of Chartres
Jhu!lt chiefly between 1194 and 1260,
48 noted for Its solidity ns well as
beauty, one of Its two spires belng
generally regarded as the most beaw
tiful on the continent. Like most oth
er famous French cathedrals, it has
some magnificent windowa,

Doubly Rewarded.

During & performance in whiek )
appeared some years ago o very fn
mous actreas who was siarring In the
play lost a diamond necklace, relntos
n veteran actor. She gearched care
fully for it evervwhere, but with ne
success, and was on the verge of col
lapse when another actor In the com:
pany found the necklace and took it
to her. Bhe recelved It with great
Joy and Instantly offered him a re
ward of $50, which he politely de
clined. The actress Insisted, however
‘that he sceept gome sort of reward,

“Well,” he anawered very modestly
*slnce you press me, I should conslder
& klsa an ample reward.”

Needless to say he was pald In ful
As soon aa T could get him alona )
gald:

“Why were you so foolish? You're
only getting a small salary. Why
didn't you take the fifty dollars?"

“Why should 1.” was his cool re
apons®, “when I bet a hundred thai
I'd kisa her before the week was up

Heaven's Germlcide: Fresh Alr

Right living, rather than medipine:
fresh alr as the best of germielden
That is the new therapy. Every day i
becomes more generally recognized fn
the medical profession and mors wide
Iy spread by the official ngents ol
health. Director Harte of the depart
ment of publle health contributes Phi}
adelphia's mite to the propaganda with
a weekly bulletin urging fresh air ar
'n preventive of sll the “ecolds" of
winter. Not only tuberculosis falls
before that cheapest of medicines
Grip, bronchitls and pneumenia can
all be staved off through the winter
months if only people will sleep and
work with the windows open. They
can have the health of summer time U
only they will defy Jack Frost,

British and German Emplres.
The population of Great Britaln (the
Unlied Kingdom) is 48000000, The
population of the German emplre It
05,000.000. The population of the
British colonles 1s 474,000,000, The
population of the German colonles fa
12,000,000, Total population under
the German flag, 77000000, Tota
poptilation under the British flag, 420,
000,000, With the froedom of the
sess, the British empire could, in time
pit Into the field an army of 20,000,
000 men, Five or six miilions s Eup

posed to be the lmit of Germany.




